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ABSTRACT
L i t t l e  i s  known about th e  thousands o f  fo re ig n e rs  who fought 
in  th e  American C iv il  War. T his stu d y  d e a ls  w ith  one o f  th o se  a l ie n s ,  
a  French a r i s t o c r a t ,  P rin ce  Cam ille Armand J u le s  Marie de P o lig n ac .
Cam ille de Polignac was a  rom antic  f ig u re  from a rom antic 
age—th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry . He was v e r s a t i l e  and ta le n te d  and r e ­
ceived  re c o g n itio n  as a  s c h o la r , e n g in e e r , s o ld ie r ,  m athem atician , 
and m usician .
He was o f  noble b i r th ,  descended from a fam ily o f r e b e ls  w ith 
a  h is to ry  o f  involvem ent in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  in  F rance . H is f a th e r ,  
J u le s ,  was th e  l a s t  prime m in is te r  o f  C harles X, and h is  grandm other, 
th e  Duchess de P o lig n ac , was governess o f  Marie A n to in e t te 's  c h ild re n .
Cam ille de Polignac d is t in g u is h e d  h im se lf  as a  s o ld ie r  in  th e  
Crimean War, th e  American C iv il  War, and th e  F ranco -P russian  War. The 
P rin c e  was th e  h ig h es t t i t l e d  European to  p lay  a s ig n i f ic a n t  ro le  in  
th e  American C iv il  War. A C onfederate  g en era l a t  th e  age o f  th ir ty - tw o , 
he was th e  only person  owing a l le g ia n c e  to  a  fo re ig n  f la g  to  a t t a i n  th e  
rank  o f  major g en era l in  e i th e r  army.
U n til now the  s to ry  o f P o lignac*s war experiences has remained 
u n to ld . He i s  g e n e ra lly  unknown to  C iv i l  War e n th u s ia s ts  because he 
fought in  secondary campaigns and because s ig n i f ic a n t  so u rces in  France, 
r e l a t in g  to  h is  m il i ta ry  c a re e r , were u n a v a ila b le .
i v
P olignac  se rved  th e  South w ith  d i s t in c t io n  during  th e  C onfederate  
in v as io n  o f  Kentucky in  1862* L a te r , in  1864, during  th e  Red R iver 
campaign, he d is t in g u is h e d  h im se lf  by h is  s k i l l  and g a l la n t r y ,  
s p e c i f i c a l ly  du ring  th e  b a t t l e s  o f  M ansfield  and P le a sa n t H i l l .  The 
C onfederate v ic to ry  a t  M ansfie ld , th e  d e c is iv e  b a t t l e  o f  th e  campaign, 
can be a t t r ib u te d  in  a  la rg e  degree to  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  Cam ille de P o lig n ac . 
He had been a de term in ing  in f lu e n c e  in  s to p p in g , r e p e l l in g ,  and f in a l ly  
d r iv in g  th e  F ed e ra ls  ou t o f  th e  Red R iver co u n try .
In  Jan u ary , 1865, th e  P rin c e  was se n t on an u n su ccessfu l 
d ip lom atic  m ission  to  F rance , in  an e f f o r t  to  secu re  a id  fo r  th e  
C onfederate cau se . He never re tu rn e d  to  th e  U nited S ta te s .
L ike most C iv il  War commanders, P o lignac  le a rn e d  by ex p erien ce .
His s to ry  i s  one o f  f r u s t r a t io n  a t  f i r s t ,  and l a t e r  o f ad justm en t to  a 
new and d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f  war, fought by a new and d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f 
m il i ta ry  p e rs o n n e l~ th e  c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r .  C onsidering  h is  background, 
he d id  r a th e r  w e ll; he became a good commander a t  th e  d iv is io n  l e v e l .
Given th e  chance, he cou ld  have probably  commanded la rg e r  numbers o f  
tro o p s .
T h is th en  i s  no t an o th e r s to ry  o f  a  h e ro , an a l l - v ic to r io u s  
commander, who alw ays le d  h is  men in  d e c is iv e  b a t t l e s  to  g re a t v i c to r ie s .  
Nor i s  t h i s  a  com plete b iography; i t  shou ld  no t be regarded  as such . The 
b r i e f  coverage o f  P o l ig n a c 's  l i f e  p reced ing  and fo llow ing  h is  adven tu re  
in  th e  U nited S ta te s  has been p resen te d  m erely to  he lp  th e  re a d e r  
understand  th e  man and h is  a c tio n s  during  th e  American c o n f l i c t  and 
to  g ive some b a s is  fo r  e v a lu a tio n . To w rite  a  f u l l  le n g th  biography
would be im possib le  w ithout re se a rc h  in  French a rc h iv e s , and even then  
i t  m ight be im possib le  to  make a  d e ta i le d  s tu d y . Sources on P o lignac*s 
l i f e  b e fo re  and a f t e r  th e  C iv il  War a re  no t a v a i la b le .  T h is , th en , 
i s  an account o f  th e  m il i ta ry  ex p erien ces o f  a  c o lo r fu l  and dynamic 
man who made a  s ig n i f ic a n t  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  C onfederate  cause in  
th e  American C iv il  War, and who fought w ith  d i s t in c t io n  in  th e  Crimean 
War and th e  F ranco -P russian  War under th e  f la g  o f  h is  n a tiv e  F rance.
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INTRODUCTION
Few o f  th e  thousands o f  fo re ig n e rs  who fought in  the  American 
C iv il  V/ar ro se  high enough in  rank  to  a f f e c t  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  th e  outcome 
o f  b a t t l e s  and campaigns. The grand excep tion  was a  young French 
a r i s to c r a t ,  Cam ille Armand J u le s  M arie, P rin ce  de P o lig n ac . At th e  
age o f  th ir ty - tw o  and w ithou t th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a  form al m il i ta ry  edu­
c a tio n  he achieved  th e  ran k  o f  m ajor g en era l in  th e  C onfederate army.
Although th e  N orth and th e  South welcomed a s s is ta n c e  o f 
fo re ig n e rs , bo th  governm ents, bu t p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  South , were r e ­
lu c ta n t  to  bestow high  ran k s on any bu t th e  n a tiv e -b o rn . P o lig n a c 's  
accomplishment i s  e s p e c ia l ly  notew orthy s in c e  only seven fo re ign -bo rn  
c i t iz e n s  in  bo th  arm ies a t ta in e d  th e  rank  o f  major general-—s ix  from 
th e  North and one from th e  South .
The s to ry  o f  Cam ille de P o lig n a c 's  C iv il  War c a ree r  and h is  
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  C onfederate  cause has rem ained u n to ld  u n t i l  now, 
because he fought in  secondary campaigns and because s ig n if ic a n t  
sou rces in  F rance, r e l a t i n g  to  h is  m il i ta ry  c a re e r ,  were u n a v a ila b le . 
F o rtu n a te ly , th e  P rin ce  kep t a d ia ry  during  th e  w ar. He re tu rn e d  to  
France w ith  th e  d ia ry , and i t s  e x is te n ce  rem ained unknown to  h is to r ia n s  
fo r  n e a rly  a  c en tu ry . In  1962 t h i s  d ia ry , to g e th e r  w ith  a  sh o rt 
jo u rn a l o f h is  a c t i v i t i e s  du ring  the  F ranco -P russian  War and se v e ra l 
hundred fam ily l e t t e r s ,  was made a v a ila b le  to  th e  au th o r by the  P r in c e 's
v i i
daugh te r, th e  M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ourtiv ron , o f  P a r i s ,  
F rance . These so u rc e s , a long  w ith  th e  voluminous The War o f  th e  
R ehellion : A C om pilation o f  th e  O f f ic ia l  Records o f th e  Union and
C onfederate Armies (1890-1901), a s  w e ll as many p e rso n al accoun ts 
by co n tem poraries , enabled  th e  au th o r to  re c o n s tru c t th e  P r in c e 's  
m il i ta ry  c a re e r  in  America.
Even w ith  t h i s  abundance o f  m a te r ia l  th e re  a re  s t i l l  un­
avo idab le  gaps in  th e  P o lignac s to r y .  Sources on h is  l i f e  b e fo re  
and a f t e r  th e  C iv il  War a re  sim ply no t a v a i la b le .  A f u l l - l e n g th  
biography would be in co n ce iv ab le  w ithou t re se a rc h  in  French a rc h iv e s ; 
and th en , s in c e  he was a  minor f ig u re ,  a  la rg e r  work m ight be 
su p e rflu o u s . However, th e  au th o r f e e ls  th a t  i t  i s  n ecessa ry  to  p rov ide  
some b io g ra p h ic a l in fo rm a tio n , s in c e  C iv il  V/ar e n th u s ia s ts  know so 
l i t t l e  about P o lig n a c . Those c h a p te rs  r e l a t in g  to  P o lig n ac* s p erso n a l 
l i f e  have been in c lu d ed  to  h e lp  th e  re a d e r  understand  th e  man and h is  
a c tio n s  du ring  th e  American C o n flic t and g ive  some b a s is  fo r  e v a lu a tio n .
There a re  s t i l l  le g i t im a te  q u e s tio n s  th a t  can be r a i s e d  about 
P o lig n a c 's  m i l i ta r y  ex p erien ces in  America. What, fo r  example, 
m otivated  him to  jo in  th e  Confederacy? Because Polignac fought in  
th e  Crimean Y/ar, th e  C iv il  War, and th e  F ranco-P russian  War, one i s  
tem pted to  th in k  o f  him a s  m erely a  s o ld ie r  o f  fo r tu n e , who follow ed 
a m il i ta ry  c a re e r  w herever th e re  was prom ise o f ad v en tu re , p le a s u re , 
o r p r o f i t .  For such a  man, f ig h t in g  i s  as th e  b re a th  o f  l i f e .  But 
th e re  were many wars o th e r  th an  th e  th re e  m entioned th a t  P o lignac  
could  have tak e n  p a r t  i n  i f  he had been so in c l in e d . T hat he d id  n o t, 
th e re fo re ,  p re c lu d e s  one from c a te g o r iz in g  him as  sim ply a  s o ld ie r  o f
v i i i
fo r tu n e . A ll o f  h is  m il i ta ry  experience  except in  th e  C iv il  War was 
in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  h is  n a tiv e  F rance . He ended h is  m il i ta r y  c a re e r  a t  
th e  age o f  t h i r t y - n in e .  Such a c t io n  i s  h a rd ly  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f  a 
s o ld ie r  o f  fo r tu n e . There i s  no ev idence th a t  P o lignac  was a t t r a c te d  
to  war fo r  th e  p lea su re  o f  f ig h tin g  and k i l l i n g ,  a lthough  in  keeping  
w ith  c la s s  and fam ily t r a d i t i o n ,  he d id  love  th e  g lo ry  and d i s t in c t io n  
one might ga in  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .
P o lignac  was an adventurous man o f  p r in c ip le ,  a  k n ig h t- e r r a n t , 
who fought in  th e  C iv il  War because he b e lie v e d  in  th e  C onfederate  cause 
and because he wished to  e x h ib it  h is  m il i ta r y  s k i l l  and prow ess. His 
m il i ta r y  s k i l l  i s  q u e s tio n a b le  s in c e  h is  p rev io u s s e rv ic e  had been 
l im ite d  to  th a t  o f  a  second l ie u te n a n t  i n  th e  Crimean V/ar. But th e  fa c t  
rem ains th a t  he b e liev e d  h im se lf to  be a  le a d e r  and a c te d  a cc o rd in g ly . 
L ike th e  many t r u e  k n ig h ts -e r ra n t  on both  s id e s ,  adventurous men w ith 
moral purpose , in  c o n tra s t  to  th e  s o ld ie r  o f  fo rtu n e  only  a f t e r  personal 
g a in , P o lignac fought bo th  fo r  p r in c ip le  and fo r  th e  adven tu re  o f 
f ig h t in g .
During th e  war and a f t e r  he claim ed th a t  he had fought fo r  the  
a b s t r a c t  p r in c ip le  o f s ta te s*  r i g h t s .  P o lignac  was no p o l i t i c a l  
t h e o r i s t ;  h is  s ta te s *  r ig h ts  philosophy  was n a iv e , bu t seem ingly s in c e re . 
He was probably  f i r s t  in tro d u ced  to  th e  s t a t e s '  r ig h ts  d o c tr in e  befo re  
th e  war. In  1859 w hile  in  C en tra l America he met th e  U nited S ta te s  
m in is te r  to  th a t  re g io n , A lexander D im itry  o f  L o u is ian a . L a te r ,  bu t 
i n  th a t  same y e a r , in  New York he became acq u a in ted  w ith  th re e  
Louisianians, P ie r r e  Gustave T outan t B eauregard, John S l i d e l l ,  and
i x
Judah P . Benjamin, who would he im portan t men in  th e  Confederacy.
They undoubtedly in f lu e n c e d  him to  suppo rt th e  Southern  cause i f  war 
shou ld  come.
On th e  o th e r  hand, i t  i s  q u i te  p o ss ib le  th a t  P o lig n ac , l ik e  
a l l  men in  a l l  a g es , a c te d  in  response  to  in f lu e n c e s  o f  which he was 
unaware. That i s ,  he claim ed th a t  he had thrown in  h i s  l o t  w ith  the 
Confederacy because he was a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  s t a t e s '  r i g h t s ,  
and he b e liev ed  th is *  But i t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  he was unconscious o f 
o th e r  m otives th a t  moved him. For example, he may have wished to  
enhance th e  re p u ta tio n  o f  h is  fam ily . The P o lig n acs w ere, as th e  
French counted l in e a g e , re c e n t o r  nouveau n o b i l i ty .  They moved in  
high  and even ro y a l c i r c l e s  bu t had never been q u ite  accep ted  by a l l  
in  those  c i r c l e s .  Perhaps th e  young p rin c e  f e l t  th a t  by ach iev ing  
d is t in c t io n  in  a  cause suppo rted  by many o f th e  French a r is to c ra c y  he 
would somehow e le v a te  th e  s o c ia l  s t a tu s  o f  h is  name. Or, t h i r s t i n g  
fo r  s o c ia l  and p e rso n a l accep tan ce , he may have convinced h im se lf th a t  
th e  ru l in g  c la s s  o f  th e  South was a  le g i t im a te  a r is to c ra c y —«but one 
th a t  would tak e  him i n ,  and q u ic k ly . RLnally, i t  may be sim ply th a t  
he was a  young man o f  am b itio n , i n t e l l i g e n t  but no t r e f l e c t iv e ,  and 
th a t  in  th e  C onfederate  cause he saw a  chance to  g a in  fame. He took 
th e  chance bu t wrapped h is  m otives i n  th e  h igh-sounding  philosophy o f 
s t a t e s '  r ig h t s .
In  th e  sp r in g  o f  1861, C onfederate o f f i c i a l s  appo in ted  Polignac 
l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l "by c o u rte sy ,"  which was an un u su a lly  h igh rank  even 
fo r  a  d is tin g u ish e d  a l i e n .  P o lignac*s connections a t  th e  co u rt o f 
Napoleon I I I  undoubtedly  in f lu e n c e d  th e  C onfederate d e c is io n  to  make
th e  appointm ent. The C onfederates needed f r ie n d s  and were anxious to  
p lea se  anyone w ith  a c c e ss  to  th e  head o f  th e  French government. During 
th e  war th e  Richmond government d id  in  f a c t  co n sid e r sending  P o lignacj
on a  d ip lom atic  m iss io n  to  seek  a id  from F rance , Why they  d id  n o t do 
so i s  no t re v e a le d  in  th e  a v a i la b le  so u rc e s .
A fte r  h is  o r ig in a l  appointm ent P o lignac*s prom otions were w e ll 
earned , even i f  one concedes th a t  h is  t i t l e  opened many doors th a t  
might o therw ise  have been c lo se d . He d id  n o t h e s i ta te  to  use h is  
s o c ia l  p o s it io n  fo r  p e rso n a l advantage; y e t  a t  th e  same tim e he worked 
hard  to  prove th a t  he deserved  in c re a s e s  in  ran k  and th a t  he was 
ded ica ted  to  th e  S ou thern  cau se . H is prom otions came only a f t e r  he 
had d isp lay ed  g a l la n t r y  and le a d e rs h ip  a b i l i t y  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .
H is s e rv ic e s  to  th e  C onfederate  cause were s ig n i f ic a n t ,  bu t 
h is  d i s t in c t iv e  c o n tr ib u t io n s  d id  no t come u n t i l  l a t e  in  th e  war and 
w est o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r , On March 1 and 2, 1864, P o lig n ac , a t  th e  
head o f  h is  b r ig a d e , engaged th e  enemy*s gunboats on th e  O uachita 
R iv e r, The gunboats r e t r e a t e d ,  and l a t e r  G eneral R ichard  T aylor con­
g ra tu la te d  P o lignac  fo r  h i s  g a l la n t  e f f o r t .  During th e  Red R iver 
campaign th a t  same y e a r  P o lignac  d is t in g u is h e d  h im se lf by h is  s k i l l  and 
g a l la n t r y ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  du ring  th e  b a t t l e s  o f  M ansfield  and P le a sa n t 
H i l l ,  At one p o in t  when th e  enemy was i n  r e t r e a t ,  th e  P rin c e , i n  command 
o f  a l l  th e  C onfederate  fo rc e s  in  th e  Red R iver co u n try , was charged w ith  
th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  h a ra s s in g  th e  r e t r e a t in g  F e d e ra ls ,
The C onfederate  su ccess  i n  L ou isiana  was s ig n i f ic a n t  in  th a t  
i t  may have pro longed  th e  C iv il  War fo r  s e v e ra l  m onths. At th e  con­
c lu s io n  o f th e  cam paign, th e  F edera l army th a t  invaded th e  Red R iv er
x i
coun try  was s h a t te r e d  so badly  th a t  i t  was unable to  take  i t s  p lanned  
p a r t  i n  th e  grand Union o ffe n s iv e s  o f  1864; i t  had been sch ed u led  to  
move to  M obile and th en  to  Montgomery to  make ju n c tio n  vzith Sherm an's 
army. The C onfederate  v ic to ry  a t  M ansfield , th e  d e c is iv e  b a t t l e  o f 
th e  campaign, can be a t t r ib u te d  in  a  la rg e  degree to  the  a b i l i t y  o f 
Cam ille de P o lig n ac . He had been a  determ ining  in flu e n ce  i n  s to p p in g , 
r e p e l l in g ,  and f i n a l ly  d riv in g  th e  F ed e ra ls  ou t o f th e  Red R iv e r co u n try .
P o lig n ac  was one o f  th e  thousands o f  fo re ig n e rs  who ren d e red  
v a lu a b le  s e rv ic e  to  one o r  th e  o th e r  s id e 'd u r in g  th e  C iv il  War. L i t t l e  
i s  known, however, about t h i s  im portan t group o f  men who fough t so 
courageously  fo r  a  cause . I f  they  rec e iv e d  l i t t l e  re c o g n itio n  i t  i s  
because most were u n d is tin g u ish e d  i n  th e  low er ran k s , o r because  so u rc e s , 
i f  th ey  e x i s t ,  a re  s c a t te r e d  a l l  over the  world and th roughou t many 
lan g u ag es .
E l la  Lonn has made a  s ig n i f ic a n t  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  C iv i l  War 
h is to ry  w ith  h e r  m assive s tu d ie s  o f fo re ig n e rs  in  th e  Union and Con­
fe d e ra te  a rm ies . These works a re  n o t d e f in i t iv e ,  n o r were th ey  
in te n d ed  to  b e . A f te r  much p a in s ta k in g  re se a rc h , she found th a t  i t  
was im p o ss ib le , because o f incom plete  m uster r o l l s  and th e  lo s s  o r 
d e s t ru c t io n  o f  thousands o f  o th e r s ,  to  determ ine th e  number o f
fo re ig n e rs  who fought in  th e  C iv il  War. She was fo rced  to  g e n e ra liz e
and conclude th a t  th e re  were te n s  o f  thousands o f fo re ig n -b o rn  c i t i z e n s  
and r e s id e n t s ,  a s  w e ll a s  thousands o f o th e r  a l ie n s  in  b o th  a rm ies .
Miss L onn 's  i s  th e  study  o f  many men. T his a u th o r 's  i s  th e  s tu d y  o f
one o f  th o se  men.
x i i
Although Cam ille de Polignac*s m i l i ta r y  c a re e r  was un ique, 
i n  some ways h i s  experiences as a  s o ld ie r  were s i m i l i a r  to  a l l  a l ie n  
o f f i c e r s ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f ran k  or s ta t io n  in  l i f e .  I n  bo th  th e  N orth 
and S ou th , th e se  o f f ic e r s  were confronted  by p re ju d ic e ;  t h e i r  m otives 
were su sp ec t; they  had to  prove th e i r  lo y a l ty .  These men complained 
th a t  both  governments d isc rim in a ted  a g a in s t them and th a t  th e  h igh  
commands re se rv e d  high ran k  fo r  th e  n a tiv e  bo rn .
P o lig n a c 's  s to ry  p o in ts  up some o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  th a t  
con fron ted  most fo re ig n e rs  and shows how one a l i e n  responded to  
problem s th a t  were g en era l to  a l l .  F u rth e r , i t  shows how he over­
came them, how he ro se  to  hold  th e  h ig h es t ran k  o f  any fo re ig n e r  in  
th e  C iv il  War, and how, a s  a general he p layed  a  d e c is iv e  ro le  in  the  
most im portan t campaign w est o f th e  M iss is s ip p i R iv e r .
x l i i
CHAPTER I
"Serve God and King"
On November 13, 1913, in  P a r i s ,  P rance , C am ille  Armand Ju le s  
M arie , P rin c e  de P o lignac d ied  a t  h i s  desk from c e r e b ra l  edema w hile 
a ttem p tin g  to  work a  m athem atical problem th a t, had p u zz led  him fo r  te n  
y e a r s .^  Thus ended in  a  r a th e r  p ro sa ic  way th e  l i f e  o f  a  v e r s a t i l e  
and ta le n te d  man. H is d ea th  was n o t in d ic a t iv e  o f  th e  way he had l iv e d . 
D uring h is  e ig h ty -o n e  f u l l  and e v en tfu l y e a rs  he had ach ieved  d i s t in c ­
t io n  i n  many v a r ie d  and u n re la te d  f i e ld s ,  in c lu d in g  jo u rn a lism , mathe­
m a tic s , and c i v i l  e n g in ee rin g .
As a  s o ld ie r  o f  fo rtu n e  he fought in  th re e  w ars i n  d i f f e r e n t  
p a r t s  o f th e  w orld , re c e iv in g  p ra is e  and honor in  each  f o r  h is  g a lla n try  
and b rav e ry . In  th e  Crimean War he achieved th e  ra n k  o f  second
^ T ran sla ted  from "Le P rin c e  Camille de P o lig n a c ,"  The F ig a ro . 
November 19, 1913, P a r i s ,  F rance, i n  Marcus J .  V/right P a p e rs , Southern 
H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n , U n iv e rs ity  o f  North C a ro lin a  L ib ra ry  (Chapel 
H i l l ,  North C a ro lin a ) . H e re a f te r  a l l  papers i n  t h i s  c o l le c t io n  w il l  be 
c i t e d  as Marcus J .  W right P apers; The M arquise de C requ i Mont f o r t  de 
C o u rtiv ro n , "B io g rap h ica l Sketch o f  Camille de P o lig n a c ,"  P a r i s ,  France, 
1962, p . 3 . T h is  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tch  along w ith  c o p ie s  o f  many o f th e  
fam ily  *s p e rso n a l papers and l e t t e r s  was se n t to  th e  a u th o r  by Cam ille 
de Polignac* s  d augh te r, th e  M arquise de Crequi Mont f o r t  de C ou rtiv ron , 
who i s  p re s e n tly  l iv in g  i n  P a r i s ,  France. H e re a f te r  a l l  fam ily  papers 
and l e t t e r s  no t found i n  any d ep o sito ry , bu t in  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  
a u th o r  w il l  be c i te d  a s  P o lignac  P apers . P a r t  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  used in  
t h i s  s tudy  f i r s t  appeared  in  th e  author* s  a r t i c l e  "C am ille  de P o lignac 
and th e  American C iv il  War, 1861-1865," L ou isiana  S tu d ie s . I l l  (Summer, 
1964 ), pp. 163-195. He i s  g r a te f u l  to  th e  e d i to r s  f o r  t h e i r  perm is­
s io n  to  reproduce i t  h e re .
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l ie u te n a n t  a t  th e  age o f  tw en ty -one. P o lig n ac  se rved  a s  m ajor genera l 
in  bo th  th e  American C iv il  War and th e  F ran co -P ru ss ian  War and has th e  
d is t in c t io n  o f  being th e  only fo re ig n e r  to  ho ld  th e  rank  o f  m ajor gen­
e ra l  in  th e  American C iv il  War.
C am ille de P o lig n ac , th e  ’'L a fa y e tte  o f  th e  C onfederacy," and
d is ta n t  cousin  to  Thaddeus K osciusko, cou ld  t r a c e  h is  a n c e s to rs  back to
th e  n in th -c e n tu ry  prov ince o f  V elay, i n  modern H au te-L o ire , where they
were th e  so v ere ig n  power, even to  th e  e x te n t  o f  is s u in g  c o in s . The
s i t e  o f th e  fam ily  c a s t le  was o r ig in a l ly  a  Roman se ttle m e n t known a s
C osta l Lum Anno Horn1 Acum from which th e  name Polem niacus o r P o lun iacus,
hence P o lignac  i s  d e riv ed . The rem nants o f a  tem ple to  th e  God Appollo
2
a re  s t i l l  p re s e n t a t  th e  s i t e .
In  1421 the  male l in e  became e x t in c t ,  and P ie r r e  Armand XI de 
Chalen^on, by h is  m arriage to  W alpurge, s i s t e r  and h e i r  o f  Randonnet 
Armand IX , Vicomte de P o lig n ac , assumed th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Vicomte and 
th e  name and aims o f  th e  P o lignac  fam ily . T h is  s u b s t i tu t io n  was con­
firm ed by th e  Parlem ent o f  P o i t i e r s  i n  1431 and 1435, and by th e  
Parlem ent o f  P a r is  i n  1464. ‘ L a te r ,  i n  1780, J u le s  F ran co is  Armand XXII, 
Vicomte de P o lig n ac , was made a  French duke in  p rim ogen ito r and was 
given a dukedom.3
The f i r s t  h i s to r i c a l l y  im p o rtan t member o f th e  P o lignac  fam ily 
was C ard inal M elchior de P o lignac  (1661-1742) who became a  d is tin g u ish e d
2Judge Harry J .  Lemay, "G enera l de P o lig n a c ,"  U nited Daughters 
o f  th e  Confederacy Magazine. XXIV (Jan u ary , 1963), p . 12.
O
Almanac De Gotha (Gotha: J u s tu s  P e r th e s , 1899), pp. 492-494.
French d ip lo m at. In  1695 he se rved  a s  ambassador to  Poland, and In  
1712 as p le n ip o te n t ia ry  o f  Louis XIV to  th e  Congress o f U trec h t. From 
1725 to  1734 M elchior re p re se n te d  France a t  th e  V atican . He d ied  in  
P a r is  i n  1774 .4
With th e  ex cep tio n  o f  M elch ior, th e  P o lignacs were r e l a t i v e ly  
unknown in  France u n t i l  th e  1 7 7 0 's , when Comtesse Ju le s  de P o lignac  
(Yolande Q a b r ie lle  M artine  de P o la s tro n , 1749-1793) became th e  f a v o r i te  
o f  Queen Marie A n to in e tte . In  1775 th e  tw e n ty -s ix  y ear o ld  Madam de 
P o lignac  was m arried  to  a  c o lo n e l, th e  Comte J u le s  F rancois Armand de
5
P o lig n ac , who had l i t t l e  money. "Comtesse J u le s ,"  as she was c a l le d ,
f i r s t  a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f th e  Queen w hile  sin g in g  a t  a  c o n ce rt
perform ed fo r  h e r  m a je s ty .
The Queen was "touched  by th e  woman's charm and her sweet 
0
ten d e r v o ic e ."  L a te r  she exp la ined : "When I  am a lone w ith h e r  I  am
7
no lo n g er a queen, I  am m y se lf."  According to  one c r i t i c :  " In  a
tw in k lin g  o f  an ey e ,"  Madam de P o lignac became th e  power behind th e
Q
th ro n e ."  Her re ig n  over th e  Queen was to  l a s t  alm ost fo u rteen  y e a rs .
At f i r s t  th e  Comtesse c le v e r ly  responded to  th e  Q ueen's 
a t t e n t io n  w ithou t en thusiasm . Using her poverty  as an excuse, she
A
Hedwige de P o lig n a c , Les P o lignac  (P a r is :  F asquelle  A d d itio n s ,
1960), pp . 95-125; G i l e t t e  Z e ig le r ,  At th e  Court o f  V e r s a i l le s , t r a n s .  
Simon Watson T ay lo r (New York: E. P . Dutton and Co., I n c . ,  1966),
pp . 267-268.
D enise F o l l i o t ,  Queen o f  F rance , t r a n s .  Andre C a s te lo t (New 
York: H arper and B ro s .,  1957), p . 107.
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was seem ingly r e lu c ta n t  to  p a r t i c ip a te  i n  co u rt a f f a i r s  and excused
9
h e r s e l f  a s  much as p o ss ib le  from such s o c ia l  g a th e rin g s . The Queen,
however, made "thiB excuse for absence n u l l  and void by heaping o f f ic e s
and p la c e s  on th e  whole P o lignac  fa m ily .1,10
M arie A n to in e t te 's  d isp la y  o f  a f f e c t io n  fo r Madam de P o lignac
enraged th e  o ld e r  nob les "a s  they  w itnessed  th e  su c c e ss fu l f r u i t
g a th e r in g  o f  th e  P o lig n acs  and they  made th e  name P o lignac  odious
th roughou t F ra n c e .11 Madam de P o lignac became the  most "h a te d  woman
12a t  c o u rt by th o se  who d is l ik e d  ro y a l f a v o r i te s ."
Because o f th e  Q ueen 's "exaggera ted  and dem onstra tive  a f f e c t io n "
fo r  Madam de P o lig n a c , many pam phlets and songs were w r i t te n  d e sc r ib in g
t h e i r  rumored le s b ia n  r e la t io n s h ip .  Madam de Polignac was p i l l o r i e d
as a  m is tre s s  o f  th e  a r t s  o f  le s b ia n  lo v e , and th e  Queers a ls o  accused
13of p e rv e rse  i n c l in a t io n s ,  was d escrib ed  a s  a  nymphomaniac. The Queen
Q
P h i l l i p  G ibbs, Men and Women o f  th e  French He v o lu tio n  (London: 
Kegan P a u l, T rench , T rukner, and C o., L td . ,  1906), p . 28; Maxime De La 
E o c h e te r ie , The L ife  o f  Marie A n to in e tte . I ,  t r a n s .  Cora H am ilton B e ll  
(New York: Dodd, Mead and C o., 1893), p . 154.
"^G ibbs, The French R ev o lu tio n , p . 28.
i:LI b i d . ,  p . 29.
12I b id .  i see  a ls o  Madam Camfan, Memoirs o f th e  P r iv a te  L ife  
o f  M arie A n to in e tte  (P h ila d e lp h ia : Abraham Sm all, 1823), pp . 92-93.
Madam Camfan was th e  F i r s t  Lady to  th e  Queen. She p re s e n ts  th e  most 
fav o ra b le  view o f  th e  P o lig n a c s . However, she c o n tra d ic ts  h e r s e l f  
by sa y in g  th e  P o lig n acs had no money nor attem pted  to  a c q u ire  any as 
th e  Q ueen 's f a v o r i t e s ,  b u t th en  she w rote th a t  Madam de P o lig n a c , 
a lth o u g h  h o n est h e r s e l f  * was used by h e r  fam ily .
13F o l l i o t ,  Queen o f  F rance , pp. 106-107.
c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e  o u tb u rs t o f  resentm ent a s  an ep idem ic , adding
hum orously: UI  was no t sp a re d . Both t a s t e s  were f r e e ly  a t t r ib u te d  to
14me: For women and fo r  lo v e r s ."
A ll evidence in d ic a te s ,  in  th e  c u rre n t fa sh io n  o f  th e  tim e, 
t h a t  th e  two women were le s b ia n s .  T h is was c e r t a in ly  th e  view o f  those  
F rench persons who c o n tin u a lly  complained about th e  a t t e n t io n  th e  
Queen p a id  to  Madam de P o lig n ac .
D esp ite  p u b lic  c r i t ic i s m ,  th e  Queen con tinued  h e r in tim a te  r e ­
la t io n s h ip  w ith  h e r  f a v o r i t e .  Sometimes, however, th ey  would d isag ree  
b u t never to  th e  p o in t where th e i r  f r ie n d sh ip  was s e r io u s ly  im paired .
On one o ccasio n , during  a  p e t ty  argument, th e  Queen accused  Madam de
P o lig n ac  o f  u s in g  h e r in f lu e n c e  fo r  p e rso n a l g a in  and rebuked h e r  w ith:
15"You wanted to  s a c r i f i c e  me fo r  your p e rso n al w ish e s ."
V/hen Madam de P o lig n ac , responding in  t e a r s ,  d e c la re d  th a t  she
would leav e  th e  c o u r t ,  th e  Queen threw  h e r s e l f  a t  h e r  fa v o r ite * s  f e e t
begging  h e r  fo rg iv e n e ss . Both women then " f e l l  i n to  each o th e r* s  arms,
16embraced" and they  were f r ie n d s  once ag a in .
In  th e  summer o f  1776 the  Queen ap p o in ted  J u le s  "rev isionerV  o f 
h e r  E querry . U n til  J u le s ' appointm ent, i t  had c o s t one l i v r e  and tw elve 
sous p e r  day p e r anim al fo r  th e  h o rs e 's  upkeep, b u t J u le s  demanded n ine  
l i v r e s  and s i x  sous p e r day fo r  h is  "work." T h is  " u s e le s s  p o s t o f  r e -  
v is io n e r  consequently  c o s t th e  s t a te  in  p re se n t day /1 9 5 7 /  f ra n c s , 13
14F o l l i o t ,  Queen o f  F rance, pp. 107-108.
15I b id . . p . 146.
16I b id .
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m ill io n s  i n  1777, 15 in  1778, 19 i n  1779, and n e a r ly  23 i n  1780."
One c r i t i c  who com plained o f  J u l e s ’ appointm ent i n s i s t e d  th a t 
th e  Queen ’’im agines th a t  she h as p a id  t r i b u t e  to  f r ie n d s h ip , but the
p u b lic  se e s  in  i t  only a s  b l in d  in f a tu a t io n  fo r  th e  Comtesse de P o lig n ac ,
18who a t  th e  moment i s  com plete ly  i n  th e  a sce n d en t."
In  1780 Ju le s  de P o lig n ac  was g iven  th e  t i t l e  duke w ith a l l  i t s
p r iv i l e g e s ,  and in  1782, th e  new duchess was made governess o f  th e
Q ueen 's ch ild ren*  As governess th e  Duchess had th e  advantage o f  not
on ly  l iv in g  in  th e  p a la ce , b u t a ls o  o f r a i s in g  h e r  c h ild re n  w ith those
o f  th e  ro y a l  fam ily .
These appointm ents, l i k e  a l l  fav o rs  th e  Queen g ran ted  th e
P o lig n a c s , only in c re a se d  th e  h a tre d  o f  th e  o ld e r  members o f  th e  court
fo r  th e  u p s ta r ts  who were g e t t in g  th e  w ealth  and th e  fav o rs  th a t  they
though t r i g h t f u l ly  belonged to  them* N e v e rth e le ss , th e  Duchess, even
though she o f te n  w earied M arie A n to in e tte  "w ith  h e r p e rp e tu a l demands"
19con tinued  to  be her "most te n d e r  f r ien d * "
During th e  178 0 's  F rance was in  a  s t a t e  o f  d is s o lu t io n  and 
ferm ent th a t  le d  e v en tu a lly  to  th e  French R evo lu tion . In  th e  e a r ly  
s ta g e s  o f  th e  R evolution th e  n o b i l i t y  made an u n su ccess fu l e f f o r t  to  
dominate th e  movement. But th e  nob les soon l o s t  c o n tro l o f  th e  Revolu­
t io n  to  th e  "mob," who demanded more extrem e reform s* The monarchy was 
overthrow n and the  o ld  o rd e r  was s h a t te r e d .
17I b i d . ,  pp. 111-112. As re v is io n e r  o f  th e  E querry , Ju le s  was 
i n  charge o f  th e  Queen’s  s t a b le s .
18F o l l io t ,  Queen o f  F ra n c e , p . 111.
19I b id . ,  p. 171.
During th e s e  t r y in g  tim es th e  Queen con tinued  her in tim a te
re la tio n s h ip  w ith  h e r f a v o r i t e ,  th e  h a ted  Madam de P o lig n ac . On
June 1, 1786, M arie A n to in e tte  w rote: ’’Come and weep w ith me, come
and console your f r i e n d .  . . .  I  am bathed  in  te a r s  o f  g r ie f  and d e sp a ir
20• • • come to  me d ear h e a r t •" L ate  in  Ju ly  th a t  same y e a r , the  Queen
summoned th e  Duchess and sa id :  " In  th e  name o f our f r ie n d sh ip  leave  me.
21You s t i l l  have tim e to  avo id  th e  fu ry  o f  my enem ies." The Duchess
was r e lu c ta n t  to  go , b u t under th e  Q ueen's in s is te n c e  and th e  K ing 's
command, she and h e r  husband l e f t  a t  n ig h t d isg u ise d  a s  s e rv a n ts , and
22u ltim a te ly  ended t h e i r  f l i g h t  in  I t a l y .
The P o lig n acs  were fo r tu n a te  i n  escap ing  when they d id , fo r
soon a f t e r ,  a l l  o f  F rance was in  a  s t a t e  o f  tu rm o il, and they  were
c e r ta in ly  co n sid e red  enem ies o f  th e  peop le . One observer in  the
s t r e e t s  o f  P a r i s  heard  rem arks about th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e
Duchess and th e  Queen th a t  were so d i s t a s te f u l  and re v o lt in g  th a t
Denise F o l l io t  i n  h e r  b iography o f  th e  Queen, found them "im possib le  
23to  re p e a t ."  And even under th e  Q ueen's window hawkers so ld  p a s se rs -
by indecen t eng rav ings showing Marie A n to in e tte  " ly in g  in  th e  arms o f
24Madam de P o lig n a c . . . . "
S h o rtly  a f t e r  th e  Duchess f le d  France she rec e iv e d  a l e t t e r  from
20I b id . . p . 218.
^ I b i d . , pp . 235-236.
22P o lig n a c , L es P o lig n a c . pp. 154-155.
23F o l l i o t ,  Queen o f  F rance , p . 245.
24Ib id . . p . 306 .
Marie A n to in e tte*  In  th e  l e t t e r ,  th e  Queen wrote th a t  she c o u ld  no t
express he r r e g r e t  a t  being  se p a ra te d  from Madam de Polignac*
R e fe rrin g  to  th e  Duchess as "my dear lo v e ,"  the  Queen con tinued : " I
hope you f e e l  a s  I  do* We a re  surrounded w ith no th ing  bu t g r ie f*  • • •
Everyone i s  f le e in g  and I  am only happy to  th in k  th a t  a l l  th o se  I
25care  fo r  a re  f a r  from me*"
On O ctober 16, 1793, Marie A n to in e tte  was executed* Upon
h ea rin g  o f th e  Q ueen 's d ea th , th e  Duchess " f e l l  i l l "  and d ied  on
th e  fo llo w in g  December 4 o r 5* Her l a s t  words to  her son J u le s  Armand
26Auguste M arie (1780-1847) were: "Serve God and K ing ,"--w ords t h a t  he
would never fo rg e t*
The P o lig n ac s  have been se v e re ly  c r i t i c i z e d  fo r  abandoning th e  
Queen when sh e  needed them th e  most* However, to  have rem ained would 
have su re ly  m eant t h e i r  dea th , fo r  th ey  were probably th e  most h a te d  o f 
th e  n o b i l i ty — h ated  by a r i s to c r a t  and commoner a lik e*  A lthough t h e i r  
accum ulating  g re a t  w ealth  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  g en ero sity  o f  th e  Queen 
cannot be condoned, th ey  were probably  no b e t t e r  o r no worse th a n  th e  
o th e r  nob les i n  t h e i r  d e s ire  fo r  g re a t r ic h e s .  The P o lig n acs were sim ply 
s k i l l e d  enough to  o b ta in  what they  wanted*
Many Frenchmen, m ostly  a r i s t o c r a t s ,  f le d  th e  coun try  to  escape 
p e rse c u tio n  d u rin g  th e  R evo lu tion . Many o f th e se  etnigres went to  
England, I t a l y ,  and th e  German s t a t e s ,  and a few ended t h e i r  f l i g h t  
in  R u ss ia . Hoping fo r  th e  r e s to r a t io n  o f  th e  o ld  regim e, th e  efaigres as 
a group rem ained lo y a l  to  th e  Bourbons, and were le d  by such men
25I b i d . . p . 236.
P o lig n a c , Les P o lig n ac * p . 161*
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a s  th e  Count d 'A r to is ,  l a t e r  C harles X.
The efaigres encouraged and a id ed  c o u n te rre v o lu tio n a ry  a c t iv i t y
w ith in  F rance. They a lso  t r i e d  to  persuade m onarch ial Europe to  send
i t s  arm ies a g a in s t  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  governm ent. Some efaigres even
fought w ith  arm ies t h a t  opposed th o se  o f  th e  R ev o lu tio n .
The Duke de P o lig n a c , w ith  h is  c h i ld re n ,  h i s  f a th e r ,  th e  Vicomte
de P o lig n ac , and o th e r  members o f  th e  fam ily  sp en t th e  f i r s t  y e a rs  o f
e x i le  i n  I t a l y .  T h e ir  hopes fo r  a  speedy r e tu rn  to  France were
27s h a t te r e d  i n  1793 when Louis XVI was execu ted .
In  1793 th e  efaigres se n t th e  o ld  Vicomte de P o lignac  on a
m issio n  to  R ussia  to  p re se n t t h e i r  case  to  th e  C zarin a , C a therine  th e
28G rea t, who was sym pathetic  to  th e  R o y a lis t  cause .
The Vicomte, ta k in g  h is  fam ily , e ig h tee n  members in  a l l ,  w ith
him, decided  to  tak e  advantage o f  C a th e r in e 's  g e n e ro s ity  and remained
29i n  R ussia  under th e  p ro te c tio n  o f th e  C za rin a . They s e t t l e d  on an
e s t a t e  in  th e  p rov ince  o f  Volhynia in  th e  n o rth w este rn  p a r t  o f  th e  
30U kraine.
The D uke's son Ju le s  Armand Auguste M arie, th e  fu tu re  prime 
m in is te r  o f  C harles X, was an i d e a l i s t i c  young man who, e v id e n tly  
d i s i l lu s io n e d  by th e  R evolu tion , d id  no t en joy  th e  f r i v o l i t y  o f  
re fu g e e  l i f e  in  e x i le .  He was anxious to  r e tu r n  to  France and f ig h t  
fo r  th e  r e s to ra t io n  o f  th e  monarchy. With t h i s  view in  mind, in
27I b ld . . pp. 161-162.
28I b id .
29Ib id .
30I b id . ; The M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ourtiv ron  to  Roy 
H atton , A p ril 13, 1969, in  Polignac P ap e rs .
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1796, a t  th e  age o f  s ix te e n , he secu red  from C atherine  an appointm ent
a s  ordnance o f f ic e r  in  th e  R ussian  army, b e lie v in g  th a t  th e  C zarina
31would soon go to  war w ith  P ran ce . But s h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  appointm ent 
C a therine  d ied , and much to  J u l e s ' d isappo in tm en t, R ussia  under Pau l I ,  
C a th e r in e 's  son, was no t drawn in to  war w ith  France u n t i l  1799.
In  th e  meantime Ju le s  a s  aide-de-cam p to  a  G eneral B e k le te h o ff , 
was s e n t  to  the  T urk ish  f r o n t ie r  on th e  R ussian  b o rd e r. L i t t l e  i s  
known about h is  m il i ta ry  ex p erien ce  excep t th a t  he was unhappy, fe e lin g
th a t  he should  bo in  France f ig h t in g  fo r  th e  ro y a l cause r a th e r  than
32being  in a c t iv e  i n  the  R ussian army f a r  from th e  scene o f  c o n f l i c t .  He
d id  n o t ,  however, give up h is  d e s ir e  to  r e tu r n  to  F rance , and sometime
befo re  1799, probably w ith t h i s  view i n  mind he re s ig n ed  h is  commission
in  th e  R ussian army. In  1800 Count d 'A r to is  made him h is  aide-de-cam p,
and J u le s  accompanied th e  fu tu re  k in g  to  England where th e  ro y a l  fam ily
had s e t t l e d .  In  London Ju le s  was re u n i te d  w ith  r e l a t i v e s  and form er
f r ie n d s  o f  th e  fam ily . He l ik e d  London and th e  E n g lish  peop le , who
33were very  h o sp itab le  to  th e  re fu g e e s .
The fo llow ing y e a r , h i s  f a th e r ,  th e  Duke de P o lig n ac , a ls o  
moved to  London fo r a  sh o r t  w h ile , b u t fo r  some unknown reaso n  re tu rn e d  
to  R u ssia  where he d ied  in  1817 *3^
Ju le s  remained in  England which became h is  t h i r d  home s in c e
35e x i le .  London was very a p p e a lin g , n o t on ly  because o f  the  a c t iv e
31P o lig n ac , Les P o lig n a c . p . 162.
32Ib ld .
33Ib id .
34I b ld . . p . 163.
35I b id . . p. 164.
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s o c ia l  l i f e ,  but a lso  because o f  I t s  p rox im ity  to  F rance . From London
J u le s  could c lo se ly  watch th e  p o l i t i c a l  developments ta k in g  p lace  in
F rance . He could a ls o  meet o th e r  efaigres who were a ttem p tin g  to
overthrow  th e  C onsu late .
S h o rtly  a f t e r  a r r iv in g  in  London J u le s  l o s t  h i s  f a i th  in  God
36and tem p o rarily  tu rned  away from r e l i g io n .  Perhaps he b e liev ed  th a t
God abandoned France by p e rm itt in g  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  s o c ia l  and
p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  which were thought in  th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  to
be d iv in e , and which he had been tau g h t to  c h e r ish .
Ju le s  may have l o s t  h i s  f a i t h  in  God, bu t he d id  no t lo se  f a i t h
in  h im se lf o r  in  th e  m onarch ia l system  o f  government. In  1801 o r 1802
he became an a c tiv e  r e v o lu t io n i s t ,  d e d ic a tin g  h is  l i f e  to  overthrow ing 
37th e  C onsulate .
S e c re tly  r e tu rn in g  to  F ran ce , he became an a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a n t
in  v a rio u s p lo ts  to  r e s to r e  th e  monarchy. L i t t l e  i s  known about h is
a c t i v i t i e s  as a  r e v o lu t io n is t  excep t th a t  very  e a r ly  i n  h is  c a re e r  he
was a r r e s te d .  While i n  p r is o n  he met a  p r i e s t  who re s to re d  h is  f a i th  
38in  God. From th a t  tim e on h i s  f a i t h  was never shaken, and l a t e r  in  
l i f e  he became a r e l ig io u s  f a n a t ic .
He managed to  escape  from p r iso n  and con tinued  h is  e f f o r t s  to  
overthrow  Napoleon. But i n  1804 he was a r r e s te d  a g a in , and thiB tim e
36I b id . .  pp. 163-164.
37I b id .
oo
I b id . ,  p . 165 .
sp en t te n  y e a rs  in  p rison*  L ike so much about J u le s ,  l i t t l e  i s  known
about h is  l i f e  in  p r is o n , except t h a t  a g re a t d e a l o f  tim e was devoted
39to  r e l ig io u s  s tu d y , m ed ita tio n , and w riting*
A f te r  th e  Bourbons were re s to re d  in  1814, and he was re le a s e d
from p r is o n , J u le s  h e ld  v a rio u s  o f f ic e s ,  in c lu d in g  am bassador to  the
E ng lish  Court* He se rv ed  h is  government i n  t h i s  c a p a c ity  from 1823
u n t i l  1829* Three y e a rs  p r io r  to  h i s  appointm ent as ambassador}
P o lignac was given th e  t i t l e  ’’P r in c e '1 by Pope P iu s  V II.
The a c c e ss io n  o f  C harles X to  tho French th ro n e  in  1824 meant
th e  trium ph o f  th e  fo rc e s  o f  th e  ancien  reteime, which had s u f f e re d  a
se tb ack  i n  1814 when L ouis XVIII was forced  to  ag ree  to  a c h a r te r
g u a ran tee in g  a  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  monarchy. The k ing  was g iven  a l l
ex ecu tiv e  power, but l e g i s l a t i v e  power was shared  by th e  monarch, and
by a  two-chambered l e g i s l a tu r e  composed o f  a  h e re d i ta ry  Chamber o f
P e e rs , ap p o in ted  by th e  crown, and an e le c te d  Chamber o f  D eputies*
The c h a r te r  p rocla im ed  in  r a th e r  vague and u n s a t is f a c to ry  te rm s,
freedom o f  r e l ig io n ,  freedom o f  th e  p re s s , e q u a lity  b e fo re  th e  law ,
40and th e  r i g h t  o f  a f a i r  t r i a l .
C h arle s  X and o th e r  U ltra -R o y a lis ts  hoped to  r e tu r n  to  th e
41’’n a tu r a l  o rd e r  o f  th in g s ."  To th e  U ltra s  the  " n a tu r a l  o rd e r  o f  th in g s"  
meant a  "happy F rance , q u ie t ly  a t  work under benign p r i e s t s  and k in g s ,
°  I b i d . . p . 169.
40A r tz , Bourbon R e s to ra t io n , p. 26.
41P a u l A. Gagnon, France S ince  1789 (New York: H arper and
Row, 1964), p . 99.
13
u n tro u b led  by th e  s e l f i s h  in d iv id u a lism  and f a l s e  e q u a l i ty  o f  th e
— — 42R evo lu tion , /and/ guided in  i t s  a f f a i r s  by a  d i s in te r e s te d  a r is to c ra c y .”
However, a l l  o f  C h a rle s ' e f f o r t s  were opposed by th e  L ib e ra ls  
who i n  1827 were in  m a jo rity  i n  th e  Chamber o f  D ep u tie s . C h arle s , 
th e r e f o re ,  d isso lv e d  th e  Chamber and c a l le d  fo r  new e le c t io n s .  The r e ­
s u l t s  were th e  r e - e le c t io n  o f  an even g r e a te r  number o f  d e p u tie s  a s c r ib ­
ed a s  L ib e ra ls .
R ea liz in g  th a t  he could no t c o n tro l th e  Chamber, th e  King 
tem p o ra rily  gave in  and appo in ted  a m oderate m in is try . At th e  same 
tim e , he re fu se d  to  recogn ize  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  m in i s t e r ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l ­
i t y ,  which by t h i s  tim e, was alm ost u n iv e r s a l ly  accep ted  in  P rance, and
43n e g o tia te d  w ith  an U ltra  to  head a new m in is try  s u i ta b le  to  h im se lf .
Determined to  defy th e  Chamber, C harles r e c a l l e d  h is  ambassador 
to  England, J u le s  de P o lig n ac , and over th e  o p p o s itio n  o f  an over­
whelming m a jo rity  o f  d e p u tie s  appo in ted  him M in is te r  o f  F oreign  A f fa ir s
44and P re s id e n t o f  th e  C ouncil.
T his was a  m is tak e , fo r  P o lig n ac , whose name was a b a t t l e  c ry ,
was p robab ly , w ith  th e  p o ss ib le  excep tion  o f  C h a rle s , " th e  most U ltra
45o f  th e  U ltra s” in  F rance . No one was more d i s t r u s te d  and h a ted  by 
th e  L ib e ra ls  th an  th e  a rro g a n t P o lig n ac , a  s e l f - r ig h te o u s ,  ou trageously
42A rtz , Bourbon R e s to ra tio n , p . 32.
^ I b i d . : John M. S• A llis o n , T h e irs  and th e  French Monarchy 
(New Y ork :. Houghton M if f l in  C o., 1926), p . 83.
44A llis o n , The French Monarchy, p . 83; A rtz , Bourbon R esto ra ­
t i o n . p . 32.
45A rtz , Bourbon R e s to ra tio n , p . 32.
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p ious man who " c a r r ie d  proudly th e  burden o f  h is  fam ily ’s g re a t 
46u n p o p u la rity ."
Furtherm ore, Polignac was not a  good cho ice  to  head th e  French
government because , having been out o f  th e  coun try  fo r  many y e a rs , "he
knew noth ing" about th e  so c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  changes ta k in g  p lace  in
F ran ce , and a s  an. U ltra  "he was tem peram entally  adverse  to  le a rn in g "
47about th e se  changes. He was not a l e r t  to  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  p r a c t ic a l
p o l i t i c s .  He b e lie v e d  th a t  God in te rv e n e d  in  human a f f a i r s  and in s i s t e d
th a t  h is to ry  would be incom prehensible i f  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l was ig n o red .
As f a r  a s P o lignac was concerned, p o l i t i c s  and r e l ig io n  were in s e p a r -  
48a b le . Moreover, he had v is io n s , c la im ing  " th a t  th e  V irg in  Mary
49showed h e r s e l f  to  him p e r io d ic a l ly  to  g ive  him advice  and c o u n se l."
He a lso  had th e  d is t in c t io n  o f  be ing  one o f  th e  two members o f
th e  Chamber o f  P ee rs  who, in  1816, fo r  r e l ig io u s  re a so n s , had re fu se d
to  swear a lle g ia n c e  to  th e  C h arte r. As an a rd e n t C a th o lic , Polignac
had m isg iv ings about sw earing a lle g ia n c e  to  a  c h a r te r  th a t  prom ised
50re l ig io u s  freedom. He was a lso  known as one o f  th e  most in f lu e n t i a l  
members o f  a  r e l i g io u s - p o l i t i c a l  s o c ie ty  known as th e  C ongregation.
The C ongregation was an o rg a n iz a tio n  whose membership in c lu d ed  
bo th  th e  c l e r i c a l  and th e  l a i t y .  They were bound to  use any means,
48I b id . : John B. Wolf, France: 1814-1919 (New York: H arper
Torchbooks, 1963), p . 67.
47W olf, F rance , p . 68.
48P o lig n ac , Les P o lig n ac . p . 231.
49I b id . .  pp . 232-233.
50I b id . . p . 177.
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p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  economic, o r  o th e rw ise , fo r  th e  good o f  s o c ie ty .  The
o rg a n iz a tio n  had been founded in  1801, suppressed  in  1810, and e x is te d
s e c r e t ly  u n t i l  1814 when again  i t  came ou t in  th e  open d e sp ite  laws
a g a in s t unau tho rized  r e l ig io u s  o rd e r s .  L ib e ra ls  were opposed to  the
51w idespread p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  o rg a n iz a tio n .
T h ere fo re , no one, w ith  th e  excep tion  o f  C h a rle s , had any f a i th
52in  P o lig n a c 's  id ea s  o r h is  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  And i t  was no t u n t i l  August
8 , 1829, th a t  he was a b le  to  form a  c a b in e t—a c a b in e t made up o f
53U ltra s  l ik e  h im se lf and th e re fo re  s u i ta b le  to  th e  King.
The King’s  cho ice  o f  P o lignac  to  head th e  new U l t r i s t  m in is try
in d ic a te d  th a t  he was no lo n g er in te r e s te d  in  t ry in g  to  m ain ta in
e i th e r  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  o r  m a jo rity  r u l e .  In  th e  eyes o f  many, " th e
King and a sm all p a r ty  were now on th e  verge o f  e s ta b l is h in g  a 
54despo tism ."
P o lignac*s appointm ent "was considered  a  d e c la ra tio n  o f  war on
French s o c ie ty ,"  and a  "wave o f  p o p u lar resen tm ent swept over th e  
55c o u n try ."  The French people were d iv ided  in to  two groups, those  who
su ppo rted  th e  Crown, and th o se  who were determ ined " to  sh u t up th e  Bour-
56bons in s id e  th e  C h a r te r ."  And alm ost everyone b e lie v e d  th a t  i t  was
51A rtz , Bourbon R e s to ra t io n , pp . 118-119.
52I b i d . ,  p . 32.
53I b id .
54F re d eric k  B. A rtz , R eac tion  and R evo lu tion  (New York: Harper
Torchbooks, 1963), p . 234.
55A rtz , Bourbon R e s to ra t io n , p . 32.
56Ib id .
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only a  m a tte r  o f  tim e b e fo re  th e  King would a ttem pt a coup d 'e t a t .  . .
A c tu a lly , C harles had rev e a le d  h is  in te n t io n s  when he sa id : " th e  French
wanted a  c h a r te r ;  and they  were g iven  one, • • • bu t in  th e  end t h i s
57c h a r te r  cannot keep me from doing my w i l l . "
When th e  Chamber met in  March, 1830, o p p o sitio n  to  th e  m in is try  
was so g re a t  th a t  C harles once ag a in  d isso lv e d  th e  assembly and c a l le d  
fo r  new e le c t io n s .
In  th e  m eantime, P o lignac  made p lan s  fo r  an a g g re ss iv e  fo re ig n  
p o lic y  th a t  he hoped jwould d i s t r a c t  th e  p o l i t i c i a n s  from th e  c o n s t i tu ­
t io n a l  is s u e s  a t  home. Furtherm ore, a v ic to ry  in  war might be e x a c tly  
what th e  French needed to  in c re a s e  t h e i r  enthusiasm  fo r  th e  Crown.
The o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a  " s a fe  campaign fo r  French honor and g lo ry ,"
came i n  June, 1830, when th e  Dey o f  A lg ie rs , fo rg e t t in g  h is  m anners,
58s tru c k  th e  K in g 's  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  w ith  h is  fa n . A lg ie rs  was invaded
and f e l l  on Ju ly  5, 1830. The m il i ta r y  ex p ed itio n  was s u c c e s s fu l,  few
French s o ld ie r s  were k i l l e d ,  and th e  t r e a s u re  cap tu red  from th e  Dey was
59enough to  pay th e  e n t i r e  c o s t o f  th e  v e n tu re .
D esp ite  h i s  su ccess  in  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s ,  th e  King d id  n o t win th e
lo y a l ty  o f  h i s  s u b je c ts ,  and th e  f a i lu r e  to  ga in  popu lar approval only
60"encouraged C harles to  proceed w ith  a  dom estic coup d 'e t a t . "
57A rtz , R eac tion  and R ev o lu tio n , pp . 263-264.
58W olf, F ran ce , p . 67.
59Gagnon, France S ince 1789. p . 117.
60Gordon W right, France in  Modern Times (Chicago: Rand McNally
and C o., 1960), p . 244.
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As th e  e le c t io n s  approached, th e  su p p o rte rs  o f  th e  new p r in c ip le s
o f  l i b e r ty  to o k  a  firm  s ta n d . They were determ ined th a t  th e  King
OXshou ld  n o t use u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l  means o f  government. To make m a tte rs  
w orse, C h arles  made th e  "m istake o f  p u t t in g  h im self in  a  p o s i t io n  th a t  
r e j e c t io n  o f  th e  m in is try  a lso  f u l ly  invo lved  th e  r e je c t io n  o f  th e  
K in g ."62
Much to  th e  s u rp r is e  o f  th e  King and P o lignac , bo th  o f  whom were 
c o n fid e n t o f  v ic to r y ,  th e  L ib e ra ls  were r e - e le c te d  and re tu rn e d  to  th e  
Chamber w ith  an overwhelming m a jo r ity . The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  e le c t io n  
in d ic a te d  n o t only  a  r e je c t io n  o f  th e  m in is try  but more f r ig h te n in g , 
th e  p o s s ib le  r e je c t io n  o f  C harles h im se lf .
C h arles  was fo rced  to  do one o f  two th in g s ; he cou ld  e i t h e r  bow 
to  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  Chamber and ap p o in t a  new m in is try , o r  he cou ld  
r e s o r t  to  a  coup d*eftat, a s  urged by P o lig n ac . He chose th e  l a t t e r  
c o u rse .
P o lig n ac  a ssu red  th e  King th a t  th e re  would be no r e s is ta n c e
because th e  p rosperous French were no t in te r e s te d  in  e le c t io n  lav/s o r  
63i n  P a r l ia m e n ts . * C harles was a ls o  re a ssu re d  when P o lignac  t o ld  him 
th a t  he had been v i s i t e d  s e v e ra l  tim es by th e  V irg in  who prom ised 
su c ce ss  i n  th e  v e n tu re .6^
During th e  te n se  summer months o f  1830, ju s t  b e fo re  th e  a ttem p ted
6XA rtz , Bourbon R e s to ra t io n , p . 34.
62I b i d .
63A rtz , R eaction  and R ev o lu tio n , p . 267.
64I b id . : V/olf, France, pp. 67 -68 .
coup, th e  B r i t i s h  ambassador wrote th a t  whenever he c a l le d  on P o lignac :
" I  f e e l  a s  though I  were e n te r in g  th e  f o o ls ' p a ra d ise  o f  M ilto n ." 65
P o lignac  was indeed  l iv in g  in  a  " f o o l s ' p a ra d ise "  th a t  summer, 
fo r  he sounded th e  d ea th  k n e ll  o f  th e  Bourbons on Ju ly  26, 1830, when 
he is su e d  th e  Four O rdinances which were th e  immediate cause o f  th e  
re v o lu tio n  th a t  fo llow ed . These O rdinances suspended th e  l i b e r ty  o f  th e  
p re s s ;  d isso lv e d  th e  Chamber o f D epu ties, which had no t y e t met; r e ­
duced th e  number o f  d e p u tie s , thereby  e lim in a tin g  a  number o f  a n t i ­
government can d id a te s ; and o rdered  new e le c t io n s .
By a  s t r i c t  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  lav/, th e  Crown cou ld  ‘j u s t i f y  
th e  O rdinances by th e  ambiguous phraseo logy  o f  A r t i c le  14 o f  th e  C h a rte r , 
which s ta te d  th a t  " th e  King might make th e  n ecessa ry  re g u la tio n s  and o r -
6d inances fo r  th e  execu tion  o f  th e  laws and fo r  th e  s a fe ty  o f  th e  s t a t e . "
The p eo p le , however, saw th e  O rdinances a s  law s d ep riv in g  them
o f  t h e i r  freedom. The P a r is ia n s  were soon in  r e v o l t ;  crowds o f  i r a t e
c i t i z e n s  went about th e  narrow s t r e e t s  sh o u tin g  "Long l iv e  th e  C h arte r!"
67and "Down w ith  th e  m in is te r s ."  Po lignac  rem ained calm and kep t a s su r ­
in g  C harles t h a t  th e  V irg in  had once ag a in  appeared  and had to ld  him
68t h a t  th e  r e v o l t  would f a i l .  P o lignac*s rea ssu ran c e  was o f  l i t t l e  com­
f o r t  to  C h a rle s , who on August 2 , 1830, fa c in g  r e a l i t y  and r e a l iz in g  
th a t  th e  a ttem p ted  coup had f a i l e d ,  a b d ic a te d  th e  th ro n e . H is cousin  
L ouis P h i l ip p e , th e  Duke d 'O rle an s , became K ing.
65A rtz , R eaction  and R evo lu tion , p .  267.
c c
A rtz , Bourbon R e s to ra tio n , on. 34-35 .
67A rtz , R eaction  and R evo lu tion , p . 267.
68I b id . : W olf, France, p . 68.
19
P rin c e  de P o lignac  a ttem p ted  to  escape , bu t was a r r e s te d  and
condemned to  p e rp e tu a l im prisonm ent. He was s e n t  to  th e  F o r tre s s  o f
V incennes, and l a t e r  was t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  F o r tre s s  o f  Hamm where he 
69sp en t s ix  y e a rs . At V incennes, showing concern fo r  h is  w ife and 
fam ily , Ju le s  w ro te:
I  p r e f e r  she / t h e  P rincesj* / shou ld  no t come to  Vincennes 
fo r  some days; one must w ait th a t  th e  i r r i t a t i o n s  tru e  o r  
p re te x t  th a t  a g i t a t e s  th e  c a p i ta l  • • . shou ld  su b s id e . T e l l  
h e r not to  be a f f e c te d  by what has occu rred ; she knows me and 
understands t h a t  a  so u l t h a t  w ith sto o d  t h i r t y  y e a rs  o f  a d v e rs ity  
i s  n o t overthrow n by one more m is fo rtu n e , e sp e c ia l ly  so a s  i t  
i s  to  be th e  l a s t ;  re p e a t  aga in  to  th e  P r in c e s s  she should  tak e  
courage, anyway I  w i l l  have some fo r  two. I  would wish sim ply 
to  be t r a n s fe r r e d  to  a  p la c e  where I  cou ld  have my w ife and 
c h ild re n  around me, th e  only  c o n so la tio n s  which a re  l e f t  me in  
t h i s  w orld . A f te r  a l l  I  have~no w i l l  o r  d e s ire s  to  ex p ress ; I  
accep t a l l  t h a t  p rov idence  w i l l  send me; I  r e g r e t  only th a t  
sorrow  th a t  my m isfo rtu n e  b r in g s  to  my f r i e n d s .70
In  1836, L ouis P h i l ip p e , i n  h is  d e s ire  to  dominate th e  French
government, won some c o n se rv a tiv e  suppo rt when he is su e d  an amnesty
ord inance  m odifying th e  punishm ent o f  a number o f  R o y a lis t p o l i t i c a l
p r is o n e rs .  J u le s  de P o lig n a c * s sen tence  was commuted to  one o f  e x i le ,
fo r  twenty y e a rs .
Banished from F rance , he was t r a n s f e r r e d  w ith  an armed e s c o r t  to
E ngland. Upon a r r i v a l  a t  Dover, P rin c e  de P o lignac  was g ree ted  by
E n g lish  f r ie n d s  who welcomed him to  t h e i r  co u n try . But Ju le s  d id  no t
71rem ain long in  England.
H is cousin  in  B av aria , A riane de C e tte , who was a lso  a  cousin  to
69P o lig n ac , Les P o lig n a c . pp. 224-226.
70P rin c e  J u le s  de P o lignac  to  Vertamy, November 22, 1830, in  
P o lig n as  P ap e rs .
71The M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ourtiv ron  to  Roy H atton  
A p r il  13, 1969, in  P o lignac  P ap e rs .
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th e  King o f  B av aria , made a l l  th e  n ecessa ry  arrangem ents to  re c e iv e
him in  th a t  c o u n try . Upon h is  a r r i v a l  in  B av aria , J u le s  purchased  th e
p ro p erty  o f  W ild thu rn . During th e  e x ile  th e  fam ily spen t most o f  i t s
tim e a t  th e  c a s t l e  on th e  e s t a t e .  J u le s  enjoyed h is  l i f e  a t  W ild thu rn ,
and sp en t a  g re a t  d ea l o f  tim e w r it in g  and re la x in g  w ith  h is  fam ily .
He never l o s t  h i s  lo v e  fo r  France and t r i e d  to  i n s t i l l  th a t  lo v e  i n  th e
72h e a r ts  o f  h i s  c h ild re n .
In  1842, fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e s in c e  e x i le ,  Ju le s  was p e rm itte d  
to  r e tu r n  to  France to  a t te n d  th e  wedding o f  h is  o ld e s t  son Armand.
He made th e  t r i p  w ithou t in c id e n t  and a f t e r  re tu rn in g  to  B avaria  de­
c ided  to  make P a r i s  h is  home. He was n o t,  however, p e rm itte d  to  l i v e  
in  P a r i s .  T h e re fo re , he rem ained in  B avaria  u n t i l  1845, when he was 
allow ed to  move to  S t .  Germain, a suburb o f  P a r i s ,  which was th e  home
o f  many o f  th e  o ld  a r is to c r a c y .  He s e t t l e d  i n  a  house, which s in c e  has
73been c a l le d  th e  P a v ilio n  de P o lig n ac . By t h i s  tim e, however, th e  
y e a rs  o f  h a rd sh ip  and d isappoin tm ent were e v id e n t~ o n  both body and 
so u l, and P r in c e  J u le s  de P o lignac  d ied  on March 30, 1847, two months 
b e fo re  h is  s ix ty - e ig h th  b ir th d a y .
P rin c e  de P o lignac  s t a te d  what was probably  th e  b e s t  e x p la n a tio n  
o f  h is  f a i l u r e s  a s  a  p o l i t i c i a n  when he w rote: " I  r e i t e r a t e  th e  s e n t i ­
ments o f  a  h e a r t  which I  doubt was made fo r  t h i s  cen tu ry  fo r  i t  e i th e r
74knows o r  can change." J u le s  de P o lignac  was a  member o f  th e  an c ien  
raSgimQ and he cou ld  n o t adap t to  th e  changing tim es. N e v e rth e le ss , th e re
P o lig n a c . pp . 230-231.
7 0
I b i d . .  pp . 236-237.
74P r in c e  J u le s  de P o lignac  to  _
in  P o lignac  P a p e rs .
, February 16 , 1832,
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i s  ev idence th a t  he bore no m alice , fo r  in  a  l e t t e r  concern ing  an
a r t i c l e  t h a t  he had w r i t te n ,  he sa id :
I  avoided ex p re ss in g  any th ing  i r r i t a t i n g  a g a in s t  any 
person  whoever* F i r s t  i t  I s  no t i n  my n a tu re  to  ad d re ss  th e  
p a ss io n s  and second ly , i f  I  have enem ies, I  am an enemy to  no 
one* L a s tly ,  th e  ground on which I  examined th e  q u e s tio n  
which I  t r e a t  a llow  me to  avo id  a l l  th a t  m ight wound, no t on­
ly  th e  person  bu t a lso  t h e i r  op in ions w hatever they  may be .
I  a rgue  bu t I  do no t combat anyone.75
J u le s  sp en t h a p p ie r days i n  England th an  in  h is  o f te n  h o s t i l e  
France* In  1800 he had found a  congen ial s o c ie ty  i n  London, and fo r  
y e a rs  he had been ab le  to  a s s o c ia te  f re e ly  w ith  th e  E n g lish  n o b i l i ty — 
som ething th e  P o lig n acs  had n o t always been a b le  to  do w ith  th e  n o b i l i ty  
in  France* T h e re fo re , he sp en t a s  much le i s u r e  tim e as p o s s ib le  in  
London*
I t  was i n  t h i s  f r ie n d ly  atm osphere, in  1815, th a t  he met and 
th e  n ex t y e a r  m arried  i n  P a r i s ,  a  S c o t t is h  g i r l ,  B arbara  Campbell, 
who descended from th e  House o f  Hoyaume-Uni, a  branch  o f  th e  Dukes o f
A rgyll*  J u le s  was in tro d u c ed  to  B arbara by one o f  h e r  r e l a t i v e s  who
70had known h i s  f a th e r  i n  Russia* By t h i s  union J u le s  had a  son Armand
(1817-1890), l a t e r  Duke de P o lig n ac , and a daugh te r, Seyna, who d ied
young. The m arriage  ended in  1819 w ith  th e  death  o f  B arbara  who may
have d ie d  from com plica tions r e s u l t in g  from th e  b i r th  o f  Seyna.
J u le s ,  i n  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  h i s  government, t r a v e le d  e x te n s iv e ly
and l e f t  h is  c h ild re n  w ith  r e l a t i v e s  i n  London* He r a r e ly  saw h is
77fam ily  and t h i s  seems to  have bo th ered  him a g re a t deal*
75I b id .
70The M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ourtiv ron  to  Roy H atton ,
A p r il  13 , 1969, i n  P o lignac  P ap ers ; Almanac De G otha. 1889, p . 328*
77The Marquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ourtiv ron  to  Roy H atton ,
A p r il  13 , 1969, i n  P o lignac  Papers*
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T h ere fo re i a f t e r  th re e  y e a rs  o f  lo n e l in e s s  and d e p re ss io n , Ju le s
rem a rrie d . H is second w ife , Mary C h a r lo tte  P a rk in s , o f  th e  House o f
R a n c l if f ,  was E n g lish . She was th e  young widow o f  th e  French Comte
78de C hoiseu l, and a  member o f  French s o c ie ty  when Ju le s  met h e r .  By 
t h i s  m arriage Ju le s  had f iv e  c h ild re n , one g i r l  and fo u r hoys, o f  whom
Cam ille was nex t to  th e  youngest.
L i t t l e  i s  known about J u l e s 1 son Armand, except th a t  he served  
as an o f f i c e r  i n  th e  French c a v a lry . But a l l  th e  P r in c e 's  c h ild re n  by 
h is  second m arriage were above average in  a b i l i t y  and t a l e n t ,  and a l l ,  
except Yolande (1830-1855), th e  d au g h te r, who d ied  a t  th e  age o f  tw enty- 
f iv e ,  accom plished som ething worthy o f  n o te .
The o ld e s t  son , Alphonse (1826-1863), a tten d ed  th e  l 'i f c o le  P o lv - 
■hftfihn-tquft and th e  l 'I f c o le  d 'A r t i l l e r i e  de Metz. He se rved  in  th e  C ri­
mean War a s  aide-de-cam p to  G eneral E l l i e  F re d e ric k  Forney and Jean
Jacques PeK Llissier. Alphonse was s p i r i t u a l ,  a  l i t t l e  p a ra d o x ic a l, and
a t  th e  same tim e s c i e n t i f i c  and a r t i s t i c .  He tr a v e le d  a g re a t d e a l, but
79w ithout n e g le c tin g  h is  d u t ie s .  He d ied  w h ile  s t i l l  young in  1863.
Ludovic (1827-1904), th e  most im petuous and most su c c e s s fu l o f  
th e  fo u r b ro th e r s ,  s tu d ie d  a t  th e  l 'l& o le  P o ly techn ioue  and th e n  a t  th e  
l 'E b o le  d»A pplica tion .  L ike A lphonse, he was a  s o ld ie r ,  and a f t e r  having 
made a  campaign in  I t a l y ,  he was a tta c h e d  to  th e  Arab Bureau o f  A lg ie rs , 
and sp en t most o f  h is  l i f e  in  N orth A f r ic a .  R e fe rr in g  to  A lg ie r s ,  in  a
78I b id . : Almanac De Gotha. 1889, p . 328.
79P o lig n ac , Lee P o lig n ac . pp . 239-240.
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l e t t e r  to  one o f  h is  b r o th e r s ,  he w rote: "Our f a th e r  has brayed s ix te e n
y e a rs  i n  p riso n  in  o rd e r  to  g ive  A lg e ria  to  F rance , he has given h is
80c h ild re n  the  d e s ire  to  se rv e  a t  th e  p r ic e  o f  s a c r i f i c in g  h im se lf ."
Ludovic d ed ica ted  h is  l i f e  to  making su re  t h a t  A lg e ria  rem ained a
colony o f  France.
Edmond (1834-1901) was th e  youngest o f  J u le s ' so n s . He was th e
81"most a r t i s t i c ,  most s e n s ib le ,  most w him sical, and most s p i r i t u a l , "
o f  th e  fou r b ro th e r s .  O r ig in a l ly  he had in te n d ed  to  be a naval o f f i c e r ,
bu t in s te a d  tu rn ed  to  m usic. A f te r  p ro fe s s io n a l  s tu d y , he became a
composer and l e f t  a  c o n s id e ra b le  number o f  m usical com positions, many
82d e a lin g  w ith th e  r e l ig io u s  them e.
C am ille , two y e a rs  o ld e r  th an  Edmond, was born February 16,
1832, a t  M illem ont, F ran ce , w hile  h i s  f a th e r  was a  p r is o n e r  a t  Hamm.
The fam ily  l iv e d  n e a r  th e  p r is o n  and was p e rm itte d  to  spend a  g re a t deal 
o f  tim e w ith J u le s .  The c h ild re n  loved  to  v i s i t  t h e i r  f a th e r ,  who ca re ­
f u l ly  su p e rv ised  t h e i r  u p b rin g in g  and ed u ca tio n . C am ille , read ing  a t
th e  age o f  fo u r, amused h is  f a th e r  by r e c i t i n g  tw en ty -fo u r l in e s  o f  a 
83poem. He was only f iv e  when h is  f a th e r  was re le a s e d  from e x i le .
In  th e  b e s t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  h i s  c la s s ,  Cam ille was taugh t to  love 
th e  m il i ta ry  and to  seek  d i s t in c t io n  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  As a  boy in  
B avaria , he acq u ired  a  g re a t  and l a s t in g  p a ss io n  fo r  s t r a te g y ,  spending 
many hours l i s t e n in g  to  h i s  f a th e r  and H enri Jom ini, th e  b r i l l i a n t
fiO
I b id . . p . 240.
81I b id . . p . 251.
82I b id . . p . 252.
83I b id . ,  p . 228.
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Swiss t h e o r i s t  on m i l i ta r y  s t r a te g y ,  d isc u ss in g  war and p o l i t i c s .  In  
an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  11 S t r a t e g ic ,” in  th e  F ig a ro . in  1920, Denys Cochin 
quoted C am ille a s  fo llow s:
As fo r  s t r a te g y ,  which has always occupied my m ind, I  
shou ld  have been g r a te f u l ly  aware . . .  o f  t h i s  p a ss io n  fo r  
hav ing  i n  my childhood p layed  a t  th e  f e e t  o f  Jom in i, who be­
came a  g re a t  f r ie n d  o f  my f a t h e r 's  and during  my f a t h e r 's  
e x i l e ,  f a i t h f u l l y  v i s i t e d  our e s t a t e . 8^
During th e  y e a rs  o f  e x i le  Alphonse and Ludovic were away a t  
sch o o l, bu t th ey  corresponded  re g u la r ly  w ith  th e  fam ily , and came 
home whenever p o s s ib le .  Many o f th e  fam ily  l e t t e r s  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  
P o lig n acs were very  c lo s e , and th a t  th e  P r in c e s s  was u n t ir in g ly  de­
voted  to  th e  w e lfa re  o f  h e r  fam ily . The P r in c e s s  u su a lly  w rote h e r
sons i n  E n g lish , b u t th ey  corresponded w ith  h e r  and w ith  each o th e r  in
_ . 8 5French.
C am ille de P o lignac  came from th a t  breed  o f  men who cou ld  not 
be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  form al and l e i s u r e ly  l i f e  o f  most people o f  noble 
b i r th .  He belonged  to  th a t  group who would stubbo rn ly  s u f f e r  many 
h ard sh ip s w hile  f ig h t in g  fo r  a  cause .
He was a  member o f  a  most c o n tro v e rs ia l  fam ily w ith  a  h is to r y  
o f  involvem ent i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  in  F rance , a  fam ily o f  r e b e l l io u s  
d is s e n te r s ,  members o f  th e  ancien  reteime. th a t  clung fe rv e n tly  to  th e  
p a s t .  T h e ir  co ncep tion  o f  th e  w orld was t h a t  o f  th e  rom antic sev en teen th
8*Denys Cochin, " S t r a te g ic ,"  The F ig a ro . August 31, 1920.
85The a u th o r  has in  h is  p o ssess io n  cop ies o f  approx im ate ly  200 
l e t t e r s ,  most o f  which were w r i t te n  to  Alphonse de P o lignac  by h i s  
m other, P r in c e s s  de P o lig n ac , bu t th e re  a re  c o n sid e rab le  number w r i t te n  
by h is  b ro th e r s .  These l e t t e r s  g ive  a good deal o f  in s ig h t  in to  th e  
r e la t io n s  o f  th e  fam ily  b e fo re  th e  American C iv il  War. Alphonse d ied  
in  1863. The o r ig in a ls  o f  th e se  l e t t e r s  a re  i n  th e  p o ssess io n  o f  
A lphonse 's g ran d -d au g h te r Jeanne, Comtesse d 'O illlam so n , P a r i s ,  F rance . 
Copies a re  i n  P o lig n ac  P ap e rs .
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and e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  when i t  was commonly b e lie v e d  by members 
o f  t h e i r  c la s s  th a t  d is in te r e s te d  k in g s , p r i e s t s ,  and a r i s to c r a t s  
s to o d  above th e  people  and ru le d  over th e  w orld fo r  th e  good o f 
mankind.
The P o lig n acs had never been accep ted  by th e  o ld  n o b i l i t y .  The 
very  m ention o f  t h e i r  name enraged many and con ju red  up u n p leasan t 
though ts o f  u p s ta r t s ,  c o rru p tio n , d ish o n e s ty , and c o u rt f a v o r i te s .
They were one o f  th e  most hated  fa m ilie s  i n  F rance , and because o f  t h e i r  
w illin g n e ss  to  f ig h t  fo r  what they b e lie v e d  to  be r ig h t  they  brought 
a  g re a t d ea l o f  s u f f e r in g  to  them selves and to  t h e i r  fa m ilie s .
- J u le s ,  a  s tra n g e  v is io n a ry , b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  V irg in  Mary was 
h is  s p e c ia l  p ro te c to r  who always a ssu re d  him th a t  he was r i g h t .  With 
such c re d e n t ia ls  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  wonder t h a t  he b e lie v e d  th a t  he had a 
monopoly on t r u th  and ju s t i c e ,  and th a t  he was ab le  to  know what was 
b e s t  fo r  F rance . H is f a i th  su s ta in e d  him from a l l  o nslaugh ts  a g a in s t 
h is  c h e rish e d  b e l i e f s .
C am ille de P o lignac  was born in to  an environm ent in  which he 
was tau g h t th a t  a  man should  assume r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  where he saw i t ;  and 
th a t  he shou ld  s ta n d  on h is  p r in c ip le s  r e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  outcome. And 
C am ille , l ik e  h is  f a th e r ,  would develop an exaggera ted  view o f  h is  
c a p a b i l i t i e s .
CHAPTER II
" I t  i s  a  s te p  forward"
In  1842 Cam ille went to  P a r i s ,  e n te red  th e  C o llege S ta n is la u s ,
and a f t e r  te n  y e a rs  o f  s tu d y  re c e iv e d  h is  bacca lau rea te#  According
to  a l l  accoun ts , he made a  b r i l l i a n t  reco rd  as an a ll-a ro u n d  s tu d en t
and won f i r s t  p lace  in  h ig h e r m athem atics in  a  n a tio n a l  c o n te s t ,  th e
1
Coneours G eneral#
A fte r  re c e iv in g  th e  b a c c a la u re a te  C am ille , l i k e  h is  b ro th e rs
Alphonse and Ludovic, p lanned  to  e n te r  th e  m il i ta ry  academy, l iEfcole
P o ly techn ique# In  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  two y e a rs  o f  su c c e ss fu l study
were re q u ire d , but upon g rad u a tio n  th e  cade t was commissioned f i r s t
l ie u te n a n t  in  th e  French army# The en tran ce  exam inations were
co m p e titiv e , and only th o se  s c o r in g  th e  h ig h e s t were ad m itted .
In  l a t e  Ju ly , 1852, C am ille began ta k in g  th e  b a t te r y  o f  req u ire d
exam inations# The summer h e a t ,  a long  w ith  th e  p re ssu re  o f  com petition ,
brought fa tig u e  and d ep re ss io n  to  many o f  th e  ap p lica n ts#  But th e
o p tim is t ic  young p r in c e , s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h is  perform ance, was co n fid en t
2
th a t  he would soon become a  cadet#  . A f te r  ta k in g  th e  f i n a l  t e s t  on 
August 16, C am ille , who had "grown very  th in "  from a l l  th e  s tu d y , went
‘'’P o lig n ac , Les P o lig n a c . pp# 247-248#
P r in c e s s  de P o lignac  to  Alphonse de P o lig n ac , Ju ly  25, 1852, 
in  Polignac Papers#
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3to  Rome to  r e s t  and v i s i t  f r ie n d s  and aw ait th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  exam ination . 
H is mother w a ited  an x io u s ly  in  P a r is  fo r  news o f  those  who
4
would be adm itted  to  th e  academy. Her s p i r i t s  b rig h ten ed  somewhat
5
when she le a rn e d  th a t  130 would be re c e iv e d . But as weeks passed , th e  
P rin c e ss  became in c re a s in g ly  more concerned about C am ille . She had 
in ten d ed  to  go to  Metz to  v i s i t  A lphonse, bu t w rote: 111 am s e r io u s ly
anxious about C am ille . . . .  I  cannot leav e  P a r i s  u n t i l  I  know some­
th in g  p o s i t iv e  o r  a s  lo n g  a s  th e re  i s  any hope. • • th a t  h is  t a l e n t  fo r
6m athem atics should  be tak en  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  • • • • L a te r  she 
w rote: "heaven knows how poor Cam ille w i l l  su p p o rt t h i s  d isappoin tm ent
7
i f  i t  becomes o n e ."  The d isappoin tm ent came on O ctober 16, when she
le a rn e d  th a t  he was "d ec id ed ly  excluded and h i s  number was so very  f a r
8behind  . . .  th a t  even a  supplem entary l i s t  would exclude him ."
Cam ille a r r iv e d  in  P a r is  in  l a t e  O ctober and " lea rn ed  w ith
9
astonishm ent . . .  t h a t  h is  name was not on th e  l i s t . "  Although he 
rec e iv e d  th e  news q u ie t ly ,  th e  P r in c e ss  fea red  th a t  "when th e  f i r s t  
f e e l in g  o f  s u rp r is e  i s  over he w i l l  be more overcom e."^0 She expressed  
g re a t concern when he began talcing a r t  le s s o n s , b e lie v in g  th a t  he was
3l b id . . August 16 , 1852.
4I b id .
5I b id . . n . d.
6I b id . . O ctober 4 , 1852.
7I b id .
O
I b id . . O ctober 16, 1852.
9I b id . ,  n . d.
10Ib id .
11ta k in g  them fo r  therapy  r a th e r  th an  fo r  enjoym ent.
The r e a l iz a t i o n  o f  f a i l u r e  c e r ta in ly  must have been a  s h a t te r in g  
experience  to  th e  young a r i s t o c r a t .  But he re fu se d  to  accep t th e  ou t­
come and tu rn  to  a  l e s s  rom antic p ro fe s s io n . With th e  ty p ic a l  P o lignac  
ego, he re fu se d  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  he was no t q u a l i f ie d  to  be a  c a d e t.
Sometime during  th e  w in te r  he came to  th e  con clu sio n  th a t  even
w ithou t th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a  m il i ta ry  education  he cou ld  s t i l l  be an o f f i c e r .
C onfident o f  h is  a b i l i t y ,  he decided  to  jo in  th e  French army a s  a
12common s o ld i e r  and work h i s  way up through th e  ra n k s . From t h i s  
tim e on he would be obsessed  w ith  th e  d e s ire  fo r  d i s t in c t io n .  H is 
whole l i f e  seems to  have been devoted to  p ro v in g , perhaps to  h im se lf  
a s  w e ll a s  to  o th e r s ,  th a t  he was a  le a d e r  o f  men. Cam ille would be­
come a  s o ld ie r ,  bu t i t  would ta k e  two wars fo r  him to  l e a r n ,  by e x p e ri­
ence, th a t  b e in g  a  good commander invo lved  much more th an  courageously  
le a d in g  tro o p s  i n  charges a c ro ss  b a t t l e f i e l d s .
In  March, 1853, he made arrangem ents to  go to  C h a r tre s , a  c i ty  
about f i f t y  m ile s  southw est o f  P a r i s ,  to  e n l i s t .  H is m other lam ented: 
"poor fe llo w , he amuses h im se lf  w ith  going o u t in  th e  even ings, bu t i t  
w i l l  be hard  fo r  him and fo r  Edmond, when he le a v e s ,  which w i l l  n o t be 
b e fo re  A p r i l . " 13
I t  was n o t u n t i l  May 30, th a t  he l e f t  fo r  C h a rtre s , accompanied 
by h i s  h a l f - b r o th e r ,  Armand, Duke de P o lig n ac , and a  "young man named 
B lanchard who had been h i s  comrade a t  th e  C ollege S ta n is la u s  and who
11I b id . , January  3 , 1853.
12I b id .
n O
I b i d . , March 9 , 1853
e n l i s te d  th e  same day a s  him in  th e  same reg im en t. • • •" The two 
young f r ie n d s  jo in ed  th e  T h ird  C hasseur. Second E scadron . i i r s t  
P e lo to n . a t  C h a r t r e s .^
10C am ille took  "courageously  to  h i s  p ro fe s s io n ,"  w ritin g : " I t
i s  very  se v e re , bu t I  hope th a t  I  s h a l l  g e t accustom ed, th e  S ta f f
17O ff ic e rs  a re  a l l  k in d n ess . • . •" Perhaps th e  o f f i c e r s  showed con­
s id e r a t io n  fo r  Cam ille because l i k e  most o f  them he was an a r i s t o c r a t ,  
bu t u n lik e  them he was only a common s o ld ie r .
In  March, 1854, l e s s  th an  a  y e a r  a f t e r  C am ille*s e n lis tm e n t, 
France and England, in  an a l l ia n c e  w ith  Turkey, d e c la re d  war on R u ss ia , 
beg inn ing  th e  Crimean V/ar. The c o n f l i c t  had i t s  o r ig in  i n  a  d isp u te  
between th e  French Roman C atho lic  and th e  R ussian  Greek Orthodox c le rg y  
over custody o f  holy p la c e s  in  Je ru sa lem .
The l a r g e r  q u estio n  th a t  developed , however, was th a t  o f  R ussian  
expansion i n  th e  Near E a s t, p a r t i c u la r ly  in to  Turkey w ith  th e  ev en tu a l 
aim o f  c o n tro l l in g  C onstan tinop le  and th e  D ard an e lle s  S t r a i t s .  Napoleon 
I I I  took  a  firm  stan d  a g a in s t R ussian  expansion , p e rsuad ing  h i s  people 
th a t  th e  war, to  p ro te c t  th e  C h r is t ia n s  i n  th e  Near E a s t, was d e fe n s iv e .
Most o f  th e  war was fought i n  th e  Crimea around th e  p o r t  c i ty  o f  
Sevastopo l on th e  Black Sea. M assive earthw orks and g ra n i te  f o r t i f i c a ­
t io n s  made th e  c i ty  alm ost im pregnable . N e v e rth e le ss , i n  l a t e  Septem ber, 
1854, th e  A l l ie d  fo rce s  began bombarding th e  R ussian  s tro n g h o ld  from a
14I b id . . June 5, 1853.
15I b id . . June 9 , 1853.
16I b id . . Ju ly  30, 1853.
17I b id . . June 9 , 1853.
p o s i t io n  so u th  o f th e  c i ty  n e a r  B a lak lav a . I t  was a t  B a lak lav a , on 
O ctober 25, th a t  th e  noble 600 B r i t i s h  s o ld ie r s  made a  s u ic id a l  charge 
a g a in s t  th e  R ussian  guns, and were im m orta lized  by A lfre d  Lord Tennyson 
in  h is  poem "Charge o f th e  L igh t B rig ad e ."  S evastopo l h e ld  o u t a g a in s t 
th e  savage French and B r i t i s h  a t t a c k s ,  and a f t e r  th e  B a tt le  o f  Inkerman 
on November 5 , th e  A l l ie s  were fo rc e d  to  undertake  a  s ie g e  t h a t  would 
l a s t  alm ost a  y e a r .
Because no p lans had been made fo r  s ie g e  o p e ra tio n s , th e  A llie d  
tro o p s , po o rly  equipped and bad ly  need ing  s u p p lie s ,  were no t p repared  
to  spend th e  w in te r id le  in  t h e i r  t e n t s .  The n o to rio u s  B lack Sea 
sto rm s p ro h ib ite d  th e  movement o f  supp ly  s h ip s ,  and a lso  brought des­
t r u c t io n  to  th e  camps w ith  t h e i r  heavy r a in s  and h igh  w inds. Soon the  
encampments were l i t t l e  more th an  g re a t  mud pudd les , making movement 
by man o r  b e a s t  alm ost im p o ss ib le . Badly needed su p p lie s  had to  be 
brought o v e r la n d ~ a  long and c o s t ly  p ro ce d u re . Famine and d ise a se  
swept th e  camps; c h o le ra  and d y sen te ry  took  a  f r ig h te n in g  t o l l .
I t  was during t h i s  f a t e f u l  w in te r  t h a t  F lo rence  N ig h tin g a le , th e  
"Angel o f  th e  Crimea," earned h e r  g re a t  r e p u ta tio n  by u n s e lf is h  devotion  
to  th e  s ic k  and dying B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r s .  In tro d u c in g  e lem entary  s a n i ta ­
t io n  m easures, she g re a tly  im proved th e  q u a l i ty  o f n u rs in g  i n  th e  camp 
h o s p i ta l s .
S h o rtly  a f t e r  th e  o u tb reak  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  C am ille was s t i l l  in
F rance , anx ious to  go to  th e  scene o f  b a t t l e .  His b ro th e r  A lphonse
18l e f t  w ith  h i s .u n i t  fo r  th e  B ast i n  A p r i l ,  1854.
18I b id . . A p ril 26, 1854.
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A l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  when th e  younger Polignac le a rn e d  th a t  th e
Fourth  H ussars were soon to  le a v e  fo r  th e  Crimea, he re q u e s te d  to  be
tr a n s fe r r e d  to  t h a t  command. H is re q u e s t was g ran ted  on June 16 , 1854.
19S h o rtly  th e r e a f t e r  th e  Fourth  H ussars d ep arted  fo r  th e  E a s t.
On December 16 C am ille was in  Varna, a p o r t  town in  B u lg a ria
on th e  Black Sea, where th e  A l l ie s  co n cen tra ted  tro o p s  b e fo re  t h e i r
a t ta c k  in  th e  Crim ea. D eploring  h i s  I n a c t iv i ty  a t  Varna and fe a r in g
th a t  th e  war would be over by th e  tim e he a r r iv e d  a t  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d s ,
he begged A lphonse, who was a  member o f  G eneral E l l i e  F re d e ric k  F o rn e y 's
s t a f f ,  to  re q u e s t  th e  g e n e ra l to  a rran g e  a  t r a n s f e r  fo r  him to  S ev asto p - 
20o l .  Alphonse may have spoken to  h is  commander, fo r  on December 19 
G eneral Forney w rote t h a t  he was ex p ec tin g  Cam ille a t  S evastopo l i n  a 
few days.^1
22• Probably  C am ille was i n  th e  Crimea by May 8 , 1855, and p re s e n t 
during  th e  a t ta c k s  o f  June , a s  h is  nom ination o f  second l ie u te n a n t  in  
th e  Fourth  Regim ent, C haussers d 'A fr lc u e . da ted  from Ju ly  24, 1855, L a t­
e r  he was a tta c h e d  a s  ordnance o f f i c e r  on th e  s t a f f  o f  a  G eneral de S a l le s
23who had been conducting  a t ta c k s  a g a in s t  Sevastopol a l l  th a t  sp r in g .
19Edmond de P o lig n ac  to  Alphonse de P o lig n ac , Ju ly  22, 1854, in  
Po lignac P apers ; "M ajor G eneral P r in c e  Cam ille de P o lig n ac , C. S . A .,"
U nited  D aughters o f  th e  Confederacy M agazine. XX (Jan u ary , 1957), p . 14.
20C am ille de P o lignac  to  Alphonse de P o lig n ac , December 16,
1854, in  P o lignac  P a p e rs .
^ P r in c e s s  de P o lignac  to  Alphonse de P o lig n ac , December 19,
1854, in  P o lignac  P a p e rs .
22Alphonse de P o lignac  to  P r in c e ss  de P o lig n ac , May 8 , 1855, 
in  P o lignac P a p e rs .
23The M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ou rtiv ron , "N otes on 
l e t t e r s  o f  P r in c e  C am ille  de P o lignac  to  h is  b ro th e r  A lphonse," P a r i s ,  
F rance, n . d . , i n  P o lignac  P a p e rs . There a re  only f iv e  l e t t e r s  e x i s t ­
ing  th a t  were w r i t te n  by Cam ille w hile  he was in  th e  E a s t.
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C a m ille 's  mother seemed to  th in k  th a t  Alphonse who, a t  t h i s  time
was on th e  s t a f f  o f  G eneral Jean Jacques P e tL iss ie r, may have he lped  h is
b ro th e r  o b ta in  th e  prom otion. On August 13, 1855, she w rote: " I  r e jo ic e
w ith  you Alphonse a t  dear C a m ille 's  prom otion which I  am convinced he owes
in  a  g re a t measure to  your o b lig in g  and a l l  pow erful G l. / s i c /  P e l i s s i e r
24to  whom I  re q u e s t you to  express how t r u ly  I  am g r a t i f i e d ."
Whether o r no t Alphonse had any in f lu e n c e  in  g e tt in g  Cam ille a
prom otion i s  n o t r e a l ly  im p o rtan t, fo r  i t  i s  ev id en t by h is  l a t e r
m il i ta ry  c a re e r  th a t  he d isp layed  courage and g a l la n t ry  in  b a t t l e ,  even
to  th e  p o in t o f  being  re c k le s s .
In  a  l e t t e r  dated  September 22, 1855, Cam ille d e sc rib ed  th e
b a t t l e  o f  September 8, and th e  sto rm ing  o f  th e  Malakof F o r t , which was
th e  key defense o f  th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  S ev asto p o l. On th a t  " g re a t 
25day," he dep lo red  the  absence o f  A lphonse, who was on s ic k  lea v e  in  
26C o n stan tin o p le . The R ussians evacuated  Sevastopo l during  th e  n ig h t
o f  September 8 . The c a p i tu la t io n  o f  th e  besieged  c i ty  ended th e  l a s t
m ajor a c t io n  o f  th e  war.
A l i t t l e  l a t e r  Camille went to  C o n stan tin o p le  to  re c u p e ra te
from an a ilm en t which he d escribed  a s  "a  nervous s t a t e  r a th e r  th an  an 
27i l l n e s s . "  W hatever h is  problem, i t  was m ild , fo r  on November 18 he
28re tu rn e d  to  th e  Crimea and re jo in e d  h is  reg im en t.
24P rin c e s s  de Polignac to  Alphonse de P o lig n ac , August 13 , 1855, 
in  P o lignac  P ap e rs .
25Cam ille de Polignac to  Alphonse de P o lig n ac , September 22,
1855, in  P o lignac  P ap ers .
26Ib id .
27I b id . . November, 1855.
28I b id . ,  November 18, 1855.
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The fo llow ing  A p r il  he was a t  Kamiesh, th e  French naval base*
As peace had been d e c la re d )  he was anxious to  r e tu rn  to  France* He
req u e s te d  h is  b ro th e r  Armand to  o b ta in  le a v e  fo r  him and ended h is
l e t t e r :  " I t  has been advantageous fo r  me to  come here* I t  i s  a  s te p
29forw ard; now I  must s t i l l  make an o th e r s te p  onw ards." He rec e iv e d  
th e  Medal o f th e  Crimean War fo r  h is  se rv ice*
Cam ille was back in  France by Ju ly , 1856, and took a leav e
30o f  absence to  v i s i t  r e l a t i v e s  and frien d s*  He then  re tu rn e d  to  P a r i s
and g a rr iso n  duty* But th e  ro u t in e  o f  g a r r is o n  l i f e  proved u n su ited
fo r  h is  r e s t l e s s  c h a rac te r*  He t r i e d  to  re s ig n  h i s  commission, bu t he
31was re fu sed  u n t i l  February  15, 1859.
Im m ediately a f t e r  le a v in g  th e  army, C am ille went to  C en tra l
America because o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic c o n d itio n s
o f  th a t  reg io n . A ccording  to  h is  daugh ter, th e  M arquise de C o u rtiv ro n ,
he probably secu red  l e t t e r s  o f  in tro d u c tio n  from some member o f  th e
32E rla n g e r fam ily , who were f r ie n d s  o f  th e  P o lignacs*  The E rlan g ers  
were a  well-known European banking fam ily , w ith  f in a n c ia l  i n t e r e s t s  a l l  
ov e r th e  w orld. With th e s e  l e t t e r s ,  Cam ille would have been a b le  to  make
29I b id . . A p r il  5, 1855.
30P rin c ess  de P o lig n ac  to  Alphonse de P o lig n ac , Ju ly  9, 1856 
i n  Polignac P ap ers .
31C. A. J .  M. de P o lignac  L e t te r s ,  1844-1867, m icrofilm  cop ies 
i n  L ou isiana  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  A rchives (Baton Rouge, L o u is ia n a ) . 
H e re a f te r  a l l  papers i n  t h i s  c o l le c t io n  w i l l  be c i te d  as Cam ille de 
Po lignac  L e tte rs*  T h is  c o l le c t io n  c o n ta in s  an o f f i c i a l  government 
document d isch arg in g  C am ille  from th e  French army.
3W  M arquise de C requi H o n tfo rt de C ourtiv ron  to  Roy H atton ,
A p r i l  14, 1969, i n  P o lig n ac  Papers*
34
Im p o rtan t c o n ta c ts  in  C en tra l America,
Sometime in  March, 1859, he a r r iv e d  in  San Jo s e , C osta R ica ,
and was c o rd ia l ly  re c e iv e d  "by a l l  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  o f  th e  co u n try ,"
33in c lu d in g  P re s id e n t Don Juan Maro.
A f te r  a  few weeks in  San Jo se , C am ille  went to  N icaragua, where 
he was employed by th a t  government a s  an e n g in e e r . He sp en t s e v e ra l  
months th e r e ,  a id ed  by th e  army, o rg an iz in g  th e  defense  o f  i t s  t r a n s i t  
f a c i l i t i e s  and f o r t i f y in g  th e  weak c o s ta l  p o in ts  to  p ro te c t  th e  l i t t l e  
coun try  from f i l i b u s t e r in g  e x p e d itio n s .3^
As i t  was a  "cosm opolitan  u n d e rta k in g ,"  he in te n d ed  to  ask  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  government to  " tak e  charge o f  p ro te c tin g  and g u a ran tee in g  
th e  l i f e  and goods o f  h e r  su b je c ts  who a v a i le d  them selves o f  th e  
t r a n s i t . " 3'*
Perhaps he doubted th a t  h is  m ission  would be s u c c e s s fu l,  because 
he re tu rn e d  to  Costa R ica  and spen t fo u r months i n  San Jo se  b e fo re  
go ing  to  G reytovn, N icaragua, where he was to  ta k e  a  sh ip  to  New York,
In  a  l e t t e r  to  A lphonse, in d ic a t in g  a  d e s ire  fo r  o th e r  ad v en tu re , 
he exp ressed  r e g r e t  a t  n o t being a b le  to  ta k e  p a r t  i n  th e  b a t t l e s  in
I t a l y  th a t  sp r in g  when Napoleon I I I  had, fo r  a  s h o r t  tim e , invo lved
36F rance i n  th e  wars fo r  I t a l i a n  u n i f ic a t io n .
He d id  no t co n sid e r re tu rn in g  to  Europe, bu t he exp ressed  th e
33C am ille de P o lignac  to  Alphonse de P o lig n a c , A p ril 2, 1859, 
i n  P o lignac  P ap e rs .
34Cam ille de P o lignac  to  P . G. T. B eauregard , March 22, 1861, 
i n  M ansfield  Museum (M ansfie ld , L o u is ia n a ) .
35I b id .
36Cam ille de P o lignac  to  Alphonse de P o lig n a c , O ctober 14 , 1859, 
i n  P o lignac  P ap e rs .
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d e s ire  to  ta k e  p a r t  i n  some fu tu re  su c c e ss , probably m i l i ta r y ,  fo r  he
37in d ic a te d  th a t  he m ight jo in  an ex p ed itio n  going to  China. H o s t i l i t y  
had broken o u t e a r l i e r  t h a t  summer when China re fu sed  to  adm it fo re ig n  
diplom ats to  P ek ing . The nex t y ear a  combined French and B r i t i s h  
e x p ed itio n a ry  fo rce  occup ied  th e  A sian  c a p i ta l .
At th e  moment, however, Cam ille was look ing  forward to  v i s i t i n g
th e  U nited S t a te s .  Such a  t r i p ,  he w rote: " w ill  perm it me, I  hope,
38to  sow seeds t h a t  w i l l  b e a r  f r u i t  i n  th e  fu tu re ."  Although he was 
not one to  m iss an o p p o rtu n ity  o f  m eeting i n f lu e n t i a l  p eo p le , he 
could  not have guessed  th a t  some o f  th o se  he would meet would be 
im portan t p o l i t i c a l  and m il i ta r y  f ig u re s  in  th e  fu tu re  C onfederate  
S ta te s  o f  A m erica. And i n  l e s s  th an  two y e a rs  he would be ta k in g  up 
arms fo r  S ou thern  independence in  a  g re a t c i v i l  war in  th e  U nited  
S ta te s .
In  mid-November Cam ille boarded a  v e sse l bound fo r  New York w ith  
l e t t e r s  o f in tro d u c tio n  from A lexander D im itr i o f  L o u is ian a , th e  Ameri­
can M in is te r  to  C e n tra l Am erica. One o f  th e  l e t t e r s  was ad d ressed  to  
S enato r John S l i d e l l  o f  L o u is ia n a , to  whom he was to  o f f e r  h i s  p ro p o sa l
th a t  th e  U nited  S ta te s  p ro te c t  i t s  c i t i z e n s  u sin g  th e  t r a n s i t  f a c i l i t i e s
39in  N icaragua.
In  New York P o lignac  o f fe re d  h is  p la n  to  S l id e l l  and to  th e  o th e r
37I b id .
38I b id .
39C am ille  de P o lig n ac  to  P . 6 . T. B eauregard, March 22, 1861, 
in  M ansfield  Museum (M ansfie ld , L o u is ia n a ) .
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L o u is ia n a  S e n a to r , Judah P . Benjamin* Although i t  met w ith  th e
ap p ro v a l o f  th e  s e n a to r s ,  i t  was never adopted* P o lig n ac  blamed the
40r e j e c t io n  o f  th e  p ro je c t  on "a  la c k  o f funds*" C o nsidering  th e  
m iss io n  a  f a i l u r e ,  he e v id e n tly  gave up p lan s he m ight have had o f  
re tu rn in g  to  N icaragua.
He rem ained in  New York s e v e ra l weeks, and in  th e  cou rse  o f 
e v en ts  he met P ie r r e  Gustave T ou tan t Beauregard, a  French C reo le  from 
so u th  L o u is ia n a , i n  th e  U nited S ta te s  Army E ngineer D epartm ent. T heir 
r e la t io n s h ip  must have been c o rd ia l ,  fo r  Polignac p lanned  to  v i s i t  
Nev/ O rle a n s , and B eauregard, ap p a ren tly  fa m ilia r  w ith  h i s  accom plish­
ments a s  a  c i v i l  e n g in eer, in v i te d  him to  in sp e c t  th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s
41below th e  C resen t City* At th e  tim e Beauregard was charged  w ith  th e
ta s k  o f  r e p a i r in g  F o r ts  St* P h i l l i p  and Jackson on th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iver
42s e v e n ty - f iv e  m ile s  sou th  o f  New Orleans* But because o f  p re s s in g
o b l ig a t io n s  a t  home, P o lignac  had to  " re tu rn  suddenly to  F rance" and
43was unab le  to  accep t th e  in v i ta t io n *
Judah P* Benjamin and P o lignac  became f r ie n d s  a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  
m eeting  i n  New York, and t h i s  f r ie n d sh ip  l a s te d  fo r  th e  rem ainder o f 
t h e i r  l iv e s *  They uegan correspond ing  sh o r tly  a f t e r  th e  fo rm ation  o f  
th e  C onfederate  S ta te s  o f  America*
40ib id .
42x. Harry W illiam s, Beauregard: Napoleon in  Gray (New York:
C o l l i e r  Books, 1962), p* 53*
^3C am ille de P o lignac  to  P* G. T. B eauregard, March 22, 1861, 
i n  M an sfie ld  Museum (M ansfie ld , L o u is ia n a ).
On March 9 , 1861, Benjamin w rote P o lig n ac  to  co n tac t P ie r r e  A. 
P o s t ,  C onfederate  agen t in  France:
I  beg o f  you to  extend  to  him a l l  th e  a id  in  your power 
tow ards th e  accompaniment o f  th e  o b je c t  we have in  v iew --any
h in t s ,  su g g e s tio n s , o r in fo rm a tio n  th a t  you can give w i l l  be
v a lu a b le  and w i l l  be h ig h ly  a p p re c ia te d , and a l l  c o u r te s ie s  
th a t  you may be a b le  to  ren d e r  him w i l l  be p a r t i c u la r ly
acknowledged a s  a  favor to  m yself*^4
Two weeks a f t e r  re c e iv in g  Benjamin*s l e t t e r ,  Po lignac r e f e r r in g  
to  th e  impending c r i s i s  i n  th e  U nited  S t a t e s ,  w rote Beauregard and 
o f fe re d  h is  s e rv ic e  to  th e  Confederacy* E x p ress in g  h i s  views tow ard 
th e  South , P o lignac  exp la ined :
I  have follow ed w ith  th e  d eep est i n t e r e s t  th e  g re a t 
e v en ts  which have taken p la c e  i n  your c o u n try , and a l l  my 
sym pathies have been w ith  th e  dem ocratic  p a r ty  whose r i g h t s  
seemed to  be in co n te s ta b le*  • • • I  have alw ays had a  p ro ­
found ad m ira tio n  fo r  your country* I  w ish on ly  to  show 
you th a t  I  p e rp e tu a ted  th e  t r a d i t i o n s  which make our two 
n a tio n s ,  two s i s t e r s ,  and th a t  I  s h a l l  be happy to  come and 
o f f e r  th e  t r ib u t e  o f  my person  to  your cause*^5
In  th e  same l e t t e r  P o lignac  o ffe re d  to  r e c r u i t  some French o f f i c e r s
and some s o ld ie r s  from h is  cousin*s e s t a t e  i n  Ire la n d *  He concluded
p a tro n iz in g ly :  lfI  have always co n sid e red  i t  / t h e  U nited  S ta te s /  a s  an
adopted  fa th e r la n d  where I  s h a l l  be happy to  someday s e t t le *  I  have
l e f t  th e  French army fo r  th e  so le  purpose o f  making a  beginning o f  th e
p ro je c t*  • • *"*6
There i s  no evidence to  in d ic a te  any t r u th  i n  th ese  sta tem ents*
^ J u d a h  P* Benjamin to  C am ille de P o lig n a c , March 9, 1861, in  
C am ille  de P o lignac  L e tte rs*
A5Cam ille de Polignac to  P* G* T* B eauregard , March 22, 1861, 
i n  M ansfield  Museum (M ansfield , L ou isiana)*
A6I b id .
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He knew the South would need s o ld ie r s  and he wanted to  f ig h t .  He 
probably  thought i t  n e ce ssa ry  to  convince Beauregard o f  th e  s in c e r i ty  
o f  h is  a p p lic a t io n .
B eauregard was a  good man to  know, a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  e a r ly  days 
o f  th e  C onfederacy. I n  March, 1861, he was i n  charge o f  the  C onfederate  
fo rce s  a t  C h a rle s to n , South C a ro lin a , p re p a r in g , a t  th e  command o f  h i s  
government, to  reduce  th e  F e d e ra lly -h e ld  F o rt Sumter in  C harleston  
H arbor. P o lignac  p robab ly  though t th e  po p u lar C reole g en era l cou ld  
have c o n sid e rab le  in f lu e n c e  in  se c u rin g  a  fav o rab le  appointm ent fo r  him.
B eauregard must have been im pressed  w ith  th e  l e t t e r ,  because no t 
only  would P o lignac*s o f f e r  to  se rv e  th e  Confederacy be accep ted , bu t 
he would a ls o  re c e iv e  a h ig h  p o s i t io n  on th e  g e n e ra l 's  s t a f f .  I t  
should  be n o ted , however, th a t  fo re ig n e rs  were u su a lly  rece iv ed  by 
C onfederate o f f i c i a l s ,  who were aware o f  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  se cu rin g  
f r ie n d s  and consequent re c o g n itio n  in  Europe. In  any ca se , P o lignac  
could  no t have hoped f o r  a  more fav o ra b le  beginning  o f  h is  new m il i ta r y  
c a re e r .
O bviously, th e  P rin c e  was an o p p o r tu n is t .  He l ik e d  th e  g lo r ie s  
o f  war, and he was w i l l in g  to  do w hatever was re q u ire d  to  ach ieve  h is  
o b je c tiv e  o f  w inning d i s t in c t io n  and p rov ing  th a t  he was a  le a d e r  o f  
men. He had been den ied  th e  r i g h t  to  le a d  tro o p s  in  th e  French army, 
bu t perhaps he may have thought t h a t  i n  a  new army, sh o rt o f o f f i c e r s ,  
and made up o f  raw r e c r u i t s ,  he would r i s e  r a p id ly  i n  th e  ranks to  a  
p o s i t io n  o f  le a d e r s h ip . And having  in f lu e n t i a l  f r ie n d s  l ik e  B eauregard , 
S l i d e l l ,  and Benjamin would no t h u r t  h i s  chances fo r  prom otion.
But i t  would be a  m istake to  assume th a t  P o lig n a c 's  only 
m o tiv a tio n  was a  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  o r  w orse, a  b iz a r r e  love  fo r  w ar. There
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was more to  th e  man than* t h i s ;  he had been tau g h t by h is  fam ily  to  
assume r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  where he saw i t  and to  f ig h t  fo r  what he b e liev e d  
to  be r i g h t ,  re g a rd le s s  o f  th e  outcome.
P o lignac  was always an av id  s tu d e n t, and in  1859, upon a r r iv a l  
i n  New York, he had a  f i r s t  hand opp o rtu n ity  to  observe and study  
American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  John S l i d e l l  and Judah P. Benjam in, im portan t 
p o l i t i c a l  f ig u re s  from L o u is ia n a , probably had c o n s id e ra b le  in f lu e n c e  
i n  de term in ing  h is  views o f th e  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  system s o f th e  
U nited  S ta te s .
P o lig n a c 's  Southern f r ie n d s  were, l ik e  him, men o f  c u l tu r e .  In  
p o l i t i c s  th ey  were c o n se rv a tiv e  and devoted to  t r a d i t i o n ,  very  much 
l i k e  h is  own a r i s to c r a t i c  c la s s  i n  France, most o f whom were sym pathetic  
to  th e  C onfederacy. Perhaps in flu e n ce d  by h is  Southern  com rades, P o lig ­
nac a ls o  le a rn e d  to  a p p re c ia te  and admire Southern p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s .  
Evidence i s  n o t a v a i la b le  b e fo re  th e  war, but c e r ta in ly  du ring  th e  
c o n f l i c t ,  and in  f a c t ,  f o r  th e  rem ainder o f h is  l i f e ,  he was an a rd en t 
su p p o r te r  o f  th e  a b s t r a c t  id e a  o f  s ta te s*  r ig h ts  and d e c e n tr a l iz a t io n  
o f  government.
As l a t e  as O ctober 6, 1913, a  few weeks b e fo re  h is  d e a th , i n  a 
l e t t e r  to  h i s  f r ie n d  G eneral Marcus J .  W right, P o lignac  w rote th a t  he 
viewed th e  war "a s  a  co n se rv a tiv e  e f f o r t  fo r  th e  m aintenance o f  c i v i l  
r i g h t s  and tim e-honored t r a d i t i o n s ,  a g a in s t th e  encroachm ents o f  a  
c e n t r a l iz e d  a d m in is tra t io n ."  When viewed in  t h i s  l i g h t ,  acco rd ing  to  
P o lig n a c , th e  C iv il  War "ceases  to  be a mere ep isode in  th e  p r iv a te  
h is to ry  o f  a  p a r t i c u la r  people i n  a  p a r t i c u la r  s p o t ."  The m oral o f  th e  
war, he i n s i s t e d ,  was unbounded, extending " f a r  beyond th e  l im i t s  o f 
th e  la n d  upon which so many l i v e s  were s a c r i f i c e d .  I t  i s  an o b je c t
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le s so n  to  th e  w orld , and must ap p ea l to  a l l  s in c e re  lo v e rs  o f  l i b e r ty
47wherever they  may be found*"
E v id e n tly  th e  cosm opolitan  young p r in c e  saw th e  C iv il  War as 
more than  ju s t  a  bloody s tru g g le  fo r  S ou thern  independence, i f  h is  
words l a t e r  in  l i f e  a re  to  be b e lie v e d , he jo in e d  th e  Confederacy to  
f ig h t  fo r  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  s t a t e s '  r ig h ts *  On th e  o th e r  hand, French 
n o b i l i ty  was t r a d i t i o n a l ly  m i l i ta r y ,  and i t  was n a tu ra l  th a t  he should  
seek  d i s t in c t io n  on th e  b a t t le f ie ld *
These two fa c to r s  th en , a  b e l i e f  i n  p r in c ip le  and a  n a tu ra l  
a t t r a c t io n  fo r  th e  m il i ta r y ,  p robab ly  give, th e  b e s t c lu e s  as to  why 
P o lignac o f fe re d  h is  se rv ic e  to  th e  Confederacy* Such a course  o f  
a c tio n  would have c e r ta in ly  been in  keep ing  w ith  h is  f a m ily 's  lo n g  
t r a d i t i o n  o f  f ig h t in g  fo r  what they  b e lie v e d  to  be r ig h t*
47Cam ille de Polignac to  Marcus J* W right, O ctober 6 , 1913, 
in  Marcus J .  W right Papers*
CHAPTER I I I
"Was no t C aesar C aesar a t  twenty?"
By th e  tim e C am ille de P o lignac  a rr iv e d  in  New York on June 12, 
1861, e leven  Sou thern  s t a t e s  had seceded from th e  U nited  S t a t e s ,  and 
a new governm ent, th e  C onfederate  S ta te s  o f America, had been formed*
The Union was s p l i t  asunder*
The d iv is io n  r e s u l te d  from th e  con troversy  over s la v e ry , th e  
q u es tio n  o f  s t a t e  and in d iv id u a l  r i g h t s ,  c u l tu r a l  and economic d i f ­
fe re n c e s , and s e c t io n a l  antagonism  i n  general*  A fte r  s e v e n ty - f iv e  
y e a rs  o f c r i s i s ,  compromise, i r r i t a t i o n s ,  and th r e a ts  and p ro p h ec ies , 
th e  g re a t American experim ent i n  democracy seemed doomed*
The seceded  s t a t e s  were determ ined to  m ain ta in  t h e i r  independence 
and so v e re ig n ty ; and th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  never o f f i c i a l l y  reco g n iz in g  
th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  C onfederate  government, was determ ined th a t  th e  
Union was i n d iv i s ib l e  and th a t  no s t a t e  had th e  r ig h t  to  secede*
The r ig h t  o f  se c e ss io n  could  only be s e t t l e d  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  
A ctual f ig h t in g  began on A p ril  12, when th e  C onfederate  fo rc e s  began 
bombarding th e  F e d e ra lly -h e ld  F o rt Sumter in  C harleston  Harbor*
By June th e re  s t i l l  had been no m ajor b a t t l e s ,  only  m inor 
f ig h tin g  in  M issouri and V irg in ia . Both s id e s  were p re p a rin g  fo r  war. 
Troops had to  be r a i s e d ,  equipped, and tra in e d  b e fo re  th e re  would be a  
m ajor c la sh  on th e  b a t t l e f i e ld *  N e ith e r s id e  was y e t p rep a red  fo r  what 
would come—a bloody c i v i l  war in  which more than  a h a l f  m il l io n  Americans
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would d ie  i n  combat f,o r  ae a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  th e  w ar."^
Because th e re  were no r e s t r i c t i o n s  p lac ed  on t r a v e l  and no
enemy l in e s  th a t  one would have to  c ro s s ,  P o lig n ac  was a b le  to  t r a v e l
w ithou t d i f f i c u l ty  from New York to  Richmond, V irg in ia ,  th e  C onfederate
c a p i ta l ,  where he was to  re p o r t  fo r  assignm en t.
On h is  journey  to  th e  C onfederate  c a p i t a l ,  he stopped  and spen t
one n ig h t a t  th e  "C abal House," a  h o te l  i n  Lynchburg, V irg in ia .  S h o rtly
a f t e r  r e t i r i n g  fo r  th e  evening, th re e  members o f  th e  lo c a l  v ig i la n te s
c a l le d  on him to  a s c e r ta in  h is  i d e n t i ty  and h is  m ission  in  t h e i r  s t a t e .
E v id e n tly  th e  P rin c e  inform ed them th a t  he was to  become a C onfederate
s o ld ie r ,  f o r  they  were s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h is  answer and d id  no t d is tu rb  
2him a g a in . The rem ainder o f  th e  t r i p  was u n e v e n tfu l, and he a rr iv e d
a t  Richmond sometime b e fo re  the  end o f  Ju n e .
On Ju ly  6 P o lignac  was commissioned l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l in  th e
3C onfederate  army. The commission was "by c o u r te s y ,"  no doubt ou t o f
^*Jay Luvaas, The M ilita ry  Legacy o f  th e  C iv i l  War (Chicago: The
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago P re s s , 1959), p . 1 .
2C am ille Armand Ju le s  M arie, P r in c e  de P o lignac  D iary , A p ril  3 , 
1863, m icro film  copy in  R u sse ll L ib ra ry , N orthw estern  S ta te  C ollege 
(N a tc h ito c h es , L o u is ia n a ) , h e re a f te r  c i t e d  a s  D iary by d a te . P o lignac 
k ep t th e  d ia ry  from A p r i l ,  1862, u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  C iv il  War. I t  
was no t s t r i c t l y  a  day by day accoun t, even th o u g h .th is  was h is  o r ig in a l  
in te n t io n .  When he f a i l e d  to  make an e n try  fo r  one o r more days, he 
u su a lly  summarized th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th o se  days a t  a  l a t e r  d a te . A ll 
e n t r i e s  a re  reco rded  in  E nglish  because he was t r y in g  to  le a rn  th e  
language.
Q
Jo u rn a l o f  th e  Congress o f  th e  C onfederate  S ta te s  o f  Am erica. 
1861-1865 (W ashington: Government P r in t in g  O ff ic e , 1904), (Sen. Doc.
no . 234, 58 Cong., 2 s e s s . ) ,  I ,  pp . 424, 842-843, h e re a f te r  c i t e d  as 
Jo u rn a l o f  th e  C onfederate  Congress. See a ls o  C am ille de P o lignac  to  
Alphonse de P o lig n ac , September 19, 1861, i n  P o lig n ac  P apers; R e g is te r  
o f  A ppointm ents, C onfederate  S ta te s  Army, C onfederate  A rch ives, N ationa l 
A rchives (W ashington, D. C .) .  H is appointm ent was n o t confirm ed u n t i l  
March 5, 1862, bu t was e f fe c t iv e  Ju ly  6, 1861, see  L e t te r s  Received
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deference  to  h i s  t i t l e ,  and th e  d e s ire  to  ex tend  fav o rs  to  fo re ig n e rs  
i n  g e n e ra l. He was appointed a s s i s t a n t  in s p e c to r  g e n e ra l in  th e
4
re g u la r  army and assigned  to  th e  s t a f f  o f  G eneral P . G. T . B eauregard.
As a s s i s t a n t  in sp e c to r  g e n e ra l ,  h i s  duty  was to  c a rry  ou t the  
d e ta i l s  o f  army a d m in is tra tio n , in c lu d in g  in s p e c t io n  o f th e  tro o p s  in  
th e  f i e l d ,  and to  see  th a t  th e re  was obedience to  r e g u la tio n s  and 
o rd e rs  em anating from th e  A d ju tan t and In s p e c to r  G e n e ra l 's  o f f i c e .  
A ccording to  P o lig n ac , he was g iven  a u th o r i ty  su p e r io r  to  h is  g rad e , 
but th e re  i s  no in d ic a t io n  as to  what th e  su p e r io r  a u th o r ity  m ight 
have been.
The tw en ty -n ine  y ear o ld  p r in c e  posed  a  s t r ik in g  f ig u re .  He
was a  sh o r t  man, only f iv e  f e e t ,  s ix  in c h e s  t a l l .  H is e x c e p tio n a lly
deep b lue  e y es , rosy  cheeks, and auburn h a i r  complimented h is  f a i r
complexion. He wore a  th re e -c o rn e re d  b reech  h a t  "a* l a  N apoleon,"
which along w ith  h is  alm ost re d  N apoleonic b eard  brought s t a r e s  and
5jokes as he rode p a s t  th e  s o ld ie r s .
He seems to  have l e f t  some o f  th e  backwoodsmen awed by h i s  
d r i l l  t a c t i c s ,  fo r  a t  th e  Bichmond fa irg ro u n d s , one o f  th e  m ountaineers
by th e  C onfederate  A dju tan t and In s p e c to r  G enera l, Ja n u a ry -A p ril, 1862, 
N a tio n a l A rch ives (W ashington, D. C .) ,  h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as L e t te r s  
Beceived by th e  C onfederate A d ju tan t and In s p e c to r  G eneral by d a te .
4
I b i d . Although Polignac se rv ed  fo r  alm ost a  y e a r , i n  V irg in ia  
and in  th e  W estern T h ea te r, a s  l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l on th e  s t a f f  o f  
G eneral B eauregard , fo r  some unknown re a so n  B eauregard never m entioned 
him in  h is  w r i t in g s .
5
F e l ix  P ie r re  Poche? D iary , O ctober 15 , 1863, Southern H is to r ic a l  
C o lle c tio n , U n iv e rs ity  o f  North C a ro lin a  L ib ra ry  (Chapel H i l l ,  N orth 
C a ro lin a ) , h e re a f te r  c i te d  as P ie r r e  PocheP D iary ; E l la  Lonn, F o re ig n ers  
i n  th e  Confederacy (Chapel H i l l ,  N orth C a ro lin a : U n iv e rs ity  o f  North
C aro lin a  P r e s s ,  1940), p . 213; The M arquise de C requi Mont f o r t  de
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s a id  o f  P o lignac : " th a t - th e r e  f u r r in e r  he c a l l s  ou t e r  l o t  e r
g ib b e rish , and therm  th e r e  Dagoes je s  maneuvers up l ik e  h e l l - b e a t in -
0
tan b a rk . J e s  l ik e  he was ta lk in g  se n se ."  The m ountaineer m ight no t
have understood th e  fo re ig n e r* s  " g ib b e r is h ,"  bu t P o lignac  spoke
E ng lish  f lu e n t ly ;  and a t  tim e s , when he l o s t  h is  tem per, even
7
"swore l ik e  a  t ro o p e r ."
Po lignac  rem ained  in  V irg in ia  u n t i l  th e  fo llow ing  A p r i l .  At 
l e a s t  p a r t  o f  th e  tim e was spen t w ith  th e  F i r s t  Corps, Army o f  th e  
Potomac, in  w in te r  q u a r te r s  a t  C e n te rv i l le ,  a  l i t t l e  town in  th e  
n o rth e rn  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  n e a r th e  bloody b a t t l e f i e l d  o f  M anassas.
He w rote a  l e t t e r  from C e n te rv i l le ,  October 30, 1861, re p ly in g  
to  someone, p robab ly  a  C onfederate  o f f i c i a l ,  who had req u e s te d  th a t  he 
make some o b se rv a tio n s  based  on h is  in s p e c tio n s  o f  th e  tro o p s  fo r  th e  
c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  C onfederate  C ongress.
In  th e  re q u e s te d  l e t t e r ,  P o lignac  showing an unusual con fidence  
in  h i s  m il i ta ry  knowledge, w rote th a t  th e  army was good, but a t  th e  
same tim e th e re  were "some p a r t i c u la r s  o f  i t s  o rg a n iz a tio n  which p rev en t
C ourtivron  to  Roy H a tto n , A p ril 14 , 1969, in  Polignac P ap ers . For French 
army d ischarge  papers w ith  a  p h y s ic a l d e s c r ip tio n  o f  P o lig n ac , see 
Cam ille de P o lignac  L e t te r s .
Mrs. B. G iraud W right, A Southern  G ir l  in  *61 (New York: Double­
day, Page and C o., 1959), p . 92, in a c c u ra te ly  described  P o lignac  a s  a 
" f i r e y  l i t t l e  man; e r e c t  i n  f ig u re ,  w ith  keen b lack  eyes, w hite  te e th  
th a t  showed b r i l l i a n t l y  when he sm iled , and a  dark waxed m oustache which 
le n t  a  f ie rc n e s s  to  h i s  e x p re ss io n . • • •" She may have been d e sc r ib in g  
Beauregard, r a th e r  th a n  P o lig n ac .
0
Lonn, F o re ig n e rs  in  th e  Confederacy, p . 213.
7
B a s il  W ilson Duke, Rem iniscences o f  General B a s il  W ilson Duke 
(Garden C ity , New York: Doubleday and Co., 1911), p . 132.
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i t s  be ing  f u l ly  e f f i c i e n t . ”
He began by c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  system  th a t  p e rm itte d  s o ld ie r s  to
e le c t  o f f i c e r s  to  f i l l  vacancies in  th e  com panies, observ ing  th a t :
A fte r  th e  fa t ig u e  o f  a  campaign and th e  h a rd sh ip s  and m inu tiae  
o f  th e  camp l i f e  have fo r  some tim e borne upon them, p r iv a te  
c o n s id e ra tio n s  weigh in  t h e i r  d e c is io n s  and w i l l  cause them 
to  choose an o f f i c e r  no t fo r  h is  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  bu t fo r  th e  
knowledge they  may have th a t  he w i l l  r e la x  th e  e s ta b l is h e d  
r u le s  and r e s t r a i n t s  o f d i s c ip l in e .9
A ccording to  P o lig n a c , t h i s  tendency o f  th e  s o ld ie r s  to  th in k
only  o f  t h e i r  immediate w e ll-b e in g  w ithout lo o k in g  to  th e  fu tu re
consequences o f  such a  course  was unavoidable a s  i t  was due to  th e
im p e rfe c tio n s  o f  human n a tu re . He d e c la re d  th a t  he had known o f f ic e r s
who had in tr ig u e d  fo r  an  e le c t io n  w ith th e  in te n t io n  o f  re s ig n in g  when
e le c te d ,  whose only purpose was th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  be ing  e le c te d . I t
was im p o ss ib le , he f e l t ,  fo r  an army to :
th r iv e  when governed by such a  p r in c ip le ,  one which w i l l  
te a c h  th e  o f f i c e r s  to  c o u rt p o p u la r i ty  and th e  men to  look  
to  them selves a s  th e  c o n s titu e n ts  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  w ith  a  
r ig h t  to  c o n tro l t h e i r  course and ready  acco rd in g  to  t h e i r  
r e a l  fo rbearance  to  suppress o r  bestow  t h e i r  fav o rs .-1-0
He in s i s t e d  th a t  i f  Congress wanted to  c a r ry  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n
o f  tro o p s  to  th e  h ig h e s t degree o f  e f f ic ie n c y  i t  would be n ecessa ry  to
O
Cam ille de P o lig n ac  to  S i r ,  O ctober 30, 1861, C am illus J .  
P o lignac  F i l e ,  War Department C o lle c tio n  o f  C onfederate  R ecords,
N a tio n a l A rchives (W ashington, D. C .) , h e r e a f te r  c i t e d  a s  C am illus 
J .  P o lignac  F i le
Q
I b id . P ro fe s so r  T. Harry W illiam s p o in ts  ou t th a t  th e  " e le c t io n  
method was th e  only a v a i la b le  method to  o b ta in  q u ick ly  th e  la rg e  number 
o f  tro o p  le a d e rs  re q u ire d "  fo r  th e  mass a rm ies o f  th e  C iv il  War, see 
T. H arry W illiam s, Haves o f  th e  Twenty-Third (New York: A lfred  Knopf,
1955), p . 20.
^ C a m ille  de P o lignac  to  S i r ,  O ctober 30, 1861, i n  C am illus J .  
P o lignac  FL le.
f i l l  a l l  vacancies by prom otion, which would be " a  rew ard to  th e
d eserv ing  and an encouragement to  a l l ." '* ”*'
He a ls o  c a l le d  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  enormous q u a n ti ty  o f  baggage
in  th e  army. The allow ance o f  excess baggage, he p o in ted  o u t, might
"be a tte n d e d  w ith  dangerous consequences and m ight i n t e r f e r e  w ith  a
12whole campaign shou ld  i t s  su ccess  depend on d isp a tc h . • • •"
P o lignac  found th a t  i t  re q u ire d  between 4,000 and 5,000 wagons, 
exclud ing  am bulances, fo r  th e  Army o f  th e  Potomac to  move w ith  f i f te e n  
d a y 's  r a t io n s .  He recommended th a t  pack mules o r  pack h o rse s  be sub­
s t i t u t e d  fo r  wagons whenever p o s s ib le .  T h is  would, he i n s i s t e d ,  make
13th e  army "more w ieldy in  th e  hands o f  i t s  g e n e ra ls ."
The l e t t e r  ap p aren tly  went up to  someone in  th e  C onfederate
government, fo r  appended to  i t  was a  n o te  sig n ed  by G eneral B eauregard,
who s ta te d  he warmly approved " th e  w ith in  rem arks and recommendations 
— — 14
o f  C ol. / s i c /  P o lig n ac ."  There i s  no ev idence th a t  th e  Congress made
any e f f o r t  to  pu t P o lig n a c 's  su g g e s tio n s  in to  p r a c t ic e .
P o lig n a c 's  o b se rv a tio n s  were p robab ly  sought because o f  h is
f iv e  y e a rs  experience  in  th e  French army. At th a t  tim e France was
u n iv e rs a l ly  considered  to  be th e  le a d in g  m il i ta r y  power i n  Europe.
Both F ed e ra l and C onfederate r e c r u i t s  " le a rn e d  th e  rud im ents o f  d r i l l
and e lem entary  t a c t i c s  from m anuals based  la rg e ly  upon e x is t in g  French 
15re g u la t io n s ."
11I b id .
12I b id .
13I b id .
14x I b id .
15Luvaas, Legacy o f th e  C iv i l  War, p . 2.
P olignac  came to  th e  C onfederate  army w ith  th e  ty p ic a l  French
view o f  what was p ro p e r m i l i ta r y  o rg a n iz a tio n  and procedure* H is
views can be understood  only when p re se n te d  a g a in s t  th e  background
o f  id ea s  and d o c tr in e s  p re v a le n t in  th e  French army*
The French were obsessed  w ith  th e  o ffe n s iv e ; "dash and b u s t le
were a l l  th a t  was n ecessa ry  to  so lv e  m il i ta r y  problems*" Emphasis was
p laced  on th e  bayonet charge which re q u ire d  p ro fe s s io n a l d is c ip l in e d
troops*  I t  took  y e a r s ,  acco rd in g  to  th e  French, to  a cq u ire  th e
necessary  knowledge, d i s c ip l in e ,  and s p i r i t  to  produce good combat 
17troops*  P a tr io t is m  and devotion  could  n o t compensate fo r  a  la c k  o f
18m il i ta ry  knowledge*
19M ili ta ry  p ro to c o l was s tre sse d *  The s p i r i t  o f  in d iv id u a l
independence o f  th e  American s o ld ie r  was b e lie v e d  to  be f a t a l  to  m il i ta ry  
20d isc ip lin e *  The g r e a te s t  c r i t ic i s m  was le v e le d  a t  th e  c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r ;  
th e  dem ocratic method o f  e le c t in g  o f f ic e r s  by th e  rank  and f i l e ;  and th e  
custom o f  g ra n tin g  commissions to  anyone who r e c ru i te d  a  un it*
P o lignac  came to  America p rep a red  to  f ig h t  accord ing  to  French 
manuals* But t h i s  was a  new and d i f f e r e n t  k ind  o f  war; th e  in c re a s e d  
firepow er gave th e  advantage to  th e  d e fe n s iv e , which along w ith  th e  
American t e r r a i n  made th e  bayonet charge obso le te*  Dash and b u s t le
•I />
I b id * . p* 79, q u o tin g  from M arshal F ranchet d 'E p erey , "Du
D ire c to ire  1914," H is to i r e  m l l l t a i r e  e t  navale  de l a  n a tio n  f r a n y a is e .
V III o f  H is to ir e  de l a  n a tio n  f ra n y a is e . p* 382*
17Luvaas, Legacy o f  th e  C iv il  War, p* 82*
TA
I b i d . ,  p . 94.
19I b id « . p .  80.
20I b id . . p . 88.
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were no lo n g er a l l  th a t  was n ecessa ry  to  so lv e  every  m il i ta r y  problem .
P o lig n ac i a s  a  p ro fe s s io n a l  so ld ie r*  c o n fid en t o f  h is  a b i l i ty *
probably  expected  to  r i s e  ra p id ly  i n  th e  ra n k s  to  a p o s i t io n  o f
le a d e rs h ip . However* he found th a t  th e  C onfederate  method o f  s e le c t in g
o f f i c e r s  by e le c t io n  in  th e  v o lu n te e r  u n its*  which " v io la te d  every
21known p r in c ip le  o f  th e  m il i ta ry  procedure*" f r u s t r a te d  a l l  h i s  e f f o r t s .
What he found in  th e  C onfederate army was n o t th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  so ld ie r*
but c iv i l i a n s  i n  m il i ta ry  uniform s—-more o f te n  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  c i t iz e n
s o ld ie r s .  These men made good so ld ie rs *  b u t they  d id  no t l i k e  th e
d is c ip l in e  and reg im en ta tio n  o f  th e  m i l i t a r y .  The c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r
22cou ld  no t be driven* bu t had to  be urged and persuaded .
These men would only fo llow  a  commander th a t  they  re sp e c te d  and
t r u s te d .  Gaining t h e i r  re sp e c t and devo tion  was d i f f i c u l t  a t  best*  but
< was e s p e c ia l ly  h a rd  fo r  a  fo re ig n e r  who d isa g ree d  w ith  th e  o rg a n is a tio n
and procedure i n  t h e i r  army. P o lignac  was to  lea rn *  however slowly*
th a t  i n  t h i s  war a  good commander had to  appear dem ocratic and human
and prove to  h i s  tro o p s  th a t  he c a red  fo r  t h e i r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  and
w e lfa re . He would have to  t r e a t  h i s  men a s  in d iv id u a ls ,  a s s o c ia t in g
w ith  them* bu t rem aining d is ta n t  enough to  p re se rv e  t h e i r  re s p e c t  fo r  
23a u th o r i ty .
But winning devotion  and re s p e c t  was only  th e  f i r s t  h u rd le  i n  
becoming an e f f e c t iv e  o f f i c e r .  Both would d isap p ea r q u ick ly  i f  th e  
commander was h e s i ta n t  o r  tim id  under f i r e .  These c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s
^ W illia m s , Hayes o f  th e  T w enty-T hird, p . 21.
22I b id . . p .  25.
JO
I b id . .  pp. 24-25 .
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would only fo llow  th e  commander who was f e a r le s s  In  h a t t l e ;  they were
Im pressed w ith) a s  P ro fe s s o r  T* Harry W illiam s p u ts  i t :  "sh ee r p h y s ic a l
24courage d isp lay ed  i n  th e  most s p e c ta c u la r  fashion*"
Courageous a c t io n  a lo n e t however, was n o t enough* A good com­
mander a ls o  had to  th ink*  He had to  d i r e c t  every movement o f  h is  fo rc e s , 
deploying  them in  such a  way a s  to  a t t a i n  maximum e ff ic ie n c y *  To do
t h i s  he had to  know th e  t e r r a i n  and had to  he a b le  to  a c c u ra te ly  a n t i c i -
25p a te  th e  movements o f  th e  enemy*
To acq u ire  such s k i l l  re q u ire d  co n s id e ra b le  knowledge o f  war*
L ike many o th e rs  in  th e  C iv i l  War, P o lignac had no form al m il i ta ry  edu­
c a t io n ,  and had to  a c q u ire  th e  n ecessa ry  knowledge from s e lf - s tu d y  and 
from experience*
He had th e  advan tage , however, o f  being  an a v id  s tu d e n t o f  war, 
d a tin g  back to  h is  childhood* H is s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  was s t r a te g y ,  and 
h is  d ia ry  i s  f i l l e d  w ith  com m entaries on s t r a te g y  and t a c t i c s ,  and maps 
o f  b a tt le s *
But he a lso  had th e  d isadvan tage  o f  coming in to  th e  war w ith 
p reconceived  id e a s  t h a t  were n o t a p p lic a b le  to  th e  C iv i l  War* For 
P o lig n ac , ad justm ent to  th e  unorthodox ways o f  th e  American war was slow  
and pa in fu l*  The most d e p re ss in g  and f r u s t r a t in g  p e rio d  o f  h is  m il i ta r y  
c a re e r  in  America came i n  th e  s p r in g  and summer o f  1862*
E arly  in  1862 B eauregard  l e f t  V irg in ia  fo r  an assignm ent under 
G eneral A lb e rt Sidney Joh n sto n  i n  th e  W estern T h e a te r , but Polignac d id  
n o t Im m ediately fo llow  him* D uring th e  B a tt le  o f  S h ilo h , A p ril 6 and 7 , 
Johnston  was k i l l e d  and B eauregard  succeeded to  th e  command* A fte r  th e
24I b id . . p* 25.
25I b ld . , pp, 26-27*
b a t t l e ,  B eauregard  r e t r e a te d  about f o r ty - f iv e  m iles  so u th  to  C o rin th ,
M iss iss ip p i*  P o lignac  rem ained in  Richmond u n t i l  A p r il  10 and th e n  s e t  ou t
fo r  C o rin th  to  jo in  B eauregard, a r r iv in g  th e re  on A p ril  17* He was w ith
th e  army a s  i t  con tinued  i t s  r e t r e a t  southward tow ard T upelo , M is s is s ip p i .
A lthough B eauregard  re p o r te d  a  su c c e ss fu l w ithdraw al, P o lignac  in s i s t e d
th a t  th e  t ro o p s  were dem oralized and complete d is o rg a n iz a tio n  p re v a ile d .
He s t a te d  t h a t  many s t r a g g le r s  and s ic k  were l e f t  i n  C o rin th  " h a l f
27s ta rv e d  in  th e  woods," and had to  be moved forward by wagons. On one
occasion  when he d isco v ered  a  number o f  s t r a g g le r s ,  who p re te n d in g  to
be sick* were ta k in g  advantage o f th e  h o s p i ta l i ty  o f  th e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,
P o lignac  n o ted  th a t  i n  any bu t th e  Confederate army such men would be
28co n sid ered  d e se r te rs*
He e x p ressed  th e  concern th a t  i f  th e  army d id  n o t maneuver i t
would s u re ly  be d e fe a te d , and i f  th e  army d id  no t re c o v e r  i t  would
"dw indle to  n o th in g  th ro  / s i c / ,  s ic k n e s s  and d e se rtio n * "  He in s i s t e d
th a t  th e  t ro o p s  were "alm ost too, u n d isc ip lin e d  to  be o rgan ized" and
th a t  "n o th in g  b u t a  su c c e ss fu l campaign w i l l  b rin g  them up to  th e
29re q u ire d  s ta n d a rd ."
P o lig n ac  seemed bew ildered  and dismayed w ith  th e  conduct o f  th e  
whole army— o f f i c e r s  and men a lik e *  F a ilin g  to  comprehend th e  n a tu re  
o f th e  c i t i z e n  s o ld i e r s ,  he could  n o t understand  why th e  o f f i c e r s ,  most 
o f  whom were a ls o  c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s ,  f a i le d  to  p ro p e rly  d i s c ip l in e  the
26D la ry , A p r il  17, 1862.
27l b i d . , May 29-30, 1862.
28I b i d * * June 3 , 1862.
29I b id .
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t ro o p s , o r  why th e  g e n e ra ls  d id  n o t see  th e  need fo r  an o ffe n s iv e
campaign to  b rin g  th e  army "up to  th e  re q u ire d  s ta n d a rd ." In c re a s in g ly
he thought i t  necessary  to  be prom oted to  a  p o s i t io n  o f  a u th o r i ty  where
h is  op in io n s would c a rry  some w eigh t.
P o lignac  wanted a  command p o s i t io n ,  and s h o r t ly  a f t e r  a r r iv in g
30in  th e  West he thought ho was to  be a ss ig n e d  a  reg im en t. To command
a  regim ent was e x ac tly  what he d e s ire d , fo r  he f e l t  h im se lf  to  be a
le a d e r ,  and a  reg im en ta l command would p o ss ib ly  pave th e  way fo r  f u r th e r
prom otions. Because o f  th e  e le c t iv e  system  o f  s e le c t in g  o f f ic e r s  in  th e
v o lu n te e r  reg im en ts , he was unab le  to  se cu re  th e  d e s ire d  command.
The news o f  h is  p o s s ib le  prom otion caused a  " b r i s t l e "  in  the
reg im en t, and one o f  th e  c o lo n e ls  a n g rily  s t a te d  th a t  he d id  n o t co n sid e r
31th e  P rin c e  capable  o f  assum ing a  command. In  d is g u s t ,  P o lignac  i n s i s t e d  
th a t  t h i s  was th e  "consequences o f  th e  v o lu n te e r  o rg a n iz a tio n  which teems 
w ith  such consequences." He con tinued : "How w i l l  t h i s  end . . .  I  d o n 't
know. Something has to  tu r n  up. 1 s ta n d  a  mere lo o k e r on a t  th e  whole
32proceed ings—-a s p e c ta to r  a t  a  p la y  and make th e  b e s t  o f  i t . "
I f  th e re  was an y th in g  th a t  P o lignac  d id  no t want to  do, i t  was
to  s ta n d  a  "mere lo o k e r o n ."  He was a  determ ined mem and not one to  
g ive up e a s i ly ,  and hence approached G eneral Beauregard about th e  m a tte r . 
The g en e ra l a ssu red  him t h a t  he would w r ite  to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  War i n  
Richmond and o b ta in  h is  appointm ent a s  b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l . T h is , accord ing
ao
I b i d . ,  A p ril  22, 1862.
3W ,  A p ril  28, 1862. By " b r i s t l e "  P o lignac  was r e f e r r in g  to  
th e  o p p o s itio n  expressed  by th e  o f f i c e r s  re g a rd in g  h i s  appointm ent. The 
s o ld ie r s  p robably  d id  n o t t r u s t  P o lignac  because he was a  fo re ig n e r.
32I b id .
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to  P o lig n ac , would " s e t t l e  th in g s  once and fo r a l l  i n  a way more
33p r o f i ta b le  and g r a t i f y in g  to  m y se lf."
S e v e ra l days l a t e r  Beauregard s t i l l  had not w r i t te n  th e  prom ised 
l e t t e r ,  b u t he con tinued  to  a ssu re  th e  p e r s i s te n t  l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l 
th a t  he would a t te n d  to  th e  m a tte r . And Polignac in s i s t e d  t h a t  he would
—  — 3 4
not " l e t  i t  p a ss  ou t o f  h is  /B ea u reg a rd * s / mind."
A f te r  th e  tro o p s  had a r r iv e d  s a f e ly  a t  Tupelo, B eauregard , who 
was in  bad h e a l th  and a t  th e  same tim e was wader f i r e  fo r  e v acu a tin g  
C orin th , an im p o rtan t r a i l r o a d  c e n te r ,  l e f t  th e  army and went to  re c u ­
p e ra te  a t  a  r e s o r t  n e a r M obile, Alabama. G eneral Braxton Bragg was 
tem p o rarily  l e f t  i n  command. The C onfederate  P re s id e n t, J e f f e r s o n  D avis,
se ize d  on B e au re g a rd 's  absence as an excuse to  remove him and ap p o in t
35Bragg a s  commander o f  th e  W estern Departm ent.
P o lig n ac  f e l t  th a t  th e  sudden removal o f  Beauregard " w i l l  a t
f i r s t  have a  dem ora liz ing  e f f e c t  on . .  • th e  army which can on ly  be
36d is p e lle d  by an  e n e rg e tic  and su c c e s s fu l campaign."
P o lig n ac  was a ss ig n ed  to  Bragg*s s t a f f  a s  a s s i s t a n t  in s p e c to r
37g e n era l, b u t he exp ressed  no op in ion  about h is  t r a n s f e r .
OQ
I b i d . ,  A p ril  29, 1862.
34I b i d . ,  May 6 , 1862. The f i l e s  do no t d isc lo se  th a t  B eauregard 
ever w rote th e  l e t t e r  on P o lignac*s b e h a lf .
35For a  f u l l  d isc u ss io n  o f  B eau reg ard 's  removal see  W illiam s, 
B eauregard, p p . 192-203.
36D ia ry , June 21-22, 1862.
37The War o f  R eb e llio n : A Com pilation o f th e  O f f ic ia l  Records
o f th e  Union and C onfederate  Armies (W ashington: Y/ar D epartm ent, 1880-
1902), S e r ie s  I ,  V ol. XVII, p t .  2 , p . 648, h e re a f te r  c i te d  a s  0 .  R. 
w ith , u n le s s  o th erw ise  no ted , a l l  c i t a t io n s  to  S e r ie s  I .
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He had, however, never been s a t i s f i e d  In  th e  In s p e c tin g  departm ent,
which he f e l t  was "g e n e ra lly  used a s  an o u t l e t  to  d ispose  o f  troublesom e
38and w o rth less  o f f i c e r s ,  be i t  s ta te d  w ithou t r e f l e c t io n  on m y se lf ."
But he had done h i s  b e s t  to  make th e  most o f  what he co n sid ered  an
u n fo rtu n a te  s i t u a t io n .  Once when he had to  check ou t an account o f  a
te le g ra p h  company, he w rote:
A fte r  dang ling  fo r  a  l i t t l e  w hile  I  In tro d u ce d  a  system  o f  
proceed ing  which f a c i l i t a t e d  o u r a g e n c ie s . I  s h a l l  tak e  th e  
m a tte r  in to  my own hands and r e p o r t  abou t i t  a s  I  have been 
th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  appoin ted  board . I  s h a l l  g e t th e  c r e d i t  
fo r  th e  whole t r a n s a c t io n .—-(a  man i f  r e a l l y  s u p e r io r  ought 
everywhere to —le a d , to  be th e  head mem among h is  e q u a ls , 
and f a te  w il l  h e lp  h im ).39
T his am bition  to  be "head man" now to o k  in c re a s in g  p o ssess io n  o f
him. He even hoped to  use h is  t i t l e  o f  "p r in c e "  fo r  p e rso n a l advantage,
fo r  i t  gave him p le a su re  " to  see th a t  a  t i t l e  s t i l l  h as  some p re s t ig e
40l e f t  h e re  and th a t  1 can make mine su b se rv ie n t to  my d e s ig n s ."
Although h is  immediate design was prom otion to  th e  rank  o f 
b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l, he harbored  hopes o f  going h ig h e r . He o f te n  w rote 
o f  h i s  a s p i r a t io n s  o f  " g re a tn e s s ,"  a lthough  he never r e a l ly  d e fin ed  th e  
te rm . At any r a t e ,  he d e f in i te ly  co n sid ered  h im se lf  to  be a  g re a t man, 
and he was alw ays f r u s t r a te d  and depressed  because o th e rs  d id  n o t see 
him a s  he saw h im se lf . I f  h is  w ritin g  i s  in d ic a t iv e  o f  h i s  th in k in g , 
obv iously  he was unaware th a t  he might have shortcom ings which would 
p rev e n t him from reach in g  h is  g o a l. A l i f e  w ithou t purpose had no
38D iary , June 12 , 1862.
39
I b i d . ,  May 20, 1862.
40
I b id . ,  June 1 1 , 1862.
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meaning to  P o lig n a c , On one occasion  he w rote:
What i s  l i f e  w ithou t an o b je c t ,  whole o b je c t fo r  th e  a t t a i n ­
ment o f  which every  nerve must be s t r a in e d  fo r  i t  a lone  i s  
w orthw hile to  l i v e  to  which every p lea su re  every love  every 
d e s ire  must bend, y ie ld ,  which absorbs every drop o f  u se fu l  
l i f e  in to  c o n s ta n t con tem plation  o f  th e  means by which i t  i s  
to  be gained  and co n cen tra ted  upon • * • in to  fo rc e s  to  work 
r e a l i t y  ou t o f  t h i s  f l a t t e r i n g  d re a m ,^
Undoubtedly P o lignac*s r e l ig io u s - l ik e  d e d ic a tio n  to  h is  advance­
ment caused him to  be h is  own g re a te s t  enemy. He seemed obsessed , 
th in k in g  th a t  th a t  day was w asted which d id  not c o n tr ib u te  to  h i s  
reach in g  h is  g o a l. L ate  one n ig h t,  musing over th e  day*s a c t i v i t i e s ,  
he lam ented:
I  had to  contend as u su a l w ith my e te rn a l  foes— th e  Inm ate 
o f  my own s e l f —my r e le n t l e s s  mind and my th o u g h tfu l h e a r t— 
indeed  th e  a lm igh ty  power to  which a l l  c re a t io n  i s  a sc r ib e d  
has framed me in to  a r e s t l e s s  be ing  and between th e  la b o rs  o f 
my mind and th e  th ro b s  o f my h e a r t  and th e  a s p i r a t io n  o f  my 
sou l I  do no t know how my d e l ic a te ly  b u i l t  e a r th ly  frame has 
not been s h a t te r e d  to  frag m en ts .^ 2
His on ly  c o n so la tio n  was h is  b e l i e f  in  f a t e ,  and no m a tte r  how
f r u s t r a te d ,  he s t i l l  cou ld  blame f a te  fo r  any o b s ta c le s  to  ach e iv in g
h is  aims in  l i f e ,  y e t on one occasion  he wrote:
• , • th e  ta s k  i s  harsh  and I  sometimes f e e l  th a t  I  must s in k  
beneath  my f a t e .  Oh bu t fo r  th a t  i r r e s t i b l e  d r i f t  which im­
p e ls  me onward to  my ocean and keeps me buoyant on i t s  foaming 
t id e  as i t  b e a rs  me onward to  th e  aim I  s t r i v e  to  a t t a i n  w ith  
hopefu l energy bu t w ith  s c a rc e ly  any o th e r  ra p tu re  but to  
th in k  th a t  ev e ry th in g  e ls e  i s  im p o ss ib le ,^ 3
He continued:
Why shou ld  I  have harbored  in  my bosom th e  two g re a te s t  poss­
e ss io n s  which one can f e e l—th e  f i r s t  I  know by what name to  
c a l l  i t ;  The second claim s th e  name e i th e r  love  o r jea lo u sy
41I b i d „  May 1 , 1862,
42I b ld . , Ju ly  6 , 1862.
43I b i d . , June 16 , 1862.
o r  h e a r t  u lc e ra t io n  sco rn  fo r  mankind—i t  i s  perhaps a f t e r  
a l l  n o th in g  hu t a  g en era l d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  human th in g s — 
a r i s in g  ou t o f  a  fe e lin g  o f  s e l f - s u p e r io r i ty  and an exqui­
s i t e  sense  o f  knowing what shou ld  he • • • •
He concluded w ith  a  saddening and f r u s t r a t i n g  n o te : "Goodnight indomi­
ta b le  s p i r i t  t h a t  qu ickens i n  my mind—thou  s h a l t  have no r e s t  hu t in
45s le e p  t h i s  s id e  o f  th e  grave*"
The fe e l in g  o f  s e l f - s u p e r io r i ty  i s  p re v a le n t  a l l  th rough  th e
d iary*  On June 13, a f t e r  read ing  th e  e d i t o r i a l  from th e  Hay 13 e d i t io n
o f  th e  London Times in  which th e  e d i to r  s t a t e d  th e re  were no d e c is iv e
g en iu ses  on e i t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  American c o n f l i c t , P o lignac  w rote:
But i s  th e re  none? Who knowB??? I f  th e re  i s  what can he he 
w ithou t an o ccasio n , w ithout a  concurrence o f  even ts  th a t  would 
h e lp  him along* He i s  a lread y  perhaps among th e  p a l t r y  crowd*
He walks among them and they  se e  him n o t ,  he oheys many o f  them 
whom he cou ld  o r  should  command, he i s  pow erless under them, 
he would he e f f i c i e n t  over them, and su c c e s s fu l  and g rea t*  H is 
s p i r i t  qu ickens among th e  d u ll  and p lod d in g  m u ltitu d e  hu t i n e r t  
i n  hody h is  m a te r ia l  p ro g re ss  i s  checked because he has no t y e t 
been found o u t .—was no t C aesar C aesar a t  tw enty? and no t y e t 
known fo r  what he was as such hu t to  h im se lf  u n t i l  f o r ty *^6
Such s ta te m e n ts  were th e  r e s u l t  o f  a  p ro longed  p e rio d  o f  f ru s ­
t r a t i o n  and disappointm ent* P o lignac was a  p ro fe s s io n a l  s o ld ie r ,  w ith  
no m eaningful p o s i t io n ,  w hile a l l  around him, he saw what he considered  
l e s s e r  men in  p o s i t io n s  o f  a u th o rity *  I t  was only  n a tu r a l ,  schooled  in  
th e  French a u to c ra t ic  t r a d i t i o n ,  th a t  he would d isapprove o f  th e  democra­
t i c  p rocedure  i n  th e  C onfederate  army.
P o lignac  was a  determ ined, h o ld ,a g g re s s iv e , man w ith  an iro n  
w ill*  He o f te n  exp ressed  fe e lin g s  o f  s e l f - s u p e r i o r i t y ,  a s  though he had
44I b id .
45I b id .
46Ibid.
56
an e x q u is ite  sense o f  knowing what shou ld  he* W hile t h i s  arrogance  would 
be s tra n g e  among most men, i t  was n o t an unusual c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f  th e  
P o lignacs*  C am ille 's  f a th e r  had had s im i l i a r  b e l i e f s  a t  th e  tim e o f 
h is  death  many years e a r l ie r *
Cam ille was su re  o f  h im s e lf , bu t he was no t su re  o f  o th e rs  around 
him, th o se  who were in  p o s i t io n s  to  in f lu e n c e  h is  fu tu re*  He poured ou t 
h is  f r u s t r a t io n s  in  th e  pages o f  h is  d ia ry  th a t  summer* I f  only he 
could  be recognized  fo r  what he r e a l l y  was, o r  what he thought h im se lf  
to  b e , a  born le a d e r o f  men. I f  h i s  su p e r io rs  f a i l e d  to  see  h is  a b i l i t y ,  
and must be convinced, th en  a l l  he asked fo r  was a  chance to  prove h is  
m i l i ta r y  g rea tn ess  on th e  b a t t l e f i e ld *  But a l l  h i s  e f f o r t s  fo r advance­
ment were thwarted* He came to  f e e l  th a t  he would never see  b a t t l e  and 
th a t  he was i n  danger o f  fa c in g  a  lo n g , d ism al, nonconsequen tia l m il i ta r y  
career*
Only h is  f a i th  i n  h im se lf  and h is  b e l i e f  i n  f a te  su s ta in e d  him*
He b e liev e d  th a t  fa te  had d e s tin e d  him fo r  g rea tness*  He was a  shrewd 
c a lc u la t in g  man, who d e d ic a te d  h is  e n t i r e  be ing  to  secu rin g  a  prom otion 
one way o r another* He was an  extrem ely  am bitious man who craved d is ­
t in c t io n  and promotion* But th e re  was more to  i t  th an  th is*  He 
h o n e s tly  b e liev ed  th a t  w ith  h i s  s u p e r io r  knowledge he would be o f  
g re a t value to  the  army i f  he was on ly  g iven  a chance*
Depressed and f r u s t r a t e d ,  P o lignac  s t i l l  had confidence i n  h is  
a b i l i t y ,  bu t what could  he do "w ithou t an o ccasio n , w ithout a  concurrence 
o f  ev en ts  th a t  would h e lp  him along*"
CHAPTER IV
f,He has f r e e ly  exposed h im self to  a l l  th e  dangers o f  war"
The C onfederates su ffe re d  a  s e r i e s  o f  d is a s t ro u s  ; m il i ta ry  
re v e r s e s  i n  th e  e a r ly  months o f  1862} which r e s u l te d  in  th e  lo s s  to  
F e d e ra l fo rc e s ,  o f  alm ost a l l  o f  Tennessee and Kentucky, and c o n tro l  
o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iver down to V icksburg. The U nited  S ta te s  was 
ap p ly in g  p re s su re  i n  th e  V/est, and by summer i t  appeared  th a t  N orthern  
a rm ies m ight make a d d it io n a l  in tru s io n s  in to  th e  Sou th .
I n  June B rig a d ie r  General George W. Morgan occupied th e  Cumber­
la n d  Gap, a  deep d ep re ss io n  in  th e  Cumberland m ountain range , lo c a te d  
on th e  boundary between Tennessee and Kentucky n e a r  th e  w estern  boundary 
o f  V irg in ia .  The gap made a  n a tu ra l  highway and was considered  a g a te -
f
way in to  e a s t  T ennessee. The a c tio n  no t only p rev en ted  th e  C onfederates 
from u s in g  t h i s  im portan t ro u te , bu t i t  a ls o  th re a te n e d  Major G eneral 
Edmund K irby Sm ith*s l i t t l e  command o f  C on federa tes a t  K noxv ille , on th e  
so u th e rn  b o rd e r o f  e a s t  T ennessee.'1'
A lso i n  June, G eneral Don C arlos B u e ll and th e  Army o f  th e  Ohio 
was o rd e red  to  move e a s t  from C orin th , M is s is s ip p i ,  to  conduct o p e ra tio n s  
a g a in s t  th e  C onfederates i n  e a s t T ennessee, w ith  C hattanooga a s  h is
1Joseph W heeler, "Bragg*s In v as io n  o f  K entucky,11 B a t t le s  and 
L eaders o f  th e  C iv il  War, ed . C larance C. B u e ll and Robert U. Johnson
(New York: The Century C o ., 1887-1888), I I I ,  p .  2; Henry M. C is t ,  The
Army o f  th e  Cumberland. VII o f  Campaigns o f  th e  C iv i l  War. (New York:
A. S . Barnes and C o., I n c . ,  1963), p . 34 .
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o b jec tiv e*  B u e ll moved f i r s t  to  N a sh v ille , Tennessee, to  p rep a re  h is  
o ffe n s iv e  a g a in s t  Chattanooga* C hattanooga, on th e  Tennessee R iv e r , 
was im portan t to  bo th  s id e s ,  fo r  whoever h e ld  t h i s  mountain c i t y  cou ld  
use i t  a s  a base  to  Invade th e  o th e r  sec tion*
The C onfederate  problem , and more p a r t i c u la r ly  Bragg*s problem , 
a s  commander o f  th e  W estern T h e a te r , was to  d ev ise  a  p lan  to  re c o v e r  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t  o f  th e  l o s t  t e r r i t o r y ,  and tu rn  th e  t id e  from d i s a s t e r  to  
v ic to ry *  Knowing th a t  h i s  government expected  him to  f ig h t  and r e a l i z ­
in g  th a t  th e  Confederacy cou ld  n o t a f fo rd  to  lo se  more t e r r i t o r y ,  Bragg 
decided to  go on th e  o f fe n s iv e  and invade Tennessee and Kentucky* He 
l e f t  a  fo rce  to  engage th e  F e d e ra ls  i n  n o r th e rn  M iss is s ip p i, and on 
Ju ly  12, took  th e  main body o f  h i s  army and moved to  C hattanooga, a r ­
r iv in g  th e re  ahead o f  BueH on Ju ly  30* From Chattanooga Bragg p lanned  
to  push up th rough  c e n t r a l  Kentucky to  L o u isv ille *  Taking t h i s  ro u te
would enable him to  draw B u e ll o u t o f  Tennessee and p reven t an in v a s io n
2o f  no rth ern  G eorg ia .
At th e  same tim e , Bragg p lanned th a t  K irby Sm ith, w ith  a  sm a lle r  
fo rc e , should move up th rough  e a s te rn  Kentucky to  Lexington* The two 
arm ies could  l i n k  up, and w ith  th e  r e c r u i t s  t h a t  he expected to  p ic k  
up en ro u te , Bragg b e lie v e d  th a t  he could  e i t h e r  invade th e  N orth  o r  a t
3
l e a s t  d e fe a t any F e d e ra l army se n t a g a in s t  him* H is s t r a te g y  was 
sound, bu t he d id  n o t have th e  courage to  execute  such a  d a rin g  plan*
P o lignac  had accompanied Bragg to  Chattanooga, th in k in g  th a t  a t  
l a s t  he was to  ta k e  p a r t  i n  a  campaign* Im p a tie n tly  he thought t h a t
S /h e e le r , "Bragg*s In v as io n  o f  K entucky,” B a tt le s  and L e a d e rs .
I l l ,  p* 2.
3I b id .
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th e  C onfederates should  go on the  o ffe n s iv e , b u t to  h i s  sorrow , Bragg,
4
o v e rly  c a u tio u s , seemed to  be in  no hurry  to  invade Kentucky*
A fte r  a  few days in  Chattanooga th e  P r in c e  reached  th e  con­
c lu s io n  th a t  th e  army would not engage th e  enemy on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  fo r 
some time* F ru s tra te d , he decided  th a t  h is  f i r s t  y e a r  in  th e  army had 
been wasted* He had come to  th e  U nited S ta te s  to  f i g h t ,  and a f t e r  a  
y e a r  s t i l l  had no t seen any a c t io n . Oh August 1 , very  dep ressed , he 
w ro te: " I  s to o d  th o u g h tfu l y este rd ay  and in  a  f i t  o f  d ish e a r tn e s s  / s i c /
a c tu a l ly  lo n g in g  fo r  / t h e /  repose  in  th e  c o n ten ted  smooth happ iness o f
5
p r iv a te  l i f e  • .  ."
D epressed a s  he was, Polignac was a  determ ined  w i l l f u l  man and 
co u ld  no t b e lie v e  th a t  he was doomed to  o b sc u r i ty  in  t h i s  war. Perhaps 
i n  a  moment o f  weakness he had thought about th e  "happ in ess o f  p r iv a te  
l i f e , "  bu t only  fo r  a moment. H is d e s ire  fo r  prom otion was s tro n g e r  
th an  e v e r , and he e n te r ta in e d  thoughts o f  going to  th e  C onfederate  
c a p i t a l  to  p re se n t h is  case  i n  person  to  h is  i n f l u e n t i a l  f r ie n d s  in  th e  
govornm eht. He w rote: " I  expect to  go to  Richmond th e re  to  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  to
my p r iv a te  a f f a i r s  and would to  God th a t  th e  subsequen t even ts  would
/ 0
work th a t  analogy in  c ircum stances in to  th e  p e r f e c t  s im il i tu d e ."
In  th e  meantime, Bragg, concerned about th e  F ed era l b u ild -u p  in  
e a s t  T ennessee, was sending  re in fo rcem en ts to  K irby  Sm ith, who fo r  a 
s h o r t  tim e considered  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t Morgan, hoping to  fo rce  him
4
D iary , August 1 , 1862.
5I b id .
6Ib id .
7
ou t o f  th e  s tro n g h o ld  a t  Cumberland Gap,
P o lig n ac , anx ious fo r  combat, delayed  h is  d e c is io n  on going to  
Richmond, and though t abou t ap p ly in g  fo r  a  t r a n s f e r  to  K irby Sm ith*s 
command. On August 6 , he w rote: " I  might i f  n o th in g --a s  I  b e lie v e  i s
th e  case—i s  going to  undertaken  h ere  b e fo re  th e  su ccess  o f  th a t
•_ —  g
/o p e r a t io n s  a g a in s t  Cumberland Gap/ e x p ed itio n  i s  known."
The nex t morning he had made h is  d e c is io n  and req u ested  th e  
t r a n s f e r  which was g ra n te d  th a t  same day. He l e f t  fo r  K noxv ille  on 
August 9 , a r r iv in g  th e re  two days l a t e r  on August 11. He re p o r te d  to  
K irby Smith who re c e iv e d  him "w ith  g re a t a f f a b i l i t y  and co u rte sy "  and
9ass ig n e d  him th e  p o s i t io n  o f  a s s i s t a n t  in s p e c to r  g en era l on h is  s t a f f .
The e x p ed itio n  a g a in s t  Morgan was tem p o rarily  c a l le d  o f f  when 
K irby Smith le a rn e d  t h a t  th e  F e d e ra ls  a t  Cumberland Gap were w ell 
en trenched  and p ro v is io n e d  and could  w ith s tan d  a  prolonged s i e g e , ^
But a t  l e a s t  to  P o lignac  *s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  th e  two-pronged in v a s io n  o f  
Kentucky was about to  g e t underway.
On August 14, a s  Bragg, w ith  th e  Army o f  th e  W est, marched n o r th  
tow ard N a sh v ille , K irby Sm ith, w ith  h i s  main fo rce  o f  about 6,000 men,
7
I b i d . ,  August 6 , 1862; P au l F . Hammond, "G eneral K irby Sm ith*s 
Campaign in  Kentucky in  1862 ," Southern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs , 
p aper no. 2,. IX (A ugust, 1881), p ,  247; W heeler, "B ragg 's  In v as io n  o f
K entucky," B a tt le s  and L ea d ers . I l l ,  p . 4 .
g.
D iary , August 6 , 1862.
9Ib id «. August 11 , 1862,
^ I b i d , , August 12 , 1862; Hammond, "K irby Sm ith ," Southern
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs , IX, p . 247.
l a t e r  d e s ig n a ted  a s  th e  Army o f Kentucky) l e f t  K noxville* A f te r  four
days, and approxim ately  s e v e n ty -f iv e  m ile s  o f  ha rd  m arching by way o f
C lin to n , T ennessee, over th e  Cumberland M ountains th rough  Big Creek Gap
and Rogers Gap in to  Kentucky, K irby S m ith 's  army reached  B a rb o u rsv ille .
B a rb o u rsv ille  was a  town i n  s o u th e a s te rn  Kentucky on th e  main road
le a d in g  to  L exington  se v e n ty -f iv e  m ile s  to  th e  no rth*11
E arly  i n  th e  campaign P o lig n ac  sp e c u la te d  t h a t  B u e ll and Morgan
could  jo in  fo rc e s ,  g e t between th e  two C onfederate  arm ies and anni hi l a t e
each se p a ra te ly *  But he no ted  o p t im is t ic a l ly ,  c o r r e c t ly  a p p ra is in g
th e  F edera l commanders, th a t  he d id  n o t b e lie v e  th a t  e i t h e r  man was
12"eq u a l to  h is  o p p o rtu n itie s* "
A fte r  he had been w ith  K irby Sm ith fo r  a  few days, th e  am bitious
P o lignac  re q u e s te d  to  leav e  th e  s t a f f  and v o lu n te e r  in to  a  regim ent; a s
he s a id :  " th e re  to  tak e  my chance a s  1 f e e l  convinced th a t  i t  must be
13• * * a su re  way to  d is t in c t io n  and prom otion* • • •"
The d e s ire d  perm ission  was g ran te d  on August 26, and he jo in ed
th e  F i f th  Tennessee Regiment, Second B rigade , o f  B rig a d ie r  G eneral
P a t r ic k  R* C leburne ' s  d iv is io n , abou t th re e  m iles  from London, a  sm all
14town e ig h teen  m iles n o rth  o f  B a rb o u rsv ille*  To im press th e  men 
favo rab ly  and l e t  them g e t used to  him, P o lignac  dism ounted and walked
11Hammond, "K irby Sm ith ,"  S ou thern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P anere .
IX, p* 227; W heeler, "B rag g 's  In v a s io n  o f  K entucky," B a t t le s  and 
L ead ers* I I I ,  p* 6*
12D iary , August 12, 1862*
13I b i d . ,  August 19-24, 1862.
^ I b id * ,  August 25-28 , 1862.
62
w ith  th e  t ro o p s , be ing  aw are, he s a id :  " th a t  under such c ircum stances
and w ith  th e  o b je c t  X had in  view much depended on th e  f i r s t  im p ress io n  
„15
•  •  •  •
P au l F* Hammond, v o lu n te e r  a id e  on Kirby S m ith 's  s t a f f ,  gave th e
fo llow ing  im p ress io n  o f  P o lignac :
L ieu ten an t-C o lo n e l P o lig n a c , o r  P rin ce  P o lig n ac , a s  he was 
u su a lly  c a l le d ,  was unden iab le  u g ly , and he c lo th e d  h is  u g l i ­
n e ss  i n  garm ents n e i th e r  t id y  nor becoming, which c e r t a in ly  had 
no su s p ic io n  o f  P a r is ia n  elegance about them, and which helped
to  g ive  him th e  m ingled appearance o f buffoon and I t a l i a n  organ-
g rin d e r* 16
D esp ite  th e  uncomplimentary rem arks, probably  P o l ig n a c 's  casu a l
d ress  and dem ocratic  a c t io n  im pressed  th e  so ld ie rs*  Perhaps th ey  were
f l a t t e r e d  to  th in k  th a t  th e  a p p a re n tly  u n p re te n tio u s  French a r i s t o c r a t
w ith  such a  h ig h  t i t l e  thought i t  p ro p er to  walls w ith  them . At any
r a t e ,  h i s  a c t io n  was a  s te p  i n  th e  r i g h t  d irec tio n *
As th e  C onfedera tes under K irby Smith pushed in to  Kentucky,
Major G eneral W illiam  N elson, F ed era l commander a t  L ex ing ton , Kentucky,
p repared  to  fac e  th e  in v ad e rs  w ith  green  r e c r u i t s ,  who were h a s t i l y
g a thered  from th e  su rround ing  a re a  and nearby Ohio* Near th e  end o f
August Nelson s e n t  two d iv is io n s  o f  h is  u n tr ie d  tro o p s , l e s s  th a n  6,000
men, to  Richmond, Kentucky, a  town about fo r ty  m iles to  th e  s o u th , on
17th e  main ro ad  le a d in g  to  Lexington*
Major G eneral H oratio  G* W right, commander o f  th e  Departm ent o f  
th e  Ohio, o rd e re d  N elson no t to  r i s k  b a t t l e  a t  Richmond u n le s s  he was
1 5I b id .
■^Hammond, "K irby Sm ith ," Southern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs* IX ,
p* 252*
17C is t ,  Army o f  th e  Cumberland, p , 53*
su re  o f  su c c e ss . He was to  " f a l l  back to  a  more d e fe a s ib le  p o s i t io n ,
18say  th e  Kentucky R iv e r . • . •" A cco rd ing ly , N elson planned to
c o n c e n tra te  th e  16,000 tro o p s  a t  h i s  d isp o sa l  on th e  r i v e r  abou t twenty
m ile s  west o f  Richmond; he thought th a t  th e  C onfederates would no t c ro ss
19th e  r i v e r  w hile  a  su p e r io r  fo rce  was on t h e i r  f la n k . But B rig a d ie r  
G eneral Mahlon D. Manson, commander a t  Richmond, d id  no t re c e iv e  th e  
o rd e rs  to  w ithdraw  u n t i l  around noon on August 30, th e  day o f  th e  b a t t l e .
On th e  p rev io u s day, l a t e  i n  th e  a f te rn o o n , an advance fo rce  o f 
K irby S m ith 's  cav a lry  a ttac k ed  th e  Union p ic k e ts  t h a t  had been s e t  out 
on th e  road  about two m iles sou th  o f  Richmond. The C onfederates were 
push ing th e  F e d e ra ls  back when G eneral Manson a r r iv e d  w ith  re in fo rc e ­
m ents and drove th e  a t ta c k e r s  away.
Colonel Benjamin J .  H i l l ,  commander o f  th e  Second B rigade , 
C leb u rn e 's  d iv is io n ,  a t  th e  head o f  th e  C onfederate  column, expected
an a l l - o u t  a s s a u l t .  He formed th e  b r ig a d e , in c lu d in g  th e  F i f t h  Tennessee
21i n  a  l in e  o f  b a t t l e  p e rp e n d icu la r to  th e  ro a d . L a te r  P o lignac  wrote: 
" t h i s  o rd e r o f  b a t t l e  was d e fe c tiv e  a p p lie d  to  a  d e fen siv e  l i n e  and 
o rd e r  in  echelon  shou ld  have been p rep a red  a s  b e s t  c a lc u la te d  to  f o i l  
f la n k  movements. As i t  was both  our f la n k s  were very  much exposed . . .  
But th e  F e d e ra ls  d id  not advance. N ight ended th e  engagement,
180 . R .. XVI. p t .  1 , p . 908.
19I b i d . ,  p .  909.
20I b id . . p .  913.
21I b i d . ,  p .  949; D iary , August 29, 1862.
22D iary, August 29 , 1862.
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and th e  C onfedera tes f e l l  back to  a  p o s i t io n  n e a r th e  ham let o f
R o g e rs v llle , abou t te n  m iles  from Richmond, and made p la n s  fo r  an
23a l l - o u t  a t t a c k  th e  nex t day* D uring th e  n ig h t th e  Union tro o p s
were r e in fo rc e d  and moved forw ard , talcing a  p o s i t io n  abou t th r e e  m ile s
24from th e  C onfederate  camp*
By m orning th e  com batants were o f  about equal s t r e n g th ,  th e
C onfederates having  a  s l i g h t  edge in  manpower w ith  6 ,850 e f f e c t iv e s ,
25as  opposed to  th e  6 ,500 o f  th e  Union* P ro sp ec ts  o f  a  v ic to ry
favored  th e  C o n fed era te s , whose ran k s c o n s is te d  m ainly o f  v e te ra n s ,
w hile  th e  F e d e ra ls  were fo rced  to  f ig h t  w ith  green  r e c r u i t s  who were
o f te n  commanded by in ex p erien ced  o f f ic e rs *  According to  G eneral Manson,
h is  tro o p s  had been in  s e rv ic e  l e s s  than  a  month and "some had never
26had a  b a t t a l i o n  d r i l l  and knew n o t what a  l in e  was*11 As th e  C onfederate
P aul F* Hammond o p t im is t ic a l ly  p u t i t :  “raw le v ie s  were counted  as
27n o th in g  in  th e  hands o f  ou r v e te ran s* "
The th r e e  engagements c o n s t i tu t in g  th e  B a tt le  o f  Richmond took 
p lace  between Richmond and R o g e rsv llle , a long th e  s t a t e  tu rn p ik e*  The
23C is t ,  Army o f  th e  Cumberland, pp* 53-54; Hammond, "K irby Sm ith ," 
Southern H is to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs* IX, p* 249; 0* R .« XVI, pt*  1 , pp* 
911-915, 938, 944-945*
24ib id .
25Thomas L* L iverm ore, Numbers and Losses i n  th e  C iv i l  War i n  
America: 1861-1865 (Bloom ington, In d ian a : In d ian a  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,
1957), pp* 89-90*
260 . R«. XVI, p t .  1 , p . 914*
27Hammond, "K irby Sm ith ,"  Southern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs ,
IX, p .  248.
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ro a d , s e t  i n  a  v a lle y , was flanked  on bo th  s id e s  by ra v in e s , c o rn f ie ld s ,  
and woods r e s t in g  on th e  g e n tle  s lo p in g  h i l l s  a t  th e  edge o f  th e  Appa­
la c h ia n  m ountain range*
On August 30 th e  sun ro se  b r ig h t ly  o v e r th e  f i e l d  which was to  
be th e  scene o f  b a t t l e  th a t  day* The warm summer morning found th e  young 
s o ld ie r s  on bo th  s id e s  con fiden t o f  v ic to ry *  One C onfederate  lo o k in g
i n  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  th e  enemy noted  o p t im is t ic a l ly  th a t :  "no f a i r e r
_  M 2g
f i e l d  /w a s /  ever o f fe re d  on which to  do b a t t l e * "
The b a t t l e  began a t  7 A.M. w ith  a  F e d e ra l a ttack *  By 3 P.M.
th e  C onfederates a f t e r  two engagements, had d riv e n  th e  F edera l fo rce s  
alm ost te n  m iles  to  th e  o u ts k i r ts  o f  Richmond, where they  made t h e i r  
l a s t  stand* Commanded by G eneral N elson, who had a r r iv e d  from L ex ing ton , 
th e  F ed e ra ls  had f a l l e n  back to  a  s tro n g  p o s i t io n  on th e  c r e s t  o f  a  h i l l  
a t  th e  etdge o f  town* They formed t h e i r  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e ,  w ith 'b o th  f la n k s  
p ro te c te d  by woods; th e  l e f t  r e s t in g  on th e  tu rn p ik e  s t r e tc h in g  a c ro ss  
th rough  a  cem etery on th e  rig h t*  At 5 P.M. th e  C onfederates a tta c k e d  
b o th  wings o f  th e  F ed e ra l lin e s*
The B a tt le  o f  Richmond, a lthough  m inor in  h is to ry  o f  th e  C iv il  
War, was one o f  th e  tu rn in g  p o in ts  i n  P o lig n ac  *s m il i ta r y  caree r*  H is 
reg im en t, th e  F i f th  Tennessee, saw l i t t l e  a c t io n  i n  th e  f i r s t  two 
engagements, bu t d u rin g  th e  l a s t  and b lo o d ie s t  f ig h t  In  f ro n t  o f  R ich­
mond, th e  F i f t h  T ennessee, a s  p a r t  o f  C le b u rn e 's  d iv is io n ,  was engaged
29i n  heavy f ig h t in g  t r y in g  to  take th e  cem etery*
I b id . . p .  250.
29D iary , August 30, 1862* There were 295 men in  th e  F i f th  
Tennessee Regiment a t  th e  beginning o f  th e  b a t t l e ,  see 0 . R. . XVI, 
p t*  1 , p* 952*
For th e  t h i r d  tim e th a t  day ’’th e  f i e r c e  hum o f  minnie b a l l s
was follow ed by th e  s u l le n  thud  o f  th e  r i f l e ,  and cannons boomed a t
s h o r t  in te r v a ls  l ik e  th e  baying  o f  deep-mouthed bloodhounds above th e
30d in  and c l a t t e r  o f  th e  B eagles*" A ll a long  th e  l i n e s  f i r in g  was 
v ig o ro u s , w ith  both  s id e s  s u f f e r in g  g re a te r  lo s s e s  th an  a t  any p rev io u s 
tim e th a t  day .3'L
For a  moment th e r e  was some confusion  in  th e  C onfederate ran k s—
32th e  s o ld ie r s  h e s ita te d *  P o lignac  s ta te d  th a t  many o f f ic e r s  showed
fe a r  and h id  whenever p o s s ib le  to  avo id  th e  f ig h t ,  th a t  he urged them
33to  f a l l  in  w ith  th e  men, and th a t  a l l  observed h is  p a r t ic ip a tio n *
He, th e re fo re , "endeavored to  e x h ib i t  more coo lness and ex p erien ce  
th an  th e  m en's o ld  o f f i c e r s ,  by s ta n d in g  u p rig h t under f i r e  and not 
dodging ."34 F in a lly  th e  men o f  th e  F i f th  Tennessee r a l l i e d ,  and P o lig ­
nac was v i r tu a l ly  in  command* He w rote: " I  f e l t  th a t  th e  moment had
come when I  must make a  mark and consequently  merge from o b sc u rity  and 
by m a te r ia l  e x e r tio n  a c q u ire  a  r e p u ta t io n ,  / s i c /  ascending  could  b r in g  
my in t e l l e c t u a l  f a c i l i t i e s  to  b e a r  and g ive  me a  chance to  shape my e n d s ,"  
With t h i s  view i n  mind, and knowing th e  e f f e c t  o f p e rso n a l v a lo r
30Hammond, "K irby S m ith ,"  Southern H is to r ic a l  Society  P a p e rs . IX
p . 253*
^ I b i d .
32I b id . , D iary , August 30, 1862*
33D iary , August 30, 1862*
34Ib id .
35I b id ,
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on th e  s o ld i e r s ,  he worked h im se lf in to  an em otional s t a t e  he d id  no t
th in k  p o s s ib le .  Taking th e  reg im en ta l f la g ,  he jumped th e  fen ce , waved
h i s  h an d k erch ie f from a to p  a  tom bstone, and urged  th e  men forw ard .
36They fo llow ed .
A charge was o rdered  by th e  e n t i r e  l i n e ,  and Colonel P re s to n
Sm ith, a t  th e  head o f  th e  d iv is io n , Cleburne having been wounded i n  th e
f i r s t  a t t a c k ,  made a  "dash ing  charge through  murderous f i r e "  and took  
37th e  cemetery* The enemy f le d  i n  confusion  through  th e  town. The
Union tro o p s  fo r  th e  t h i r d  tim e t r i e d  to  r a l l y ,  b u t i t  was too l a t e ,
th e  army was "no lo n g er an army, bu t a  mob, c a v a lry , in f a n t r y ,  a r t i l l e r y ,
and wagons, m ingled to g e th e r  in  complete co n fu sio n , ru shed  a long  th e
38ro ad  fo r  L ex ing ton ."
The sun was s e t t i n g .  The C onfederates had fought a l l  day, and
39were exhausted ; no re se rv e s  were a v a ila b le  and p u rs u i t  was im p o ssib le .
However, C olonel John S , S c o t t 's  c av a lry , s e n t  e a r l i e r  to  th e  r e a r  o f
Richmond to  c u t o f f  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  r e t r e a t ,  was m e rc ile ss  in  i t s
40harassm ent o f  th e  f le e in g  s o ld ie r s ,  k i l l i n g  and c a p tu r in g  many. I t  
was c le a r ly  a  C onfederate v ic to ry .
A fte r  th e  b a t t l e ,  P o lignac s a id  t h a t  th e  men looked a t  him as one
36I b id .
37I b id #: Hammond, "K irby Sm ith," Southern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  
Psl̂ gtg, IX, p« 253| | .XVX, pt# 1 , pp# 934| 946, 951#
38Hammond, "Kirby Sm ith ," Southern H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs .
IX, p .  253.
39I b id .
40I b id . : 0 . R .. XVI, p t .  1 , pp . 909, 914, 935. The Union 
c a s u a l t i e s  in c lu d e d  1,050 men k i l l e d  o r wounded, and 4,303 cap tu red , 
w h ile  th e  C onfederates l o s t  only 450 men k i l l e d  o r wounded, see  L iv e r­
m ore, Numbers and L o sses , pp . 89-90.
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f i t  to  command them and a s  one who had escaped from death  by a  m ira c le .
In  amazement they  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he might have been k i l l e d .  Shaking h i s
f in g e r  a t  one s o ld ie r  who had made such a  s ta te m e n t, Polignac sa id :
41" a l l  i s  f a t e ."  The men in s i s t e d  th a t  he rem ain w ith  them. Po lignac
in d ic a te s  in  th e  d ia ry , t h a t  he assumed command o f  th e  reg im ent.
The n ex t day th e  P r in c e  reco rd ed  th a t  he r e jo ic e d  over th e
d e c is io n  to  jo in  th e  reg im en t. He went on to  say th a t  on th e  p rev io u s
day, a f t e r  a  y e a r 's  s e r v ic e ,  he was no b e t t e r  known th an  th e  day he
a r r iv e d .  He had no d i s t in c t io n  and was "no t expected  by many to  a c q u ire
any , bu t today I  am p r a is e d  by my su p e r io r  o f f i c e r s ,  and looked upon
42a s  a  man by a l l . "
O thers were im pressed  by h i s  b eh av io r. Colonel Benjamin J .  H i l l ,  
commander o f th e  Second B rigade , Fourth  D iv is io n  o f  th e  Army o f Kentucky, 
s ta te d :
While I  make no in d lv id u o u s d i s t in c t io n  between th e  a c t io n s  
o f  th e  o f f i c e r s  and men under my command, I  f e e l  i t  o b lig a to ry  
to  m ention th e  g a l la n t r y  o f  L ieu ten an t Colonel P o lig n ac , who, i n  
th e  l a s t  f ig h t  b e fo re  Richmond se iz e d  th e  c o lo rs  o f th e  F i f th  
T ennessee, b e a r in g  them triu m p h an tly  th rough  th e  th ic k e s t  o f 
th e  f ig h t  and encouraged th e  men to  w ith s tan d  a  t e r r i b l e  f i r e .
C olonel P re s to n  Sm ith, commanding th e  F i r s t  B rigade , a lso  s ta te d  i n  h i s
r e p o r t :
I  f e e l  i t  due to  a  g a l la n t  fo re ig n e r  to  c a l l  your a t t e n t io n  
to  h is  b e a rin g  th roughou t th e se  s e v e ra l  bloody c o n f l i c t s — 
L ieu ten an t C. J .  P o lig n ac  though n o t born on t h i s  s o i l ,  a  s t r a n g e r  
to  n e a r ly  th e  e n t i r e  command . . .  has f r e e ly  exposed h im se lf to  
a l l  th e  dangers o f  w a rfa re , le a d in g  th e  g a lla n t  l i t t l e  band o f  
which he was i n  command, te m p o ra rily , through th e  th ic k e s t  o f  th e
41D iary , August 30 , 1862.
42I b id . ,  August 31, 1862.
430 . R . , XVI p t .  1 , p .  952.
f ig h t  and c h ee rin g  them on to  v ic to ry .  He deserves th e
thanks o f  th e  c o u n try .4
P o lig n ac , shrewd and c a lc u la t in g , was no t one to  m iss an op­
p o r tu n ity  to  use h is  p o p u la r i ty  a s  a  means o f  advancem ent. Because 
o f  h i s  su ccess  a t  Richmond, he probably though t t h a t  he had won th e  
accep tance  o f  th e  tro o p s , and decided to  whip them in to  a  c rack  f ig h t ­
in g  u n i t .  He f e l t  th a t  t h e i r  a c tio n  in  any fu tu re  engagement would 
make him lo o k  good, perhaps paving th e  way fo r  a  prom otion and a  la r g e r  
command. A ccording to  P au l F. Hammond, P o lig n ac : "m orose, u n so c iab le ,
s i l e n t ,  perhaps m elancholy, and m isunderstood fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  and
45seem ingly in c l in e d  to  be ty ra n n ic , • . . was an y th in g  bu t p o p u la r ."
Obsessed w ith  d is c ip l in e ,  th e  am b itious P o lig n a c , determ ined to  
prove to  h i s  su p e r io rs  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  handle tro o p s , e v id e n tly  pushed 
th e  command p r e t ty  h a rd . A "C aptain  N on one o ccasio n , when
th e  P rin c e  had t r e a te d  some o f  th e  men a s  he though t w ith  unnecessary  
h a rsh n e ss , / s i c /  to  d e sc rib e  him in  language more fo rc e fu l  th an  e le g a n t, 
a s  ‘ t h a t  _________ l i t t l e  French p e d d le r '. " 46
As a  m il i ta ry  man in  th e  French t r a d i t i o n ,  no t y e t  u n d ers tan d in g  
th e  c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r ,  P o l ig n a c 's  r e la t io n  w ith  th e  tro o p s  was probably 
im p erso n a l. He probably  saw no need to  t r e a t  th e  men a s  in d iv id u a ls ,  
th ey  were s o ld ie r s ;  t h e i r  purpose was to  f ig h t  and h is  was to  see  th a t  
th ey  were ready  to  f i g h t .  In  s h o r t ,  except i n  th e  s t r i c t e s t  m il i ta ry  
se n se , he p a id  no a t t e n t io n  to  h is  m en's p e rso n a l needs. He sp e n t most
44I b id . . p . 948.
45Hammond, "K irby Sm ith ," Southern H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs ,
IX , p . 252.
46I b id .
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o f  th e  tim e a lo n e , absorbed  in  h i s  own i n t e r e s t .
He was devoted to  m athem atics. That was h is  g re a te s t  and 
only  r e c r e a t io n .  He c a r r ie d  h is  c a lc u la t io n s  on l i t t l e  s l i p s  
o f  p ap e rt in  a  p a i r  o f  o ld  le a th e r  b ag s, which were c o n s ta n tly  
s tra p p ed  about h is  person ; and no sooner was camp s t ru c k  o r 
was a  h a l t  c a l le d ,  th an  throw ing h im se lf  upon th e  ground, face  
downwards, P o lignac  had ou t h i s  p a p e rs , and u t t e r ly  ab so rbed , 
pursued  h i s  lo g a rith m s  by th e  s u n l ig h t ,  o r  by th e  f l ic k e r in g  
flame o f  th e  camp f i r e ,  w hile  j e s t  and laugh  c ir c le d  m e rr i ly  
a l l  around and about h im .^
But P o lignac*s s t r i c t l y  m i l i ta r y ,  im personal method o f  d e a lin g
w ith  th e  tro o p s , d id  n o t produce th e  d e s ire d  r e s u l t s .  Sometime b e fo re
th e  middle o f  Septem ber he l e f t  th e  reg im en t. A number o f in to x ic a te d
o f f ic e r s  expressed  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and complained to  Colonel H i l l  th a t
th e  P rin ce  was too  se v e re  w ith  th e  tro o p s . A greeing w ith  th e  o f f i c e r s ,
48H i l l  suggested  th a t  th e  men ho ld  an e le c t io n  and s e le c t  a  new c o lo n e l.
P o lig n ac , d is g u s te d , l a t e r  w rote th a t  he was g lad  to  tu rn  over
th e  regim ent to  someone e ls e  because " i t  had been reduced very  much o f
l a t e  by d e se r t io n s  • • •" A ccording to  him, most o f  th e  d e s e r te r s  were
men who had e n l i s te d  f o r  tw elve months and whose tim e had e x p ire d .
These men were needed to  f in is h  th e  campaign, bu t t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  could
no t encourage them to  rem ain r a th e r  th an  do a s  so many o f  them d id—
49d e s e r t .
The P rin c e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he was popu lar w ith th e  t ro o p s , bu t he 
knew th a t  h i s  p o p u la r i ty  would decrease  a s  th e  r e c o l le c t io n s  o f  h i s  be­
h a v io r  a t  Richmond were o b l i t e r a t e d  by tim e , u n less  a s  he pu t i t :  " I
shou ld  tam per w ith  th e  men & in d u lg e  th e  same lo o se  & c a re le s s  u n m ilita ry  
a d m in is tra tio n  & in d u lg e  th e  same r e la x a t io n  o f  a l l  r u le s  o f  d i s c ip l in e ,
47I b id .
48D iary, September 15 , 1862.
49I b id .
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which i s  custom ary w ith  a  commander o f V ol. R e g ts . ,  a  th in g  which I  was 
most loath©  to  d o ,” 50
At any r a t e ,  P o lignac  could  no t r e f r a i n  from making one l a s t  
speech , in te n d in g  to  make su re  th e  men r e g r e t te d  h i s  leaving* One 
evening b e fo re  camp was s tru c k , he o rdered  th e  men to  assemble* To 
Im press th e  s o ld ie r s ,  P o lig n ac , s i t t i n g  g a l l a n t ly  on h is  h o rse , rode
51to  th e  f ro n t  o f  th e  reg im ent and w ithout d ism ounting add ressed  them*
He rem inded th e  s o ld ie r s  In  h e ro ic  words th a ti:h e  had l e f t  h is
s t a f f  p o s i t io n  to  jo in  them on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  MI  d id  i t , "  he s a id ,
"n o t fo r  any p e rso n a l m otives bu t to  show th e  coun try  t h a t  I  am ready to
52g ive  my l i f e  fo r  th e  cause which I  have espoused ."
He added th a t  th ey  knew he had r e a l ly  cared  fo r  t h e i r  w elfa re  
and had promoted t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and e ff ic ie n c y *  He had done a  g re a t d e a l 
fo r  them, such a s  se c u rin g  r a t io n s  o f  c o ffe e  and su g a r and g e t t in g  th e  
prom ise from th e  c h ie f  ordnance o f f ic e r  to  supply  th e  whole regim ent 
w ith  th e  b e s t r i f l e d  muskets* He was s o r ry , he s a id ,  fo r  no t being  a b le  
to  do more, bu t he was happy th a t  he had a t  l e a s t  accom plished something* 
M oreover, he would remember them, and they  him, fo r  t h e i r  f r ie n d sh ip  was 
c o n sec ra ted  by blood—-blood th a t  had been shed  on th e  b a t t l e f i e ld *
When P o lignac  rem inded th e  s o ld ie r s  th a t  on th e  " g lo r io u s  day" a t  Rich­
mond he had s to o d , marched and charged w ith  them under f i r e ,  th e re  were
53
'b r i e s  o f  t h a t ' s  so! t h a t ' s  so!"
50I b id .
51I b id .
52I b ld *
53I b id .
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P o lig n ac , see ing  th a t  h i s  speech was having th e  d e s ire d  e f f e c t ,  
t o ld  th e  s o ld ie r s  th a t  b e fo re  p a r t in g  he wanted to  lea v e  them two h in ts  
a s  a  le g a cy . F i r s t ,  when th ey  came w ith in  range o f  a r t i l l e r y ,  th e  
n e a re r  they  go t " to  th e  guns th e  l e s s  i s  th e  danger."  Secondly, he 
t o ld  them th a t  he had le a rn e d  from p e rso n a l o b se rv a tio n  th a t  i f  they 
cou ld  " g e t to  th e  d itc h  • • •" when sto rm ing  "a  work. • •" th e  "work
54w i l l  n e c e s s a r i ly  be c a r r ie d  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  armaments o r  d e fen d ers ."
He concluded, in  a  dem ocratic  to n e , w ith : " S o ld ie rs !  . . .
Should you h e a r  o f  me h e r e a f te r ,  remember th a t  whenever my name w ill  be
pronounced i t  w i l l  be in  connec tion—-not w ith  p o l i t i c a l  o r  m il i ta ry
quacks—a  s e t  whom I  most abhor—-but w ith  th e  r e a l ,  t r u e  & genuine
55i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  people!"
P o lig n a c 's  speech was g re e te d  w ith  th re e  ch ee rs  and many s o ld ie r s  
urged  him to  rem ain w ith  th e  reg im en t. N e v e rth e le ss , he s tu c k  to  h is
d e c is io n , c o n te n t, a s  he s a id :  " to  lea v e  my command in  th e  f u l l  en joy-
56ment o f  my p o p u la r i ty ."  He re tu rn e d  to  th e  s t a f f  o f  G eneral Kirby 
Sm ith, where he rem ained as th e  army marched n o r th , tem p o rarily  occupying 
L exington and F ra n k fo rt, Kentucky, and th re a te n in g  C in c in n a ti , Ohio.
K irby S m ith 's  su ccess  coun ted  fo r  l i t t l e ;  th e  C onfederate  in ­
v asio n  o f  Kentucky ended on O ctober 8 , a t  th e  B a tt le  o f  P e r r y v i l le ,  Ken­
tu ck y , when B u e ll fo rced  Bragg back in to  c e n t r a l  T ennessee. Kirby Sm ith, 
i s o la t e d  i n  h o s t i l e  co u n try , unab le  to  l in k  up w ith  B rag g 's  r e t r e a t in g  
army, was o rd ered  to  move back in to  Tennessee.
5* Ib id .
55I b id .
56I b id .
K irby Smith thought P o lignac  deserved  a  promotion* On O ctober 
21, acco rd ing  to  th e  P r in c e , th e  g e n e ra l ’'w rote a  l e t t e r  to  th e  P r e s i ­
d en t, making a  very  handsome m ention o f  my behav io r on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d
o f  Bichmond, K y ., and recommending me both fo r  my b ea rin g  and a tta in m en t
57fo r  th e  rank  o f  b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l .” A pparently  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e
l e t t e r ,  P o lignac  w rote: " t h i s  a t  l a s t  my e x e r tio n  coupled w ith  p e rse -
58verance have been brought to  bear*11
He se cu re d  n o th in g  im m ediate ly , and rem ained on K irby S m ith 's  
s t a f f  u n t i l  sometime around th e  f i r s t  o f November* At t h a t  tim e he 
re tu rn e d  to  th e  C onfederate  c a p i t a l ,  and con tinued  h is  e f f o r t s  to  
o b ta in  a  promotion*
57I b id * * O ctober 21, 1862. 
58Ib id .
CHAPTER V
"A s e r i e s  o f  d in n e rs , dances and ch a rad e s , and th e a t r i c a l s "
Richmond, V irg in ia , s i t t i n g  on p ic tu re sq u e  h i l l s  overlook ing
th e  James R iv e r , was th e  most " I n te r e s t in g "  c i ty  In  th e  C onfederacy.
I t s  p o p u la tio n  o f  about 38,000 In  1861, more th an  doubled b e fo re  th e
war ended.1 With th e  coming o f  th e  C onfederate  government, th e  c i ty
was flooded  w ith  government o f f i c i a l s ,  m i l i ta r y  p e rso n n e l, re fu g e e s
f le e in g  from Union a rm ies, and a l l  s o r t s  o f  p e rn ic io u s  c h a ra c te r s .
Young s o ld ie r s  f e l l  easy prey  to  gam blers and p r o s t i t u t e s .  L aw lessness
was so w idespread by th e  sp r in g  o f  1862 th a t  m a r t ia l  law  was procla im ed
2to  r i d  th e  c i ty  o f  th e  newly c re a te d  c rim in a l c la s s .
H o te ls  and board ing  houses, a s  w e ll a s  many p r iv a te  r e s id e n ts  
d id  a  th r iv in g  b u s in e ss , a s  th e  c i t y ' s  a b i l i t y  to  house th e  in c re a se d  
p o p u la tio n  was s t r a in e d  to  th e  l i m i t .  The sidew alks o f  th e  main
3
th o ro u g h fa res  were crowded w ith  p e d e s t r ia n s .  The rum ble o f  heavy 
wagons and o th e r  v e h ic le s  warned o f  approaching  danger a s  d r iv e r s  urged
W ill ia m  J .  Kim ball ( e d . ) ,  Richmond in  Time o f  War (Boston: 
Houghton M if f l in  Co., 1960), p . l x .
2
Clement E aton, A H is to ry  o f  The Southern  Confederacy (New 
York: The Free P re s s , 1965), p . 61.
* 3Thomas Cooper DeLeon, Four Y ears i n  th e  Rebel C a p ita ls  (New 
York: C o l l ie r  Books, 1962), p . 171.
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4
t h e i r  s te e d s  r e c k le s s ly  th rough  th e  once q u ie t  s t r e e t s .
As th e  crowds poured in to  th e  c i t y ,  th e  demands fo r  goods i n ­
c reased  w hile  th e  supply  s te a d i ly  d ecreased . Because o f th e  F ed e ra l 
B lockade, dw indling re s o u rc e s , th e  demands o f  th e  C onfederate army, in ­
f l a t io n ,  and an in ad eq u a te  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  system , Richmond*s p o p u la tio n  
su f fe re d  many h a rd sh ip s , in c lu d in g  in  some c a s e s , n ear s ta r v a t io n .
Richmond s u f f e re d ,  and in  e a r ly  f a l l ,  1862, many people  lo o k in g
l i k e  vagabonds were seen  " in  th e  s t r e e t s  i n  dingy and d i la p id a te d
5
c lo th e s ,  and some seemed gaunt and p a le  w ith  hunger*" But acco rd in g  
to  John B. Jo n es, a  c le r k  in  th e  C onfederate  War Department, th e re  
were s t i l l  no beggars w alking th e  s t r e e t s ,  "no cry  o f  d i s t r e s s  i s  h eard
g
a lthough  i t  p r e v a i ls  e x te n s iv e ly ."
To make m a tte rs  w orse, Richmond, on ly  150 m iles from W ashington, 
was v u ln erab le  to  a t t a c k .  Her c i t i z e n s  l iv e d  in  co n stan t f e a r  o f  a  
F edera l in v a s io n , b u t somehow they  a d ju s te d  to  th e  fe a rs  and h a rd sh ip s  
o f  war and found tim e fo r  p le a s u re . The r e s id e n t ,  permanent o r 
tem porary, cou ld  alw ays a t te n d  one o f  th e  many d in n e rs , dances, rec ep ­
t io n s ,  am ateur c o n c e r ts , ch arad es, o r  ta b le a u s . For th e  l e s s  s o p h i s t i ­
ca ted  th e re  were sa lo o n s and gambling houses. For th e  young th e r e  were
7
d r iv e s  and p ic n ic s  and "much f l i r t a t i o n . "
P o lignac a r r iv e d  in  Richmond in  e a r ly  November a t  th e  beg inn ing
4
D aily  Richmond Exam iner. O ctober 8 , 1861, p . 3 , quo ted  in  Kim­
b a l l ,  Richmond, p . 27.
5
John B. Jo n e s , A Rebel War C lerk*s D ia ry , ed. E a rl Schenck 
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O
o f  th e  s o c ia l  season* R e tu rn ing  o f f i c e r s  were soon " invo lved  in  a
9s e r i e s  o f  d in n e rs , dances and ch a rad e s , and t h e a t r i c a l s , "  p lanned 
e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  t h e i r  b e n e fit*  P o lig n a c , "w ith  h is  Crimean medal, long  
c lo a k , and Napoleon I I I  g o a te e , was back from th e  West expecting  to  be 
made a  b rig a d ie r ,"* 1*0 and a t  f i r s t  th e  s o c ia l  season was o f l i t t l e  
i n t e r e s t  to  him*
11A fte r  paying h is  r e s p e c ts  to  P re s id e n t and Mrs* D avis, Po lignac
c o n tac ted  George W* Randolph, S e c re ta ry  o f  War, who inform ed him th a t  
12th e  l e t t e r  r e l a t i n g  to  him had been b rought to  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  
P re s id e n t.  Randolph added th a t  he was going " to  tak e  i t  / t h e  l e t t e r /  
i n  hand and g iv e  i t  a  more m i l i ta r y  tu r n ,"  and he was a lso  going to  
tak e  th e  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  prom otion made on P o lignac*s b e h a lf  "w ith  a
g
U n fo rtu n a te ly  P o lignac*s d ia ry  i s  th e  only source th a t  c o n ta in s  
an y th in g  s ig n i f ic a n t  on t h i s  p e r io d  o f  h is  war career*  I t  i s  e q u a lly  
u n fo rtu n a te  t h a t  he was n o t a  c a r e f u l  d ia r i s t*  When w r itin g , he d id  
n o t a ttem p t to  id e n t i fy  anyone; he o f te n  used i n i t i a l s  in s te a d  o f  f u l l  
names; he used  a s  many as fo u r d i f f e r e n t  d e s c r ip t iv e  term s o r symbols 
to  r e f e r  to  th e  same p erso n . Furtherm ore , he g iv es no geograph ica l 
in fo rm a tio n  th a t  i s  o f  any v a lu e ; i t  i s  im possib le  to  determ ine by th e  
d ia ry , th e  lo c a t io n  o f  any o f  th e  p la c e s  he w rote about* On th e  o th e r  
hand, d e ta i l s  and exac tness  by P o lignac  a re  n o t th e  most im portan t 
c o n s id e ra tio n s  i n  t h i s  study* The prim ary purpose i s  to  sim ply re c o rd  
h is  a c tio n s  fo r  a  five-m onth p e r io d , w ith  th e  e x p e c ta tio n  th a t  t h i s  
w i l l ,  i n  some way, h e lp  to  u n d ers tan d  th e  man—and fo r  t h i s  th e  d ia ry  
i s  adequate*
Q
A lfre d  Hoyt B e ll , The B eleagured  C ity  (New York: A lfred  A*
Knopf, 1946), p* 161*
10I b id . , p . 160*
11
D iary , November 12, 1862.
12I b ld . . A p ril 29, 1862* T h is l e t t e r  may have been th e  one th a t  
G eneral B eauregard had prom ised to  w r ite  on A p ril  29, 1862, to  th e  
S e c re ta ry  o f  War recommending P o lig n ac  fo r  promotion*
13view to  have i t  a c te d  upon." The a p p a re n tly  s a t i s f i e d  l ie u te n a n t
c o lo n e l observed  th a t  th e  s e c re ta ry  ’'seems to  understand  f u l ly  th e
14n e c e s s i ty  o f  th e  appointm ent*"
A fte r  th e  in te rv ie w  w ith  Randolph, P o lignac  d ined  w ith  a  number 
o f  f r ie n d s  a t  th e  home o f  a man i d e n t i f i e d  i n  h i s  d ia ry  on ly  a s  Judge 
C* R ., and l ik e  most o f th e  re tu rn in g  o f f i c e r s  he was soon to  be en­
g u lfed  in  th e  s o c ia l  w h irl o f  Richmond*
T his g a ie ty  was only te m p o ra r ily  in te r r u p te d  on November 15, 
when he le a rn e d  th a t  Randolph had re s ig n e d  h is  p o s t a s  s e c re ta ry  o f
war* He w rote: " t h i s  c ircum stance  may i n t e r f e r e  w ith  my p la n s ; i t
15i s  a  q u i te  a  mischance*" L a te r  th a t  day, seem ingly no t too  concerned, 
he v i s i t e d  th e  L o u is ian a  H osp ita l*
The L o u is ian a  H o sp ita l was p a r t  o f  th e  Chimborazo H o sp ita l com­
p le x , c o n s tru c te d  in  1862 and lo c a te d  on a  fo r ty  a c re  p la te a u  e a s t  o f 
Richmond* With i t s  150 b u ild in g s , lo o k in g  very  much l ik e  a  la rg e  town, 
Chimborazo was th e  l a r g e s t  m il i ta r y  h o s p i ta l  i n  th e  world* The v a rio u s 
h o s p i ta l s ,  making th e  whole, "were d e s ig n a te d  by s t a t e  names so th a t  th e
men from a  g iven  s t a t e ,  i n  s ic k n e s s , p a in  o r  d ea th , would be surrounded
16by men and m atrons o f  t h e i r  own s o i l* "
13I b id , , November 13, 1862. The a p p lic a t io n  may have been made 
by G eneral K irby Smith on O ctober 21, 1862*
14D iary , November 16, 1862*
15I b id .
T fi'
Douglas S o u th a ll Freeman, "When War Came to  Richmond," Richmond 
News L e t t e r , B ice n te n n ia l i s s u e ,  Septem ber 8 , 1937, p* 75, quoted  in  
K im ball, Richmond, p* 12* The L o u is ia n a  H o sp ita l was a ls o  c a l le d  th e  
Richmond C ollege H o sp ita l and th e  B a p tis t. C ollege H osp ita l*  The main 
b u ild in g , "Colum bia," was jo in t ly  o p e ra te d  by th e  C onfederate  government
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Many Richmond c i t i z e n s ,  and c e r ta in ly  im portan t p o l i t i c a l  and 
m il i ta ry  f ig u r e s ,  co n sid ered  i t  t h e i r  duty to  v i s i t  Chimborazo. Ac­
cording  to  Douglas S o u th a ll Freeman: ’’v i s i t a t i o n  o f  one o r  a n o th e r  o f
th e se  h o s p i ta l s  was p a r t  o f  th e  duty o f  every Richmond woman who could
17endure th e  s t r a i n  on h e r  em otions."
A f te r  le a v in g  th e  L o u is ian a  H o s p ita l, P o lignac c a l le d  on a  Mr* 
E gg leston , and in  th e  evening, a tte n d e d  a  p a r ty  where h is  e x p lo i ts
18in  th e  Kentucky campaign became th e  "g e n e ra l to p ic  o f  co n v ersa tio n * "
P o s s ib ly  because o f  h i s  ro y a l background, P o lignac  was becoming
a much s o u g h t - a f te r  g u e s t, bu t h i s  main i n t e r e s t  was s t i l l  to  secu re
h is  a n t ic ip a te d  promotion* He com plained: " I  don’t  know how long  I
s h a l l  have to  le a d  t h i s  i d l e ,  lo u n g in g , s lip sh o d  s n a i l  l i k e  l i f e  I  am
19lea d in g  here* * • •" On th e  o th e r  hand, he adm itted  t h a t  he had been
lu re d  in to :  " a  so o th in g  s o r t  o f  confidence  th a t  my appoin tm ent w i l l
sooner o r  l a t e r  f in d  i t s  way to  me a s  everyone here  seems to  th in k  I  am
20"quelque n o t i r o n *" While w a itin g  fo r  h is  appointm ent, P o lig n ac  con­
tin u e d  to  renew o ld  f r ie n d sh ip s  and make new ones*
For an am b itio u s man, one o f  th e  b e s t  p laces  to  meet i n f lu e n t i a l
and th e  L o u is ia n a  H o sp ita l Committee, see  Robert W* W a itt , J r . ,  Confeder­
a te  M il i ta ry  H o s p ita ls  i n  Richmond (Richmond: O f f ic ia l  p u b l ic a t io n s  no.
22, Richmond C iv i l  War C en tenn ia l Committee, 1964), p . 21*
17Freeman, "War came to  Richmond," Richmond News L e t t e r . Septem­
b e r 8 , 1937, p . 75 quo ted  in  K im ball, Richmond, p* 12.
18D ia ry , November 16, 1862*
19I b i d . . November 19 , 1862.
20I b i d .  "P o tiro n "  l i t e r a l l y  t r a n s la te s  pumpkin. P robab ly  "quelque 
p o tiro n "  was a  s la n g  ex p re ss io n  meaning a very  im p o rtan t p e rso n , see  th e  
M arquise de C requi M ontfort de C ou rtiv ron  to  Roy H atton , August 22, 1965, 
in  P o lignac  P a p e rs .
people  was th e  "E xecutive M ansion." M rs. Davis was " a t  home" every
evening to  ex tend  " a l l  h e r v a r ie d  g u e s ts  a  warm welcome and a  p le a sa n t 
21v i s i t . "  Some o f  th e  most im p o rtan t men and women o f  th e  South
22g a th e red  around th e  l i r s t  Lady.
P o lignac  was not one to  m iss an o p p o rtu n ity  to  meet i n f lu e n t i a l
p eo p le , and c e r ta in ly  th e  l i r s t  Lady was c lo se  to  th e  most i n f lu e n t i a l
man in  th e  C onfederate  governm ent. On November 21 P o lignac  c a l le d  on
Mrs. D avis, and "found h e r l i v e l y  and humorous a s  u s u a l ."  In  h is  d ia ry ,
P o lignac  r e l a te d  th a t  fo r th e  most p a r t  th ey  ta lk e d  o f  th e  th e a te r .  He
to ld  th e  s to ry  o f  a  famous E n g lish  a c to r  who used to  p lay  th e  p a r t  o f
Hamlet i n  E n g lish , w hile  th e  o th e r  members o f  th e  c a s t  spoke only German,
and th e  t a l e  threw  Mrs. Davis " in to  r a p tu r e ."  Mrs. D av is, in  tu rn ,
humorously remarked th a t  th e  program  shou ld  have read : "Hamlet, P rin ce
o f  Denmark . . .  th e  p a r t  o f  H am let' w i l l  be l e f t  ou t fo r  the  b e n e f i t  o f  
23th e  au d ien ce ."
T h e re a f te r , seeming: to  d e l ib e r a te ly  c u l t iv a te  t h i s  new r e la t io n ­
s h ip , P o lignac o f te n  c a l le d  on M rs. D avis. O ccasionally  he was in v i te d  
to  b re a k fa s ts  a t  th e  "E xecutive  M ansion," a f f a i r s  which in c lu d ed  th e  
P re s id e n t a s  w e ll a s  h is  w ife . But most o f  P o lignac*s s o c ia l  c a l l s  
were p a id  to  Mrs. D avis. U sually  t h e i r  c o n v ersa tio n s  were about t r i f l e s  
but were e n te r ta in in g ,  a t  l e a s t  to  them . N e v e rth e le ss , on one o ccasion , 
they  d iscu ssed  a  su b je c t o f  g re a t  i n t e r e s t  to  P o lig n ac . He recorded  
t h i s  ep isode , r e c a l l in g  th a t  he and M rs. Davis had
21DeLeon, Rebel C a p i ta ls , p . 177.
22I b id .
23'D iary , November 21, 1862.
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• • • a  long  co n v ersa tio n  on v a rio u s  s u b je c ts  bu t p r in c ip a l ly  
on th e  d i f f e r e n t  degrees o f  am bition  and th e  k in d  o f  inw ard 
fo re  knowledge o f  th e i r  own f a te  which seems to  be g iven  to  
g re a t men a th eo ry  to  which she o b je c ts  p re d ic t in g  h e r d e n ia l 
o f  b e l i e f  o f  many in s ta n c e s  which have come under h e r  own 
p e rso n a l o b se rv a tio n  o f  men who she sa y s—-were fu l ly  convinced 
o f  th e  g re a tn e s s  o f  t h e i r  d e s t in ie s  and y e t  ach ieved  no th ing  o r 
a t  l e a s t  d id  n o t compass t h e i r  end* .  . *2^
On November 23 P o lignac  was in v i te d  to  th e  home o f  h i s  German
f r ie n d ,  Hr* E gg leston , where he was in tro d u c e d  to  an o th e r German, a  male
music te a c h e r  i n  Richmond* The te a c h e r  p layed  th e  p ian o , and they  sang
" s e v e ra l  t r io s "  from M ozart*s The Magic F lu te * and concluded w ith  an
25o ra t io n  from Beethoven*
P o lignac  sp en t a  g re a t d ea l o f  tim e w ith  h i s  German f r ie n d s , and 
th ey  rem ained h is  c lo s e s t  a s s o c ia te s  du ring  h i s  s ta y  a t  th e  C onfederate  
c a p i ta l*  He was probably  a t t r a c te d  to  th e  Germans because they  shared  
h is  lo v e  fo r  music* He o f te n  a tte n d e d  c o n c e r ts  given by th e  V irg in ia  
S ing ing  S o c ie ty  which was made up e x c lu s iv e ly  o f  Germans*
In  th e  course  o f  even ts P o lignac became in te r e s te d  i n  a  s in g e r , 
a  German g i r l ,  whom he id e n t i f i e d  in  th e  d ia ry  v a rio u s ly  a s  th e  s in g e r ,  
th e  a r t i s t ,  xxx, E . ,  and Exxx* To avo id  con fusion  she w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  
to  a s  Exxx here*
P o lig n a c 's  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s in g e r  d id  no t go unno ticed  by th e  
lo c a l  rumormongers* On November 26 he w ro te: " I  have heard  a  m oderate
sh a re  o f  gossip  about my l a t e  a c q u a in ta n c e -- th e  German singer*  My 
c a l l s  were be ing  trum peted  about town w ith  th e  u su a l a d d it io n s ,  rem arks,
24I b i d . , November 12, 1862. P o lignac  w rote th a t  P re s id e n t and 
Mrs* Davis " a re  always f u l l  o f  k ind  a t t e n t io n s  tow ards me* • * ,"  see 
C am ille  de po lignac  L e tte rs*
25D iary, November 23, 1862*
and comments*"26
On December 4 P o lignac  v i s i t e d  th e  L ou isiana  H o sp ita l a g a in  w ith
Dr* Formento, p robab ly  h i s  most in tim a te  friend*  He walked w ith  th e
d oc to r th rough  th e  w ards, and was h o r r i f i e d  by th e  c o n d itio n  o f  some 
27o f  th e  p a tie n ts *
L a te r  th a t  evening  he and th e  d o c to r found more p le a s a n t 
su rround ings i n  th e  form o f  a  p u b lic  gambling house which was a s  
e leg an t a s  "c ircu m stan ces  now perm it*" P o lignac no ted  th a t  a  "perma­
nen t inducem ent i s  h e ld  ou t to  g u est in  th e  shape o f  a  supper to  
which th ey  can s e t  every  n ig h t fo r  noth ing*" He added th a t  t h i s  was
a  " l ib e r ty  which t h e i r  gambling p r o c l i v i t i e s  do more th an  te n  fo ld
..28re q u ire ."
Gambling houses were c e r ta in ly  po p u lar and became more so a s  
th e  C onfederate  money con tinued  to  d e p re c ia te  i n  va lue and th e  p r ic e s  
con tinued  to  climb* The men o f  th e  South , " im pulsive by n a tu re ,  
l iv in g  in  an atm osphere o f  c o n s tan t and in c re a s in g  a r t i f i c i a l  e x c i te ­
m ent, f e e l in g  th a t  money worth l i t t l e  to d ay , perhaps, would be worth
29n o th ing  tomorrow • • • gambled h e a v ily , re c k le s s ly , and openly*"
According to  th e  j o u r n a l i s t ,  Thomas Cooper DeLeon:
* • • to  th e  camp-wearied and b a ttle -w o rn  o f f i c e r ,  th e  sa lo o n  
o f  th e  fa sh io n a b le  Richmond 'h e l l 1 was a  th in g  o f  b eau ty . I t s  
lu x u r io u s  f u r n i tu r e ,  s o f t  l i g h t s ,  obsequious s e rv a n ts  and la v is h  
s to r e  o f  such wines and l iq u o rs  and c ig a rs  a s  cou ld  be had no­
where e ls e  i n  D ix ie—th e se  were on ly  p a r t  o f  th e  inducement*
26I b id * . November 26, 1862.
27I b i d . ,  December 4, 1862*
28I b id .
29DeLeon, R ebel C a p ita ls * p* 269*
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Excitem ent d id  th e  r e s t ,  le a v in g  ou t u t t e r l y  th e  v u lg a r  one 
o f  p o s s ib le  g a in , so r a r e ly  d id  t h a t  ob tain*  But i n  th e  fa ro -  
banks c o lle c te d  th e  le a d in g  men, r e s id e n t  and a lien ., o f  th e  
C a p ito l. S e n a to rs , s o ld ie r s  and th e  le a rn e d  p ro fe s s io n s  s a t  
elbow to  elbow, round th e  generous t a b le  th a t  o f fe re d  th e  
c h o ic e s t v iands money cou ld  procure* In  th e  handsome rooms 
above th ey  pu ffed  f ra g ra n t  Havanas, w hile  th e  l a t e s t  develop­
ments o f  news, s t ra te g y  and p o lic y  were d iscu ssed ; sometimes 
a b ly , sometimes f l ip p a n t ly ,  bu t alw ays f r e s h ly .3®
When P o lignac  l e f t  Dr* Form ento, he c a l le d  on a  M iss C a li Mys,
whomhe d e sc rib e d  a s  a  “ charming woman and what e y e s !!1' He th en  re tu rn e d
home where he indu lged  in  h is  f a v o r i te  hobby—m athem atics. A fte r  working
w ith  prime numbers fo r some tim e and th in k in g  he had made a  d isco v ery ,
he w rote: " I  b e lie v e  and hope i t  i s  e n t i r e ly  new o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  methods
31which adm its th e  d iscovery  i s  s u re ly  so*11 ^Retiring very  l a t e  th a t  
n ig h t ,  he was s a t i s f i e d  w ith h i s  accomplishment* He had enjoyed th e  
company o f  f r ie n d s ,  perhaps made a  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  study  o f  mathe­
m a tic s , and had been t r e a te d  to  a  f r e e  supper a t  th e  gambling house*
The nex t evening he c a l le d  on , a s  he pu t i t :  “my charming
German a r t i s t  where I  had p le n ty  o f  music a s  u su a l, a  n ic e  c h a t , some
32f l i r t a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e tc .  . . . "  The fo llow ing  n ig h t,  a f t e r  r e ­
tu rn in g  from th e  a r t i s t * s ,  he w ro te: " I  took  up th e  b u s in e ss  w ith  Exxx
33where I  had l e f t  i t  y e s te rd ay  namely a t  e t c . ,  e tc .  • • •"
3QI b id .
31D ia ry , December 4, 1862.
32I b id . . December 6, 1862.
^ I b i d *, December 7 , 1862.
Richmond s u ffe re d  a  sm allpox epidemic t h a t  w in te r ,  and toy 
December i t  was sp read in g  a t  an a larm ing  r a t e .  The government was 
in n o c u la tin g  c i v i l  and m il i ta r y  pe rsonnel en m asse.  On December 17 
P o lig n ac  and Exxx a tte n d e d  a "v ac c in a tio n  p a r ty "  a t  L o u is ian a  H o sp ita l. 
P o lig n ac  p re d ic te d  th a t  s in c e  t h i s  w as'som ething new i t  would "toe an 
a l l  en g ro ss in g  to p ic  o f  c o n v ersa tio n  in  th e  s o c ia l  c i r c l e s  o f  Richmond 
fo r  many d ay s ."  The women were "handsome . . .  and s t y l i s h  look ing  • • 
and dark  and l i v e l y . "  L a te r  th a t  n ig h t ,  th in k in g  o f  Exxx, he w rote: 
"w ith  a  l i t t l e  p a tie n c e  I  have f in e  p ro sp e c ts  . . .  tout I  must proceed 
toy re g u la r  approaches u n t i l  I  f in d  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  c a r ry  th e  p o s i t io n  
and e f f e c t  a  lodgem ent."34
P o lignac  was e v id e n tly  p re t ty  c o n fid e n t abou t th e  "p ro sp e c ts"  
w ith  th e  s in g e r  because he continued  to  c a l l  on o th e r  l a d ie s  in  Richmond 
But he r a r e ly  m issed se e in g  Exxx lo n g er th a n  fo u r o r  f iv e  days a t  a  
tim e .
The C hristm as season  in  Richmond, acco rd in g  to  J .  B. Jones,
found h e r  r e s id e n ts  sm ilin g  "tout w ith  l i t t l e  ap p aren t reaso n  to  do so .
35Sm allpox i s  g re a t ly  on th e  in c re a s e ."  Even though m isery  was apparen t 
everywhere i t  was s t i l l  C hristm as, and each p erson  i n  h i s  own way ob­
se rv ed  t h i s  s p e c ia l  tim e .
On C hristm as Eve P o lig n ac , l ik e  many o th e r s ,  purchased  a  number 
o f  g i f t s .  A lthough he d id  no t mention who was to  re c e iv e  them, some 
probab ly  went to  Exxx, fo r  he c a l le d  on h e r  t h a t  even ing . She was angry 
w ith  th e  P r in c e , p o ss ib ly  because he had been seen  w ith  o th e r  l a d ie s .
34I b id . . December 17 , 1862.
35 ’Jo n es , A Rebel War C lerk*s D ia ry , p . 131.
I f  t h i s  were t r u e ,  th e  h o lid ay  s p i r i t ,  and perhaps some g i f t s ,  f i l l e d  
h e r w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  fo rg iv e n e ss , fo r  Polignac w ro te: “ s ta y e d  a l l
n ig h t • • • c louds blown o f f—-sky c le a re d --h o riz o n s  b r ig h t—n o th in g
36bu t a  p a ss in g  g a le  o r ig in a t in g  in  a  b re a th  o f  jea lousy*"
P o lignac  was g re e te d  on C hristm as morning w ith  th e  sound o f  "pop 
c rack e rs"  and "sky  r o c k e ts ,"  and th e  happy vo ices o f  c h ild re n  p la y in g  in  
th e  s t r e e t s ;  th e  c h e e rfu l sounds con tinued  throughout th e  day* That 
evening he d ined  in  th e  home o f  Judah P . Benjamin, th e  C onfederate
S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te*  The main to p ic s  o f  conversa tion  were th e  war and
37American and European p o l i t ic s *  P o lignac  d id  no t re c o rd  th e  d e ta i l s  
o f  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n , b u t a t  th e  tim e he was being c o n s id e re d  fo r  a  d ip ­
lom atic  m ission  to  Europe to  p le a  fo r  European in te rv e n t io n  in  th e  war, 
and t h i s  may have been d iscussed* On January 15, 1862^ he w rote Beaure­
gard: " I  came very  n e a r , se v e ra l tim es being  sen t o u t on a  d ip lom atic
m ission  bu t unexpected  in te l l ig e n c e  from abroad would alw ays supersede
38th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  th e  s tep*"
P erhaps i n  one way, P o lignac  would have been a  good cho ice  fo r  a  
d ip lom atic  m iss io n , s in c e  he was w ell known in  European c o u r t  c ir c le s *  
But, i n  a n o th e r  way, he would have been a  poor choice* V arious e n t r ie s  
in  th e  d ia ry  in d ic a te  th a t  he m isjudged th e  European p o s i t io n  on i n t e r ­
v en tio n . He w rote i n  one e n try :
th e  o b je c t  t h a t  shou ld  be answered • • • i s  to  f in d  o u t what 
i s  a t  th e  bottom  o f  th e  in te n t io n s  o f  European s ta te sm en  w ith  
re s p e c t  to  th e  American s t r u g g le .  P o ss ib ly  th ey  on ly  p u t  o f f
33D ia ry , December 24, 1862*
37I b id . * December 25, 1862*
38C am ille  de P o lignac  to  P* G* T* B eauregard, January  11 , 1863, 
in  C am illus J* P o lig n ac  H ie *
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m ediation  o f  acknowledgement s t a r t i n g  from th e  p r in c ip le  
t h a t  th e  North cannot subdue th e  South and t h i s  i s  most 
l i k e ly  to  be th e  f e e l in g  o f  England who--I b e lie v e —would 
n o t under any c ircum stances have one government r e - e s ta b ­
l i s h e d  on th i s  c o n t in e n t ,—I n  t h i s  case  th en  i t  would be 
w e ll to  open th e  eyes o f  Europe to  read  th e  r e a l  dangers 
o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  l e a s t  i t  shou ld  grow too l a t e  fo r  fo re ig n  
n a tio n s  to  in te r f e r e  i n  ou r p o l i t i c a l  e x is te n c e  • • • •
He con tinued : " th e  g re a te s t  inducem ent which could  be h e ld  ou t to
England fo r  in te r fe re n c e  would be th e  h in t  th a t  th e  South would e v e n tu a lly
be c rushed . But u n fo rtu n a te ly  ou r a g e n ts  abroad never thought o f b a i t in g
40t h e i r  hooks w ith  such a  s u g g e s t io n ."
A lthough C onfederate fo re ig n  p o lic y  was no t in flu e n c e d  by th e
o p in io n s o f  P o lig n ac , he was i n  a  p o s i t io n  where he cou ld  express h is
views to  p o lic y  makers, on bo th  fo re ig n  and m il i ta r y  m a tte rs . In  f a c t ,
h is  op in ion  was o ften  sought by members o f  th e  C onfederate  C ab inet, and
on a t  l e a s t  one occasion , he was approached by P re s id e n t D avis, who
req u e s te d  "some h in ts  on th e  com position  o f  th e  French and German
41o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  s t a f f . "  P o lignac  p repared  a  memorandum, which, 
acco rd in g  to  Judah P. Benjamin, gave "much s a t i s f a c t io n "  to  th e  P r e s i -
42d e n t, who re a d  i t  aloud to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  War and th e  A dju tan t G enera l.
During th e  ho lidays P o lig n ac  con tinued  h is  u su a l ro u tin e  o f  
s tu d y in g  E n g lish , v i s i t i n g  Exxx, D r. Formento, th e  L o u is ian a  H o sp ita l, 
and h i s  German f r ie n d s . I t  ap p ea rs  th a t  h is  once "sought a f te r "  promo­
t io n  l o s t  i t s  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  fa v o r o f  h i s  s o c ia l  engagements in  Richmond.
39D iary , December 8, 1862.
40 •I b id . , March 9 , 1863.
41I b i d . ,  March 25, 1863.
42I b i d . ,  March 28, 1863. The a u th o r has found no evidence o f  
t h i s  memorandum o th e r  th a n  i t s  b e in g  m entioned by P o lig n ac .
New T ears Eve, l i k e  C hristm as Eve found him w ith  Exxx where he
"en jo y ed  a  n ic e  su p p er, m usic, e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  . . .  ." ^ 3 L a te r  th a t
n ig h t ,  a f t e r  lo o k in g  hack on th e  even ts  o f  th e  p reced ing  y e a r , he seemed
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h i s  conduct. The f in a l  e n try  in  th e  d ia ry  fo r  1862 read :
T h is day c lo se s  th e  y ear . . .  when I  lo o k  hack in to  i t  I  am 
in  a  g e n e ra l way p le a se d  w ith  th e  answ er. I  have horne m yself 
th rough  i t  from i t s  r i s e  out o f  th e  mines o f  th e  p a s t and during  
i t s  p ro g re ss  th rough  tim e up to  i t s  dow nfall in to  e te r n i ty — 
Goodhye 1862 fo re v e r  and ever f a r e w e l l .*4
The f i r s t  day o f  th e  new y e a r "dawned in  gloom, hu t th e  sun . . .
soon beamed fo r th  i n  g re a t  sp lendo r upon a  peop le  r a d ia n t  w ith  sm ile s  
45.  .  .  . "  Taking advantage o f  th e  sun , P o lig n a c , D r. Formento, Exxx, and
a n o th e r  f r ie n d ,  walked from th e  L o u is ian a  H o s p ita l  in to  town:
went to  th e  gambling es tab lish m en t d e l ib e r a te ly  in to  th e  d in ing  
room, took  c o f fe e , then  over tak en  by p en tin en ce  a t  th e  coo lness 
o f  o u r behav io r we a l l  re so lv ed  to  c o n tr ib u tin g  $5 each and to  
f ig h t  th e  T iger w ith  th e  ag g reg a te  which a f t e r  many ups and 
downs r e s u l te d  i n  a  balance o f  S3 i n  favo r o f  everyone o f  us 
upon which we ad jo u rn ed .* 6
The nex t day P o lignac and h is  German f r ie n d s ,  in c lu d in g  Exxx,
were in v i te d  to  g ive  a  co n ce rt fo r  Mrs. D av is. A fterw ard  P o lignac
47w alked Exxx home, and sp en t th e  rem ainder o f  th e  day w ith  h e r .
D uring th e  f i r s t  week in  January Richmond's s p i r i t s  b rig h ten ed  when 
h e r  r e s id e n ts  were inform ed th a t  G eneral Bragg had won a  smashing 
v ic to r y  a t  th e  B a tt le  o f  M urfreesboro, T ennessee (December 31-January
*3D ia ry , December 31, 1862.
44I b id .
45Jo n e s , A Rebel War C lerks D ia ry , p . 144.
46D iary , January  1 , 1863.
47I b id . , January 2 , 1863.
. 3 ) .* 8 But P o llg n ac  r ig h t ly  observed: "B rag g 's  g re a t v ic to ry  tu rn s
ou t to  be l i t t l e  l e s s  th an  a  d e fe a t—h is  campaign in  T ennessee can be
49summed up ' a  p a r t i a l  su ccess  and a  com plete reverse*
January  was extrem ely cold* J* B* Jones b i t t e r l y  w ro te  o f  th e
p r iv a t io n  and d e s t i tu t io n :  "we a re  now, in  e f f e c t ,  i n  a  s t a t e  o f
s ie g e , and none but th e  o p u le n t, o f te n  th o se  who have defrauded  th e
50government, can o b ta in  a  s u f f ic ie n c y  o f  food and ra im ent*"
P o lig n ac  does n o t in d ic a te ,  i n  th e  d ia ry , th a t  he s u f fe re d  
g r e a t ly ,  b u t a s  th e  w in te r  con tinued  he spen t more tim e a t  th e  L o u is ian a  
H ospita l*  He f re q u e n tly  bo th  d ined  and s le p t  there*  He made few com­
ments about th e  t e r r i b l e  c o n d itio n s  i n  Richmond, and seemed p e r f e c t ly  
co n ten ted  w ith  h i s  new mode o f  liv in g *
By m id-January  he was so in v o lv ed  in  Richmond s o c ie ty  t h a t  he 
had a lm ost fo rg o tte n  about th e  prom otion , fo r  when he re c e iv e d  i t  he 
was no t p a r t i c u l a r ly  happy* He was inform ed by th e  A d ju tan t G enera l, 
Samuel Cooper, on January  10, t h a t  he was being  promoted to  th e  rank  
o f  b r ig a d ie r  general*  According to  P o lignac :
I  saw G eneral Coop / s i c /  on th e  day b efo re  y e s te rd a y  who to ld
me th a t  th e  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  prom otion in  my b e h a lf  had come up 
and th a t  th e  P re s id e n t though t .that, X might be u s e fu l  i n  
L o u is ia n a  and he G eneral Coop / s i c /  asked me w hether such  an 
appointm ent would prove a cc e p ta b le  to  me and upon my answ er­
in g  him in  th e  a f f i rm a tiv e  w hether I  a u th o riz e d  him to  Im part 
my w ill in g n e s s  to  th e  P re s id e n t*  What could  I  say  b u t yes*
I  d o n 't  f e e l  so very  anx ious now about being  prom oted—why. * .
* I  was eag e r fo r  i t  when I  a r r iv e d  in  Richmond l a s t  Novem­
ber* Such i s  th e  course  o f  l i f e —i t  i s  seldom th a t  w ishes
a re  f u l f i l l e d  when they  a re  most in ten se*  My prom otion
^8Jo n e s , A Rebel War C le rk 's  D ia ry* pp. 144-145*
49D ia ry , February  22, 1863*
50Jo n e s , A Rebel War C le rk 's  D ia ry* p . 152.
w il l  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  many o th e r  p le a s a n t  th in g s  I  am now 
engaged in  hu t a l l  must y ie ld  to  one o b je c t ,  one w i l l ,  one 
end, one a l l  prevading th o u g h t.51
Such a  sta tem en t seems s t r a n g e , coming from one supposedly 
obsessed  w ith  th e  d e s ire  fo r  p rom otion . But i t  would be erroneous to  
conclude th a t  P o lignac  was in c o n s is te n t ,  o r  what i s  w orse, in s in c e r e .
I t  shou ld  be no ted  th a t  he wanted th e  prom otion and in c re a s e  
in  rank  so t h a t  he might p lay  a  d e c is iv e  r o le  in  th e  w ar. He had 
been in  th e  C onfederate  army fo r  n e a r ly  two y ears  and had on ly  taken  
p a r t  i n  one m inor b a t t l e  i n  th e  W estern T h e a te r . Now w ith  th e  pro­
m otion he was b e ing  se n t to  th e  t r a n s -M is s is s ip p i  re g io n , a  minor 
th e a te r  o f  th e  war where th e re  had been no g re a t b a t t l e s .  The p ro sp ec ts  
o f  d i s t in c t io n  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  i n  t h i s  a re a  must have seemed s l ig h t  
to  th e  P r in c e . He wanted to  f i g h t ,  he would obey o rd e rs , bu t what good 
would i t  do to  have a u th o r i ty  i f  i t  cou ld  n o t be used in  a  b e n e f ic ia l  
way.
Furtherm ore, in  Richmond he was en joy ing  an a c t iv e  s o c ia l  l i f e .  
And no doubt, when he wrote t h a t  th e  prom otion would i n t e r f e r e  w ith  
"many o th e r  p le a sa n t  th in g s ,"  he was r e f e r r in g  in  p a r t ,  to  h i s  r e la t io n  
w ith  Exxx, whom he saw alm ost every day. T h is r e la t io n s h ip  became th e  
t a l k  o f  th e  town. He lam ented: "G ossip , G o ss ip ., Gossip about th e
German a r t i s t  and m yself. Some peop le  wonder why I  s ta y  h e re . I  wonder 
why they  wonder?" R ea liz in g  th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  h is  b i t t e r n e s s ,  he co n tin ­
ued: "sh o u ld  th ey  not wonder a t  som ething o r  o th e r  what a  wonder i t
52would b e ."  F in a lly ,  tu rn in g  h i s  e n t i r e  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  German a r t i s t ,
51D iary , January 11, 1863. For h i s  appointm ent see  Jo u rn a l o f  
th e  C onfederate  C ongress. I l l ,  p . 137.
52D iary, January 13 , 1663.
53he w rote: "sh e  looked q u ite  p r e t ty  l a s t  n ig h t ."  T h is  l a s t  s ta tem en t
in d ic a te d  t h a t  i t  was n o t l ik e ly  th a t  he would s to p  se e in g  th e  singer*  
At th e  same tim e , i t  was ju s t  a s  u n lik e ly  t h a t  th e  g o ss ip  would stop*
On January  22 he rode o u t to  see  Exxx, who a p p a re n tly  was un­
happy a t  th e  p ro sp e c t o f  h is  le a v in g  her* P o lignac  s t a t e d  th a t  he
"found th e  g e n e ra l a sp e c t o f  th in g s  gloomy a s  sc a rc e ly  to  j u s t i f y  my
54s ta y in g  i n  consequence o f  which I  rode back • • • ,"  in to  town* But
th e  n ex t day he c a l le d  on th e  s in g e r ,  and l a t e r ,  i n  a  poem w r i t te n  in
German, summarized th e  " f e e l in g  e x h ib ite d  on th e  o c c a s io n ."
T ra n s la tio n
Many g re e tin g s
I*m a  g en era l
w i l l  have to  leav e  soon
Uever to  see  you aga in
T here fo re  in  my h e a r t  I  f e e l
Love p a in s
Sorrow and sadness
Hangover1*®
D uring m id-February th e  co ld  and ra in y -w ea th e r g re a t ly  hampered 
P o lignac*s s o c ia l  a c t i v i t y .  He d id , however, whenever th e  w eather 
would p e rm it, a t te n d  a  number o f  p a r t ie s *  On one o ccasio n  he and an­
o th e r  gentlem an were re q u ire d  to  r id e  a  h o rse  double i n  o rd e r  to  avo id
56w alking i n  a  muddy ro ad . At an o th e r p a r ty , P o lignac  d esc rib ed  h is  
r e tu rn  home a s  fo llo w s: "a  v io le n t  snow storm  broke ou t and when I
53I b id .
54I b id * . January  22, 1863*
55I b i d *. January  23, 1863*
56I b id * , February 15 , 1863.
came home th e  wind was blowing th e  s l e e t  i n  my face which came p e l t in g
down d riven  w ith  such a  fo rce  in to  my eyes a s  a c tu a l ly  b l in d  me» so
57th a t  I  had to  grope my way a long  to  my house* • • •"
Those days t h a t  th e  w eather fo rced  him to  rem ain a t  home were 
u su a lly  sp en t re a d in g , w r i t in g , o r  so lv in g  m athem atical problems* 
Sometimes he became so in v o lv ed  w ith  a  problem th a t  he l o s t  t r a c k  o f 
time* On one o ccasio n  he w rote: " I  s ta y ed  home worked o u t some math­
em atica l q u e s tio n s  and went to  bed l a t e  and so much wrapped up in  
s c i e n t i f i c  co n tem p la tio n  th a t  I  fo rg o t to  make th e  d a ily  e n try  i n  my 
d iary*” 58
He seemed to  be l i t t l e  aware o f  th e  g re a t s u f f e r in g  go ing  on a l l
around him* On February  11 J* B* Jones w rote:
Some id e a  may be formed o f  th e  s c a r c i ty  o f food i n  t h i s  c i ty  
from th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  w hile  my youngest daughter was i n  th e  
k itc h e n  to d ay , a  young r a t  came ou t o f  i t s  h o le  and seemed 
to  beg f o r  som ething to  e a t ;  she h e ld  ou t some b read , which 
i t  a te  from h e r  hand, and seemed g ra te fu l*  S e v e ra l o th e r s  
soon appeared  and were a s  tame a s  k it te n s *  Perhaps we s h a l l  
have to  e a t  them*59
Yet a  few weeks l a t e r  Jones p roudly  w rote: "There aze some
p a le  faces  seen  i n  th e  s t r e e t s  from d e fic ie n c y  o f  food; b u t no b eg g ars , 
no com plaints* We a re  a l l  i n  r a g s , e s p e c ia l ly  our u n d e rc lo th e s . T his 
fo r  L ib e rty * "5®
In  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  February P o lignac  rece iv ed  h is  o rd e rs  to  
proceed to  L o u is ia n a , where he was to  jo in  G eneral E. K irby S m ith 's
57
I b i d *« February  22, 1863.
58I b id .
59Jo n e s , A R ebel War C le rk 's  D iary , p . 164*
60I b id . . p . 178 .
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command. In  March, a s  most o f  Richmond s u f f e r e d  from hunger and co ld ,
P o lignac  made p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  h is  journey  to  L o u is ia n a . He a tte n d e d
s e v e ra l  going away p a r t i e s ,  saw most o f  h i s  f r ie n d s ,  and w rote a  number
o f  l e t t e r s .  The e n t r i e s  in  th e  d ia ry  a r e ,  fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  s h o r t -
some l im ite d  to  a  few l i n e s .  T his may in d ic a te  some r e g r e t  fo r  having
to  le a v e  Richmond fo r  he had made many f r ie n d s  th a t  w in te r - - f r ie n d s
whom, a lthough  he d id  no t know i t  a t  th e  tim e , he would never se e  a g a in .
On Tuesday, March 31, he c a l le d  on P re s id e n t Davis fo r  th e  l a s t
tim e . The P re s id e n t b id  him " fa re w e ll  i n  k in d  and a f f e c t io n a te  te rm s."
Two days l a t e r  B rig a d ie r  General P o lig n ac  and h i s  s t a f f ,  composed o f
L ie u te n a n t W illiam  E ggeling  and C ap ta in  S . C u c u lle r , l e f t  Richmond by
t r a i n  fo r  th e  L o u is ian a  assignm ent.
On th e  day P o lignac  l e f t ,  A p r il  2 , th e re  was a  "b read  r i o t "  in
th e  C onfederate  c a p i t a l .  E arly  t h a t  m orning "a  few hundred women and
boys met . . .  i n  th e  C a p ita l Square, sa y in g  th ey  were hungry, and must
have food. The number continued to  sw e ll u n t i l  th e re  were more th an  a  
63th o u san d ."  About 9 A.M. th e  mob l e f t  th e  square  and marched through
th e  s t r e e t s  o f  th e  downtown a re a , b reak in g  in to  and lo o t in g  many s to re s  
64on Main S t r e e t .
S h o rtly  th e r e a f t e r ,  Governor John L e tch e r  and one company o f  th e  
s t a t e  m i l i t i a  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  scen e . The governor th re a te n e d  to  o rd e r 
th e  tro o p s  " to  f i r e  on th e  mob" i f  they  d id  n o t d isp e rse  w ith in  f iv e
61D la ry , March 31, 1863.
62I b id . . A p r il  2, 1863.
63Jo n es. A Rebel War C l e r k s  D ia ry , p .  183.
64I b id . . p . 184.
4  4. 6 5minutes*
B efore any a c t io n  could  be ta k e n , however, P re s id e n t D avis ap­
peared . Seemingly deep ly  moved, he spoke to  th e  crowd, u rg in g  them to  
b ear th e  " p r iv a t io n s  w ith  f o r t i tu d e ,  and co n tinue  u n ite d  a g a in s t  th e  
N orthern in v a d e rs  • • • •*' He concluded by th re a te n in g  to  o rd e r
s o ld ie r s  to  f i r e  on th e  crowd i f  they  re fu se d  to  d is p e rs e . The mob,
r e a l iz in g  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  meant what he s a id  im m ediately began
07d r i f t in g  o f f ,  and by e a r ly  a f te rn o o n  th e  s t r e e t s  were q u ie t  a g a in .
There was no v io le n c e , bu t Richmond would see more d is tu rb a n c e s  o f  
t h i s  k ind  b e fo re  th e  war ended; c o n d itio n s  d id  n o t improve—th ey  got 
worse.
P o lig n ac , a lre a d y  i n  t r a n s i t ,  was unaware o f  t h i s  new c r i s i s  
rag in g  in  th e  c a p i t a l .  Because th e  so u th e rn  r a i l r o a d s  were unab le  to  
meet th e  demands o f  w ar, h i s  t r i p  would ta k e  a  l i t t l e  over a  month to  
com plete.
For th e  f i r s t  tim e in  war r a i l r o a d s  p layed  an im p o rtan t r o le  i n
l o g i s t i c s .  The South d id  n o t have th e  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p a b i l i ty  to  m ain ta in
o r extend i t s  ra ilw ay  l in e s ;  no locom otives o r c a rs  were b u i l t  du rin g  
th e  war. P r iv a te  companies owned and o p era ted  th e  9,000 m ile s  o f  t r a c k  
th a t  had been c o n s tru c te d  p r im a r ily  to  h au l co tto n  to  s e a p o r ts .  A ll 
r a i l r o a d s  in  th e  South  were s in g le  t r a c k  w ith  a t  l e a s t  e lev en  d i f f e r e n t  
gauges. T h e re fo re , tro o p s  and s u p p lie s  o f te n  had to  be t r a n s p o r te d
65ib ia .
66Ib ld .
07V arina Howell D avis, J e f fe r s o n  Davis (New York: B e lfo rd
Company, 1890), p .  375.
over long  round-about r o u te s ,  w ith  many d e la y s , to  th e  main b a t t l e  fro n ts*  
Prom Richmond, th e  t r a i n ,  w ith  P o lig n ac  and h i s  s t a f f  aboard , 
t r a v e le d  to  K noxv ille , Tennessee* At K n o x v ille , th e  th re e  s o ld ie r s  
were t r a n s fe r r e d  to  one o f  th e  " s o - c a l le d  l a d ie s  c a rs"  which Polignac 
d e sc rib e d  a s :
One o f  th e  American humbugs—a  l i t t l e  c le a n e r  than  th e  
o th e r  c a rs  and one in  which gentlem en a re  n o t allow ed to  smoke; 
a  r e s t r a i n t  which " la d ie s "  make up fo r  by p u f f in g  away a t  a  
r a t e  th a t  would p u t a  steam  boat s ta c k  in to  th e  shade, they  
a ls o  chew a  l i t t l e  o c c a s io n a lly  • • • *69
He added th a t  one o f  th e  l a d ie s  cand id ly  s a id :  " I  wonder whether i t
would be considered  f a s t  to  smoke a  p ipe?" P o lignac  made no remark
70about t h i s  statem ent*
He and h is  s t a f f  rem ained i n  th e  " la d ie s  ca r"  u n t i l  they a r r iv e d  
a t  D a n v ille , V irg in ia , a  l i t t l e  town in  th e  so u th e rn  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  
on A p ril  4* A fte r  changing t r a i n s  s e v e ra l more tim es they  a r r iv e d  a t  
M obile, Alabama, on A p ril  5*
M obile, on th e  g u lf  c o a s t ,  was an im p o rtan t Southern port*  The 
c i t y ,  a t  th e  head o f  th e  bay by th e  same name, was p ro te c te d  by fo r ts*  
Submerged mines and to rp ed o es i n  th e  bay p reven ted  Union v e sse ls  from 
a tta c k in g  th e  c i t y ,  which was an  im p o rtan t base fo r  th e  blockade ru n n e rs  
who s l ip p e d  by th e  Union sh ip s  on t h e i r  way to  and from Bermuda*
Because o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  making t r a i n  co n n ec tio n s , P o lignac  
and h is  s t a f f  rem ained i n  M obile u n t i l  May 5, spending t h e i r  tim e s ig h t-
C Q
E aton , The Southern  C onfederacy, pp* 243-249*
69
D iary, A p ril 4 , 1863*
70I b id .
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se e in g , in s p e c tin g  th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  and m eeting some o f  th e  Con-
71fe d e ra te  m i l i ta r y  and n aval p e rso n n e l in  th e  area*
F in a lly  making connec tions on Hay 5, th e  P o lig n ac  p a rty  pro ­
ceeded a c ro ss  th e  s t a t e  o f  M is s is s ip p i ,  a r r iv in g  a t  Natchez on May 10, 
a t  4 :30  A.M.. Im m ediately c ro s s in g  th e  r i v e r  to  th e  l i t t l e  town o f  
V id a lia , L o u is ia n a , P o lignac  had no tim e to  see  th e  b e a u t i f u l  homes 
o f  N atchez, th e  c e n te r  o f  an te -b e llu m  c u ltu re ,  lo c a te d  h igh  on th e  
b lu f f s  overlook ing  th e  M is s is s ip p i  E lv er.
At V id a lia , a f t e r  having b re a k fa s t,  they  began th e  l a s t  le g  o f 
t h e i r  jo u rn ey . They t r a v e le d  to  Monroe, a la rg e  town i n  th e  n o rth ­
e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  by way o f  th e  O uach ita , T ensas, and L i t t l e  
72r i v e r s .  They were p a ss in g  th rough  a g e n e ra lly  f l a t  la n d  o f  dense 
f o r e s t  broken only by v a s t  acreage  o f  p la n ta t io n s  sp re ad in g  ou t beyond 
th e  r i v e r  banks. The s u b tro p ic a l  c lim a te , long  growing season , and 
r i c h  a l l u v i a l  s o i l ,  produced b o u n tifu l  crops o f  c o tto n . S topping  oc­
c a s io n a lly  to  v i s i t  v a rio u s  p la n ta t io n s  a long  th e  way, P o lignac  could
n o t h e lp  b u t n o tic e  "how rough and backward . . .  were some o f  th e
73la r g e s t  p la n te r s ."
Around m idnight on May 17 th e  p a r ty  a r r iv e d  in  Monroe, and a f t e r
two days o f  r e s t  they  l e f t  fo r  Shreveport in  a  crowded o ld  stagecoach
74th a t  "moved o f f  a t  a  t u r t l e  l i k e  g a i t . "  D esp ite  th e  slow  speed , th e
71I b id . . A p ril  6—May 5, 1863.
72I b id . . May 11—21, 1863.
73I b id . . May 16 , 1863.
74I b id . ,  May 1 7 -1 9 , 1863.
coach f i n a l ly  a r r iv e d  i n  S h revepo rt on May 21* P o lignac  im m ediately
75ven t to  see  L ieu ten an t G eneral Edmund K irby Smith fo r  assignment*
CHAPTER VI
"Above a l l  fo rb e a r  to  w h is t le , to  d rin k  w ine, s p i t ,  t a l k  German o r swear"
The Confederacy had su f fe re d  a  d i s a s t e r  i n  A p r i l ,  1862, when New 
O rlea n s , th e  S o u th 's  most popu lated  c i t y ,  l a r g e s t  p o r t ,  and most Im­
p o r ta n t  f in a n c ia l  and commercial c e n te r  was occupied  by F ed e ra l tro o p s .
A f te r  A p ril th e  C onfederates fe a re d  th a t  F ed e ra l arm ies might move up 
th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iver from th e  g u lf ,  g a in  c o n tro l  o f  th e  M iss is s ip p i 
R iver l i n e ,  and accom plish t h e i r  o b je c tiv e  o f  s p l i t t i n g  th e  C onfederacy.'1'
The U nited  S ta te s  would a ls o  have a c c e ss  to  th e  Red R iv e r , which >
em ptied in to  th e  M iss is s ip p i about f i f t y  m ile s  above Baton Rouge. The 
F e d e ra ls , by c o n tro l l in g  th e  Red, could  s to p  th e  flow  o f  C onfederate  
s u p p lie s  bound fo r  th e  E ast from L o u is ia n a , Texas, and Mexico. At th e  
same tim e , th e  Red could  be used a s  an in v a s io n  ro u te  in to  L o u is ian a , 
and beyond in to  T exas.
For a  thorough coverage o f  th e  war i n  L ou is iana  see J e f fe rs o n  
D avis Bragg, L o u is ian a  i n  th e  Confederacy (B aton Rouge: L o u is ian a  S ta te
U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  1941); John D. W in te rs .' The C iv il  War i n  L o u is ian a  
(Baton Rouge: L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  1963); Joseph Howard
P a rk s , G eneral Edmund Kirby Smith C. S . A. (Baton Rouge: L o u is ian a
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1954); H arvard A rth u r N o ll, G eneral K irby Smith 
(Swanee, T ennessee: The U n iv e rs ity  P re s s  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  th e  South,
1907); R ichard  T ay lo r, D e s tru c tio n  and R e c o n s tru c tio n , ed . C harles P . 
Roland (Waltham, M assachusetts: B la is d e l l  P u b lish in g  Company, 1968);
Ludwell H. Johnson, Red R iver Campaign (B a ltim ore : The John Hopkins
P re s s ,  1958); J .  B. D avis, "The L ife  o f  R ichard  T a y lo r ,"  L o u is ian a  
H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly . XXIV (Jan u ary , 1941), pp . 40-126,
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The r i v e r  was nav ig ab le  a t  a l l  tim es as f a r  a s  A le x a n d ria , a  
town in  c e n t r a l  L ouisiana* When th e  w ater was h ig h , t r a n s p o r t s  and 
gunboats cou ld  go up th e  r i v e r  a s  f a r  a  S h revepo rt, a  c i ty  n e a r  th e  
Texas boundary*
A sm all C onfederate  g a rr iso n  a t  P o rt Hudson, a  town on th e
b lu f f s  overlo o k in g  th e  M iss is s ip p i e ig h teen  m iles n o r th  o f  Baton Rouge,
was th e  on ly  fo rc e  a v a i la b le  to  r e s i s t  a  F edera l in v a s io n  o f  L o u is ian a
by way o f  th e  Red R iver* Even i f  th e  C onfederate b a s t io n  a t  P o r t  Hudson
was a b le  to  deny th e  F e d e ra ls  access  to  th e  Red R iv e r , th e re  was s t i l l
th e  danger t h a t  th e  enemy would use th e  many nav igab le  stream s and
2bayous in  so u th  L o u is ian a  to  invade th e  i n t e r io r  o f  th e  s ta te *
A cco rd ing ly , i n  May, i n  an e f f o r t  to  reg a in  c o n tro l  o f  th e  
reg io n  west o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i , th e  C onfederate  government c re a te d  th e  
T ra n s -M iss is s ip p i Departm ent, which in c lu d ed  a l l  th e  a re a  w est o f  th e  
M is s is s ip p i , d iv id ed  in to  th e  D i s t r i c t s  o f A rkansas, T exas, and West 
L o u is ian a .
Because th e  West was an im p o rtan t source o f  s u p p lie s  fo r  th e  
E a s t, i t  was o f  paramount im portance fo r  th e  C onfederates to  keep open 
communications and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a c ro ss  th e  M iss issip p i*  At a l l  c o s t 
th e  F e d e ra ls  were no t to  be p e rm itte d  to  extend t h e i r  a u th o r i ty  beyond 
th e  imm ediate v i c in i ty  o f  New O rlean s.
F e d e ra l c o n tro l  o f  th e  waterways made i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  th e  
a u th o r i t i e s  i n  Richmond to  communicate w ith  C onfederate o f f i c e r s  o r  
o f f i c i a l s  beyond th e  M is s is s ip p i o r  to  e x e rc ise  much r e g u la t io n  o f 
even ts i n  t h a t  a re a .  A f te r  th e  f a l l  o f  New O rleans th e re  were no
^Bragg, L o u is ia n a * p , 139.
C onfederate g e n era l o f f i c e r s  In  L o u is ia n a ; th e  only tro o p s  a v a i la b le  
to  face  an Invad ing  fo rce  from New O rlean s were some 2,000 men o f  th e  
s t a t e  m i l i t i a  h a s t i l y  ga thered  to g e th e r  by Governor Thomas 0 . Moore*
Cut o f f  from New O rlean s, the s t a t e ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  and tra d e  c e n te r , th ese  
tro o p s  were po o rly  equipped and were h a rd ly  a b le  to  conduct s e r io u s  
m i l i ta r y  o p e ra tio n s*  Thus Governor Moore urged  th e  Richmond government
Q
to  send him o f f i c e r s ,  men, and weapons*
A ccord ing ly , in  June, M ajor G eneral R ichard T ay lo r re tu rn e d  to  
h i s  n a tiv e  s o i l  w ith  o rd e rs  to  ta k e  command o f  a l l  o f  th e  s t a t e  west o f 
th e  M is s is s ip p i ,  designated  a s  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  West Louisiana* R ichard 
T ay lo r, the  son o f  Zachary T ay lo r, was well-known in  L ouisiana* General 
T a y lo r 's  o rd e rs  were to  r a i s e  an army, deny th e  F ed e ra ls  use o f  th e
r iv e r s  and bayous i n  th e  sou thern  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  and to  tak e  back
L
a s  much o f  low er L o u is ian a  as p o ss ib le*
T a y lo r 's  ta s k  was form idable; h i s  f i r s t  job was to  r a i s e  and 
equip  an army* By O ctober he had on ly  5,840 poorly  equipped and in ­
ad eq u a te ly  t r a in e d  men, while h i s  opponent a t  New O rlean s, B rig ad ie r  
G eneral Benjamin B u tle r , had 18,000 tro o p s  i n  h is  command* F o rtu n a te ly  
fo r  th e  C onfederates th e re  were few b a t t l e s  in  1862; bu t th e re  were many
5
sk irm ish es , most o f  which were sm all and in d e c is iv e .
^W inters, C iv il  War in  L o u is ia n a , p p . 149-150.
^ Ib id . , p* 152; 0 . R*. XV, p t .  1 , p . 791; D avis, "R ichard  Tay­
l o r , '1 L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly . XXIV, p . 68.
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W in ters , C iv il  War in  L o u is ia n a , p , 157; E aton , The Southern 
C onfederacy* p . 177*
B u tle r  s e n t  ou t ex p ed itio n s  to  d isp e rse  T a y lo r 's  s c a t te r e d  fo rc e s  
assem bling  In  w estern  L o u is ia n a . F edera l tro o p s  a ls o  ra id e d  th e  towns 
and p la n ta t io n s  a long  th e  M iss is s ip p i and Invaded th e  co u n try  w est o f  
New O rleans a s  f a r  a s  Bayou Teche.
The coun try  west o f  New O rleans produced g re a t q u a n t i t ie s  o f  r i c e  
and su g a r can e . T h is r i c h ,  densely  popu la ted  a re a  was com paratively  
easy to  r a id  because v e s s e ls  o f  co n sid erab le  s iz e  cou ld  n a v ig a te  on th e  
netw ork o f  s tream s and la k e s  In  th e  so u thern  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e .  F u rth e r­
more, a  r a i l r o a d ,  th e  New O rlean s , O pelousas, and G reat W estern, con­
n ec ted  New O rlean s  w ith  Berwick Bay e ig h ty -e ig h t  m iles to  th e  w est.
From Berwick Bay an invad ing  fo rce  could  move in to  th e  I n t e r i o r  o f  th e
s t a t e  by way o f  th e  A tch afa lay a  R iver and Bayou Teche, bo th  o f  which
0
had t h e i r  o r ig in  In  c e n tr a l  L o u is ian a .
The F ed e ra l marauding e x p ed itio n s  in to  t h i s  re g io n  were so suc­
c e s s fu l  t h a t  by f a l l  a l l  o f  so u thern  L o u is ian a  from th e  Teche to  New 
O rlea n s , s u f f e r in g  from p lu n d erin g  and p i l l a g in g ,  was i n  a  d e s t i tu t e
c o n d it io n . To make m a tte rs  w orse, th e re  was no in d ic a t io n  th a t  th e
7r a id s  would s to p .
I n  December th e re  was c o n sid e rab le  excitem ent i n  L o u is ian a  when 
th e  F e d e ra ls  In c re a se d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  tak e  c o n tro l o f  th e  M iss is s ip p i 
R iv e r . M ajor G eneral U lysses S . G rant, w ith  th e  Army o f  th e  T ennessee, 
began o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t  V icksburg, th e  northernm ost C onfederate  s tro n g ­
h o ld  on th e  M is s is s ip p i .  L a te r  th a t  month M ajor G eneral N a th an ie l P . 
Banks, one tim e bobbin boy from th e  t e x t i l e  m il ls  o f  M assachuse tts  and
0
B ragg, L o u is ia n a , pp . 129-130.
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l a t e r  governor o f  t h a t  s ta te *  a r r iv e d  i n  New O rleans and re p la c e d  B u tle r  
a s  commander o f  th e  Departm ent o f  th e  Gulf* The o rd ers  g iven to  Banks 
from Major G eneral Henry V* H a lleck , G en era l-in -C h ie f o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
arm ies* vere  to  a id  G rant a t  V icksburg and open th e  M iss is s ip p i R iv e r to  
th e  F edera l f le e t*  A f te r  ta k in g  Vicksburg* Banks was ordered  to  le a d  
an  ex p ed itio n  up th e  Red R iv er to  open an o u t le t  fo r  the  su g ar and c o tto n  
o f  th e  region* He would a ls o  be i n  a  p o s i t io n  to  conduct o p e ra tio n s
Q
a g a in s t  Texas*
Im m ediately upon assum ing command* Banks* a  c i t iz e n  s o ld ie r*
w ithou t p rev ious m i l i ta r y  experience* o p t im is t ic a l ly  made p la n s  fo r  an
o ffe n s iv e  campaign* R e a liz in g  th a t  to  h e lp  G rant open th e  M is s is s ip p i
he would have to  ta k e  P o r t Hudson, one o f  th e  s tro n g e s t p o in ts  on th e
r i v e r ,  th e  c a u tio u s  Banks decided  to  by -pass th e  enemy's s tro n g h o ld  and
move n o rth  a long  th e  bayous tow ard th e  Red River* I f  he cou ld  c o n tro l
th e  Red* i t  would be p o s s ib le  to  cu t o f f  a l l  su p p lie s  to  th e  enemy a t  
g
P o r t  Hudson*
E arly  i n  A p r i l ,  Banks, w ith  14,000 tro o p s  designated  a s  th e  
N ine teen th  Army C orps, s t a r t e d  h is  ex p ed itio n  in to  th e  Red R iv e r c o u n try .
H is fo rce s  moved w est from New O rleans to  B rasher C ity  (Morgan C ity )  on 
Berwick Bay and proceeded n o r th  a long  Bayou Teche* T a y lo r 's  sm a ll fo rce  
o f  l e s s  th an  5,000 tro o p s  cou ld  do no more th an  delay th e  enem y's 
advance and had to  f a l l  back*
D riv ing  th e  C onfedera tes b e fo re  him* Banks had advanced to  
A lexandria  by May 7; b u t Adm iral Davia P o rte r*  w ith se v e ra l gunboats ,
80 . R .. XV, p t .  1 , p* 590. 
g
W inters* C iv i l  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p .  212.
*
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took  th e  c i ty  only  a  few hours befo re  Banks and h is  army a r r iv e d .
T ay lo r ' 8  fo rc e s  continued  to  r e t r e a t  tow ard S h rev ep o rt, b u t th e  
r i v e r ,  w ith  I t s  dangerous ra p id s , p ro h ib ite d  th e  v e s s e ls  from co n tin u in g  
th e  p u r s u i t .  Banks, w ithout th e  a id  o f  th e  gunboats , decided to  end 
th e  e x p ed itio n  a t  A lexand ria .
In  th e  meantime, Grant urged Banks to  jo in  him a t  V icksburg; but 
th e  o v e rly -c a u tlo u s  Banks I n s is te d  th a t  he co u ld  n o t make such a  journey 
u n le s s  he was g iven  adequate f a c i l i t i e s  to  t r a n s p o r t  h i s  tro o p s . He 
a ls o  fea red  th a t  I f  he was so f a r  away T ay lo r m ight a t ta c k  New O rlean s .
Hence Banks w rote G rant th a t  he would ta k e  P o r t  Hudson and jo in  him 
l a t e r .  A ccord ing ly , Banks moved h is  tro o p s  ou t o f  A lexandria  and p ro­
ceeded to  P o r t  Hudson. 1 0  The C onfederates under G eneral B ichard  T ay lo r 
q u ic k ly  reoccup ied  th e  a re a  sou th  o f  A lex an d ria  fo llow ing  th e  enemy 
w ithd raw al.
During Banks' advance up th e  Teche, th e r e  was a  change in  Con­
fe d e ra te  personnel In  th e  T ran s-M iss iss ip p i D epartm ent. In  March,
L ieu ten an t G eneral Edmund Kirby Sm ith, a  th i r ty - s e v e n -y e a r  o ld  c a re e r  
o f f i c e r  and West P o in t g rad u a te , rep laced  T heophllus H. Holmes a s  th e  
commander o f  th e  departm ent. With f i f t e e n  y e a r s  experience  i n  th e  U nited 
S ta te s  army, K irby Smith f i r s t  saw combat i n  th e  Mexican War. A lready , 
du rin g  the  C iv il  War, he had d isp layed  a b i l i t y  and .had enhanced h i s  
r e p u ta tio n  a t  Manassas and in  th e  in v a s io n  o f  Kentucky th e  p rev io u s  
summer.
The new commanding g en era l s e t  up h i s  h e ad q u a rte rs  a t  A lexandria  
and p repared  to  defend th e  i n t e r io r  o f  th e  s t a t e  w ith  th e  meager fo rce s
10Ib ld .
a t  hand; h u t a s  th e  F e d e ra ls  approached, he was fo rced  to  move h is
h ead q u a rte rs  up th e  r i v e r  120 m ile s  to  Shreveport*
I t  was s h o r t ly  a f t e r  K irby Sm ith had s e t  up h i s  new h e ad q u a rte rs
in  S hreveport t h a t  P o lig n ac  a r r iv e d  and re p o rte d  fo r  duty* At t h e i r
f i r s t  m eeting , on May 21, th e  commanding g e n e ra l o f fe re d  th e  P rin c e  a
11brigade  o f  Texas tro o p s  soon to  a r r iv e  from Arkansas*
While w a itin g  fo r  h is  b rig a d e , P o lignac  made p la n s  to  rem ain in  
Shreveport and make h im se lf  a v a i la b le  fo r  an assignm ent shou ld  th e  
occasion  a r is e *
A fte r  a  few days r e s t  i n  one o f  th e  lo c a l  h o te l s ,  he s e t  out 
to  f in d  new lo d g in g  i n  th e  form o f  a  house* Pursu ing  h i s  in q u i r ie s  
about town, he came " a c ro ss  an o ld  fash ioned  piano a  broken down h e c t ic ,  
p layed  ou t in s tru m e n t h a l f  th e  keys wanting* • » •" I t  was b e in g  p layed  
by:
A young a r t i s t  i n  th e  shape o f  a school g i r l  f lo u r is h e d  
in  th e  in d e fa tig u a b le  f in g e r s ,  re g a rd le s s  o f  th e  chords which 
broke f o r th  from worn out s t r in g s  some w anting i n  to n e , some 
w anting in  tu n e , & some w anting a l to g e th e r ,  th e  whole r e s u l t in g  
in  a  p e r f e c t  ja n g le  som ething l ik e  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  m ight have 
been produced by a  f lo c k  o f  ch ickens p layed  in  column by two 
8e runn ing  a t  double qu ick  over th e  keys* • •
Polignac w rote t h a t  a t  th e  conclu sion  o f  th e  perform ance: " th e  m usical
c h a ra c te r  spoke to  u s and answered our compliments a t  which my a s to n is h ­
ment was g r e a t ly  in c re a s e d  a s  I  had so u n d fu lly  b e lie v e d  th a t  she was
13deaf and dumb—— *"
T hat same evening P o lignac  a tten d e d  a  p a rty  where th e  music was
i:LD ia ry , May 21, 1863.
1 2I b ld . . May 25, 1863.
13Ib id .
t e t t e r  th an  t h a t  made by th e  young g i r l .  He enjoyed country  dancing, 
which in c lu d ed  th e  Q u a d rille  and th e  V irg in ia  R eel, and saw " lo c a l  
b e l l e s  . . .  go through th e  f ig u re s  o f  'sw ing  c o rn e rs , swing your
14
p a r tn e r s  • • • '  w ith  i n f i n i t e  g race  and m odesty."
Near th e  end o f  May P o lig n ac  le a rn e d  th a t  he was to  be assigned
to  command a  b rigade  o f  Texas t ro o p s . Two reg im ents had a r r iv e d  and
were encamped fo r  in s t r u c t io n s  a  few m ile s  from town on th e  Texas Road.
They were " p e r f e c t ly  g reen , u n d r i l le d  and unbroken to  m il i ta ry  duty
15and d i s c ip l in e ,  in c lu d in g  th e  o f f i c e r s . "
K irby Smith was so d isg u s te d  w ith  th e  two reg im en ts , th e  Twenty-
Second, and th e  Twenty-Fourth Texas C avalry , th a t  he r e f e r r e d  to  them
a s  "an  u n d isc ip lin e d  mob, th e  o f f i c e r s  a s  w o rth less  a s  th e  men • • • •"
He had considered  b reak ing  up th e  reg im en ts  and p la c in g  th e  men in
o th e r  u n i t s ,  bu t had decided in s te a d  to  send them to  a  camp o u ts id e
Monroe fo r  in s t r u c t io n  under h i s  a ide-de-cam p, C olonel W illiam  R.
T rad e r, hoping th a t  they  m ight be made in to  s o ld ie r s  and th e  b rigade
16
converted  in to  an in fa n try  u n i t .
K irby Smith must have known th a t  i t  was a  bad p o lic y  fo r  one 
man to  t r a i n  tro o p s  and fo r  a n o th e r  to  le a d  them in  combat. He knew 
th a t  th e se  c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s  must have a  c e r ta in  a f f e c t io n  and t r u s t  fo r  
t h e i r  commander b e fo re  they  would fo llow  him in  b a t t l e .  N ev erth e le ss , 
be ing  sh o r t  on se n io r  o f f i c e r s ,  and be ing  aware th a t  th e  P rin ce  had
1 4I b id .
1 5l b i d . , May 3 , 1863.
•j e
0 .  R .. XXII, p t  2, p p . 839-840; Alwyn B a rr, P o lignac»s Texas 
B rigade (Houston: G ulfcoast H i s to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1964), pp. 19-21.
su c c e s s fu lly  l e d  tro o p s  In  combat, he ap p aren tly  thought t h a t  P o lignac
could ta k e  o v e r th e s e  men. Perhaps K irby Smith was a ls o  in f lu e n c e d  by
h is  knowledge t h a t  P o lig n ac , by h is  s t r i c t  m il i ta ry  m ethods, had l o s t
h is  command i n  Kentucky. The commanding genera l p robab ly  th o u g h t th a t
th e  P rin c e  would have a  b e t t e r  chance o f  c o n tro ll in g  h i s  command i f
i t  had been d is c ip l in e d  b e fo re  tu rn in g  i t  over to  him.
P o lig n ac * s  a rro g a n t and seem ingly unconcerned r e a c t io n  upon
17h earin g  abou t h i s  " u n d isc ip lin e d  mob11 was simply "we s h a l l  s e e ."  
E v id e n tly , a f t e r  two y e a rs  i n  th e  C onfederate  army, he s t i l l  thought 
th a t  a l l  a  good o f f i c e r  had to  do was to  courageously le a d  s o ld ie r s  
in  dashing ch a rg es  a c ro ss  b a t t l e f i e l d s .  There i s  no in d ic a t io n  th a t  
he even su g g e s te d  to  K irby Sm ith t h a t  he wanted to  tak e  charge o f  th e  
raw tro o p s . W hile i d l e  i t  seems a s  though he could have a t  l e a s t  gone 
to  th e  camp o f  i n s t r u c t io n  and fa m ilia r iz e d  h im self w ith  th e  men and 
th e  problem s o f  th e  two reg im en ts; b u t he d id  no th ing  excep t com plain 
about be ing  in a c t iv e .  P o lignac  was w il l in g  to  leav e  th e  u n p lea sa n t 
and d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  t r a in in g  th e  tro o p s  to  someone e ls e  and th e n  
s te p  i n  to  l e a d  th e  b rig ad e  and h im se lf  to  g lory  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .
At th e  tim e , th e  P r in c e , s u f f e r in g  from "in flam m ation  o f  th e  
mouth, tongue , p a la te  and l i p s  • • • ,"  was concerned abou t h i s  h e a l th  
r a th e r  th an  abou t th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  b rig a d e . A fte r  se e in g  a  d o c to r 
he wrote th e  fo llo w in g  "se n tim en ts  suggested  by th e  o c c a s io n ."
To s u f f e r e r s  from p a l a t i a l  inflam m ation, below you* 11 __ 
f in d  th e  only  e f f e c t iv e  lo t i o n .  T h is th e  r e c ip e  to  w it / s i c /  
th r e e  drams o f  borax  combined w ith  two ounces o f  pure  ro s e  
w a te r , and s t i l l  to  sw eeten more th e  dose, an e q u a l w eight 
o f  honey (w ithou t wax.) One spoonfu l and a  tum b ler w i l l
17D ia ry , May 30 , 1863.
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r e la x  th e  th ro b s  and I tc h in g *  When you s t i r  and season th e  
m ix tu re  I*d  ad v ise  you s t r a ig h t  to  p u t on a  le a rn e d  a i r  and 
s p e c t ic le s —T is  w ell t h a t  you shou ld  know tho* I  d i s l ik e  to  
t a l k ~ I n  o rd e r to  can ce l th e  p r e s c r ip t io n  th a t  you must need 
r e f r a in  from a l l  f l i r t a t i o n  however f a i r  th e  dame, g re a t th e  
te m p ta tio n . Tho you th in k  words would flow sweet a s  honey 
upon a  s in g le  draught o f  t h a t  sw eet potion* You would f in d  
th a t  you had thrown away yo u r money* B esides a  k i s s  would 
in c re a s e  th e  inflam m ation  th e re fo re  I  say a b s ta in  from a l l  
f l i r t a t i o n  and futherm ore th e  tre a tm e n t must debar you from 
th e  p le a su re  e ’in  o f  a  c ig a r  o r  p ipe  ~  I  s to p  a s  I  know you 
don*t chew tobacco-God fo rb id !  Should you eschew a l l  tem pting 
p lugs / to b a c c o /  and above a l l  fo rb e a r  to  w h is t le ,  to  d rin k  
w ine, s p i t ,  t a l k  German o r  sw ear*18
Perhaps the  remedy worked, fo r  by June 3 he was p rep a rin g  to
a tte n d  a  m oonlight r id in g  p a r ty  w ith  some la d ie s*  But when th e  "moon
f a i l e d  to  r i s e  • • • ,"  he went to  a  dancing p a r ty  where a  s in g le
Negro f id d le r  made up th e  o r c h e s t r a ,  a  scene "bo th  n a t io n a l  and p ic tu r ­
e sesque*"
The fo llow ing  day P o lignac  succeeded in  r e n t in g  a  house, bu t 
though t th a t  he  was " l ik e ly  to  be l i k e  th e  man who had bought an e le ­
phant and d id  n o t know what to  do w ith  i t  • • • ,"  a s  i t  was "nex t to
20im possib le  to  p rocu re  f u rn i tu re  and mess a r t i c l e s  etc* • • •"  F in a lly
se c u rin g  th e  necessa ry  fu rn is h in g s , he moved in to  h i s  new home on June 10*
A sh o r t  tim e l a t e r  he met John Moncure who was to  be th e  a d ju ta n t  o f
21h is  brigade*
D esp ite  th e  gay s o c ia l  l i f e ,  P o lig n ac  was unhappy, b e lie v in g  
he was doomed to  permanent in a c t iv i ty *  On June 15 he w rote in  h i s
1 8 I b i d . ,  May 31, 1863.
1 9 I b i d . ,  June 3, 1863.
20* I b id *
^ I b l d . . June 10-12 , 1863.
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d ia ry  t h a t  th e r e  were some days when th ere  was "such  a  d e a r th  o f  new
22f a c t s  o r  s t r i k in g  ev en ts  o f  any s o r t  to  be reco rd ed * "  He con tinued :
A ll  I  can remember i s  th a t  1 g o t up in  th e  morning a s  
u s u a l ,  I  washed o f  co u rse , but th a t  i s  n o t i n t e r e s t i n g ,  I  
went o u t ,  s u r e ly ,  I  made c a l l s ,  p robab ly— on some la d ie s ;  
p o s s ib le —I  • • • no I  d id  n o t, what e l s e ,  I  th in k  I ' l l  23
s to p  fo r  f e a r  o f  w r it in g  something o b je c tio n a b le  goodnight*
He con tinued  to  dw ell i n  th e  d iary  on h i s  p l ig h t  a s  a  s o ld ie r ,  
f e e l in g  th a t  he shou ld  compare h is  d a ily  re c o rd s  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  p a s t 
year* He was su re  th a t  comparing th e  past w ith  th e  p re s e n t  would in ­
c re a se  h is  experience  and a t  th e  same time a f f o r d  him some g r a t i f i c a t i o n :
• . • namely th a t  which a r i s e s  from any ta s k  when f u l ­
f i l l e d  or .from r e c o l le c t io n s  o f p a s t t r i a lB  and o b s ta c le s  
overcome / s i c /  f i n a l ly  i t  may show a  g e n e ra l improvement in  
th e  s t a t e  o f  th in g s  and from th is  l a s t  c o n s id e ra tio n  any man 
and e s p e c ia l ly  he who has an aim in  l i f e  w i l l  draw in e x h a u s t-  
a b le  s to r e s  o f  com fort • • • *2^
W hile admitting th a t  very  l i t t l e  had been ach iev ed  du rin g  th e
p rev io u s  y e a r ,  he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t  was not h i s  f a u l t :
When th e  la b o re r  has ploughed a  furrow  and sown and h a r­
rowed th e  f i e l d  he must pause and w a it p a t i e n t ly  t i l l  th e  
g e n tle  ray s o f  th e  sun and th e  hand o f  P rov idence  have done 
t h e i r  work on th e  seed* Thus time works o u t th e  ev en ts  o f  
which man i s  th e  a u th o r o r  th e  to o l ,  th e  p e rp e tu a to r  o r  th e  
v ic t im , sm others down o b s ta c le s  th a t  appeared  in se p a ra b le  
s t r i k e  l ig h t  from d a rk n ess , unfo lds new h o r iz o n s , co o ls  th e  
b o i l in g  m etal o f  human p ass io n s  w ith in  th e  mold o f  fu tu re  
e v en ts  and hardens i t  in to  an im p erish ab le  work*2'’
D esp ite  h is  d e p re ss io n , Polignac co n tin u ed  to  a t te n d  v a rio u s
s o c ia l  fu n c tio n s , in c lu d in g  two se ss io n s  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,
2 2I b i d . . June 15, 1863*
23 Ib id *
24Ib id * , June 1 6 , 1863.
25I b id .
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vhere he met Governor Thomas 0 . Moore, and o th e r  d ig n i ta r ie s  o f  th e  
s ta te *  But now he was a s s ig n e d  a  du ty , o f  a  s o r t .  He was to  go to  
A lexandria  and th e re  se rv e  a s  p re s id e n t o f  a  c o u r t-m a r t ia l  convoked
27to  t r y  L ieu tenan t C olonel A r i s t id e  G erard fo r  d isobed ience  o f o rd e rs .
Before le a v in g , he a tte n d e d  a  c o u rt i n  S hreveport and was ap­
p a lle d  when he saw ju s t i c e  i n  a c t io n .  A man was be ing  t r i e d  fo r  p a ss in g  
c o u n te r f e i t  no tes and a cc o rd in g  to  P o lig n ac , th e  evidence was c o n c lu s iv e , 
" y e t th e  ju ry  re tu rn e d  th e  v e rd ic t  o f 'n o t  g u i l t y ! '"  He noted th a t  " i f  
th e  p r iso n e r  had been found g u i l ty  th e  sen tence  would have been death  
even though he was m erely accused  o f  having passed  c o u n te r fe it  n o te s , 
knowing th a t  they were fo rg ed , and no t having fo rged  them h im se lf ."  He 
continued :
The extrem e s e v e r i ty  o f  th e  law d e fe a te d  in  th is  c a se , I  
th in k  i t s  very  o b je c t ;  fo r  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  doubt in  my 
mind from th e  ev idence  brought forw ard and from pub lic  f e e l in g s  
as e x h ib ited  on th e  o ccasio n , b u t th a t  th e  man was most u n i­
v e rs a lly  though t g u i l t y .  . • and th a t  he would have been foundgg 
such by th e  ju r o r s  i f  th e  p e n a lty  had been anyth ing  bu t d e a th .
Polignac l e f t  fo r  A lex an d ria  by coach on June 27. The second
n ig h t o f  h is  journey was sp e n t a t  a  h o te l  i n  the  town o f  M ansfield,
where th e  next morning he was h ap p ily  s u rp r is e d  a t  f in d in g  a copy o f
a  h is to ry  o f  Rome which a ffo rd e d  him " th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f read ing  over
29th e  g re a t Caeser • • • ,"  who was h is  " f a v o r i te  among th e  dead."
26Ib id . . June 19 -2 0 , 1863.
27Ib id . . June 23, 1863; 0 . R .. XXII, p t .  1 , p . 933.
28D iary , June 25, 1863.
29
I b id . ,  June 29 , 1863 .
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Resuming th e  journey  a f t e r  b re a k fa s t ,  P o lig n ac  stopped  a t  
N a tc h ito c h e s , th e  o ld e s t  s e ttle m e n t In  th e  L o u is ia n a  P u rch ase . The 
q u a in t  l i t t l e  tovn  lo c a te d  on th e  Cane RLver sev en ty  m ile s  so u th e a s t o f  
S h re v ep o rt was th e  s i t e  o f  F o rt S t .  Jean  B a p t i s te ,  e s ta b l is h e d  by th e  
F rench  i n  1714. At N atch itoches Polignac was f l a t t e r e d  by a  lo c a l  
p l a n t e r ,  who h e a rin g  o f  him, had come " to  meet a  p r in c e . ' 1 P o lignac  
o b l ig in g ly  ta lk e d  to  th e  man fo r  a w hile and "h ea rd  a fte rw a rd s  th a t
—  —  30
th e  p la n te r  was ve iy  much p le a se d  w ith  / t h e i r /  c o n v e rsa tio n ."
31P o lignac  a r r iv e d  a t  A lexandria  du ring  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f  Ju ly  1 .
He d id  n o t in d ic a te  in  h i s  d ia ry  whom he re p o r te d  to  fo r  d u ty , bu t he 
e v id e n tly  saw someone and le a rn e d  th a t  th e  c o u rt would n o t convene 
im m ed ia te ly . The d e lay , however, d id  n o t seem to  b o th e r  him, fo r  two 
days l a t e r ,  s o c ia l iz in g  a s  u su a l, th e  P r in c e , "d re s se d  up a s  w e ll a s  
th e  e x is t in g  c ircum stances and enforcem ent o f  a  b lockade would perm it • •
. "  and  rode "o u t in to  th e  coun try  to  see  a  Mr. F . • .  •"  The evening  
was " d iv e r s i f i e d  w ith  t a l k ,  m usic, dance, t a b le a u ,  ch arad es , and a 
dumb show, w alks, f l i r t a t i o n s ,  e tc .  • • ,"  which l a s te d  u n t i l  3 A.M., 
when th e  "company ad jou rned  to  t h e i r  beds s e v e ra l ly  n o t c o l le c t iv e ly
q o
fo r  th e  n ig h t ."
The nex t morning th e  gueste p layed  th e  o ld  American game o f  
"Simon S a y s ."  T h is  game, most fa s c in a tin g  to  c h i ld re n ,  was one which 
was p lay e d  w ith  s e v e ra l  peop le  being  le d  by one person  who gave th e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  When he s a id  "Simon says thumbs u p ,"  everyone com plied
3 QI b id .
3 1 I b i d . ,  Ju ly  1 , 1863.
32I b id . , Ju ly  3 , 1863.
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to  h i s  d i r e c t io n s .  When th e  le a d e r  gave th e  o rd er w ithou t say in g
"Simon says" and a  p la y e r  execu ted  th e  o rd er given anyway, he had made
an e r r o r  a t  which tim e a t t e n t io n  was c a l le d  to  h is  m is tak e . T h is  u su a lly
brought on g re a t la u g h te r  from a l l  th e  o th e r  p la y e rs . P o lig n ac  found
i t  tho rough ly  f a s c in a t in g ,  and no ted  th a t  th e  game in v o lv ed  "sc en e s  o f
i n t e r e s t  a tte n d e d  w ith  h ig h  g lee  and exp lo sions o f m irth  and ro a r s  o f
la u g h te r ."  One lad y  d e c la re d  th a t  i t  was "too  e x c itin g  • • • , which
33op in ion  being  concurred  by a l l  p r e s e n t ."
On th e  nex t day P o lignac  went to  th e  lo c a l  C a th o lic  ch u rch , bu t
a r r iv in g  too l a t e  to  a t te n d  s e rv ic e s ,  compensated by hav ing  d in n er w ith
th e  p r i e s t .  He enjoyed th e  company o f  th e  p r i e s t  who was " im p u lsiv e
and even f ie ry  and a t  tim es war l ik e  c a s t ."  A Yankee s o ld i e r  had t r i e d
to  tak e  th e  p r i e s t ' s  h o rse  w ithou t th e  u su a l procedure o f  s a l e ,  b u t th e
" p u c t i l io u s  clergym an tum bled him over from h is  / t h e  o f f i c e r ' s /  ho rse
and b rin g in g  th e  b a r r e l  o f  h i s  re v o lv e r  to  b ear upon him th u s  reminded
34him o f  th e  law very  f o r c ib ly ."
That evening P o lignac  a tte n d e d  an o th er p a rty  and reco rd ed  a
trium ph:
G uessing r id d le s  and conundrums. . . .  I  had th e  oppor­
tu n i ty  o f  in tro d u c in g  to  th e  company two o r th re e  enigmas 
which met w ith  unanimous app roba tion  and (from what I  had 
been le d  to  i n f e r )  may be considered  as a  foundation  w ith  
which, i f  I  choose to  b u i ld  upon i t ,  I  may e s ta b l is h  fo r  
m yself a  g re a t  r e p u ta t io n  o f w it u n le ss  I  be deceived  by 
ap pearances. • • .® 5
The fo llo w in g  evening  he sp en t w ith  Mr. Bynumj who was th e
3 3Ib id . . J u ly  4 , 1863.
3 4I b id . . J u ly  5, 1863.
35I b id .
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f a th e r  o f  two b e a u t i f u l  daughters* Smugly he no ted  th a t  " th e re  i s  a
n o tio n  p re v a i l in g  among th e  l a d ie s  h e re  t h a t  I  am engaged to  th e  G eneral*s
daugh ter • • • •"  He was te a se d , he s a id :  "very  much by fre q u e n t h in ts
36and a l lu s io n s ,  which fo r  th e  most p a r t  a re  l o s t  upon me*"
In  th e  meantime, w hile  P o lig n ac  was busy s o c ia l iz in g  i n  A lexandria , 
th e  F e d e ra ls  were d e a lin g  a  d is a s t r o u s  blow to  th e  C onfederate  s tro n g ­
h o ld s  on th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r. On J u ly  4 G rant took  V icksburg and four 
days l a t e r  P o r t  Hudson f e l l  to  G eneral Banks* With th e  opening o f  th e  
M is s is s ip p i R iv er to  Union fo rc e s , i t  was no s e c r e t  th a t  n o rth w este rn  
L o u is ian a  would be invaded—i t  was on ly  a  m a tte r  o f  time* Furtherm ore, 
thousands o f  Union tro o p s  were a v a i la b le  fo r  a  campaign a c ro ss  th e  
M iss iss ip p i*
G eneral T ay lo r, who had l e s s  th an  4,000 men, c a l le d  fo r  a d d it io n a l  
troops*  He hoped th a t  G eneral K irby Sm ith would send th e  r e c e n t ly
c re a te d  P o lignac  b rig ad e  to  h is  command. On Ju ly  14 he w rote: "Where i s
37G eneral C. J .  P o lignac*s b rigade?  I s  i t  armed and ready  fo r  se rv ic e ? "
Two days e a r l i e r  K irby Sm ith had w r i t te n  T ay lo r th a t  th e  tro o p s 
were needed to  suppo rt th e  b a t te ry  i n  th e  N a tch ito ch es area* He d id  not 
th in k  th a t  th e re  would be an a l l - o u t  in v a s io n  th a t  summer, bu t he d id  
f e a r  " c av a lry  excu rsions from e i t h e r  th e  In d ia n  coun try  o r th e  M is s is s ip p i , 11 
which might c a p tu re  va lu ab le  s to re s*  He concluded by ask in g  T ay lo r to  
send arm s, i f  p o s s ib le ,  to  th e  b rig ad e  which was proceed ing  tow ard 
N a tch ito c h es*3 8
3 6I b id *, Ju ly  7 , 1863.
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I b id . . p* 109.
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On J u ly  7 , a f t e r  le a rn in g  th a t  h i s  b rigade  was be ing  s e n t  in to
th e  f i e ld ,  P o lig n ac  w ro te: ’’Once more my f a te  i s  going to  be t e s t e d .
39I t  must be su b m itted  to  many more t e s t s  b e fo re  any th ing  can come o f  i t . "
The c o u r t -m a r t ia l  f in a l ly  convened and Colonel G erard  was found
innocen t o f  th e  charge o f  d isobey ing  o rd e rs  w hile i n  command a t  F o rt 
40De Hussy. The f o r t ,  lo c a te d  on th e  Hed R iver sou th  o f  A le x a n d ria , 
had been abandoned th e  p rev io u s  May when P o r t e r 's  gunboats moved up th e  
Hed to  A lex an d ria .
P o lignac  l e f t  fo r  S hreveport on th e  e lev en th  and a r r iv e d  th e re  
on th e  evening o f  th e  fo u r te e n th . He rem ained a t  S h reveport u n t i l  Ju ly  
17 . On th a t  d a te  he l e f t  to  jo in  h is  b rig a d e , which a t  th e  tim e  was a t  
Grand E core, a  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  on th e  Hed R iver about th re e  m ile s  from 
N a tch ito ch es .
He was to  ta k e  command o f  th e  Second Texas B rigade , which con­
s i s t e d  o f  th e  Twenty-Second Texas C avalry , th e  T h ir ty -F o u rth  Texas C avalry ,
41and th e  S even teen th  Texas C onso lidated  Dismounted C avalry . H is o rd e rs
were to  rem ain a t  Grand E core , and a f t e r  p u t t in g  th e  p la c e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f
42defense , aw ait f u r th e r  in s t r u c t io n s .
39D ia ry , J u ly  7 , 1863.
4° I b i d . ,  J u ly  15 , 1863; 0 .  H. . XXII, p t .  1 , p . 933.
41B a rr , P o lig n a c 1 s .Texas B rigade . pp. 1 , 21; 0 . R . . XVTI, p t ,  2 , 
p . 16; Rebecca W. Sm ith and Marion M u llin s , ( e d . ) ,  "The D iary  o f  H. C. 
Medford, C onfederate  S o ld ie r ,  1864." Southw estern H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly ,
XXXIV (Ju ly , 1930-Apr 11, 1931), p . 219; Marcus J .  W right, Texas i n  th e  
War 1861-1865, ed . H arold  B. Simpson (H ills b o ro , Texas: The H i l l
Ju n io r  C ollege P re s s ,  1965), pp . 120-121; Stephen B. O a tes , C onfederate  
C avalry West o f  th e  R iv e r (A ustin : U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas P re s s ,  1961),
pp . 176-177; Dudley G. Wooten, ( e d . ) ,  Comprehensive H is to ry  o f  T exas, 
1685-1897 (D a lla s :  W illiam  G. S c a r f f ,  1898), I I ,  pp . 638-640.
4 20 .  R . . XXII, p t .  1 , p . 933; I b id . .  XXVI. p t .  2 , p . 113.
CHAPTER VII
"A damn f ro g -e a tin g  Frenchman"
During th e  summer o f  1863, a f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f  V icksburg and P o rt 
Hudson, m il i ta r y  a c t iv i ty  i n  L o u is ian a  was v i r tu a l ly  a t  a  s t a n d s t i l l .  
D esp ite  th e  l u l l ,  th e  C onfederates a n t ic ip a te d  an in v a s io n  and hastened 
to  com plete f o r t i f i c a t io n s  a t  Grand Ecore and F o rt De Russy on the  Red 
R iver and F o rt Beauregard on th e  O uachita  R iver n ear th e  v i l la g e  of 
H arrisonbu rg , about fO rty  m ile s  west o f  Monroe,'*'
On Ju ly  20 P o lig n ac , charged w ith  th e  defense o f  Grand Ecore, 
a r r iv e d  a t  th e  v i l la g e  and assumed command o f  th e  Second Texas B rigade. 
P re fe r r in g  t h e i r  former commander, Colonel W illiam  H, T rad e r, the  
Texans were su sp ic io u s  o f th e  "dapper l i t t l e  Frenchman," and were r ip e  
fo r  m utiny.
The dangers o f a m utinous b rig ad e  were im m ediately apparent to  
P o lig n ac , and he moved to  q u e l l  th e  in c ip ie n t  r e b e l l io n .  Assembling th e  
o f f i c e r s  in  th e  presence o f  C olonel T rad e r, th e  P rin c e  calm ly announced 
th a t  he was honored by th e  con fidence  K irby Smith had expressed  in  him 
by g iv in g  him th e  command. He would t r y  to  j u s t i f y  t h a t  confidence , he 
s a id ,  and would work to  win th e  re s p e c t  o f  th e  b r ig a d e . The lo s s  o f  
C olonel T rader was u n d ers tandab ly  r e g r e t ta b le ,  he co n tin u ed , but duty 
re q u ire d  th a t  General K irby Sm ith*s o rd e rs  be obeyed. A ppealing to  t h e i r
1D avis, "R ichard T a y lo r ,"  L o u is ian a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly . XXIV, 
pp. 77-78*
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re s p e c t  f o r  T ra d e r, P o lignac  rem inded th e  o f f ic e r s  t h e i r  obed ience to
h is  o rd e rs  would dem onstrate  " th ey  had p ro f i te d  by h i s  / T r a d e r 's /  te a c h -
2
in g  and example*" Colonel T rad e r exp ressed  complete agreem ent w ith  
P o lig n ac* s argum ents* Convinced th a t  he had made h i s  p o in t ,  th e  P rin c e
3
d ism issed  th e  o f f ic e rs *
One week l a t e r ,  on Ju ly  27, P o lignac  moved th e  b rig a d e  to  Camp
S a lu b r ity  lo c a te d  th re e  m iles sou thw est between N a tch ito ch es  and Grand
Ecore* A f te r  e re c t in g  a  camp h o s p i t a l ,  he went to  Grand E core and
appea led  to  th e  lo c a l  c i t iz e n r y  to  o rg an ize  a  v o lu n te e r  mounted company
to  sc o u t th e  banks o f  th e  r iv e r*  In  th e  meantime th e  b rig ad e  dug
tre n c h e s  and made o th e r  ad ju stm en ts necessary  to  p u t Grand E core i n  a
4s t a t e  o f  defense*
Y/hen P o lig n ac  re tu rn e d  to  camp, he was co n fro n ted  w ith  a  d i s ­
c ip l in a r y  problem  which prom ised a  sev ere  t e s t  o f  h i s  re s o u rc e fu ln e s s  as 
a  commander* A drunken s o ld ie r  from Colonel James E* S te v e n s ' regim ent 
(Twenty-Second Texas Cavalry) had th re a te n e d  to  s ta b  a  c i v i l i a n  from 
Grand Ecore* The s o ld ie r  had been h u m ilia ted  by be ing  marched b e fo re  
th e  b r ig a d e  w earing  a  s ig n  in s c r ib e d  " g u i l ty  o f  drunkness and u n s o ld ie r -  
ly  conduct*" T h is p u b lic  h u m ilia tio n  caused an u p ro ar i n  Stevens* r e g i ­
m ent, and a f t e r  th e  p r is o n e r  was re tu rn e d  to  th e  guardhouse h i s  comrades
5
rushed  th e  sto ck ad e  and rescu ed  him,
P o lig n a c , faced  w ith  a  s e r io u s  breach o f  m i l i ta r y  d i s c ip l in e ,
^D iary , Ju ly  20, 1863*
3 I b ld .
4 I b i d . . Ju ly  21-27, 1863; 0 .  R*. XXVI, p t .  2 , p . 109.
^D iary, J u ly  28, 1863*
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and u n c e r ta in  th a t  he could " re ly  on th e  o f f i c e r s  and men o f th e  o th e r  
two reg im en ts ,"  decided  to  avoid  im m ediate a c t io n .  He d id , however,
a d v ise  Colonel S tevens th a t  he would c o n s id e r  r e m itt in g  th e  rem ainder
0
o f  th e  sen tence  i f  th e  p r iso n e r  was r e tu rn e d  to  th e  guardhouse.
A c r i s i s  was a v e rted  when th e  fo llo w in g  morning h is  o f f i c e r s  
re p o r te d  th e  p r is o n e r  had been re tu rn e d  to  th e  guardhouse and th e  d is ­
tu rb an ce  had a b a te d . Although Polignac f a i l e d  to  re c o rd  th a t  he re m itte d  
th e  rem ainder o f  th e  p r is o n e r 's  se n te n c e , he p robab ly  d id  so . He ex­
p re s se d  p le a su re  i n  th e  way he d e a lt  w ith  th e  d is tu rb a n c e ; he had main-
7
ta in e d  d is c ip l in e  w ithou t jeo p a rd iz in g  h is  p o s i t io n  w ith  th e  t ro o p s .
He l a t e r  le a rn e d  th a t  only a  few men from S te v e n s ' command had 
a c tu a l ly  been in v o lv ed  in  th e  in c id e n t ,  and. he d e liv e re d  an a d d re ss  to  
th e  o th e r  reg im en ts complimenting them fo r  n o t p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  th e
g
d is tu rb a n c e . But he a lso  lea rn ed  t h a t  many Texans o b jec ted  to  h is
command because he was a  fo re ig n e r and th a t  th e  r e b e ls  had been encouraged
9by t h e i r  o f f i c e r s .  One o f f ic e r  who o b je c te d  to  him "a s  being  one o f  
th e  ro y a l fam ily  and l ik e ly  to  co n sp ire  a g a in s t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  th e  
c o u n try , " 1 0  a p p a re n tly  f a i le d  to  reco g n ize  th e  iro n y  o f  h is  o p p b s itio n  
to  th e  P r in c e . P o lignac  recognized th a t  d is s e n s io n  a t  th e  command le v e l  
would le a d  to  a  h igh  d e se r tio n  r a te ;  in d eed  on one day, August 4 , some 
fo r ty  men f le d  th e  camp.
On August 6 , th e  P rin ce  re c e iv e d  o rd e rs  from G eneral T ay lo r to
6I b id .
7 I b id .
8I b i d . ,  J u ly  30, 1863.
Q
I b i d . ,  August 1 , 1863.
10I b id .
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move th e  b rig ad e  to  A lex an d ria , Making th e  journey to  A lex an d ria  down 
th e  Bed R iver by s team er, th e  b rig ad e  a r r iv e d  b efo re  noon on Sunday,
August 7 , Some tim e between August 8-16 a  permanent camp s i t e  was e s­
ta b l is h e d  In  a  p in e  woods about e ig h tee n  m iles  so u th  o f  A lexand ria  on 
Bayou Clear*
With h i s  tro o p s  In  b ivouac , P o lignac  had tim e to  meet some lad y  
f r ie n d s , i d e n t i f i e d  i n  h is  d ia ry  a s  "m iss S*, Miss Q*, and M iss S* 0* , 
and S* 0*, and T u t t i  Q u a n til ,"  whom he found a s  p le a sa n t a s  " n ig h t ,  
beau ty , d re s s , and a  g la s s  o f  Champagne could  make them* * *
On August 15 , seven teen  d e s e r te r s  were brought in to  th e  camp, and 
P o lignac o rdered  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  a  guardhouse* The guardhouse was a  
crude s t r u c tu r e  made o f  s ta k e s  fo u rte e n  f e e t  h igh  which formed a  c i r c l e
12te n  fe e t  in  d iam eter* The s o ld ie r s  jo k in g ly  r e f e r r e d  to  i t  a s  th e  "jug*"
A c o n s tan t r a i n  p ro h ib ite d  much a c t iv i t y  fo r  s e v e ra l  days, bu t
X3between showers P o lig n ac  was a b le  to  d r i l l  h is  b rigade  fo r  a  few h o u rs .
In  th e  meantime P o lignac  re c e iv e d  o rd e rs  to  a t te n d  a  c o u r t -m a r t ia l
o f  G eneral Henry Hopkins S ib ley  who had been charged w ith  d isobed ience
14o f  o rd e rs  and u n o f f ic e r - l ik e  conduct* However, co n fro n ted  w ith  th e
nagging problem o f  d e s e r t io n  and d iso rd e r  i n  th e  b r ig a d e , P o lig n ac  f e l t
th a t  i t  was n ecessa ry  to  rem ain w ith  h is  tro o p s  and w rote d iv is io n  head-
15q u a r te r s  re q u e s tin g  to  be re l ie v e d  o f  t h i s  added duty*
1 1 I b ld . ■ August 8 -16 , 1863.
V i ,  August 19, 1863*
TO
Ib id * , August 19-25 , 1863*
14I b i d . ,  August 17 , 1863* For th e  te x t  o f  charges and th e  f in d ­
in g s  o f  th e  c o u r t ,  which were "n o t g u i l ty ,"  see 0 . R .* XV, p t .  1 , pp* 
1093-1095.
15D iary, August 17 , 1863*
His re q u e s t was den ied  fo r  on August 26 he was o rdered  to  proceed
to  O pelousas w ithout delay  fo r  th e  c o u rt-m a rtia l*  P o lignac  a r r iv e d  in
O pelousas e a r ly  on th e  morning o f  August 27. He met G eneral A lfred
16Mouton who he s a id  looked " l ik e  a  l io n :  d a rk , t a l l ,  and handsome,"
and G eneral John G* W alker, p re s id e n t  o f  th e  c o u r t -m a r t ia l ,  whom he l a t e r  
d e sc rib e d  a s  a  man " o f  sound judgem ent" who was "alw ays p e r f e c t ly  s e l f -  
possessed  • • • * " ^
The c o u r t-m a r tia l  opened im m ediately  on th e  day o f  Polignac*s 
a r r i v a l ,  and rem ained in  s e s s io n  f o r  th e  n ex t two days. The th i r d  
s e s s io n  ended on S a tu rday , whereupon th e  c o u rt ad journed  to  th e  follow ­
in g  Monday. 3’8
On August 29 a s  th e  c o u rt ad jou rned , news came o f  F edera l o f­
fe n s iv e s  in  so u th e rn  Arkansas and n o r th e rn  L o u is ian a  and o f  a F edera l 
fo rce  under John D. S tevenson, c o n s is t in g  o f  some 6,000 men who were
th re a te n in g  Monroe. G eneral P au l 0 .  H efcert's  command a t  Monroe d id  not
19exceed 1 ,0 0 0  c av a lry  and th r e e  b a t t e r i e s  o f  a r t i l l e r y .
P o lignac*s b rig ad e  was o rd e re d  to  be i n  re a d in e s s  to  move toward
Monroe. The P rin c e  exp ressed  concern  about th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  always
p u ll in g  to g e th e r  th e  s c a t te r e d  fo rc e s  from a l l  over th e  departm ent to
meet th e  F ed e ra l a t ta c k s .  He s a id :  " i f  we don*t make one army out o f
th e  tro o p s  now in  A rkansas, L o u is ia n a , and Texas we s h a l l  be overwhelmed
20and lo s e  th e  departm ent."
1 6 I b i d . ,  August 27, 1863.
1 7 I b id . . September 10 , 1863.
1 8I b id . , August 29, 1863.
1 9I b id .
20I b id .
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B e tte r  news came th e  nex t day* G eneral T ay lo r le a rn e d  t h a t  th e
number o f  F e d e ra ls  I n  th e  Monroe a re a  had been exaggera ted  and decided
21to  keep P o lig n ac  *s b rig ad e  n ear A lex an d ria .
P o lig n ac  was anxious to  r e tu r n  to  th e  f i e l d ,  fo r  se rv in g  on th e  
c o u r t-m a r t ia l  was b o rin g ; on s e v e ra l  occasions he in d ic a te d  t h a t  he 
hoped th a t  th e  t r i a l  would ad jo u rn  q u ic k ly . L ate  i n  th e  evening on
August 30, w h ile  rec o rd in g  th e  ev en ts  o f  th e  day in  h i s  d ia ry , he r e ­
c a l le d  th a t  e x a c tly  one y e a r  e a r l i e r  he had taken  p a r t  i n  th e  b a t t l e  o f
Richmond, K entucky. He concluded w ith : "Oh! fo r  a n o th e r  day l i k e  t h a t ,
22fo r  y e a rs  o f  days l i k e  t h a t ! !  and th en  r e s t  and e n jo y ."
On Septem ber 4 he no ted  th a t  " th e  t r i a l  goes slow ly  b u t s u r e ly ."
A lthough bored  w ith  m il i ta ry  d u t ie s ,  P o lignac found some com pensation
in  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  During h i s  s ta y  in  Opelousas he made s e v e ra l  new
a cq u a in tan c e s— some o f  whom were l a d i e s .  In  d e sc r ib in g  a  t y p ic a l  day,
he w rote: " c o u r tm a r t ia l in g , / s i c /  m athem atizing, re a d in g  and w alking
23w ith  l a d i e s ,  embody th e  t r a n s a c t io n s  o f  th e  day. • • •"
One n ig h t  he a tte n d e d  a  b a l l  a t  th e  V arie ty  T h e a te r  i n  O pelousas.
On t h i s  o ccas io n :
The Beauty o f  O pelousas and Washington were m a rsh a llin g
f o r th  i n  two r i v a l  camps, a  most gorgeous array on bo th  s id e s ,
t r y in g  t h e i r  b e s t  to  ou t t a l k ,  ou t dance, o u t s h in e , ou t f l i r t ,  
ou t d ash , ou t smash, and l a s t  but no t l e a s t  to  ou t w it each 
o th e r  and th e  same r iv a l r y  which was to  be observed  between 
bo th  's e t s *  was k ep t up between th e  com batants i n  each s e t ,  
every  one f ig h t in g  a s  th e  term  i s  *on h e r own h o o k !
23T b ld . . August 30, 1863.
2 2I b i d i.
23I b i d #» September 8 , 1863#
24'Ibid# 9 September 4$ 1863#
I t  was no t u n t i l  Septem ber 11 th a t  S ib ley  was found ’’no t g u i l ty "  
to  a l l  charges and th e  c o u r t-m a r t ia l  adjourned* The n ex t day P o lignac  
was o rdered  to  r e jo in  h is  tro o p s  i n  c e n t r a l  L ouisiana* He im m ediately 
l e f t  O pelousas and on th e  f i f t e e n t h  a r r iv e d  a t  h is  b r ig a d e 's  camp lo c a te d
in  a  p ine  woods about tw enty-tw o m ile s  up th e  N atch itoches Hoad on Bayou
25Hapldes* I t  appeared th a t  P o lig n ac* s b rig ad e  would soon see  combat, 
fo r  w hile he was a t  O pelousas th e r e  was in c re a s e d  m i l i ta r y  a c t iv i t y  in  
th e  s ta te *
The Union high command, f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r a th e r  th a n  m il i ta ry  re a ­
so n s , had decided  to  send tro o p s  to  Texas a s  a  show o f  fo rce  a g a in s t th e  
French who were d isp a tc h in g  tro o p s  to  Mexico* To many Americans t h i s  
in te rv e n t io n  o f  a  European power i n  Mexico v io la te d  th e  Monroe D octrine* 
The c r i s i s  i n  Mexico a ro se  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  M exico 's r e f u s a l  to  pay i t s  
d eb ts  to  bankers in  S pain , E ngland, and France* Those th re e  n a tio n s  
were determ ined to  c o l le c t  th e  d e b ts  by fo rce  i f  n e ce ssa ry , and by 
Jan u ary , 1862, they  had landed  tro o p s  on th e  Mexican coast* But no 
m il i ta r y  a c t io n  was taken ; in s te a d  n e g o tia t io n s  were opened w ith  th e  
Mexican government and f iv e  months l a t e r  Spain  and England, s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  th e  Mexican prom ise to  honor i t s  d e b ts , w ithdrew  t h e i r  fo rces*  How­
e v e r , Napoleon I I I ,  th e  French Emperor, n o t only  re fu se d  to  withdraw h is  
tro o p s , b u t in c re a se d  t h e i r  number to  25,000* He hoped to  carve  a  French 
p ro te c te d  em pire i n  th e  W estern Hemisphere* N apoleon 's fo rc e s , making 
war on th e  Mexican g u e r r i l l a s ,  had by June, 1863, a f t e r  heavy f ig h t in g ,  
occupied Mexico City*
25
I b id . * Septem ber 1 1 -1 5 , 1 8 6 3 .
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The U nited  S ta te s  made l i t t l e  p r o te s t  a g a in s t  th e  French i n t e r ­
v e n tio n  u n t i l  September) 1863. At th a t  tim e , w ith  rum ors c i r c u la t in g  
th a t  th e  French m ight s e iz e  Texas, S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  W illiam  A. Seward 
warned th e  French th a t  th e  U nited S ta te s  would en fo rce  th e  Monroe Doc­
t r i n e ;  and he h in te d  th a t  a  c o l l i s io n  betw een th e  two c o u n tr ie s  m ight 
r e s u l t  i f  th e  French con tinued  t h e i r  in te r v e n t io n  in  Mexico*
A ccord ing ly , G eneral H alleck  o rd e re d  G enera l Banks to  occupy 
v a rio u s  p o in ts  i n  Texas* E arly  in  Septem ber Banks s e n t  Major G eneral 
W illiam  B* F ra n k lin  w ith  a  fo rce  to  Sabine P a s s ,  a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  
Sabine Diver* T his r i v e r  marking a n a tu r a l  boundary between Texas and 
L o u is ia n a , flowed from e a s t  Texas to  th e  G ulf o f  Mexico* The proposed 
ex p e d itio n  was abandoned when a  sm all fo rc e  o f  C o n fed era te s , a f t e r  
s in k in g  s e v e ra l  s h ip s ,  drove o f f  th e  F e d e ra l f l e e t  th a t  had assem bled 
a t  Sabine P ass  to  t r a n s p o r t  th e  tro o p s  u p r iv e r  in to  th e  Lone S ta r  S ta te*  
Banks, haying  abandoned th e  a ttem p t to  invade Texas by way o f  
th e  Sabine D iv e r, decided  th a t  he could  accom plish  th e  same o b je c t iv e  by 
ta k in g  a n o th e r  rou te*  He would move h i s  t ro o p s  up th e  Teche to  L a fa y e tte
o r  V erm illion  and th en  march 300 m iles westward a c ro ss  th e  p r a i r i e s  o f
26L o u is ian a  in to  e a s t  Texas*
A ccord ing ly , in  e a r ly  O ctober G eneral F ra n k lin , w ith  20,000 men, 
moved from Berwick Bay up th e  Teche* D ichard  T a y lo r , w ith  a  fo rce  o f  
11,000 men, cou ld  only delay  th e  enemy's advance* By th e  tim e th e
AC
W in ters , C iv il  War in  L o u is ia n a , p* 296; D avis, "D iehard  
T a y lo r ,"  L o u is ian a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly * XXIV, pp« 78-79; John D im itry , 
L o u is ia n a . X o f  C onfederate  M ilita ry  H is to ry  (New York: A* S* Barnes
and Co*, I n c . ,  1962), pp* 104-105*
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c a u tio u s  F rank lin  reach ed  th e  upper Teche co u n try , " th e  w aters in  th e
27bayous were a t  low s ta g e  and no lo n g er s u i ta b le  fo r  n a v ig a tio n ."
F ra n k lin , c o n s tan tly  h a ra sse d  by T ay lo r*s fo rc e s , decided to  abandon
h is  second attem pt to  invade  T exas. A fte r  occupying O pelousas, he
28re tu rn e d  back down th e  Teche to  New I b e r ia .
The C onfederates had su c c e s s fu lly  p reven ted  an in v as io n  o f n o r th
L o u is ian a  and Texas. And th ey  im m ediately reoccup ied  Opelousas a f t e r
th e  F ed era ls  d e se r te d  th e  tow n. With t h e i r  l in e s  extending  below th e
town, th e  C onfederates h e ld  a l l  th e  t e r r i t o r y  n o r th  o f  O pelousas. Both
com batants made r a id s  in to  th e  reg io n s  h e ld  by th e  enemy, hoping, th e r e -
29by to  extend t h e i r  l i n e s  d eeper in to  each o th e r 's  t e r r i t o r y .
For the  rem ainder o f  th e  y e a r th e re  were no im portan t m il i ta ry  
o p e ra tio n s  in  L o u is ia n a . The C onfederates t r i e d  to  ho ld  what they  
had , extend th e i r  l i n e s  i f  p o s s ib le ,  and p reven t th e  F edera ls  from 
making fu r th e r  in t r u s io n s  in to  th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  th e  s t a t e .
Host o f th e  m i l i ta r y  a c t i v i t y ,  i n  th e  form o f  sk irm ishes and 
r a i d s ,  took p lace  a lo n g  th e  upper Teche, and th e  A tchafalaya  and M iss is ­
s ip p i  R ivers . S ince l a t e  summer T ay lo r had kep t a  fo rce  o f a r t i l l e r y  
and c av a lry  along th e  M is s is s ip p i  from th e  mouth o f  th e  Red down below
th e  town o f  Morganza, a  d is ta n c e  o f  about t h i r t y  m ile s . These tro o p s
30s e r io u s ly  in te r f e r e d  w ith  th e  enemy's u se  o f  th e  r i v e r .
27W inters, C iv i l  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p . 298.
2 8Ib id .
29Davis, "R ichard  T a y lo r ,"  L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  Q u a rte r ly . XXIV, 
p . 80; W inters, C iv il  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p . 299.
30Ib id . : T a y lo r , D e s tru c tio n  and R eco n s tru c tio n , p . 149; D im itry , 
L o u is ia n a , pp, 104-105.
P o lignac*e  b rig ad e  d id  no t tak e  p a r t  i n  th e  m il i ta r y  o p e ra tio n s  
a g a in s t  th e  F ed e ra ls  i n  Septem ber. When P o lig n ac  a r r iv e d  a t  h is  camp 
n e a r  A lexand ria  on September 15, he found th a t  m orale i n  th e  b rig ad e  had 
n o t im proved. The men were not y e t  ready fo r  com bat. I n  f a c t ,  d e se r tio n  
had been so e x ten siv e  du rin g  h is  absence th a t  G eneral T ay lo r considered  
b re a k in g  up th e  command and d is t r ib u t in g  th e  reg im en ts  among th e  o th e r  
b r ig a d e s  o f  W alker's  d iv is io n .  P o lig n ac , eag e r to  r e t a in  h is  command, 
ro d e  in to  A lexandria  to  d isc u ss  th e  m a tte r  w ith  G eneral W alker. Walker 
a s s u re d  him th a t  he would tak e  h is  " in te r e s t  i n  hand, adding very
31c o u rte o u s ly , because th ey  a re  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  D iv is io n !"
S a t i s f ie d  w ith  W alker's  a ssu ran ce , P o lig n ac  e v id e n tly  made no 
e f f o r t  to  Improve c o n d itio n s  in  th e  b r ig a d e . He seems to  have been 
com ple te ly  unaware th a t  he should  have o r  even cou ld  have done any th ing  
to  improve th e  m orale o f  th e  b rig ad e . Camp l i f e  bored th e  P rin c e ; he 
had alw ays re fu se d  to  spend any more tim e w ith  th e  tro o p s  th an  he thought 
a b s o lu te ly  n e ce ssa ry . I n  fa c t th e re  was n o th in g  wrong w ith  th e  b rig ad e ; 
i t  was th e  b r ig a d e 's  commander who was a t  f a u l t .  P o lignac  re fu se d  to  
lo o k  a f t e r  th e  i n t e r e s t  and w elfare  o f h is  t ro o p s ;  h is  only concern  was 
t h a t  he n o t lo s e  th e  command. I t  i s  s u rp r is in g  th a t  he was unable to  
se e  t h a t  i n  i t s  p re se n t c o n d itio n  th e  b rig ad e  would be worth l i t t l e  
sh o u ld  i t  be c a l le d  on to  face  th e  enemy on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .
An example o f  P o l ig n a c 's  apparen t d i s i n t e r e s t  and unconcern fo r  
h i s  men can be found i n  th e  September 18 e n try  o f  h i s  d ia ry . The only
31D ia r y , Septem ber 17 , 1863*
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excitem ent o f  th e  day th a t  had "dragged a long  q u ie t ly ,"  he w ro te , was
th e  c ap tu re  o f  two s q u i r r e l s  hy some o f  h is  men* A ccording to  P o lig n ac ,
th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  men c a p tu r in g  th e  s q u i r r e l s  rem inded him o f  scenes o f
32h is  ch ildhood  in  Germany.
The P r in c e  sim ply was no t ta k in g  h is  job s e r io u s ly ;  he s t i l l
thought to  be a  good commander a l l  he had to  do was le a d  dash ing  charges
on th e  b a t t l e f i e ld *  W ith such a  commander i t  i s  l i t t l e  wonder th a t
m orale was bad and th a t  th e re  were many d e se r tio n s  i n  th e  b rig a d e .
P o lig n ac  r e ta in e d  th e  command, bu t th e  d e s e r t io n s  co n tin u ed ,
and on Septem ber 21 he went to  G eneral Walker a g a in , t h i s  tim e ask in g
fo r c av a lry  because he su sp ec ted  th a t  th e re  soon would be mass le a v e s  
33in  h is  brigade*
A company in  C olonel Alm erine M* A lexander*s (T h ir ty -F o u rth  
Texas C avalry) reg im en t, su sp ec ted  by Po lignac  o f  jo in in g  th e  d e s e r te r s ,  
was p laced  on p ic k e t  duty* He o rd ered  th e  c a p ta in  to  " s ta c k  arms and 
p i le  a l l  th e  k n ap sack s,"  knowing, he s a id , th a t  th e  would-be d e s e r te r s ,
"would n o t le a v e  w ith o u t ta k in g  t h e i r  knapsacks and • • • they  would no t 
f i l l  t h e i r  knapsacks when se n t on p ic k e t•"  A guard was p laced  over th e  
arms and knapsacks and t h i s  l a s t  a c t  "caused  th e  g r e a te s t  excitem ent 
and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  among th e  t r o o p s ." 3*
The o f f i c e r s  o f  A le x an d e r 's  regim ent were o u trag ed  a t  th e  thought
3 ^ Ib id .  * Septem ber 18, 1863*
3 3 I b id . , Septem ber 22, 1863.
3* I b id .
th a t  they  were d is t r u s te d  and had to  be p reven ted  from running  away.
They a ls o  fe a re d  th a t  news o f  th e  in c id e n t  m ight be heard  a t  home and
35ta r n i s h  t h e i r  image w ith  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  and n e ig h b o rs . In  an angry 
g e s tu re  o f  p ro te s t  th e se  o f f i c e r s  p laced  t h e i r  swords on th e  s ta c k s  and 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  they  would be removed on ly  a f t e r  th e  o rd e r  was re sc in d e d .
That n ig h t d isc o n te n t reached  i t s  peak . A man named Cummings, 
a  drummer in  S tev en s ' reg im ent) was a r r e s te d  by o rd e r o f  General Walker 
fo r  w r it in g  a  l e t t e r  to  a  f r ie n d  in  Joseph W. S p e ig h t 's  b rigade t e l l i n g  
o f  a  p ro je c te d  d e se r t io n  which he planned to  jo in .  The l e t t e r  d id  no t
reach  th e  in ten d ed  r e c e iv e r  because he had a lre a d y  d e se r te d . I t  was
36opened and Cummings was a r r e s te d .
Pandemonium broke ou t i n  th e  camp. In  th e  evening  two b ro th e rs )
J .  A. and John Vowely le d  a  crowd o f  men from A le x an d e r 's  regim ent
toward th e  guardhouse, p lan n in g  to  re scu e  Cummings. A f te r  co n sid erab le
d is o rd e r  and n o ise  they  stopped  a t  th e  foo t o f  th e  h i l l  where P o lignac»s
te n t  was lo c a te d . The crowd, d e s p i te  ap p ea ls  from th e  Vowel b ro th e rs ,
re fu se d  to  advance on t h e i r  commander's q u a r te r s .  The n o ise  la s te d
n e a r ly  h a l f  an hour but g ra d u a lly  d ied  down a s  th e  men d r i f te d  o f f  to  
37t h e i r  t e n t s .
During th e  d is tu rb a n c e  P o lig n ac  o rd ered  one company from th e  
S even teen th  Texas to  guard th e  s to c k ad e , bu t th e  company assembled so 
slow ly th a t  th e  p r iso n e r  was l e f t  w ith  th e  u su a l sm all guard.
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The P r in c e , u n c e r ta in  what course  he should ta k e ,  v a c i l l a te d  between
jo in in g  th e  Seven teen th  Texas, which might encourage th e  men to  r i o t ,  o r
38rem ain ing  in  h is  ten t*  He f in a l ly  decided no t to  show him self*
L a te r  he expressed  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  h is  d e c is io n , r e a l iz in g  th a t  
he had o v e rra te d  th e  danger o f  th e  up rising*  I t  had been l im ite d  to  a  
sm a ll group o f  men, and h i s  p resence  had no t been necessary*  The P rin ce  
n o ted  th a t  such experim ents " a re  hazardous a s  th ey  may r e s u l t  i n  lo s s  
o f  a u th o r i ty  • • • e s p e c ia l ly  when i t  i s  dark  and men can s h e l te r  t h e i r  
d isobed ience  under cover o f n ig h t ,  which in s u re s  im p u rity  to  t h e i r  
g u i l t . " 39
The nex t morning he was inform ed by C olonel John H* Caudle o f
A le x a n d e rs  reg im ent th a t  th e  o f f ic e r s  re fu se d  to  ta k e  t h e i r  arms from
th e  s tack s*  P o lignac  o rdered  Caudle not to  d iv u lg e  h is  knowledge o f
th e  b reach  o f  d is c ip l in e  and to  r e tu rn  to  th e  reg im en t, o rd e r i t  to  th e
40d r i l l  f i e l d ,  and " i f  th e  o f f ic e r s  re fu se d , to  march on w ithou t them ."
Assem bling th e  men, P o lignac  expressed  aston ishm en t t h a t  h is
o rd e r  to  s ta c k  guns and knapsacks had caused such d is s a t is f a c t io n *  I t
was, he s a id ,  only  a  measure designed to  keep o rd e r  i n  camp and was fo r
t h e i r  p ro te c tio n *  I f  t h e i r  arms had been l o s t ,  th ey  would have to
re im burse  th e  government fo r  th e  l o s s .  M oreover, he s a id ,  th e  country
was f i l l e d  w ith  jay  hawkers who would be g lad  to  arm them selves a t  
41t h e i r  expense. He in s i s t e d  th a t  i f  they  were "o ffen d ed  a t  what they
3 8I b id .
3 9 I b i d .
4 0I b id .
41Ib id *
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considered  a s  a  s lu r  on them ,” h i s  " f e e l in g s  were h u rt"  by th e  b e l i e f
th a t  he thought them d is lo y a l .  S eeing  th a t  th e  speech was hav ing  th e
d e s ire d  e f f e c t ,  P o lig n ac  concluded by t e l l i n g  them o f  " th e i r  duty  and
42
s a id  they  would probab ly  tak e  th e  f i e l d  soon ."
A f te r  a d d re ss in g  S te v en s ' regim ent in  th e  same way, P o lig n ac  ob­
ta in e d  a  g e n e ra l o rd e r  from G eneral Walker d ir e c t in g  th a t  a l l  arms were
43to  be s tack ed  and guarded in  th e  whole d iv is io n .  The P rin c e  had made 
h is  p o in t and a t  th e  same tim e th e  s p i r i t  o f  in su b o rd in a tio n  and d i s ­
s a t i s f a c t io n  was q u e lle d , a t  l e a s t  te m p o ra r ily .
The n ex t day, September 22, G eneral Walker se n t Cummings back to  
P o lig n ac , say in g  th a t  th e  s o l d i e r 's  l e t t e r  "was n o t s u f f i c i e n t  to  t r y  him
fo r  trea so n  o r e x ecu tio n  fo r  d e s e r t io n ."  P o lignac was shocked to  f in d
4 4
th a t  Cummings was a  "mere boy . . .  e v id e n tly  f r ig h te n e d  to  d e a th ."
The fa c t  th a t  he was shocked to  le a rn  th a t  Cummings was a  "mere boy" 
shows how l i t t l e  he knew about h i s  command. He was no t i n te r e s te d  in  
g e tt in g  to  know th e  men in  h is  b r ig a d e .
N e v e rth e le ss , th e  P rin c e  was equal to  th e  o ccasio n . In  an i n t e r ­
view in  h is  t e n t  w ith  Cummings, P o lignac  to ld  th e  youngster he was g u i l ty ,  
bu t added th a t  due to  h is  age he would have mercy on him, e x p la in in g  th a t  
th e  l e t t e r ,  th e  only  evidence o f  g u i l t ,  was i n  h is  p o ssessio n  and th a t
he would t e a r  i t  up i n  f ro n t  o f  him. A f te r  th e  P rin ce  to re  up th e  l e t t e r ,
45Cummings c r ie d  and prom ised th a t  he would never again  c o n s id e r d e s e r t io n .
42I b id .
43I b id .
44I b id .
45I b id .
The co n v ersa tio n  was h eard  by th e  guard s ta t io n e d  o u ts id e  
P o l ig n a c 's  te n t*  He had been p la n te d  by th e  P rin c e  to  make c e r ta in  the
46s to r y  o f  h is  le n ie n c y  would f in d  i t s  way back to  th e  r e s t  o f th e  troops* 
The d e se r t io n s  co n tin u ed , but th e re  were no more v io le n t  o u tb reak s in  
th e  camp*
In  l a t e  September Banks s e n t  an e x p e d itio n  a g a in s t  th e  Confeder­
a te s  who were in te r f e r in g  w ith F ed e ra l sh ip p in g  on th e  M iss iss ip p i*  To 
meet t h i s  new t h r e a t ,  General T ay lo r , on Septem ber 25, o rdered  G eneral 
W alker*s d iv is io n ,  in c lu d in g  P o lig n ac* s b r ig a d e , to  move from c e n tr a l  
L o u is ian a  to  th e  v ic in i ty  o f Morganza to  r e in f o r c e  th e  C onfederates along
th e  r i v e r ,  and to  p rev en t any a ttem p ted  in v a s io n  o f  th e  s t a te  by way o f  
47th e  Red River*
From A lex an d ria , W alker's  d iv is io n  marched in  a  so u th e a s te r ly
d i r e c t io n ,  a lo n g  th e  r ig h t  bank o f  Bayou B oeuf, p a ss in g  through th e  towns
o f  Lacompte and C heneyville  and down to  th e  v i l la g e  o f  E vergreen , which
48was lo c a te d  on th e  r ig h t  bank o f  Bayou Rouge* Bayou Rouge flowed in to
th e  A tchafa laya  n e a r M organ's F e rry , abou t fo r ty  m ile s  west o f  E vergreen .
P o lignac  w ith  h is  b rigade  marched a t  th e  head o f  th e  column,
which moved slow ly  because: " th e  road  was exceed ing ly  dusty  and very
se v e re  on th e  f e e t  o f  th e  s o ld ie r s ,  bad ly  shod fo r  th e  most* The ho t
d u st d riv en  th rough  th e  seams o f  t h e i r  shoes by p e rs p ir in g  would r a i s e
49b l i s t e r s  on t h e i r  sk in*" Because th e  day was warm, and most o f  th e
46I b id .
47I b id . , September 25, 1863*
48I b id . . September 28, 1863*
49
I b id . . September 27, 1863*
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C onfederates were unaccustom ed to  long  m arches, Polignac " h a l te d  th e  
column fo r  10 o r  15 / s i c /  m inutes a f t e r  every hour o r hour and a  h a l f 's  
m a rc h ." ^
Three days l a t e r  th e  d iv is io n  reached  Evergreen where G eneral
Walker l e f t  P o lig n a c 's  "b rig ad e  to  guard h is  r e a r  from a  p o s s ib le  move-
51ment o f  th e  enemy from Sim m esport. . . . "  The town o f  Simmesport was
lo c a te d  about e ig h tee n  m ile s  e a s t  o f  Evergreen on th e  A tchafa laya  R iv e r,
a  sh o r t  d is tan c e  from i t s  ju n c tu re  w ith  th e  Red R iv er. G eneral W alker
and th e  rem ainder o f  th e  d iv is io n  moved on th e  M organ's F erry  on to :
52A tch afa lay a , t h i r t y  m ile s  so u th  o f  Simmesport.
At E vergreen P o lig n ac  im m ediately made arrangem ents to  p u t th e
v i l la g e  "beyond th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s u rp r is e "  a t ta c k .  P ic k e ts  o f
cav a lry  and in f a n t r y  were s e t  ou t on th e  th r e e  roads lea d in g  from
Evergreen to  Sim m esport. As an added p re c a u tio n , th e  P rin ce  d isp a tc h ed
mounted p a tro ls  each day to  sco u t th e  roads fo r  s ig n s  o f  enemy a c t i v i t y  
53in  th e  a re a . The b rig ad e  rem ained in  th e  v ic in i ty  o f  E vergreen u n t i l  
m id-O ctober.
From m id-O ctober u n t i l  e a r ly  December, T a y lo r 's  fo rc e s , in c lu d in g  
P o lig n a c 's  b r ig a d e , were c o n s ta n tly  on th e  move in  e a s te rn  L o u is ia n a  
between Bayou Teche and th e  M iss is s ip p i R iv e r , a s  T aylor sought to
50 Ib id .
51I b id . ,  Septem ber 28, 1863.
52Ib id .
53Ib id . , September 29 , 1863.
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f o r e s t a l l  any o ffe n s iv e  th a t  he though t m ight develop in  th e  re g io n .
On O ctober 18 , n ear th e  s e ttle m e n t o f  M oundville, on Bayou 
C oudric, G eneral T ay lo r merged P o lignac*s u n i t  w ith  Colonel Joseph W. 
S p e ig h t 's  b r ig a d e . These combined fo rc e s  became a c o n so lid a te d  b rig ad e  
composed o f  th e  F if te e n th  Texas B a tta l io n ,  and th e  Twenty-Second, th e
54T w en ty -F irs t and th e  T h ir ty -F o u rth  Texas Dismounted C avalry reg im en ts .
P o lig n a c , because o f  h i s  rank , re c e iv e d  command o f  th e  b r ig a d e .
Unimpressed w ith  t h e i r  new commander, th e  Texans "sw ore th a t  a
damn f ro g -e a tin g  Frenchman w ith  a  name they  cou ld  n o t pronounce, and
55whose o rd e rs  they  cou ld  no t understand  would never command them ." Some
Texans c a l le d  him "co ldnack ,"  o th e r s  d i s to r te d  h is  name, pronouncing i t
56" p o le c a t ,"  and would ho ld  t h e i r  noses whenever he was n e a r .
G eneral T ay lo r went to  th e  camp and p o in te d  ou t th e  consequences
o f  d isobed ience  to  th e  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t added th a t  i f  they  were d i s s a t i s f ie d
w ith  P o lignac  a f t e r  an  engagement, he would th en  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to
a n o th e r command. I n  T a y lo r 's  w ords, " o rd e r  was re s to re d  bu t i t  was up
h i l l  work fo r  G eneral Po lignac fo r  sometime, n o t w ith s tan d in g  h is
57p a tie n c e  and good tem per."
54I b id . . O ctober 18, 1863; B a rr, P o lig n ac* s Texas B rig ad e , p . 29; 
Cooper K. Ragan, ( e d . ) ,  "The D iary o f  C ap ta in  George W. O 'B rie n , 1863," 
Southw estern  H is to r ic a l  Q u a rte r ly . LXVII (O ctober, 1967), pp . 420-421;
T ay lo r, D es tru c tio n  and R e co n s tru c tio n , pp . 183-184; W right, A Southern 
G ir l  i n  *61. pp . 92-93 .
^ W rig h t, A Southern G ir l  i n  *61. p p . 92-93.
Cfi
I b i d . ;  John Q. Anderson ( e d . ) ;, Campaigning w ith  P a rs o n 's  Texas 
C avalry B rigade . CSA (H illsb o ro , Texas: The H i l l  Ju n io r  C o llege P re s s ,
1957), p .  133.
57T ay lo r, D estru c tio n  and R e c o n s tru c tio n , p . 151.
E v id e n tly  P o lig n a c , fo r  th e  f i r s t  t in e ,  r e a l iz e d  th a t  he was 
about to  lo s e  h is  brigade*  T ay lo r had in  e f f e c t  to ld  th e  o f f i c e r s  
th a t  i f  P o lig n ac  f a i l e d  to  ga in  t h e i r  re s p e c t  and confidence he would 
be removed* The French a r i s t o c r a t 's  fu tu re  was to  be determ ined by 
h i s  own men. H is c a re e r  was on th e  l in e  and he would have to  change— 
no t th e  men o f  th e  brigade*  To lo se  th e  b rig ad e  would mean th a t  he 
was a  f a i l u r e  a s  a  commander, and th e  p ro sp e c ts  o f  f a i lu r e  must have 
shocked th e  P r in c e , fo r  he im m ediately moved to  improve c o n d itio n s  
in  h is  command*
He was inform ed by th e  b r ig a d e 's  co lonel*  James E* H a rriso n ,
th a t  th e  tro o p s  were d isc o n te n te d  and dem oralized because th e  o f f i c e r s
took  no i n i t i a t i v e ,  were o f te n  a b se n t, and d id  no t en fo rce  d is c ip lin e *
Moreover, he added, th e  b rigade  was p lagued by i l l n e s s  and many
58s o ld ie r s  needed shoes and c lo thes*
F!rom O ctober 21-26 th e  b rig ad e  h e ld  i t s e l f  in  re a d in e s s  to  go
to  th e  a id  o f  th e  C onfederate  sk irm ish e rs  in  th e  Opelousas area*
During t h i s  in te r im  P o l ig n a c 's  r e l a t io n s  w ith  h is  tro o p s  improved*
E v id en tly  heed ing  H a r r is o n 's  ad v ic e , th e  P rin c e  pa id  more a t t e n t io n  to
th e  w e lfa re  o f  h is  men* H enceforth , he seems to  have r e a l iz e d  th e
n e c e s s ity  o f  spending a s  much tim e as p o s s ib le  w ith  h is  brigade*
One day a s  he rode  up to  in s p e c t  some tro o p s on p ic k e t  duty  he
was g re e te d  w ith  lo u d  c h ee rs  by th e  men o f  th e  Seventeenth  Texas* When
59he in q u ire d  th e  rea so n , th ey  r e p l ie d  th a t  they  were g lad  to  see  him*
58B a rr , P o l ig n a c 's  Texas B rigade , p* 29*
59D iary , October 24, 1863.
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An I n t e l l i g e n t  man, P o lignac  must have r e a l iz e d  th a t  h i s  p resence  had
im proved h is  m en's morale*
In  l a t e  November P o lignac was d ire c te d  to  le a d  an ex p ed itio n  to
Red R iver Landing, te n  m ile s  west o f  Simmesport where th e  Red flow s in to
th e  M iss iss ip p i*  H is m ission  was to  h a ra ss  F ed e ra l u se  o f  th e  r iv e r*
P o lig n ac  was d isa p p o in ted  th a t  h i s  fo rce  was a b le  to  s in k  only one
60Union t r a n s p o r t  and tu rn  back another*
M ilita ry  engagements i n  L ou isiana  had fo r  th e  most p a r t  been
sm all* When compared to  those  i n  th e  E as te rn  T h e a te r , few men had
been engaged o r  k i l l e d .  The t r u e  c a s u a l t ie s  o f  th e  war in  L ou isiana
i n  1863 were no t s o ld ie r s ,  but c iv i l ia n s - - th o s e  peop le  l iv in g  in  th e
re g io n  from A lexandria  southward to  New O rleans and from Bayou Teche
on th e  west to  th e  M iss is s ip p i R iver on th e  east*  These peop le , s in c e
s p r in g ,  had been su b je c te d  to  p e rio d ic  F ed e ra l in v a s io n  which r e s u l te d
i n  th e  lo s s  o f  g re a t q u a n t i t ie s  o f  food and c o tto n , a s  w e ll a s  numerous
h o rse s  and c a t t l e .
In  December one C onfederate  s o ld ie r  d e sc rib e d  th e  d e s t i tu te
c o n d itio n  o f  sou th  L o u is ian a  a s  fo llow s:
T h is s e c t io n  o f  country  might have been term ed th e  
'p a r a d is e 1 o f  L o u is ian a  b e fo re  th e  war; bu t a l a s ,  what a 
change has b e fa l le n  i t  now! The houses a re  a l l  d e se rte d ; 
o c ca s io n a lly  you meet w ith .a  few o ld ,  f a i t h f u l  n eg ro es, l e f t  
by t h e i r  owners to  tak e  care  o f t h e i r  p lac e  u n t i l  t h e i r  r e ­
turn* Here you can behold mansion a f t e r  m ansion, in c lu d in g  
c o s tly  su g a r-h o u ses, now going to  decay. 6-L
60I b id . . November 19-22, 1863.
g l  •
J .  P . B le ss in g to n , The Campaigns o f  W alk er 's  Texas D iv is io n  
(New York: Lange, L i t t l e  and C o., 1875), p* 153*
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E arly  in  December Banks* tro o p s  re tu rn e d  to  sou th  L o u is ia n a  in to  
w in te r q u a r te r s ,  and G eneral T ay lo r began d isp e rs in g  h is  fo rc e s  to  
s t r a te g ic  p o in ts ;  a f t e r  e s ta b l is h in g  w in te r q u a r te rs  they would be in  
a  p o s it io n  to  move a g a in s t  any F ed era l fo rce  th a t  might a ttem p t to  in ­
vade n o rth  L ouisiana*  P o lignac  was o rdered  to  tak e  h is  tro o p s  to  Monroe 
i n  th e  n o r th e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  s ta te *
On December 11 P o lig n ac* s b rig ad e  l e f t  Morgan*s F erry  and th a t  
evening s h o r t ly  a f t e r  s e t t i n g  up camp on L i t t l e  Bayou, th e  s o ld ie r s  
were drenched by a  heavy r a in  which l a s te d  se v e ra l h o u rs . The nex t
morning th e  tro o p s  moved tow ard A lexandria  over roads muddy from re c e n t 
62r a in s .
L ate i n  th e  evening  on December 16 th e  b rig ad e  began c ro s s in g  
th e  Red R iver a t  a  p o in t about te n  m iles from Mansura* Due to  th e  
r i s i n g  w ater and muddy banks, on ly  th e  Seventeen th  Texas made i t  a c ro ss
th e  r iv e r ;  th e  o th e r  u n i ts  re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  camps and "w ith  wet equ ip -
63ment and bedding • • • sp en t a  m iserab ly  co ld  n ig h t . 11
Polignac  and h is  s t a f f  sp en t th e  n ig h t in  Mansura i n  a  b u ild in g
occupied by two surgeons from G eneral Mouton*s s t a f f .  Everyone ’‘had 
a  l iv e ly  tim e ,"  and P o lig n ac  "was soon s u f f i c i e n t ly  mellow to  be e n te r ­
ta in in g ,  and en liv en ed  th e  house by s in g in g  every few m inutes a  v e rse  
o f  a  song, which had re fe re n c e  to  one ’Madam Gregoire* whoever she may
have been ." Someone p rep a red  " a  bowl o f  d e lic io u s  egg nog, which w ith
th e  p roper in g re d ie n ts  soon brought out th e  m usical a b i l i t i e s  and
6^D iary, December 12, 1863.
C O
Regan, "George 0 * B rlen ,"  Southw estern H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly .
LXVII, p . 431; B a rr, P o lig n ac* s Texas B rig ad e , p . 33.
64lo q u ac io u s q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  company*"
The nex t morning) December 17) th e  rem ainder o f  th e  b rig ad e
c ro ssed  th e  r i v e r  and continued  to  m arch, a r r iv in g  a t  A lexandria  on the
65n in e teen th *  The tro o p s  camped abou t two m iles  from town*
On December 20 S p e ig h t 's  b a ta l l io n  was detached  from Polignac*s
command fo r  an assignm ent in  so u th  L ouisiana*  The same day th e  rem ainder
o f  th e  b rig ad e  proceeded n o rth  to  Monroe and a f t e r  te n  days o f  marching
66camped a  few m iles  from th e  town on th e  R ichardson p la n ta tio n *
On January  1 th e  tem pera tu re  dropped to  f iv e  degrees below
z e ro , and th en  a  heavy r a in  f e l l*  I n  such w eather many o f th e  poorly
67c lo th e d  men became i l l  w ith  pneumonia* T here fo re  Polignac moved h is
tro o p s  through  Monroe to  a  b e t t e r  camp so u th  o f  th e  c i ty  and arranged
68fo r  shoes to  be is su e d  to  th e  needy*
For th e  nex t few days P o lig n ac  was busy t ry in g  to  r e s to r e  th e  .
s p i r i t s  o f  h is  men. The w eather was co ld  and w et, and m orale was lower
69th an  u su a l because o f  th e  poor q u a l i ty  o f  th e  beef* On one occasion
64G risam ore, "R em iniscences," Weekly Thibodaux S e n t in e l . Ju ly  17,
1869.
65B a rr, P o lig n a c 's  Texas B rig ad e* pp. 33-34; Ragan, "George 
O 'B rie n ,"  Southw estern  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly * LXVTI, pp. 431-432.
0 .  R .« XXXLV, p t .  2 , p . 914; B a rr, P o l ig n a c 's  Texas B rigade .
p* 35*
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D iary , January  1 , 1864; B a rr, P o l ig n a c 's  Texas B rig ad e , p . 35.
6 8I b id .
69D iary , January 10 , 1864.
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th e  P rin ce  assem bled  th e  b rig ad e  and ex p la in ed  th a t  t h e i r  h a rd sh ip s
were no t due to  Incom petent commanders, bu t r a th e r  were, th e  r e s u l t s
70o f  unavoidable c ircu m stan ces . A ccording to  one so u rc e , P o lig n ac
sa id :  " I  w ish I  cou ld  t e l l  you . . .  th a t  m a tte rs  a re  l i k e l y  to  Improve,
bu t on th e  c o n tra ry  I  f e a r  h a rd e r  tim es a re  In  s to re  fo r  u s . I t  I s  fo r
you to  decide w hether th e  cause fo r  which we a re  f ig h t in g  I s  w orth th e
71s a c r i f i c e  we a re  c a l le d  upon to  make.
P o lig n ac* s  speech  was e f f e c t iv e ,  fo r  th a t  evening th e  band from
72th e  f i f t e e n t h  Texas assem bled b e fo re  h i s  t e n t  and gave a  c o n c e r t .
A f te r  th e  c o n c e r t , th e  P r in c e , In  h is  usual s t y l e ,  thanked  th e  
band fo r:
t h e i r  k in d  a t t e n t io n  and sw eet music whose a c c e n ts  had 
broken on most p le a sa n tly  upon my e a r; th a t  I  was n o t  one 
o f  th o se  t h a t  b e liev e d  th a t  music i s  t r i f l i n g  b u t on th e
c o n tra ry  t h a t  i t  f i l l e d  an im portan t p lace  and answ ered an
Im p o rtan t purpose in  human l i f e  having—so f te n in g  and soo th ­
in g  In f lu e n c e  which makes our gloomy hours l e a s  gloomy and 
ou r p le a s a n t  moments more p le a s a n t,  e tc .  That now th e  music 
perform ed by our m il i ta ry  bands had even a  f a r  g r e a te r  im­
p a c t ,  t h a t  every no te  they  s tru c k  was a  war n o te  which 
sounds th e  ' r e v e i l l e '  amid th e  n a tio n s  o f th e  e a r th  and 
c la im  h e r  p la c e  as a  f u l l  grown c h ild ;  a  sound which th e  
p re s e n t  g e n e ra tio n  would ach e iv e  i t s  independence and whose 
echo would u sh er thousands o f  g e n e ra tio n s  y e t  unborn In to  
an e v e r la s t in g  e ra  o f  peace and l i b e r t y . ^ 3
7 0 I b id .
71C e c il B a tt in e ,  The C r is is  o f  The Confederacy (New York: 
Longmans, G reen, and C o., 1905), p . 358. B a ttin e  does no t r e v e a l  when 
Polignac made t h i s  speech bu t he says t h a t  a fte rw ard  P o lig n ac  "had no 
more murmurings from h is  s o ld ie r s ."  H is tro o p s  d id  s u f f e r  a  g re a t  d ea l 
th a t  w in te r , and P o lignac  does n o t .I n d ic a te  In  h is  d ia ry  t h a t  he made a 
s im i l i a r  speech to  th e  tro o p s  e i th e r  b e fo re  o r  a f t e r  h i s  a d d re ss  on 
January 1 , 1864.
72D iary , January 10 , 1864.
73I b id .
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P o lignac  and some f r ie n d s  th en  r e t i r e d  to  h i s  q u a r te r s ,  which he
d e sc rib e d  a s  comparable to  th e  w e l l-v e n tH a te d  Negro cab in s in  th e  a re a ,
74and had a  "cup o f  very bad tea* "
A fte r  f iv e  months w ith  an Independent command, P o lignac seemed 
to  have a d ju s te d  reasonab ly  w ell i n  h i s  new p o s i t io n  and th e  men 
in d ic a te d  th a t  they  had accep ted  t h e i r  new commander* Follow ing a  
s e r i e s  o f  c r i s e s ,  i t  appeared th a t  he had le a rn e d  th a t  to  be a  good 
commander he must pay c a re fu l  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  needs o f  h i s  men*
There i s  no evidence th a t  he p a r t i c u la r ly  l ik e d  t h i s  command 
r o l e ,  bu t he r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  le a d  dash ing  charges on 
th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  would be few, and a  harm onious r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  h is  
men was ju s t  a s  v i t a l  in  camp a s  i t  was du ring  a  charge* He probably 
r e a l iz e d  th a t  i n  o rd er to  advance h im se lf , he must c o n tin u a lly  c o n tro l 
h i s  tro o p s  and promote a fe e lin g  o f  re s p e c t  and confidence  toward him­
s e l f  in  any s i t u a t io n  th a t  might a r is e *
7 4I b id .
CHAPTER VIII
'•I w i l l  show you whether I  am ‘p o leca t*  o r  ‘P o lignac
On January  11 i t  was le a rn e d  th a t  th e  F e d e ra ls  were p lann ing  an
e x p e d itio n  which was to  move from T r in i ty , L o u is ia n a , up th e  O uachita  
1
R iv er to  Monroe.
T ay lo r was alarm ed and o rdered  P o lig n ac  to  d isp a tc h  p ic k e ts  to
a  l a r g e  hend in  th e  r i v e r  ahout fo u r m ile s  below Monroe. As an added
p re c a u tio n  T ay lo r d ire c te d  P o lignac to  s e l e c t  a  p lac e  in  th e  bend and
s e t  up a  b a t te r y  o f  a r t i l l e r y .  A sm all c a v a lry  fo rc e  was to  be se n t
o u t th e  fo llo w in g  morning to  re c o n n o ite r  and warn o f  th e  approaching  
2enemy.
P o lignac  im m ediately s e t  up h is  p ic k e ts  and s e n t  two companies 
ou t i n  advance, one guard ing  th e  ad jacen t ro ad  and th e  o th e r  w atching 
th e  r i v e r .  C ap ta in  Thomas A. F a r ie s  was d i r e c te d  to  p la c e  h ie  b a t te r y  
on th e  r i v e r  a t  a  p o s i t io n  from which he cou ld  f i r e  a t  th e  advancing 
gunboats . 3
For th e  nex t th re e  days Polignac d i r e c te d  th e  work on th e  f o r t i -
4
f i c a t io n s  and w aited  fo r  th e  rumored gunboats. But th e  gunboats d id  
n o t a p p ea r, and on January  16 he was o rdered  to  move h i s  fo rce s  down
^D iary , January  10 , 1864.
^ b i d . : 0 . R ., XXXIV, p t .  2 , pp. 914, 929-930.
3D iary , January  12 , 1864.
4
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th e  O uachita  to  H arrisonbu rg , where th ey  were to  p ro te c t  th e  eng ineers
5
p re p a rin g  earthw orks fo r  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s .
On January 18 P o lig n ac* s b rig ad e  and one b a t te r y  o f a r t i l l e r y
g
l e f t  Monroe. Two days l a t e r  th ey  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  town o f  Columbia on 
th e  O uachita  R iv e r. Here P o lig n ac  o rdered  th a t  enough p ro v is io n s  be 
c o l le c te d  to  l a s t  e ig h t days. T h is  was a  p rec au tio n a ry  measure s in c e  th e  
nex t day the  tro o p s would c ro s s  to  th e  r i g h t  bank o f  th e  r i v e r  and th e  
su p p lie s  were on th e  l e f t  bank. He knew th a t  i f  th e  gunboats made i t  
up th e  r i v e r  h is  tro o p s  would be cu t o f f  from t h e i r  so u rce  o f  su p p lie s .
In  such event they  would be fo rce d  to  t r a n s p o r t  su p p lie s  from A lexandria , 
which was about f i f t y  m ile s  from H arrisonbu rg . The round t r i p  would tak e  
about e ig h t days. P o lignac  wanted to  guaran tee  h is  sou rce  o f  supply
7
even i f  h is  tro o p s were c u t o f f  from t h e i r  b a se .
The boat Ruby was used  to  c a rry  p ro v is io n s  th e  se v e n ty -f iv e  
m ile s  from Columbia to  H arrisonbu rg  by w a te r. The la n d  d is tan c e  between
g
th e  two towns was only about t h i r t y - e i g h t  m ile s .
On January  22 th e  tro o p s  l e f t  Columbia fo r  H arrisonbu rg . The 
h i l l y  t e r r a in  slowed th e  march c o n s id e ra b ly , bu t th ey  a r r iv e d  a t  t h e i r  
d e s t in a tio n  on th e  tw e n ty -fo u r th . P o lignac  im m ediately se n t out p ic k e ts  
on th e  A lexandria , th e  T r in i ty ,  and the  Columbia roads le a d in g  in to
9
H arrisonbu rg .
5I b id . . January  16, 1864; 0 . R .« XXXIV, p t .  2 , p . 914.
*
D iary , January  18 -20 , 1864.
7
I b i d . ,  January 20, 1864.
Q
I b i d . ,  January 21, 1864.
9
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137
The “brigade rem ained a t  H arrisonburg  fo r  a  week, and du rin g  t h i s  
tim e P o lignac  had the  v a rio u s  roads in  the  v i c in i ty  re c o n n o ite re d  and 
he s e t  up communications between v a rio u s  p o in ts  i n  th e  a re a ."*"3
On February 3 approxim ately  one hundred mounted F e d e ra ls , m ostly  
N egroes, c ro s se d  th e  Tensas R iver a t  Percy*s F erry  and a tta c k e d  th e  
C onfederate  p ic k e ts  a t  M anderv ille  F e rry , about s i x  m ile s  from H arrison ­
bu rg . A f te r  d r iv in g  o f f  th e  C onfederates and d e s tro y in g  th e  f e r r y ,  th e  
Yankee c a v a lry  re tu rn e d  to  i t s  base  in  V id a lia . ^ 1
P o lignac  suggested  to  G eneral T aylor t h a t  h is  fo rce s  make a
r a id  on V id a lia , which he thought was no t very  w e ll p ro te c te d  by i t s
predom inantly  Negro g a rr is o n . A lthough V id a lia  la y  w ith in  enemy l in e s ,  
th e re  seemed to  be no chance o f  a  m ajor b a t t l e .  Most o f  th e  tro o p s  had 
been moved from Natchez to  jo in  General W illiam  T. Sherman*s army a t  
V icksburg.^
P o lignac  *s su g g estio n  to  r a id  th e  V id a lia  a re a  was accep ted
and he was o rd ered  to  tak e  c o n tro l  o f  a l l  th e  coun try  b o rd e rin g  th e
Tensas R iv e r , Concordia Lake, and Bayou C oncordia. A ll  persons w ithou t
p a sse s  were to  be a r r e s te d ,  and jayhawkers found w ith  arms were to  be
execu ted  o r  put i n  i r o n s .  A ll good horses and mules were to  be taken
from bo th  lo y a l  and d is lo y a l  peop le  w ith in  enemy l in e s  o r exposed to
enemy r a i d s ,  and a l l  a b le -b o d ied  Negro men working on p la n ta t io n s
13occupied  by th e  enemy were to  be im pressed fo r  m i l i ta r y  s e rv ic e .
^ I b i d . , January  24-31, 1864.
11I b id . . February 3 , 1864.
1 2I b i d . , February 19 , 1864; 0 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  2 , pp. 934-935,
952-953, 956.
1 3 I b id .
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At m idnight on February  6  P o lig n ac , w ith  two reg im en ts o f  Texas 
C avalry , two in fa n try  reg im en ts , and s ix  p ie c e s  o f a r t i l l e r y ,  some 550 
men in  a l l ,  s e t  ou t a c ro s s  th e  O uach ita . Because th e  roads were so 
muddy from re c e n t r a in s  t h a t  wagons cou ld  no t be used to  h au l s u p p l ie s ,  
pack mules c a r r ie d  th re e  days;* p ro v is io n s . The tro o p s  moved down Con­
c o rd ia  Lake and by m idafternoon  were two m iles  from V id a lia . From th e  
wooded a re a  in  which th e  C onfederates were h id in g , they  cou ld  lo o k  ou t
over an open f i e l d  two m ile s  wide and see c o tto n  b a le s  form ing a  b a rr ic a d e
14a c ro s s  th e  v i l la g e  s t r e e t s .
Seeing th a t  th e  F ed e ra l fo rc e s  were expec ting  an a t t a c k ,  P o lignac
decided  no t to  make an a l l - o u t  a s s a u l t  on th e  town. He f e l t  th a t  th e
s a c r i f i c e s  n ecessa ry  to  c a p tu re  th e  p lac e  fo r  th e  "momentary p o sse ss io n
15o f  which would be w ith o u t ad v an tag es ."
N ev erth e le ss , he thought th a t  i t  would be d ishono rab le  to  w ith ­
draw w ithout a  f ig h t .  He a ls o  wanted to  d iv e r t  th e  F ed e ra ls  from h is  
fo ra g e rs  who were r a id in g  th e  p la n ta t io n s  a long  th e  r i v e r  and rounding  
up l iv e s to c k .  Hence, he decided  to  b lu f f  an a t ta c k  and engage th e  
F e d e ra ls  u n t i l  h is  fo ra g e rs  had tim e to  com plete t h e i r  work.
Two roads le d  in to  th e  v i l la g e ;  P o lignac se n t h is  c a v a lry  to
cover th e  road  on th e  l e f t ,  and h i s  in f a n t r y  formed a  l in e  a c ro ss  th e
16road  on th e  r i g h t .  When a l l  was read y , P o lignac le d  th e  ch arg e . He 
r a i s e d  h im se lf  i n  h i s  s t i r r u p s  and, waving h is  sword, shouted  a t  th e
14D iary , February  19, 1864; O f f ic ia l  Records o f  th e  Union and 
C onfederate  Navies i n  th e  War o f  th e  R eb e llio n  (W ashington: Government
P r in t in g  O ff ic e , 1912), XXV, p . 771, h e re a f te r  c i te d  a s  0 .  R. N.
15D iary , February  19, 1864.
1 6I b ld . : 0 .  R .. XXXIV, p t .  2 , pp. 934-935, 977.
to p  o f  h i s  vo ice : "Follow  me, fo llow  me, you c a l l  me 'p o le c a t ,*  X w i l l
17show you w hether I  am 'p o le c a t ' o r  'P o lig n a c * "• The men followed*
The F ed e ra l commander a t  V id a lia , C olonel B* 6 * F a r ra r ,  expec ting
th e  C onfederate  a t t a c k ,  had c a l le d  fo r  re in fo rce m en ts  from Natchez*
These tro o p s  were rushed  a c ro ss  th e  r i v e r  and q u ick ly  got in to  b a t t l e
form ation* Meanwhile, Union gunboats i n  th e  r i v e r  began f i r in g  a t  th e
oncoming C onfederates who had advanced to  w ith in  l e s s  than  200 y a rd s o f
th e  enemy lin e s*  According to  a F ed e ra l o f f i c e r ,  th e  C onfederates moved
forw ard " in  sp le n d id  s t y l e ,  c a rry in g  t h e i r  arm s, a t  a  su p p o rt, p re se n tin g
18a  most form idable  f ro n t  • • • •"
But confused by th e  bombardment, th e  C onfederates f e l l  back in to  
th e  woods to  reo rgan ize*  They made a  second charge bu t ag a in  th e  f i r e  
o f  th e  gunboats and th e  Union in fa n try  beh ind  i t s  c o tto n  b a le s  proved 
to  be too  se v e re , and th e  a t ta c k e r s ,  fo r  th e  second tim e withdrew to  
th e  woods. 1 9
P o lignac  saw no need to  make a n o th e r  f u t i l e  a s sa u lt*  He w ith­
drew from th e  f i e l d  and re tu rn e d  to  H a rriso n b u rg , a r r iv in g  on th e  te n th .
■^W right, A Southern G ir l i n  '6 1 * pp . 92-93* Mrs* W right does 
in d ic a te  t h a t  t h i s  In c id e n t took p la c e  a t  V id a l ia .  But s in c e  t h i s  was 
th e  f i r s t  occasion  th a t  Polignac le d  a  ch a rg e , i t  was probably  th e  tim e 
he d e c la re d  th a t  he would show them w hether he was a  'p o le c a t ' o r  
'P o l ig n a c .*
1 80 . B . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 130.
19D iary , February  19, 1864; 0 . S . N»» XXV, p* 737; Frank Moore 
( e d . ) ,  "F ig h t a t  V id a lia , L o u is ian a ,"  The R e b e llio n  Records: A D iary
o f  American E v en ts* VII (New York: D* Van N ostrand P u b lish e r , 1861-
1868), pp . 377-378; 0 . E .« XXXIV, p t .  2 , p . 977*.
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Hie e f f o r t ,  however, was no t i n  v a in , fo r  a t  l a s t ,  by h is  g a l la n t ry  i n
th e  b a t t l e ,  he had won h is  t ro o p s ' re s p e c t  and ad m ira tio n . He a ls o
brought in  alm ost 400 c a t t l e ,  h o rse s , and m ules, and he had l o s t  only
2024 men- - 6  k i l l e d ,  10 wounded, and 8  c ap tu red .
For th e  nex t few weeks P o lignac  a tte n d e d  to  ro u tin e  m i l i ta r y
a f f a i r s  in  camp, which alw ays bored  him. He was so depressed  by camp
21l i f e  th a t  he w rote i n  h i s  d ia ry : ''fo rg o t th a t  I  was a l iv e ."
In  th e  meantime h i s  tro o p s  worked on th e  f o r t i f i c a t io n s  a t
H arrisonburg  and T r in i ty .  At T r in i ty  th e  C onfederates planned to  mount
th re e  32-pounder cannons. Only one gun had been mounted by March 1 ,
when P o lignac*s p ic k e ts  o f f  B e a rd 's  P o in t on Black R iver re p o r te d  th e
approach o f a  squadron o f  s ix  gunboats—one iro n c la d  and f iv e  wooden 
22b o a ts .
Since th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  T r in i ty  were not com plete, P o lignac  
to ld  th e  eng ineers to  d isp o se  o f  th e  guns. The mounted cannon, fo r
I
which th e re  was no am m unition, was q u ick ly  b u r ie d  in  th e  f o r t ,  and th e
o th e r  two were sunk i n  th e  sha llow  w ater o f  th e  r i v e r .  The C onfedera tes
hoped th a t  by co n cea lin g  th e  cannons they  would escape lo s in g  th e
23v a lu ab le  weapons to  th e  enemy.
When th e  gunboats p assed  th e  mouth o f  Black R iv e r, one o f  
P o lig n a c 's  o f f i c e r s ,  C ap ta in  W. H. G i l le s p ie ,  w ith  a  sm all fo rc e  o f
20 I b id .
21D iary , February  23, 1864.
2 2I b id . . March 1 -7 , 1864; 0 . R . , XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 1555-1558;
0 . R. N. .  XXV, pp . 787-789.
23Ib id .
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f i f t y  c av a lry , engaged th e  enemy and pursued th e  gunboats a l l  th e  way 
to  T r in i ty .
As th e  v e s se ls  approached T r in i ty ,  L ie u te n a n t O scar Gaudet, 
commanding P o lig n a c 's  a r t i l l e r y ,  f i r e d  on th e  sh ip s  w ith  two 12-pounder 
h o w itze rs . He was w ith in  300 y a rd s  o f  th e  i ro n c la d  bu t could  n o t check
24i t s  p ro g re ss  o r p reven t th e  heav ily -arm ed  v e s s e ls  from s h e l l in g  T r in i ty .
As soon a s  th e  gunboats had passed  T r in i ty ,  Polignac moved h is
in f a n t ry  and a r t i l l e r y  to  H arriso n b u rg , a  d is ta n c e  o f  tw elve m ile s ,
le a v in g  h is  cav a lry  a t  T r in i ty  under th e  command o f  C aptain  James B.
Randle. When th e  gunboats approached H arrisonburg  a t  10 A.M., on March 2 ,
P o lignac  was p rep a red , having p la c e d  two in f a n t ry  reg im ents and one
s e c tio n  o f  a r t i l l e r y  on th e  bank o f  th e  O uachita  R iv e r , ex tending  from
25th e  mouth o f  Bayou Bushley to  th e  town.
The tro o p s  on th e  r i v e r  were exposed, bu t th e  a r t i l l e r y  commanded
by C aptain  Thomas A. F a r ie s  was mounted on to p  o f  a  la rg e  In d ian  mound
i n  a  f i e l d  midway between H arrisonburg  and Bayou B ushley. The mound was
200 yard s from th e  r ig h t  bank o f  th e  O uachita  R iv e r. The o th e r  s e c tio n
o f  th e  b a t te ry  d id  no t tak e  p a r t  i n  th e  f ig h t  " f o r  want o f  i t s  c a is so n s ,
and because th e  h o rses  were so bad ly  used up by th e  n ig h t 's  march and
26th e  bad ro ad s a s  to  be a l to g e th e r  u n f i t  f o r  s e rv ic e ."
The in f a n t ry  and a r t i l l e r y  opened f i r e  on th e  gunboats sim ul­
ta n e o u s ly . The f i r e  was exceed ing ly  heavy a long  th e  r i v e r  banks. Both
2 40 . R . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp . 155-156, 159; "George W. Guess 
L e t te r s ,  1861-1865," March 6 , 1864, i n  L o u is ia n a .V e r tic a l  F i le ,
L o u is ian a  Room, L ou isiana  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  (Baton Rouge,
L o u is ia n a )•
2 5I b id .
260 .  R .« XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 156 .
o f  P o lig n a c ‘s  a id e s ,  C aptain  S . C ucu ller and L ie u te n a n t W. E gg ling , in
th e  th ic k e s t  o f  th e  f i g h t ,  had t h e i r  h o rses  sh o t from under them. The
P r in c e  p ra is e d  s e v e ra l  o f  h is  o f f i c e r s  fo r  t h e i r  co o ln ess  under f i r e ,
27and he s a id  t h a t  th e  “ tro o p s , a s a  genera l r u l e ,  behaved w e ll . 11
The i ro n c la d  was s a fe  from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  and th e  wooden sh ip s
were w e ll p ro te c te d  by p la te s  o f sh e e t i ro n  which had been p laced  along
t h e i r  s id e s .  N e v e rth e le ss , unknown to  P o lignac  a t  th e  tim e , h is  f i r e
d id  c o n s id e ra b le  damage to  one o f  th e  wooden v e s s e ls ,  th e  F o rt Hindman.
which was fo rced  to  drop below th e  mouth o f  Bayou B ushley . As th e
o th e r  gunboats moved slow ly up th e  r i v e r ,  th ey  f i r e d  on th e  tro o p s  a long
28th e  bank, bombarded th e  town, and r id d le d  s e v e ra l  houses w ith  sh o t.
29F o rt B eauregard , under c o n s tru c tio n  a t  H arriso n b u rg , was a ls o  d estro y ed .
P o lignac  thought th e  gunboats would no t r e tu r n  and le d  h i s  men 
back to  t h e i r  camp about a  m ile  from town. But th e  gunboats re tu rn e d  
abou t an hour l a t e r  and b e fo re  th e  C onfederates cou ld  r e tu r n  and d riv e  
them o f f ,  s a i l o r s  s e t  f i r e  to  th e  town. Only th re e  houses were de­
s tro y e d  b e fo re  th e  C onfederates re tu rn e d  and e x tin g u ish e d  th e  f i r e s
30w hile  under a  heavy b a rrag e  from th e  gunboats i n  th e  r i v e r .
The gunboats sp en t th e  n ig h t one m ile  above T r in i ty  and on th e
31m orning o f  March 3 began s h e l l in g  th e  v i l la g e  fo r  th e  second tim e .
27I b id .
2 80 . R. N .. XXV, p . 788.
29D avis, "R ichard  T a y lo r ,"  L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly .
XXIV, p . 80.
3 0I b id . ; D iary , March 1 -7 , 1864; 0 . R . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp . 155- 
158; 0 .  R. N .. XXV, p p . 787-789.
3 10 .  R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 155-156.
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P o lig n ac , a t  H arrisonburg , was n o t Inform ed o f  th e  movement o f  th e  
enemy* Upon le a rn in g  th a t  th e  gunboat F o rt Hindman had been c r ip p le d  
by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on March 2 and re q u ire d  tow ing to  T r in i ty ,  Polignac 
im m ediately detached two In fa n try  reg im en ts to  r e tu rn  to  th e  town* I t  
had ra in e d  th roughout th e  p rev io u s n ig h t and he d e c la re d : "The road  i s
alm ost im passable* I  cannot move any a r t i l l e r y  over i t .  My tro o p s  a re
32very  worn o u t and d e f ic ie n t  in  ra t io n s * "  He added: " I  w i l l  do my b e s t ."
Road co n d itio n s  made i t  im p o ssib le  fo r  th e  in f a n t r y  to  reach
T r in i ty  i n  tim e to  p reven t th e  32-pounders from f a l l in g  in to  th e  hands
o f  th e  enemy* The two guns t h a t  had been hidden in  th e  w ater e a r l i e r
by th e  C onfederates cou ld  n o t be moved because o f  th e  c o n d itio n  o f th e
road* When th e  w ater began to  f a l l  r a p id ly  th e  fo llo w in g  day, they
were e a s i ly  discovered* During th e  n ig h t o f  March 2 th e  Union fo rce s
33had found th e  o th e r  gun b u ried  on th e  r i v e r  bank*
On March 5 th e  gunboats re tu rn e d  to  th e  M is s is s ip p i River*
A ccording to  Rear Admiral David P o r te r ,  U nited  S ta te s  Navy, th e  O uachita
R iver e x p ed itio n  was com pletely s u c c e s s fu l:
The r e b e ls ,  about 2 ,000 s tro n g , under G eneral P o lig n ac , 
were d riv en  from p o in t to  p o in t ,  some e x te n s iv e  works cap­
tu re d , and th re e  heavy 32-pounders brought away* The works 
were destroyed* The enemy s u f fe re d  se v e re ly  from our guns, 
and th e  v e s se ls  brought away a l l  th e  c o tto n  they  could  find*
They a ls o  d estro y ed  a  pontoon bridge* • • • We l o s t  two 
k i l l e d  and fo u rtee n  wounded, and th e  F o rt Hindman was badly
3 2 I b i d . ,  pp. 157-158.
^O* R. N*. XXV, p . 787*
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c u t up w ith  sh o t and sh e lly  being s tru c k  27 tim e s , bu t 
n o th in g  to  Im pair h e r e f f ic ie n c y .3*
G eneral R ichard  T ay lo r h e ld  a  c o n tra ry  view a s  to  th e  outcome
o f th e  engagement. W riting  a f t e r  th e  war, he a s s e r te d  t h a t  " th e  gunboats
35were d riv en  o f f . 11 In  a  g e n e ra l o rd e r is su e d  a t  th e  tim e , he expressed
h is  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  th e  s e rv ic e s  rendered  by P o lignac  and h is  men:
The m ajo r-g en e ra l commanding d e s ire s  to  ex p ress  to  
B rig ad ie r-G en e ra l P o lignac and th e  o f f i c e r s  and men o f  h is  
b r ig a d e  h is  h igh  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  th e  g a l la n t  and s o ld ie r ly  
b e a r in g  in  t h e i r  engagement on th e  1 s t  and 2nd o f  March,
1864, w ith  th e  enemy gunboats on th e  O uachita  R iv e r . The 
d is p o s i t io n s  made by G eneral Polignac were e x c e lle n t  and 
were nobly su s ta in e d  by h is  command. ' The gunboats were 
s u c c e s s fu lly  engaged a t  c lo se  range w ith  m usketry and l ig h t  
a r t i l l e r y ,  and d riv en  o f f  w ith  heavy l o s s ,  by th e  enemy*s 
own adm ission . . . .  Our men were e n t i r e ly  w ithou t cover.
P o lig n ac  m odestly re p o rte d : " I  r e g re t  t h a t  I  d id  no t ach ieve
more, b u t ,  w ith  th e  means a t  my d isp o sa l, to  f ig h t  was about a l l  I  
37could  d o .” He had done r a th e r  w e ll. With a  fo rce  o f  on ly  2,000 men, 
he had to  move c o n s ta n tly  between th e  two towns o f  T r in i ty  and H arrison ­
burg over muddy ro ad s and could  no t fu l ly  u t i l i z e  h is  a r t i l l e r y .  The 
fo rce s  th a t  P o lignac  was f ig h tin g  were w ell p ro te c te d  w hile  h i s  tro o p s
were i n  an exposed p o s i t io n .  T et he had su f fe re d  on ly  16 c a s u a l t ie s —
383 k i l l e d ,  13 wounded. At th e  same tim e h is  tro o p s  were a b le  to  i n f l i c t
39c o n s id e ra b le  damage upon a  F ed e ra l gunboat.
3 4I b id .
35T a y lo r , D e s tru c tio n  and R eco n stru c tio n , p . 151.
3 6 I b id . : 0 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 158.
3 70 . R . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 157.
3 8 I b id .
3 90 .  R. N .. XXV, p . 787.
CHAPTER XX
"My boys, fo llo w  your P o lignac"
During th e  w in te r  o f  1863-1864, w hile  th e re  was a  l u l l  i n  th e  
f ig h t in g  in  L o u is ian a , th e  F e d e ra ls  p lanned  a  sp r in g  o ffe n s iv e  which 
was to  be th e  l a r g e s t  and most d e c is iv e  campaign to  ta k e  p lac e  in  th a t  
s t a t e  du ring  th e  war*
T h is o ffe n s iv e  would be made fo r  p o l i t i c a l  r a th e r  than  m il i ta ry  
reasons*  The F edera l S ta te  Departm ent had i n s i s t e d ,  a f t e r  th e  occupa­
t io n  o f  Napoleon I I I * s  fo rc e s  i n  Mexico C ity  in  June , 1863, th a t  
G eneral H a lleck  send tro o p s  in to  Texas* I f  Texas were c o n tro l le d  by 
th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  a l l  C onfederate  fo re ig n  t r a d e  p ass in g  through th e  
s t a t e  would be stopped , and th e  p resence  o f  F ed era l tro o p s  would a lso  
end th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  France*s sending  a id  to  th e  Confederacy from 
Mexico*'1'
G eneral Banks had occup ied  s e v e ra l  p o in ts  a long  th e  G ulf coast 
by th e  end o f  1863* However, t h i s  d id  n o t s a t i s f y  S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  
W illiam  A* Seward who wanted th e  F e d e ra ls  to  move in  fo rce  in to  th e  
s ta te *
G eneral H alleck  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  Red R iver would be th e  most 
e f f e c t iv e  ro u te  fo r  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t  T exas. Furtherm ore, th e  Red 
R iver V alley  con ta ined  la rg e  q u a n t i t ie s  o f  c o tto n  th a t  was badly  needed
^W inters, C iv il  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p . 325; Johnson, Red R iver 
Campaign, pp* 34-35*
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fo r  th e  New England t e x t i l e  m i l l s .  A ccord ing ly , In  l a t e  December, 
H alleck  began to  make p la n s  fo r  a  t h i r d  Red R iver e x p ed itio n . By Jan ­
u a ry , 1864, th e  d e c is io n  had been made—th re e  arm ies, to ta l in g  a t  l e a s t
30.000 men, were to  be used i n  th e  campaign a g a in s t  n o rth  L o u is ia n a
2and e a s t T exas.
A fo rc e  o f  10,000 men commanded by M ajor G eneral F re d e ric k  
S te e le  was to  march so u th  from L i t t l e  Rock, A rkansas, and occupy Shreve­
p o r t .  At th e  same tim e Banks was to  tak e  h i s  army o f between 15 ,000  and
18.000 tro o p s  and move from O pelousas a g a in s t  A lexand ria . At A lex an d ria
he would be jo in e d  by approxim ately  10,000 more men, commanded by M ajor
G eneral Andrew J .  Sm ith from G eneral W illiam  T. Sherman’s  army a t
V icksburg. Sm ith was to  be accompanied by Adm iral David P o r te r  and a
3f l e e t  o f  gunboats from th e  M is s is s ip p i squadron .
On March 1 Sherman went to  New O rlean s to  d iscu ss  th e  p roposed  
ex p ed itio n  w ith  G eneral Banks who was to  be th e  o v e ra l l  f i e l d  commander 
o f  th e  in v a s io n  fo rc e s .  Upon le a rn in g  o f  t h i s  m eeting, both  G enera ls  
K irby Smith and R ichard  T ay lo r p re d ic te d  an in v as io n  a s  soon a s  th e  
w ater in  th e  Red R iv e r was high  enough to  a llow  n a v ig a tio n .
During th e  w in te r  T ay lo r, a n t ic ip a t in g  th e  sp r in g  o f fe n s iv e , 
had e s ta b l is h e d  depo ts o f  su p p lie s  i n  th e  no rthw estern  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  
from Bayou Boeuf, n e a r  A lex an d ria , to  P le a s a n t H i l l ,  a  v i l la g e  abou t
20 . R. . XXXIV, p t .  2 , pp . 255-256; W in ters , C iv il  War i n  
L o u is ian a , p . 325; D av is, "R ichard  T a y lo r ,1' L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  
Q u a rte r ly . XXIV, p . 84.
30 .  R . . XXXIV, p t .  2, p . 267; D av is, ‘'R ichard T ay lo r ,"
L ou isiana  H is to r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly . XXIV, p .  84.
f i f t y  m iles so u th e a s t o f  Shreveport* In  m id-January  he had suggested  
t h a t  K irby Smith co n ce n tra te  a l l  a v a i la b le  fo rc e s  a g a in s t  one o f  th e
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in v ad in g  armies*
But th e  commanding g en era l made no a ttem p t to  send a d d it io n a l
tro o p s  in to  c e n t r a l  L ou is iana  u n t i l  th e  end o f  February when he was
convinced th a t  th e  in v as io n  was about to  m a te r ia liz e *  He th en  o rdered
u n i t s  from A rkansas and Texas to  move tow ard A lex an d ria  to  jo in  Taylor*
By th e  f i r s t  o f  March G eneral T ay lo r* s fo rc e s  had in c re a s e d  to
abou t 7»000 men. H is tro o p s  were w idely d i s t r ib u te d )  Isa a c  F* H arrison
reg im ent was i n  th e  v ic in i ty  o f  Monroe; Mouton*s b rig ad e  was n e a r
A lex an d ria ; P o lignac*s b rig ad e  was a t  T r in i ty ;  and W alker*s d iv is io n
was a t  M a rk sv ille . A sm all detachment from W alk er 's  command was a t
F o r t  Be Hussy on th e  Hed* Small c av a lry  u n i t s  were a ls o  on th e  A tcha-
f a la y a ,  th e  M is s is s ip p i)  and th e  Teche w atch ing  fo r  enemy movements 
0
i n  th o se  a reas*
From h is  h ead q u a rte rs  a t  A lexandria  G eneral T ay lo r p rep a red  to  
m eet th e  expected  F ed era l th ru s t*  H is f i r s t  e f f o r t  was to  t r y  to  com­
p le t e  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  F o rt De Hussy and c o n c e n tra te  h is  s c a t te r e d  
fo rc e s  th e re*
G eneral W alker) w ith  4,000 tro o p s , was o rd ered  to  delay  th e  
enem y's advance u n t i l  re in fo rcem en ts  a rriv ed *  I f  Walker cou ld  m ain ta in  
c o n tro l  o f  th e  r i v e r ,  T ay lo r b e liev e d  th e  F e d e ra ls  m ight g ive  up th e  
exped ition*  He w rote Walker: "any sev e re  check to  th e  head o f  t h e i r
40 . R*. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 560-561, 562, 484-484; XXIV, p t .  2,
p* 879.
5I b i d . , XXIV, p t .  2, p* 1009; p t .  1 , pp . 481, 488-489; XXXIV, 
p t .  2 , p . 1027*
^T ay lo r, D e s tru c tio n  and R e c o n s tru c tio n , pp . 151-157*
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column would p robably  b reak  up t h i s  e x p e d itio n .1'
On March 7 P o lignac*s b rig ad e  was o rdered  to  r e tu r n  to  A lexand ria
from H arriso n b u rg , jo in  M outon's b r ig a d e , and move down th e  Boeuf tow ard
0
F o rt De Russy to  r e in fo rc e  G eneral W alker's  tro o p s ,
The C onfedera tes had l i t t l e  tim e to  complete t h e i r  d e fen siv e
p re p a ra t io n s , fo r  on March 12, n in e te e n  F edera l gunboats e n te re d  th e
mouth o f  th e  Red R iv e r . Follow ing th e  v e s se ls  were 10,000 men o f
W illiam  T. Sherm an 's army, commanded by G eneral A. J .  Sm ith.
Two days l a t e r  th e  F e d e ra ls  under Smith a tta c k e d  F o rt De Russy
and cap tu red  i t .  Because th e  enemy was su p e rio r  in  number, W alker made
no a ttem p t to  save th e  f o r t  and moved back to  E vergreen to  w a it fo r  
g
re in fo rce m en ts . P o lignac  *s tro o p s  were unable to  a s s i s t  W alker fo r  
they  d id  n o t a r r iv e  a t  A lexandria  u n t i l  March 14, th e  day F o r t De Russy 
f e l l . 1 0
On March 15 th e  C onfederates evacuated A lexandria  j u s t  ahead 
o f  P o r t e r 's  gunboats . The nex t day th e  tro o p s  o f  A. J .  Sm ith occupied  
th e  town; th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  Banks* army d id  no t begin  a r r iv in g  u n t i l  
th e  n in e te e n th . 1 1
The p ro g re s s  o f  th e  e x p e d itio n  was delayed fo r  s e v e ra l  days
because th e  w a te r i n  th e  Red R iver was no t h igh  enough to  a llo w  th e
gunboats to  p a ss  ov e r th e  dangerous ra p id s  a t  A lexandria  u n t i l  March 28.
70 .  R . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 493.
8I b i d . . pp . 492-496, 573-575.
9I b id . . pp . 495-496, 551, 578-579, 1036.
10I b i d . ,  pp . 492-496 , 573-574.
On th a t  d a te , a s P o r te r  began ta k in g  h i s  l i g h t e r  v e s se ls  over th e  r a p id s ,  
th e  f i r s t  column o f  Banks* army l e f t  A lexandria*  In  o rd e r to  be n e a r 
th e  gunboats, th e  army moved tow ard N a tch ito ch es a long  th e  Bed R iver 
l i n e *1 2
Meanwhile, G eneral T aylor had jo in e d  th e  main body o f  h is
tro o p s  on Boeuf Bayou, tw en ty -fiv e  m iles so u th  o f  A lexand ria . T here,
under th e  command o f  A lfred  Mouton, th e  b r ig a d e s  o f P o lignac and Henry
13Gray were jo in e d  to  form the  Second In fa n try  D iv ision*  On th e  e igh ­
te e n th  Mouton* s  and W alker*s d iv is io n s  were u n ite d  fo r  th e  long  r e -
14t r e a t  th a t  would e v e n tu a lly  s t r e tc h  200 m ile s  to  M ansfield*
The C onfederate  cav a lry  guard ing  T ay lo r *s r e a r  s e t  f i r e  to  a l l
th e  c o tto n  they  cou ld  f in d  along th e  F e d e ra l rou te*  Sometimes th e
flam es sp read  to  houses and o th e r  b u ild in g s  on v a rio u s  p la n ta tio n s*
A ll a long  th e  l i n e  o f  march from A lex an d ria  to  N a tch ito c h es ,
excep t fo r  a  s e c tio n  o f  p ine  woods which to o k  two days to  c ro s s ,  th e
F e d e ra ls  were "g re e te d  w ith  th e  sm oldering r u in s  o f  g in  houses and p i le s
15o f  h a lf-b u rn e d  co tto n * *' One Union s o ld ie r  w rote: "From th e  day we
s t a r t e d  on th e  Red R iver e x p ed itio n , we were l i k e  th e  I s r a e l i t e s  o f  o ld , 
accompanied by a  cloud (o f  smoke) by day, and a  p i l l a r  o f  f i r e  by 
n ig h t* " 1 6
1 2I b id *. p t .  1 ,  pp . 181-197, 214.
13I b i d . ,  p* 561; B lessin g to n , W alker*s Texas D iv is io n , pp* 174- 
175; Jo}mson, Red R iver Campaign, p* 96*
^ O . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 551; B le s s in g to n , W alker*s Texas 
D iv is io n , p . 175.
15W lnters , C iv i l  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p .  335,
16I b id .
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General T ay lo r, who co n tinued  to  f a l l  back toward S h rev ep o rt,
was anxious to  f ig h t ,  bu t th e  departm en ta l commander, G eneral K irby
Sm ith, in s i s t e d  th a t  a  d i r e c t  c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  th e  enemy be avoided  a s
long  a s  possib le*  S te r l in g  P r ic e  w ith  4,000 men from Arkansas had
a r r iv e d  in  Shreveport* But upon le a rn in g  th a t  G eneral S te e le  had l e f t
L i t t l e  Rock on March 23, K irby Smith h e s i ta te d  to  send P r i c e 's  tro o p s  
17to  Taylor*
B eliev ing  th a t  Banks had a t  l e a s t  50,000 men, K irby Smith had
reo rg an ized  th e  A rkansas tro o p s  in to  two sm all d iv is io n s ,  and co n sid ered
send ing  th ese  u n i ts  back to  A rkansas to  jo in  th e  rem ainder o f  P r i c e 's
tro o p s  to  f ig h t  S te e le  b e fo re  he could  get to  Louisiana* I f  S te e le
were d e fe a te d , a l l  C onfederate  tro o p s , approx im ately  13,000, cou ld  be
18withdrawn from so u th e rn  A rkansas and se n t a g a in s t  Banks*
T aylo r d isag reed  w ith  h is  s u p e r io r ,  i n s i s t i n g  th a t  i f  he were
p e rm itted  to  a t ta c k  Banks, a lre a d y  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  L o u is ian a , S te e le
would withdraw w ithou t a tte m p tin g  to  f ig h t*  But K irby Smith was p e r -
19s i s t e n t  and urged T ay lo r to  avo id  a  f ig h t  a s  long  a s  possib le*
On A p ril  1 Banks a r r iv e d  a t  N a tch ito ch es , spen t f iv e  days c o l­
le c t in g  s u p p lie s , and on A p ril  6 resumed h is  movement toward Shreveport*
20P o r t e r 's  f l e e t  l e f t  Grand Ecore th e  nex t day*
Two roads le d  from N a tch ito ch es to  S hreveport; one follow ed th e
1 70* R . . XXXIV, pt* 1 , pp. 513-517, 521, 179, 477, 480, 552.
1 8I b id . * pp. 479, 516, 484-485, 513-519, 521-522.
19'I b id *. pp. 484, 485, 486, 513; W in ters, C iv il  War in  
L o u is ia n a , pp. 336-337*
2° 0 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 ,  pp. 179, 181, 198-199, 215, 484.
r i v e r ,  and a lthough  lo n g e r , t h i s  ro u te  would have a ffo rd e d  th e  army th e
p ro te c tio n  o f  P o r t e r 's  gunboats* The o th e r  and s h o r te r  road  to  th e
w est, away from th e  r i v e r ,  tra v e rse d  a  p iney  woods re g io n  th a t  would
21le a v e  Banks w ithout th e  p ro te c tio n  o f th e  gunboats*
O verconfiden t and un d erestim a tin g  h i s  opponent, Banks took  th e
s h o r te r  road  th rough  th e  p in es away from th e  r iv e r*  Banks was so su re
th a t  T ay lo r would no t make a s ta n d  b e fo re  S h revepo rt t h a t  he took  few
p re c a u tio n s  and p a id  no a t te n t io n  to  o rg a n iz a tio n . H is fo rc e s  were
s tru n g  out fo r  tw enty m ile s  along th e  narrow  ro ad  th a t  formed a  c o rr id o r
in  th e  g re a t  p in e s  o f  no rthw estern  L ouisiana* The u n i ts  were se p a ra te d
by long  l in e s  o f  supply  wagons. I f  th e  F e d e ra ls  were a tta c k e d  on th e
narrow  ro ad , they  would be in  no p o s i t io n  e i t h e r  to  g ive  b a t t l e  o r
make an o rd e r ly  r e t r e a t .  But Banks never c o n sid e red  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty
o f  being  a tta c k e d . On A p ril 7 h is  army reach ed  th e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o f
P le a sa n t H i l l . 2 2
By t h i s  tim e T ay lo r had f a l le n  back tw enty m ile s  west o f
P le a sa n t H i l l  to  M ansfie ld  and s e t  up h is  h e a d q u a rte rs . Here T ay lo r
decided  th a t  he would f ig h t  th e  F ed e ra ls  i f  th ey  approached th e  town.
I f  th e  Union fo rc e s  passed  through M an sfie ld , they  cou ld  tak e  any o f
th e  th re e  roads th a t  le d  to  S h revepo rt, abou t fo r ty  m ile s  f u r th e r  w est.
T ay lo r knew th a t  i f  Banks were p e rm itted  to  move th rough  M ansfield  i t
23would be im possib le  to  r e s t r i c t  him to  one narrow  ro ad .
21
I b i d . ,  pp. 181, 566; W in ters , C iv i l  War i n  L o u is ia n a , pp. 337-
338.
2 20 . R . . X fflV , p t .  1 , pp. 179-181, 197-198, 199, 307; W in ters, 
C iv il  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p . 338; Johnson, Red R iver Campaign, pp. 113-116
230 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 526, 563; W in ters , C iv il  War in  
L o u is ia n a , pp . 337-338.
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T h ere fo re , on A p ril  7 , G eneral T ay lo r began p re p a ra tio n s  fo r
b a t t l e  on a  s i t e  th re e  m ile s  below th e  town a t  a  c ro ssro a d  th a t  le d  to
th e  Sabine R iv e r. By daybreak on A p ril 8  he was moving h is  tro o p s  in to
p o s i t io n  on e i th e r  s id e  o f  th e  M a n sfie ld -P leasan t H i l l  ro ad . H is l in e
o f  b a t t l e  was formed a t  th e  edge o f  a  c le a r in g  800 y a rd s  wide and 1 2 0 0
y a rd s  lo n g . A fence on th e  f a r  s id e  o f  th e  s lo p in g  f i e l d  se p a ra ted  i t
24from a  dense p ine  f o r e s t .
E arly  in  th e  morning on A p ril  8 th e  F ed e ra l c av a lry  warned Banks 
th a t  th e  C onfederates were m assing in  h is  f r o n t .  The M assachusetts 
g e n e ra l o rdered  th e  c av a lry  n o t to  f a l l  back a s  he h u r r ie d ly  c a l le d  up 
re in fo rcem en ts  and t r i e d  to  t ig h te n  up th e  lo o se  columns.
Around one o 'c lo c k  th a t  a fte rn o o n  F edera l tro o p s  moved in to  th e
woods on th e  sou th  edge o f  th e  c le a r in g  o p p o site  th e  C o nfedera tes, and
25under cover o f  th e  dense f o r e s t  began to  form t h e i r  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e .
G eneral T ay lor im p a tie n tly  w aited  fo r  th e  enemy to  a t ta c k .
Mouton*s d iv is io n , in c lu d in g  P o l ig n a c 's  b rig a d e , was i n  b a t t l e  form ation 
on th e  l e f t  s id e  o f  th e  ro ad . As G eneral T ay lo r rode a long  h is  l in e s
w a itin g  fo r  th e  a c tio n  to  b e g in , he c a l le d  ou t to  P o lig n ac : " L i t t l e
26Frenchman, I  am going to  f ig h t  Banks here  i f  he has a  m ill io n  men."
L ate  i n  th e  a f te rn o o n , a s  th e  C onfederates w aited  fo r  th e
F ed e ra l a t ta c k ,  Mouton, ta lk in g  to  P o lig n ac , s a id : "L et us charge them
27in  th e  face  and throw them in to  th e  v a l le y ."  At 4:30 A.M., General
2 40 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp . 563-564.
2 5I b id . , pp . 182, 564.
96
Sarah A. Dorsey, R e c o lle c tio n s  o f  Henry W atkins A llen  (New 
York: M. Doolady, 1866), p . 261.
27Ib id .
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T ay lo r, c o r r e c t ly  su sp e c tin g  th a t  th e  enemy had n o t com pleted t h e i r
28h a t t l e  p re p a ra t io n s ,  o rd ered  Mouton to  open th e  a t ta c k  on th e  l e f t .
G eneral Mouton, a t  th e  head o f  h is  d iv is io n , le d  th e  tro o p s
29a c ro ss  th e  f i e l d  ’’under murderous f i r e  o f a r t i l l e r y  and m u ske try .”
V olleys o f  grape and c a n is te r  s ta g g e re d  th e  charg ing  C o n fed era te s . When
Mouton was k i l l e d ,  a long  w ith  many o f  h i s  o f f ic e r s  and men, P o lignac
rode forw ard , took  charge and con tinued  th e  a t ta c k .  U rging th e  men to
fo llow , th e  P r in c e , acco rd in g  to  R ichard  T ay lo r, "d isp la y e d  a b i l i t y  and
30p ressed  th e  s h a t te r e d  d iv is io n  s te a d i ly  fo rw ard .” "The d iv is io n
never h a l te d  fo r  a  moment nor even f e l l  in to  con fusion , bu t under th e
31g a lla n t  P o lig n ac  p re s se d  s tu b b o rn ly  o n .”
W ith a  loud  r e b e l  y e l l  th e  C onfederates charged up th e  h i l l
in to  th e  woods th a t  had concealed  th e  deadly guns. The gunners panicked
and f le d  to  th e  r e a r  b e fo re  th e  scream ing C onfederates o v e rran  t h e i r
p o s i t io n .  The su c c e s s fu l a s s a u l t  had been c o s tly —*762 men were k i l l e d
in  Mouton*s d iv is io n  which had c o n s is te d  o f  2,000 men a t  th e  beginning  
32o f  th e  ch arg e .
2 80 . R . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 564, 182, 200.
29I b i d . . p . 564; T ay lo r, D estru c tio n  and R e c o n s tru c tio n , p . 161.
30I b i d .
3 10 . R . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 564.
32I h ld  . ;  Dorsey, Henry W atkins A lle n , pp. 262-263. According 
to  W. W. H eart s i l l  a  p a r t ic ip a n t  i n  th e  b a t t l e  P o lignac  was wounded, 
see  W. W. H eart s i l l ,  F ourteen  Hundred and 91 Days i n  th e  C onfederate  
Army (Jack so n , T ennessee: McCowat-Mercer P re s s , 1954), p . 180. Kate
Stone w rote: "o u r l o s s  was heavy e s p e c ia l ly  in  o f f i c e r s ,  . . .  General
Polignac dangerously  wounded,” see  John Q, Anderson ( e d . ) ,  Brokenburn: 
The Jo u rn a l o f  Kate S tone 1861-1868 (Baton Rouge: L o u is ian a  S ta te  Uni­
v e r s i ty  P re s s ,  1955), p . 278. Obviously t h i s  was a  rumor because 
Polignac made no m ention o f  being  wounded i n  h is  d ia ry  and he le d  h is  
tro o p s  th e  n ex t day a t  P le a sa n t H i l l .
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Q eneral T ay lo r , s i t t i n g  on h i s  h o rse  w ith  one le g  over th e
sad d le  ho rn , calmly smoked a  c ig a r  a s  he watched th e  p rog ress o f  th e
a t ta c k  on th e  l e f t .  S a t i s f i e d  w ith  M outon's ch arg e , he o rdered  G eneral
33Walker to  open th e  a t ta c k  on th e  r i g h t .
The f ig h tin g  was heavy a l l  a long  th e  l i n e s ,  bu t the  C onfederates
s te a d i ly  pushed th e  enemy back to  a  wooded r id g e .  Here the  F ed e ra ls
a ttem p ted  to  make a  second s ta n d . But they  wore becoming d iso rg an ized
and were running  ou t o f  amm unition. Soon th e  e n t i r e  l in e  gave way under
th e  C onfederate  a t ta c k .  Many o f  them panicked and began to  f l e e ,  "On
th ey  ra n . Guns, knapsacks, b la n k e t s ~ e  very  th in g  was thrown away by
th e  f r a n t ic  s o ld ie r s  a s  th e  hue and cry  o f  th e  e x u lta n t  so u th e rn ers
34rang  in  t h e i r  e a r s ,"
To make m a tte rs  worse, th e  f le e in g  s o ld ie r s  found th a t  some 
s t a l l e d  wagons from t h e i r  c av a lry  wagon t r a i n  t h a t  had t r i e d  unsuccess­
fu l ly  to  tu rn  around on th e  narrow  road  b locked t h e i r  escape. But th e
fr ig h te n e d  men re fu se d  to  be stopped  and de tou red  around th e  s t a l l e d
35v e h ic le s  th rough  th e  woods to  co n tin u e  t h e i r  f l i g h t  to  th e  r e a r .
The pursu ing  C onfedera tes stopped  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  c o n te n ts  
o f  th e  abandoned wagons b e fo re  advancing . T h is s h o r t  delay was lo ng  
enough fo r  th e  F ed era l g e n e ra l, W illiam  H, Emory, to  b rin g  up h is  
d iv is io n  o f  5,000 men and form a  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  a t  a  sm all c le a r in g  on 
a  r id g e  c a l le d  P le a sa n t Grove, abou t fou r m ile s  from th e  f i r s t  engage­
m ent, H is tro o p s  h e ld  a  c reek  th a t  was th e  only  w ater supply o th e r
OO
0 .  R .. XXXIV, p t ,  1 , p , 564.
34Ib id * , pp* 185, 200, 283; Johnson, Red R iver Campaign« p* 137.
35
0 .  R ., XXXIV, p t .  1 , p p . 182, 185, 200, 564-565; D im itry ,
L o u is ia n a , pp , 141-142,
' 36th an  M ansfie ld  seven m ile s  away.
S h o rtly  b e fo re  n ig h t f a l l  th e  C onfederates) In c lu d in g  P o lignac*s 
d iv is io n ,  charged Emory’s  p o s i t io n .  In  th e  s p i r i t e d  f ig h t  th a t  l a s te d  
only tw enty m inutes th e  F ed e ra ls  were pushed back 400 y a rd s  from th e  
c re e k . D arkness ended th e  engagement; th e  B a tt le  o f  M an sfie ld , o r  Sabine 
C rossroads a s  i t  was c a l le d  by th e  F e d e ra ls , was o v e r. The C onfederates 
camped n e a r  th e  c reek  th a t  n ig h t and made p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  th e  nex t day’ s
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b a t t l e .
Even though he had been outnumbered, G eneral T ay lo r had fo rced  
a  b a t t l e  on ground o f  h i s  own choosing—*he had re p u lse d  1 2 ,0 0 0  men o f  
Banks army which had been thrown a g a in s t  him in  detachm ents. I n  a l l  
th r e e  s ta g e s  o f  th e  b a t t l e  Banks’ combined u n i ts  more th a n  equaled
T a y lo r 's  s t r e n g th .  But th e  C onfederates v i r tu a l ly  d e fe a te d  each u n i t
38b e fo re  re in fo rcem en ts  could  a r r iv e .
The F e d e ra ls  had su f fe re d  h e a v ily , lo s in g  2 ,186  men—*115 k i l l e d ,
648 wounded, and 1 ,423  c ap tu red . G eneral T aylor s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  t o t a l
39lo s s  was 1 ,0 0 0  men.
A f te r  th e  b a t t l e  P o lig n ac , promoted to  m ajor g e n e ra l ,  was g iven
40command o f  Mouton*s o ld  d iv is io n . Thus P o lig n ac , th e  h ig h e s t rank ing  
member o f  Europe’s  n o b i l i ty  to  le a d  tro o p s  in  b a t t l e  i n  th e  war, was 
a ls o  th e  on ly  fo re ig n e r  to  ach ieve  th e  rank  o f  m ajor g e n e ra l in  e i th e r
3 60 . R .. XXXIV, p t ,  1 , pp . 200-201; W in ters , C iv i l  War i n  
L o u is ia n a , p ,  346; T ay lo r , D e s tru c tio n  and R e c o n s tru c tio n , p . 161,
370 . R ., XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp . 201, 565; p t .  3 , p , 556.
38W in ters , C iv il  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p , 347.
3 9 I b ld . : 0 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 194-218, 560-572.
400 . R .. XXIV, p t .  3 , p , 764; see a lso  Jo u rn a l o f  th e  C onfederate  
S ta te s  o f  Am erica. IV, pp . 227, 240,
th e  C onfederate  o r Union army*
I t  i s  eq u a lly  im pressive  t h a t  a t  th e  age o f  th ir ty - tw o  th e
P rin c e  was one o f  th e  youngest g e n e ra ls  on e i th e r  s id e  w ithout th e
b e n e f i t  o f  a  form al m il i ta ry  education*
He had w aited  th re e  y e a rs  fo r  th e  chance to  p ro v e , in  a  d ec is iv e
manner, th a t  he could  lea d  tro o p s  i n  b a tt le *  A lthough th e  numbers in
M outon's d iv is io n  were not im p re ss iv e , th e  c ircum stances under which
Polignac  s u c c e s s fu lly  assumed command were* The d iv is io n  had been
s h a t te re d ;  o n e - th ird  o f  th e  men had f a l l e n  under th e  t e r r i b l e  f i r e  o f
th e  enemy's a r t i l l e r y  and muskets* Yet when Mouton was k i l l e d ,  Polignac
q u ick ly  assumed command and urged th e  men on* The tro o p s  never "h a lte d
fo r  a  moment, 11 and under th e  g a l la n t  l i t t l e  Frenchman, overran  th e
enem y's s tro n g  p o sitio n *
During th e  n ig h t o f  A p ril  8  G enerals Thomas C h u rc h ill and Mosby
M. P arsons a r r iv e d  from K eachi, a  sm a ll s e ttle m e n t about twenty m iles to
th e  n o rth w est, w ith 4,000 Arkansas and M issouri tro o p s  to  re in fo rc e  
41Taylor*
Banks, o v e restim a tin g  th e  enem y's s t r e n g th ,  decided  no t to  make
a s ta n d  and began h is  r e t r e a t  du rin g  th e  n igh t*  E arly  on th e  morning
o f  th e  n in th ,  T ay lor o rdered  h is  e n t i r e  fo rc e  to  pursue th e  F edera l
army* The c a v a lry , commanded by G eneral Thomas Green, was follow ed by
42th e  in f a n t ry  u n i ts  o f  C h u rc h ill , P a rso n s , W alker, and Polignac*
410* R*. XXXIV, pt* 1 , pp* 527, 553, 565; T ay lo r , D estru c tio n  
and R eco n s tru c tio n * pp* 162-165.
^ T a y lo r ,  D estru c tio n  and R e c o n s tru c tio n , p* 163; R ichard  B* 
Irw in , H iBtory o f  th e  19th Army C orns* (New York: G. P . Putnam 's Sons,
1892), pp* 314-316; 0 .  R ., XXXIV, p t*  1 , p . 565.
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As th e  C onfederates moved forward In  p u r s u i t  toward P le a sa n t 
H i l l ,  th ey  saw th a t  th e  enemy had made a  d is o rd e r ly  r e t r e a t*  Wagons and 
s u p p lie s  were sm oldering and burn ing  a l l  a long  th e  road ; dead and 
wounded s o ld ie r s  la y  a long  th e  l in e  o f  march* Many Union s o ld ie r s  who 
had been l e f t  behind  were taken  p r iso n e r* ^ 3
B efore d a y lig h t , about th re e  m iles from P le a sa n t H i l l ,  th e  
C onfederate  c a v a lry  caught th e  enemy's r e a r  guard* The F ed e ra ls  drew up 
i n  a  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  and du ring  th e  l ig h t  sk irm ish  th a t  fo llow ed P o lignac  *s 
d iv is io n  moved up to  r e l ie v e  th e  cavalry*  But i t  was s t i l l  d a rk , and
44when th e  d iv is io n  go t caught i n  a  c ro s s f i r e  th e  men were p u lle d  back*
Banks decided to  fo rce  a  b a t t l e  a t  th e  v i l la g e  o f  P le a s a n t H i l l
which was lo c a te d  on a  m ile -sq u are  p la teau*  The F ed e ra l tro o p s  formed
t h e i r  l i n e  a c ro ss  th e  open p la te a u  from C ollege H i l l ,  th e  h ig h e s t
ground on th e  l e f t ,  to  th e  woods bo rd erin g  th e  M ansfie ld  road  on th e  
45r ig h t*  The Union tro o p s  had been re in fo rc e d  by G eneral A* J* Sm ith, 
moving up from N a tch ito ch es , in c re a s in g  th e  F ed era l s t r e n g th  i n  th e
46a re a  to  abou t 24,000 men, 13,000 o f  which would ta k e  p a r t  i n  th e  b a tt le *
T a y lo r 's  f u l l  fo rce  o f  12,500 men a r r iv e d  a t  P le a sa n t H i l l  by
one o 'c lo c k  in  th e  afternoon* Because th e  men were too  t i r e d  and
t h i r s t y  to  f i g h t ,  th e  a t ta c k  was postponed w hile they  res ted *  At fou r
47o 'c lo c k  th ey  were ready fo r  b a t t l e .
4 30 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 565, 617; Ham ilton P . Bee, " B a tt le  
o f  P le a s a n t H i l l - - a n  E rro r  C o rrec ted ,"  Southern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  
P a p e rs* V III (A p r il ,  1880), p . 184.
4 4I b id . : 0 . R*. XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 618.
45T ay lo r , D e s tru c tio n  and R eco n s tru c tio n * pp . 163-164*
460* R .* XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 553.
47I b id .  * p . 566.
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Even though th e  F e d e ra ls , w ith  13,000 men, occupied a  s u p e r io r
p o s i t io n ,  T ayjor was c o n fid e n t and hoped to  d e stro y  th e  enemy army. He
planned a f lan k in g  movement and s e n t  C h u r c h i l l 's  d iv is io n  wide to  th e
r ig h t  o f  th e  M ansfie ld  Hoad th rough  th e  woods to  f lan k  th e  enem y's l e f t .
P o lig n a c 's  d iv is io n ,  which had su f fe re d  most i n  th e  a c tio n  on th e
p rev io u s day, was h e ld  i n  re s e rv e  on th e  ro ad . The rem aining u n i t s
48formed a  l in e  o f  b a t t l e  a c ro ss  th e  road  fa c in g  th e  F edera l f r o n t .
At fou r o 'c lo c k  T ay lo r opened th e  a t ta c k  on th e  l e f t  w ith
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  to  mask C h u rc h i l l 's  movement. At 4:30 P.M. C h u rc h il l ,  in
p o s i t io n ,  opened th e  a t t a c k ,  which was th e  s ig n a l  fo r  th e  C onfederate
l in e  to  advance. The e n t i r e  l i n e  moved forw ard and fo r  a  w hile  v ic to ry
seemed a ssu red ; th e  F e d e ra ls  were f a l l in g  back . Suddenly C h u rc h i l l 's
column which had n o t moved f a r  enough to  th e  r i g h t ,  was o u tfla n k ed  by
fre s h  tro o p s . H is men pan icked  and f le d  th rough  th e  r ig h t  wing o f  th e
advancing C onfederates causing  c o n s id e ra b le  con fusion . D esp ite  t h i s
49unexpected developm ent, th e  l i n e  con tinued  to  move forw ard.
The C onfedera tes s tru c k  th e  F ed era l l i n e  bu t were re p u ls e d .
They f e l l  back, reform ed t h e i r  l i n e s  and charged  re p e a te d ly , s u f f e r in g
heavy lo s s e s .  Walker was wounded and many o f  h is  men were k i l l e d .  The
whole C onfederate l i n e  was s ta g g e re d  by th e  deadly f i r e .  At t h i s  p o in t ,
th e  r ig h t  wing, h a rd e s t  h i t ,  f e l l  back in  co n fusion . Po lignac was
50o rdered  forward to  r e in fo rc e  th e  sagging  l i n e .
*8I b i d . , pp . 567-568; T ay lo r, D e s tru c tio n  and R e co n s tru c tio n , 
p . 164-166.
49I b id .
500 . R .. XXXEV, p t .  1 , p . 568; T ay lo r , D estru c tio n  and Recon­
s t r u c t io n . pp. 165-166.
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Stand ing  In  h i s  sa d d le , th e  P rin ce  shou ted : "My hoys, fo llow
51your P o lig n a c ,"  The L o u is ian ian s  In  th e  d iv is io n ,  remembering t h e i r
52l a t e  commander, shouted  "Mouton" as they  advanced* They made s e v e ra l
c h a rg es , but were h u rle d  back " a s  i f  by a r e s i s t l e s s  and super-human
. . 53power*"
By n i g h t f a l l ,  however, th e  C o n fed era te s , p e r s i s t in g  in  t h e i r
a t t a c k ,  began to  re g a in  some lo s t  ground and pushed th e  F e d e ra ls  in to
th e  woods* But in  th e  darkness th e  d iso rg a n iz ed  C onfederate  commands
became se p a ra te d  in  th e  dense woods and m istaken ly  began f i r in g  a t  each 
54o ther*  F ig h tin g  con tinued  u n t i l  n ine  o 'c lo c k  when G eneral T ay lo r, to
p rev e n t more co n fusion , w ithdrew h is  tro o p s  and f e l l  back s ix  m ile s  to  
55a  w a te r supply*
K irby Smith had a r r iv e d  a t  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  dark  
and assumed command* He found h is  fo rce s  s h a t te r e d ,  confused , and d i s -  
o rg an iz ed , th e  only u n i t  i n t a c t  be ing  P o l ig n a c 's  d iv is io n *  P o lignac 
w ith  one b rig ad e  o f  c a v a lry , th e re fo re , rem ained beh ind  to  cover th e  
th e  r e t r e a t .**7
51B less in g to n , W alk er 's  Texas D iv is io n , p* 197*
52 I b id .
53I b id * G eneral H* P . Bee in s i s t e d  t h a t  P o lignac*s in fa n try  
and Tom G reen 's  cav a lry  "were n o t d e fea ted  o r  d riv en  back; they  drove 
t h e i r  fo es  w ith in  th e  l i n e  o f  th e  en trenchm ents, and h e ld  them th e re ,  
a lth o u g h  no t a b le  to  b reak  i t*  • • see  Bee, " P le a sa n t H i l l , "  Southern  
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs . V III , p* 185.
5V  R .. XXXIV, pt* 1 , p . 568; B a rr, P o lig n ac» s  Texas B rigade* 
pp* 40-41*
55I b id *; Irw in , 19 th  Army Corns* p . 320.
56£• Kirby Sm ith, "The Red R iver Campaign," B a t t le s  and L ea d ers . 
IV , p . 372; 0 . R*. XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 564.
57I b id . : 0 .  R .. XXXIV, p t . 1 , p . 554.
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Thus th e  B a t t le  o f  P le a sa n t H i l l  ended In  a  C onfederate  d e fe a t .
But th e  next morning th e  C onfederates found them selves In  p o sse ss io n  o f  
th e  v i l la g e  fo r  Banks a g a in  had r e t r e a te d  during  th e  n ig h t .  Upon le a rn in g  
o f  th e  r e t r e a t ,  K irby Sm ith c o r r e c t ly  a p p ra ise d  th e  s i tu a t io n  when he 
s a id  th a t  Banks had co nverted  "a  v ic to ry  which he m ight have c la im ed in to  
a  d e fe a t . " 58
Both s id e s  had s u f fe re d  heavy lo s s e s .  According to  one a u th o r i ty ,
th e  F edera ls  endured 1 ,506 c a s u a l t ie s —152 k i l l e d ,  859 wounded, and 495
c ap tu red . The t o t a l  C onfederate  lo s s ,  acco rd ing  to  R ichard  T a y lo r , was
59approxim ately 1 ,5 0 0 .
The C onfederate  cav a lry  pursued Banks w hile  th e  in f a n t r y  re tu rn e d
60to  M ansfield to  o b ta in  s u p p lie s .  On A p ril  12 P o lig n ac , in  th e  f i e ld
n e a r M ansfie ld , p ra is e d  h i s  tro o p s  fo r  th e  g a lla n try  they  had d isp lay e d
in  th e  rec en t b a t t l e :
Thanks to  your v a lo r  and your u n t ir in g  energy, th e  
host t h a t  had invaded  th e  country  and was moving up sp re ad ­
ing  d e v a s ta tio n  . . .  has been re p u lsed  and i s  now in  f u l l  
r e t r e a t .  . . .  On th e  8 th  o f  A p r i l ,  you made . . .  a  charge  
worthy o f  an army o f  v e te ra n s , . . .  which shows th a t  
num erical s t r e n g th  must g ive way to  a w e ll s e t t l e d  d e te r ­
m ination  o f  a  ju st, cau se . • • •®1
He p ra is e d  G eneral Mouton who had le d  th e  charge "w ith  an energy 
which in su re d  th e  su c ce ss  o f  th e  onslaugh t . . .  ru sh in g  to  th e  forem ost
58K irby Sm ith, "The Red R iv er Campaign," B a tt le s  and L ea d e rs . XV, 
p .  372; 0 . R .« XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 554, 569.
59L iverm ore, Numbers and L o sse s , pp. 109-110.
6°0 . R . . XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 554, 568-570.
6*1
C. E . C lo u tie r  M anuscript C o lle c tio n , R u sse ll L ib ra ry  A rch iv es, 
N orthw estern S ta te  C ollege (N a tch ito ch es , Louisiana)!.
ran k , he ^ o u t o r /  f e l l  w hile  fa c in g  th e  foe and u rg in g  our tro o p s to
v ic to ry *  • • •" P o lignac  concluded:
Many o th e r  g a l la n t  o f f i c e r s  and s o ld ie r s  o f  a l l  ranks
have been strew n on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  whose names would f i l l
a  long  l i s t  o f  woe; b u t s o ld ie r s  and companions in  arms, 
though we mourn fo r  th e  f a l l e n  b rav e , and fo r  th e  wounded, 
who can no lo n g e r a s s i s t  vis in  th e  defense o f  th e  country , 
y e t  t h e i r  f a te  i s  no t w ith o u t compensation* These w ill  
now enjoy th e  b le s s in g s  o f  a  q u ie t  home, w ith  th e  conso ling  
though t o f  having done t h e i r  duty tow ards God, t h e i r  country  
and them selves, and w hile  th e  memory o f  th e  dead w il l  be
ch erish ed  by us and ou r c h ild re n , th ey  w i l l  wear in  heaven
th e  crown which i s  due to  t h e i r  devotion  to  our most sacred  
and holy cause*6 2
Upon h earin g  o f  Banks* d e fe a t a t  M ansfie ld , P o r te r  tu rned  h is  
sh ip s  around and headed back to  Grand Ecore* With Banks and P o r te r  in  
f u l l  f l i g h t ,  Kirby Smith decided  to  a t ta c k  F re d e ric k  S te e le  in  Arkansas* 
A ccord ing ly , on A p ril 14 , th e  th r e e  in fa n try  d iv is io n s  o f  Walker, 
C h u rc h ill ,  and Parsons l e f t  M ansfie ld  fo r  S h rev ep o rt, to  begin  o p e ra tio n s  
in  A rkansas*®3
' T ay lo r, ex p ec tin g  to  jo in  th e  A rkansas e x p e d itio n , l e f t  P o lignac  
i n  command o f  th e  fo rc e s  rem aining  on th e  Red R iver and went to  Shreve­
p o r t  to  re p o r t  to  K irby Smith* On A p ril 14 P o lignac moved h is  d iv is io n
o f  in f a n t r y ,  numbering approx im ate ly  2,000 e f f e c t iv e s ,  toward Grand E core
64to  su p p o rt th e  cav a lry  engaging Banks' army there*  Polignac a r r iv e d
on A p ril  19 and assumed command o f  th e  C onfederate forces*  Although
P o lignac  had l e s s  than  5,000 men, he .h a ra s s e d  Banks and kep t him con-
65f in e d  behind  th e  earthw orks a t  Grand Ecore*
6 2I b id .
6 30 .  R«, X m V , pt* 1 , pp . 480-481, 555, 571-572.
64I b id *. pp. 480-484, 572.
65Ib id *, pp . 610-612; Johnson, Red R iver Campaign, pp. 220-221*
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I n  th e  meantime Kirby Smith decided to  conduct th e  Arkansas
campaign p e rso n a lly *  He l e f t  T ay lo r i n  command a t  S h re v ep o rt, but gave
him p e rm iss io n  to  r e jo in  h is  tro o p s  on th e  Red River* R efusing  to  rem ain
i d l e ,  T ay lo r l e f t  S h reveport on th e  n in e te e n th , and a r r iv e d  a t  Grand
00
Ecore on th e  tw e n ty - f ir s t*
E a rly  th a t  m orning Banks' a ttem pt to  le a v e  Grand Ecore was 
th w a rte d  by C onfederate  c av a lry  and sk irm ishers*  S k irm ish ing  continued
67
a l l  day , b u t th e re  was no g e n e ra l engagement* Banks ag a in  was fo rced
to  r e s o r t  to  a  n ig h t r e t r e a t ,  and marched th ir ty - tw o  m ile s  to  C lo u tie r -
v l l l e  w ith o u t h a l t in g *68
T ay lo r d e ta i le d  tro o p s  to  pursue Banks. A tta c k in g  th e  Union
fo rc e s  on A p ril 23, th e  C onfederates forced  th e  enemy to  r e t r e a t  to
M o n e tte 's  F e rry  on th e  Cane R iv er fou r m iles so u th  o f  C lo u t ie r v i l le .
Here th e  F e d e ra ls  c ro sse d  th e  r iv e r*  Pollgnac a ttem p ted  to  re in fo rc e
th e  C onfedera tes a t  M o n e tte 's  F e rry , but a r r iv e d  too  l a t e  to  p reven t th e
69l a s t  F e d e ra l tro o p s  from escaping*
The co u n try s id e  a long  th e  road  from Grand E core to  C lo u t ie r v i l le  
s u f f e r e d  g re a t ly  from th e  wanton d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  F ed e ra l army*
B urning b u ild in g s  marked th e  ro u te  o f  th e  r e t r e a t in g  army* According to  
T ay lo r;
The d e s tru c t io n  • • • exceeds any th ing  in  h is to ry *  For many 
m ile s  every dw elling  house, every Negro c a b in , every cotton-
fie
T ay lo r, D e s tru c tio n  and R e co n s tru c tio n * pp* 177-178; 0* R ..
XXXIV, p t*  1 , pp . 531-534, 571-572.
67John S c o tt ,  S to ry  o f  th e  32nd Iowa I n f a n t ry  (Nevada, Iowa:
John S c o t t ,  1896), p* 286; 0* R». XXXIV, pt* 1 , p» 190*
68T ay lo r , D e s tru c tio n  and R eco n s tru c tio n * p* 179; 0 . R . . XXXIV, 
pt*  1 , p* 190*
6 90 .  R*. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 579-583.
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g in , every c o rn - c r ib ,  and even ch icken -houses, have been 
burned to  th e  ground; every fence to rn  down and th e  f i e l d s  
to rn  up by th e  hoofs o f  h o rse s  and wheels o f  wagons. Many 
hundreds o f  p e rso n s a re  u t t e r ly  w ithou t s h e l t e r . 7 0
The p u rs u i t  o f  Banks by a  p a r t  o f  th e  C onfederate c a v a lry  and a
p o r t io n  o f  P o lig n a c 's  d iv is io n  o f  in f a n try  con tinued . The F e d e ra ls ,
however, o f fe re d  no r e s i s ta n c e  u n t i l  they  were sa fe  in  A lexand ria  under
71th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  some o f  t h e i r  gunboats.
By t h i s  tim e th e  w ater i n  th e  Red R iver had f a l le n  so low th a t
te n  v e s se ls  were s tra n d e d  above th e  r a p id s .  With Banksr army con fined
behind  earthw orks a t  A lex an d ria  and some o f  th e  b o a ts  s tra n d ed  above th e
r a p id s ,  T ay lo r d iv ided  h i s  army, which numbered l e s s  than  5 ,000 cav a lry
and in f a n t r y ,  i n  an a ttem p t to  blockade th e  Red R iver and c u t o f f
F ed e ra l communication w ith  th e  M is s is s ip p i . John A ustin  W harton 's
c av a lry  was s p l i t  in to  th re e  u n i t s .  W illiam  S te e le ,  commanding th e
f i r s t  u n i t ,  was s e n t  to  h o ld  th e  r i v e r  and Rapides roads to  th e  n o rth
and west o f  A lex an d ria . A rthu r P . Bagby, commanding th e  second u n i t ,
was s ta t io n e d  on th e  Boeuf Road to  th e  so u th  o f  S t e e l e 's  command, and
James P. Major was s e n t  to  D av id 's  F e rry , tw en ty -fiv e  m iles so u th  o f
A lexandria  on th e  Red R iv e r . P o lig n a c 's  in f a n t r y ,  which c o n s is te d  o f
1 ,200  men, was lo c a te d  on Boeuf Bayou w ith in  su p p o rtin g  d is ta n c e  o f
72Bagby and M ajors.
P o lignac  had o rd e rs  to  a t ta c k  any fo rce  a ttem p tin g  to  reach  
A lex an d ria . I f  Banks t r i e d  to  escape , P o lignac  and M ajors were to
7 0I b id . . p . 581.
7 1 I b i d . ,  pp. 589, 610-612, 791.
7 2I b ld . , pp. 588-591; T ay lo r , D e s tru c tio n  and R e c o n s tru c tio n ,
p . 181.
73d riv e  o f f  a l l  l iv e s to c k  in  th e  Union l in e  o f  march. On May 6  and 7
a  b rig ad e  from P o lig n a c 's  d iv is io n  engaged some F e d e ra ls  on th e  Rapides
Road and R obert and Boeuf Bayous. The F e d e ra ls  f i r e d  on th e  C onfedera tes
fo r  s e v e ra l hours w ith  heavy a r t i l l e r y  and th en  advanced. T his a c t io n
threw  th e  C onfederates in to  co n fu s io n , bu t th ey  r a l l i e d  and were a b le  to
d riv e  th e  F e d e ra ls  a c ro ss  Lamouie Bayou, c a p tu r in g  a  number o f  p r is o n e r s .
I n  a d d it io n , two gunboats were c ap tu red , and P o lignac  ordered  one o f  h i s
74o f f i c e r s  to  ta k e  p o ssess io n  o f  th e  badly  needed guns.
On May 1 , a s  th e  w a te r i n  th e  r i v e r  con tinued  to  f a l l ,  th e
F e d e ra ls  were fo rced  to  c o n s tru c t  a  lo g  dam which was completed on May 8 .
The dam gave way during  th e  c ro s s in g  o f  th e  f i r s t  two v e sse ls  and a f t e r
fo u r days o f  re b u ild in g , th e  rem ain ing  b o a ts  were a b le  to  c ro ss  th e  
75ra p id s .
With th e  b o a ts  s a fe ly  below th e  r a p id s ,  Banks decided to  evacuate
A lex an d ria , le a v in g  on May 14 . The C onfederates pursued him w ith
P o lig n ac , M ajors, and Bagby covering  th e  f ro n t  and f la n k s , w hile  Isa a c
F . H arriso n  was on th e  n o rth  s id e  o f  th e  Red R iver and W illiam  S t e e l e 's
76d iv is io n  follow ed in  th e  r e a r .
B efore le a v in g  th e  town, some o f  Banks' men s e t  f i r e  to  a  number 
o f  b u i ld in g s . The f i r e  sp re ad , causing  a  g re a t  d ea l o f  damage to  
A lex an d ria . Banks made h i s  escape only  a f t e r  heavy f ig h tin g  th a t
7 30 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 588.
7 ^ Ib id . , p . 173; 0 . R. N ., XXVI, pp . 171-172; Dorsey, Henry 
W atkins A lle n , p . 265.
7 50 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp . 191-193, 209-210, 402-404; 0 . R. N .. 
XXVI, pp . 130-135.
7 60 .  R. N ., XXVI, p . 173; 0 .  R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 591.
77l a s t e d  most o f  th e  a f te rn o o n .
On Hay 16, a t  Mansura, about t h i r t y  m ile s  so u th  o f A lexand ria , 
th e  C onfederates a ttem p ted  to  delay Banks' fo rw ard  p ro g re s s . Mansura
was n e s t le d  i n  a wooded a re a  fro n ted  by a r o l l i n g  p la in  seven m ile s  long
78and two and one h a l f  m iles  wide.
B efore daybreak T ay lo r formed h is  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  
woods which concealed  th e  F e d e ra ls . Bagby and M ajors were on th e  r ig h t  
and P o l ig n a c 's  d iv is io n  w ith  some cava lry  reg im en ts  were on th e  l e f t .
The e n t i r e  l in e  was hidden in  a  ra v in e  about 300 o r  400 y a rd s from th e
. 79woods.
At 6  A.M. an a r t i l l e r y  duel began and l a s te d  fo r  alm ost four
h o u rs . At 10 A.M. th e  F ed e ra l tro o p s , 10,000 s tro n g  and formed in
s e v e ra l  l i n e s ,  were o rd e re d  to  advance. They fo rce d  th e  outnumbered
tro o p s  o f  T ay lo r back and opened th e  road  to  Slmmesport to  th e  r e t r e a t ­
in g  army. N e ith e r s id e  su f fe re d  many c a s u a l t ie s  i n  th e  engagement which
80had been , fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  l im ite d  to  an a r t i l l e r y  d u e l.
A f te r  th e  engagement a t  Mansura th e  C onfedera tes fo llow ed th e  
F e d e ra ls , and on May 18 T ay lo r made a f in a l  a t t a c k  on Banks' r e a r  a t  
th e  c ro s s in g  o f  th e  A tch afa lay a . On Yellow Bayou, n e a r  Norwood's 
P la n ta t io n ,  th e  C onfederate  cav a lry  h arassed  th e  F e d e ra l r e a r .  T ay lor 
formed h i s  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  a c ro ss  an open f i e l d  w ith  M a jo r 's  d iv is io n  on
7 70 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , p . 591.
78B a rr , P o lig n a c 's  Texas B rigade, p . 44.
7 9I b i d . : 0 . R ., XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 193, 211-212, 593.
80
0 . R .. XXXIV, p t .  1 , pp. 193, 211-212, 591, 593; Johnson,
Red R iv er Campaign, pp . 273-274.
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81th e  r ig h t  and P o lig n ac* s  tro o p s  on th e  l e f t*
A fte r  sk irm ish e rs  drove "back some F edera l c av a lry  in to  a  b e l t  o f
tim b e rt th e  e n t i r e  C onfederate  l in e  moved forward* With a  lo u d  re b e l
82y e l l  th e  C onfederates ru shed  th e  woods*
Banks o rd ered  G eneral Joseph A* Mower w ith  th re e  b rig a d e s  o f  
in fa n try  and one o f  c a v a lry  to  ho ld  u n t i l  th e  rem aining army c ro sse d  th e  
A tchafalaya  River* Mower drove th e  sk irm ish e rs  back through th e  woods 
to  an open f i e l d  where he saw th e  e n t i r e  C onfederate l in e  advancing*
Tinder cover o f  th e  woods he h u r r ie d ly  deployed h is  tro o p s  i n  th e  l in e
QO
o f b a tt le *
M ajors opened th e  a t ta c k  on th e  l e f t .  He pushed th e  F e d e ra l c av a lry  
befo re  him, and succeeded  in  g e t t in g  in  th e  r e a r  o f th e  l e f t  f la n k . Mean­
w hile , P o lignac made a  f r o n ta l  a s s a u l t  and moved in to  th e  t h i c k e t ,  bu t 
a f t e r  a  heavy b a rra g e  o f  c a n is te r  fo llow ed by a  bayonet charge h is  tro o p s  
were d riven  back i n  co n fu s io n . With P o lignac*s men in  f l i g h t ,  Mower 
s h i f te d  h is  a r t i l l e r y  and most o f  h is  men to  th e  l e f t  f la n k . The heavy
84barrage  from th e  a r t i l l e r y  fo rced  M ajors to  f a l l  back w ith  heavy lo s s e s .
A fte r  a  b r i e f  r e s t ,  in  th e  e a r ly  a fte rn o o n , bo th  com batants
moved in to  th e  th ic k e t  fo r  th e  second time* Once ag a in  th e  F e d e ra ls  drove
th e  C onfederates back in to  th e  open f ie ld *  This l a s t  a s s a u l t  s e t  th e
8 5th ic k e t  aflam e, making th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  b a t t l e  im possib le*
810 . R*. XXXIV, p t . ' l ,  pp . 193, 212, 593-595; W in ters , C iv il  War 
in  L o u is ian a , p* 376; B a rr, P o lignac*s Texas B rigade* p . 44,
8 2I b id .
8 3I b id .
84I b id .
85I b id .
Mower re p o rte d  h i s  lo s s e s  a s  38 k i l l e d ,  226 wounded, and 3
m iss in g , fo r  a  t o t a l  o f  267* T ay lo r had 30 k i l l e d ,  350 wounded, and
86over 100 o f  P o lig n a c 's  men c a p tu re d , fo r  a  t o t a l  lo s s  o f  some 500.
T heophilus N oel, a  C onfederate  s o ld ie r ,  re p o r te d  th a t  380 men o f
87P o l ig n a c 's  d iv is io n  were k i l l e d  i n  an i n s t a n t ;  Sergeant J .  M. Boyd o f
th e  T h irty -S econd  Iowa I n f a n t r y ,  d e sc rib e d  th e  b a t t l e  a s  fo llow s: "Our
men . . .  d e liv e re d  them v o lle y  a f t e r  v o lle y  a t  c lo se  and deadly ran g e ,
u n t i l  . . .  th e  "w ily  P r in c e  o f  F ra n ce ,"  P o lig n ac , c e r ta in ly  f e l t  t h a t
he had sp e n t l i f e  enough in  a ttem p t to  tu rn  our f la n k  o r break  our l i n e . "
Banks escaped a c ro s s  th e  A tch afa lay a  R iv e r. Thus, a f t e r  s i x ty -
seven  days, th e  Red R iver campaign ended where i t  had begun on th e  banks
o f  th e  A tch afa lay a . The F e d e ra ls  d id  no t invade Texas as they  had
p lanned , and fo r  them th e  campaign was a  f a i l u r e .  Although th e re  were
no d e c is iv e  v ic to r ie s ,  th e  C on federa tes had accom plished th e i r  pu rpose .
They had stopped Banks' advancing  army and had fo rced  a r e t r e a t .  T h e ir
su ccess  p reven ted  Texas and n o rth w este rn  L ou isiana  from f a l l in g  under
F ed e ra l c o n tro l .  No sm all p a r t  o f  th e  C onfederate  success was due to
th e  a b i l i t y  and le a d e rs h ip  o f  P o lig n a c . G eneral T ay lo r, in  h i s  r e p o r t
o f  th e  campaign, s ta te d  t h a t  P o l ig n a c 's  and W alker's  d iv is io n s  "had h e ld
every  p o s i t io n  e n tru s te d  to  them, c a r r ie d  every p o s i t io n  in  t h e i r  f r o n t ,
and d isp lay e d  a  constancy and v a lo r  worthy o f  th e  Guards o f Inkerman o r
89L e e 's  v e te ra n s  in  th e  W ild ern ess!"
W in ters, C iv il  War i n  L o u is ia n a , p . 377.
87T heophilus N oel, A utobiography and Rem iniscences (Chicago:
Theo. Noel Company P r in t e r ,  1904), p . 147.
88John S c o tt ,  32nd Iowa I n f a n t r y , p . 278*
89T ay lo r, D e s tru c tio n  and R e co n s tru c tio n , p . 230.
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P o lignac  had had an im portant p a r t  i n  s to p p in g , r e p e l l in g ,  and 
f i n a l ly  d r iv in g  th e  F e d e ra ls  ou t o f th e  Red R iv e r country* He had been 
i n  th e  fo re f ro n t  th roughout th e  campaign and was j u s t l y  p ra is e d  by h is  
su p e rio rs*
The P rin c e  had become a  good commander, no t on ly  because o f  h is
m i l i ta r y  a b i l i t i e s ,  bu t a ls o  because he had le a rn e d  to  understand  th e
c i t i z e n  so ld ie r*  He had le a rn e d , by e x p e rien c e , t h a t  th e se  c i t i z e n s
cou ld  be made in to  e f f e c t iv e  s o ld ie r s  i f  p ro p e r ly  handled*
S in cere  a f f e c t io n  and re sp e c t fo r  him was exp ressed  by th e  o f f i c e r s
o f  h i s  o ld  Texas b r ig a d e , when, on June 1 , w h ile  s t i l l  i n  th e  v ic in i ty
o f  Yellow Bayou, th ey  gave him a  f i e ld  horse*
C olonel James £* H arriso n , who p re s e n te d  th e  h o rse , s t a te d  th a t
th e  g i f t  was a  " s l i g h t  te s tim o n ia l  o f  our con fidence  i n  you /P o l ig n a c /  a s
an  o f f i c e r ,  and our esteem  fo r  you a s  a  gentleman* • • *n R ather than
b e in g  regarded  "a s  a  mere ad v en tu re r, borne on th e  f i c k le  wave o f  chance,
se ek in g  w ealth  and d i s t in c t io n  a t  th e  expense o f  a  n a t io n 's  b lood • • • ,"
th e  P r in c e  was p ra is e d  fo r  c a s tin g  h is  " l o t  w ith  th e  weak and oppressed
* * * *" H arriso n  d e c la re d  th a t  "by th e  b e s t  s o ld ie r s h ip  • • » , and a
s t r i c t  observance o f  o rd e r s ,"  Polignac had made h i s  way to  and had shown
h im se lf  "w orthy o f  th e  h ig h  p o s it io n  and t r u s t  com m itted • • . " t o  him*
The c o lo n e l concluded: "We c o n g ra tu la te  o u rse lv e s  t h a t  your l o t  has been
90c a s t  w ith  us in  th e  s t ru g g le  fo r  n a tio n a l e x is te n c e * "
H arriso n  spoke fo r  the  o f f ic e r s  o f  th o se  men who e a r l i e r  had 
th re a te n e d  mutiny and swore th a t  Polignac o r  " p o le c a t ,"  a  "damn fro g -e a tin g
90"Reply o f  Maj* Gen. P o lig n ac ,"  L o u is ia n a  H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n , 
C onfederate  P e rso n n e l, M anuscripts S e c tio n , T ulane U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  
(New O rlean s , L ou isiana)*
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Frenchman," would n ev e r command them* As B ichard  T aylor s a id ,
Polignac had had u p h i l l  work a l l  th e  way; bu t by h is  p a tie n c e , under­
s ta n d in g , and devo tion  to  d u ty , he had gained  th e  re sp e c t and a d m ira tio n  
o f  th e  brigade*
T his was no sm a ll accom plishm ent; th e se  independent-m inded 
C onfederates were n a tu r a l ly  su sp ic io u s  o f  fo re ig n e rs . In  o rd e r to  become 
e f f e c t iv e  s o ld ie r s  th ey  needed a  fa th e r-im ag e , somebody they  could  look  
up to —in  o th e r  words, a  lead er*  I t  i s  to  P o lig n a c 's  c re d i t  th en  th a t  
a s  a  t i t l e d  a r i s to c r a t i c  European he was a b le  to  ga in  th e i r  re s p e c t  and 
devo tion .
The P rin ce  had s u c c e s s fu lly  le d  th e  Texans in  s e v e ra l f i g h t s .  
Although many o f  h is  men were k i l l e d ,  th e  rem ainder had no t h e s i ta te d  to  
fo llow  t h e i r  g a lla n t  commander. These Texans were now v e te ra n s ; they  
had s p i r i t ,  eSLan. and p r id e  i n  t h e i r  u n i t ,  and they  were devoted to  t h e i r  
commander—v i t a l  e lem ents o f  a  su c c e ss fu l f ig h tin g  fo rce .
F u r th e r , th e re  must have been a  s p e c ia l  p rid e  in  being  a  member 
o f  th e  only  d iv is io n  in  th e  war commanded by a  p r in c e . At th e  end o f  
h o s t i l i t i e s  many o f  th e  Texans must have re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  homes w ith  
t a l l  t a l e s  o f th e  g a l l a n t  l i t t l e  French p r in c e  who had le d  them so 
courageously  in  b a t t l e .  The p re s e n ta tio n  o f  th e  horse was one way o f  
ex p ress in g  t h e i r  g r a t i tu d e  and a p p re c ia tio n .
P o lig n a c 's  resp o n se  to  H a rr is o n 's  speech was humble and demo­
c r a t i c ,  and in d ic a te s  h i s  f e e l in g  fo r  th e  b r ig a d e . He to ld  th e  men th a t  
i t  was h i s  duty to  a t te n d  to  t h e i r  needs and to  look  a f t e r  t h e i r  w e lfa re . 
But what fo r  him had been a  d u ty , he s a id ,  was fo r  them "a  v o lu n ta ry  
p ledge o f  sym pathy." T h is , he d e c la re d , " i s  your r e a l  g i f t  to  me; th e
f re e  g i f t  o f  your th o u g h ts .” Looking beyond th e  va lue  o f  th e  g i f t
i t s e l f )  he i n s i s t e d  th a t :  " i t s  beau ty  can add no th ing  to ,  i t s  d e fe c ts
could  tak e  no th ing  from th e  ex ce llen cy  o f  your w ell a p p re c ia te d  in te n -
91t io n  and g r a t i f y in g  token o f  rew ard .”
And what rew ard, he c o n tin u ed , "co u ld  be g r e a te r  to  me, than
th u s  to  s e e , i n  th e  s i l e n t  communion o f  our th o u g h ts , my fe e lin g s
a p p re c ia te d , my h e a r t  u n d e rs to o d .” T h is ex p ress io n  o f  con fidence , he
s a id ,  would alw ays be an encouragement "never to  swerve from th e  path  
92o f  d u ty ."
P o lignac  must have been p lea se d  a t  th e  way he had conducted 
h im se lf  du ring  th e  re c e n t engagements. C e rta in ly  fo r  th e  rem ainder 
o f  h i s  l i f e  he would alw ays look  back on th e  Red R iver campaign and th e  
B a tt le  o f  M ansfield  a s  th e  h ig h lig h ts  o f  h is  m il i ta ry  c a re e r . He would 
alw ays speak fondly  o f  h is  o ld  Texas b rig ad e  and h is  form er comrades 
i n  arm s.
91 I b id .
9 2I b id .
CHAPTER X
"The l a s t  days o f  th e  Confederacy"
The Red R iver campaign was over, bu t now came r e p o r ts  t h a t  th e  
Union g e n e ra l , Edward R* S* Canby, who had re p la c e d  Banks, was moving 
tow ard th e  C onfederate  s tro n g h o ld  o f  M obile, Alabama, In  response  to  
th e s e  r e p o r ts  th e  C onfederate  War Department decided  to  move tro o p s  from 
th e  T ra n s -M iss is s ip p i Department a c ro ss  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r , where 
th ey  would be i n  a  p o s i t io n  to  a id  th e  C onfederates f ig h t in g  in  T ennessee, 
G eorg ia , and Alabama*1
On J u ly  22, 1864, K irby Smith rec e iv e d  o rd e rs  to  send R ichard
2
T ay lo r and p a r t  o f  h i s  in f a n t r y  to  th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r i v e r .  T ay lo r 
was to  assume command o f  th e  Department o f  M is s is s ip p i  and E ast L ou is iana
3
and was in s t r u c te d  to  le a v e  w ith  " th e  l e a s t  p o s s ib le  d e la y ."  He was 
to  ta k e  w ith  him P o lig n a c 's  and W alker's d iv is io n s  and George H* Thomas* 
b rigade*  4
T a y lo r 's  tro o p s , s c a t te r e d  over c e n t r a l  L o u is ia n a , began to  make 
p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  th e  move* Secrecy was s t r e s s e d  because i t  was fea red  
t h a t  th e  L o u is ian a  and Texas tro o p s , extrem ely p r o v in c ia l ,  m ight re fu s e  
to  c ro s s  th e  r iv e r*  They were w il l in g  to  defend th e  T ra n s-M iss iss ip p i
(l»aî R*i, XLI, pt*  2 , pp* 1030, 1035; pt* 1 , p* 90; XXXXX, pt* 2 , 
pp* 721, 724*
2
Ib id * , XLI, pt*  1 , p* 90; pt* 2, p* 121*
3I b i d . ,  p t .  2 , p .  1031; XXXIX, p t .  2 , p . 724.
4Ib id * , XLI, pt*  2 , p . 1035; 0 . R. N ., XXVI, p* 506.
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Departm ent) bu t they  d id  n o t f e e l  o b lig a te d  to  f ig h t  I n  an o th e r d ep a rt­
m ent. Furtherm ore) th e  enemy, le a rn in g  o f  th e  proposed c ro ss in g ) would 
a ttem p t to  b lock  I t .
D esp ite  th e  a tte m p ts  to  m a in ta in  se c re c y , th e  Union command 
le a rn e d  o f  th e  move, and F e d e ra l I ro n c la d s  were s ta t io n e d  a t  tw elve-m ile  
I n te r v a ls  from Vicksburg to  th e  mouth o f  th e  Bed E lv e r . Gunboats
p a t r o l le d  th e  gaps and n o t more th a n  a  few hours p assed  th a t  a  gunboat
5
d id  n o t rea ch  every p o in t where a  c ro s s in g  m ight be made.
In  mid-August P o lignac  l e f t  A lexandria  fo r  W aterproof, L o u is ian a ,
where he p lanned to  c ro ss  th e  r i v e r .  During th e  march he "had an a t ta c k
0
o f  fe v e r , th e  second In  two y e a r s ."  He a ls o  com plained: "The L ou isiana
c lim a te  i s  beginning  to  t e l l  on me. T h is i s  my second summer in  t h i s
s t a t e  which i s  s a id  to  be th e  most t r y in g .  The w eather has been h o t te r
7
th an  l a s t  y e a r . . . . "
To fu r th e r  com plicate  m a t te r s ,  when th e  tro o p s  le a rn e d  o f  th e  
proposed c ro s s in g , mutiny was th re a te n e d  and th e  d e s e r t io n  r a t e  ro se  
sh a rp ly . Some o f  th e  d e s e r te r s ,  p o sse ss in g  arm s, were encouraged by a  
few o f f i c e r s  to  m utiny, and in  a t  l e a s t  one In s ta n c e  th e r e  was an open 
r e b e l l io n .  S ev e ra l hundred men d e se r te d  and a t  l e a s t  200 from P o lig n a c 's
g
d iv is io n  escaped w ith arm s. On August 22, In  resp o n se  to  th e  problems
5
D iary , August 10, 1864; 0 .  B». XLI, p t .  2 , pp . 473, 849; p t .  3 , 
p . 746; 0 .  B. N .. XXVI, p . 549; B le s s ln g to n , W alker's  Texas B rigade , 
p . 273.
. A
D iary , August 10 , 1864.
7I b id . . August 11 , 1864.
0
0 . B .. XLI, p t .  1 ,  pp . 113, 120. The s o ld ie r s  faced  alm ost 
c e r ta in  d ea th  i f  they a ttem p ted  to  c ro s s  th e  r i v e r  w h ile  i t  was pa­
t r o l l e d  by F ed era l gunboats. P o lig n a c , fo r  some re a so n , made no men­
t io n  o f  t h i s  In  h is  d ia ry .
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a r i s in g  from th e  proposed tro o p  movement, K irby Smith is s u e d  o rd e rs
g
suspending th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  s o ld ie r s  a c ro ss  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r . RLchard 
T ay lo r c ro sse d  th e  r i v e r  a lo n e  and assumed h is  new d u t ie s  i n  th e  D epart­
ment o f  M is s is s ip p i  and E as t Louisiana*
A f te r  th e  c ro ss in g  had been c a l le d  o f f ,  K irby Sm ith tu rn ed  h is  
a t t e n t io n  to  Arkansas* S ig n i f ic a n t  F edera l advances i n  t h a t  a re a  were 
unexpected w h ile  M ajor G eneral S te r l in g  P r ic e  co n tinued  to  engage th e  
enemy in  M issouri*  But s in c e  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  P r ic e  was a  m ajor Union 
o b j e c t i v e , ^  K irby Smith o rdered  Major G eneral John B* M agruder, com­
mander o f  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  A rkansas, to  h o ld  h is  fo rc e s  " in  re a d in e s s ,
re p le n is h  supp ly  d e p o ts , improve o rg a n iz a tio n  and d i s c ip l in e ,  and keep 
11a  c a r e f u l  watch" on th e  enemy in  h is  d i s t r i c t  and in  M issouri*
On August 30 P o lignac  and Walker were o rd ered  to  move t h e i r
12tro o p s  tow ard M o n tice llo , A rkansas, to  jo in  M agruder1s  command.
P o lignac*s d iv is io n  l e f t  H arrisonburg  on September 1 and a r r iv e d  a t  
Monroe oh th e  fourth*  The "march had been h a rd , / a n d /  th e  s u l t r y  hot
w eather had caused  many men to  f a in t  under th e  sc o rch in g  ra y s  o f  th e
„13 sun* * . . "
On Septem ber 5 th e  tro o p s  were moved th rough  Monroe to  a  b e t t e r  
g
0* B*. XLI, pt*  1 , pp* 111-112, 117; T ay lo r , D e s tru c tio n  and 
R e c o n s tru c tio n , p . 195; P a rk s , K irby Sm ith, p* 427*
^ 0 .  R . . XLI, pt*  3 , pp* 950, 979; P a rk s , K irby S m ith , pp . 437-
438*
i:LP a rk s , K irby Sm ith, pp. 437-438; 0 . R . . XLI, pt* 3 , pp . 916-917.
1 2B le s s in g to n , W alker*s Texas D iv is io n , p . 275; 0 .  R ..  XLI, pt*
3 , p* 907*
13D iary , September 4 , 1864; Barr, P o lig n a c* s  Texas B rigad e, p . 49.
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camp s i t e  about two m ile s  n o r th  o f  th e  c i t y .  Many o f  th e  men were s ic k ,
in c lu d in g  P o lig n ac , who had h is  t h i r d  a t ta c k  o f  fe v e r . During th e  next
week ro u tin e  a f f a i r s  f i l l e d  th e  days; th e  only  d iv e rs io n  was th e  execu tion
o f  a  d e s e r te r . 1 4
On September 13, M agruder, fe a r in g  a  F ed era l advance from Pine
B lu f f ,  o rdered  bo th  W alker*s and P o lig n ac* s  d iv is io n s  o f  7 ,000 cava lry
15and 7,000 in f a n t r y  to  move n o r th  to  M o n tice llo , A rkansas. The two 
u n i ts  im m ediately embarked on t h e i r  110-m ile march to  M o n tice llo . They
made good tim e and s tru c k  camp th r e e  m ile s  so u th  o f  th e  town on th e
\
16e ig h te e n th . The F e d e ra ls  d id  n o t advance, and no th in g  o f  no te  o ccu rred
du rin g  th e  rem ainder o f  th e  month.
David W alker, Surgeon o f  th e  F if te e n th  T exas, lam ented th a t
th e  reg io n  around M ontice llo  was:
a s  poor a s  poverty  to  b eg in  w ith , fo rged  upon by a  la rg e  
body o f tro o p s , q u a r te re d  h e re  fo r  a  month, th e  p ro sp e c ts  
fo r  som ething to  s u s ta in  man and b e a s t do n o t look  prom­
i s in g .  We a re  g e t t in g  te n  e a rs  o f  corn  p e r  day fo r  our 
h o rse s . T h is , a s  w e ll a s  th e  meat we e a t ,  has to  be 
tra n s p o r te d  s ix ty  m ile s . From p re se n t in d ic a t io n s ,  i f  
a  campaign i s  a ttem p ted  h e re , ou r sadd le  h o rse s  w i l l  
s ta rv e  b e fo re  s p r in g . ^ 7
In  o rd e r to  p ro te c t  P r ic e * s  c a v a lry , re tu rn in g  from a  r a id  in to  
M isso u ri, and a t  th e  same tim e , conduct d e fensive  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t a  
Union advance from L i t t l e  Pock in  th e  so u th , Magruder o rdered  h is  in ­
fa n try  to  Camden. On O ctober 2 , am idst heavy r a in ,  th e  tro o p s  marched
14D iary , September 5 -9 , 1864.
1 5I b id . : 0 . P . . XLI, p t .  3 , pp . 907, 915-916, 918; p t .  1 , p . 753; 
B a rr, P o lignac*s Texas B rig ad e , p . 49; B le ss in g to n , W alker*s Texas 
D iv is io n , p .  275.
1 6 D iary , September 13, 1864.
17M erle M. Duncan, "David R ichard  W allace ,"  Texana, I  (F a l l ,
1963), p . 346.
18south  by way o f  Warren, and a rr iv e d  a t  Camden on th e  s ix th ,  where th ey
helped  f o r t i f y  th e  town* A fterw ards they  moved on to  Camp B ragg, n e a r
W ashington, Arkansas* Magruder th en  co n sid ered  a tta c k in g  th e  F e d e ra l
19g a rr iso n  a t  L i t t l e  Bock, and o rdered  th e  t ro o p s  back to  Camden*
The c o n s ta n t m arching I n  September and O ctober, combined w ith
th e  e v e r - in c re a s in g  sh o rta g e  o f  su p p lie s  and food, was ta k in g  i t s  t o l l *
20The s ic k  H o t  in c re a s e d  g re a t ly  in  P o l ig n a c 's  d iv is io n *  On O ctober 12
hardsh ip  and s u f f e r in g  was so d i s t r e s s in g  th a t  th e  P rince assem bled  h i s
tro o p s and announced t h a t ,  d e sp ite  an a t t a c k  o f  fe v e r , he would go to
21Shreveport and t r y  to  secu re  bad ly  needed su p p lie s  fo r them*
The fo llo w in g  morning P o lignac  and s e v e ra l members o f  h is
s t a f f  s e t  o u t on t h e i r  journey* They a r r iv e d  in  Shreveport on Sunday,
22October 16*
P o lignac  sp e n t th e  nex t few days c a l l in g  on various a g e n c ie s ,
23a ttem p tin g  to  o b ta in  su p p lie s  f o r  h i s  needy troops*  He rummaged " in
th e  d i f f e r e n t  D epartm ents i n  sea rch  o f  fa v o rs  and in d u lg en c le s"  fo r  h i s
24men, a s  he s a id ,  " lo o k in g  to  th e  r e l i e f  o f  my poor naked s o ld ie r s * "
18B a rr , P o lig n a c *8 Texas B rigade , p . 50; D iary , O ctober 8 , 1864* 
CK̂aJR*a, XXIX, pt# 1 , p# 900#
1 9I b i d .
200 .  B .« XLI, p t ,  3 , p* 966; pt* 4 , p* 1002; B arr, P o lig n a c 1 s  
Texas B rig ad e* p* 51*
21D ia ry , O ctober 12 , 1864*
2 2I b id *« O ctober 16 , 1864*
23 I b id *. O ctober 17 , 1864.
2 4I b id , . October 1 9 , 1864*
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I n  th e  course  o f  even ts he d ined  w ith  K irby Sm ith and c a l le d  on
th e  newly e le c te d  governor o f  th e  s t a t e ,  Henry W* A lle n , who re c e iv e d  him
25
"v ery  k ind ly*"
On O ctober 20 he c a l le d  on th e  governor ag a in  and p icked  up some
c lo th in g  th a t  had been c o lle c te d  fo r  h i s  d iv is io n *  L a te r  th a t  same day
he re c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  from a "com m ittee o f  gentlem en" in v i t in g  him to  a
c o n g ra tu la to ry  dinner* The d in n er was h e ld  th e  fo llow ing  S a tu rday ,
26O ctober 22, a t  th e  home o f  a  Mr* J* A* Sigur*
Upon h i s  a r r i v a l  Polignac was g re e te d  on th e  porch by Governor
A lle n  who, upon read in g  a  complimentary a d d re s s , p re sen te d  him w ith  a
sword* Follow ing P o lig n a c 's  r a th e r  len g th y  re p ly  th e  whole company
"w alked to  th e  d in n er t a b le ,  d ressed  w ith  an en te rta in m e n t which might
have been alm ost sumptuous in  good tim e w hich, under th e  c ircum stances
27exceeded everybody 's  ex p ec ta tio n s* "
A f te r  d inner th e re  were to a s t s  to  J e f f e r s o n  D avis, R obert E* Lee,
and G eneral Polignac* The P rin c e  acknowledged th e  compliments w ith  a
28few rem arks, and o th e rs  o ffe re d  t h e i r  sen tim en ts*
On O ctober 27, a f t e r  complying w ith  Governor A l le n 's  re q u e s t 
f o r  a n o th e r  v i s i t ,  P o lignac  and h is  s t a f f  began t h e i r  journey back to  
Camden, A rkansas, where they  a r r iv e d  fo u r days l a te r *  That even ing ,
O ctober 31, th e  tro o p s  were assem bled to  h e a r  th e  fa re w e ll speech o f  
B r ig a d ie r  G eneral Henry Grau, who had been re c e n t ly  e le c te d  to  Congress*
At th e  con clu sio n  o f  G rau 'a  ad d ress  th e  men began sh o u tin g  P o lig n a c 's
2 5I b id *. O ctober 18, 1864.
26 I b i d . ,  O ctober 20, 1864.
27 I b ld . . O ctober 24, 1864.
2 8 I b id .
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name, ask ing  him to  speak . He d id  no t comply w ith th e  r e q u e s t ,  and th e
29tro o p s  were soon d isp e rse d . Obviously h is  men a p p re c ia te d  th e  su p p lie s  
he had brought to  them.
During th e  n ex t few days r a in  f e l l  c o n s ta n tly  and P o lig n a c , con­
fin e d  to  h is  t e n t ,  e n te r ta in e d  h im se lf  by rea d in g . He was concerned about 
th e  w elfa re  o f  h i s  men, and on November 4 , a lthough  th e  c o ld , wet w eather 
con tinued  to  l im i t  a c t i v i t y ,  he was a b le  to  walk through th e  camps o f  
h is  d iv is io n .
Shat even ing , a f t e r  w r it in g  a. number o f  l e t t e r s ,  he a tte n d e d
a p a r ty  a t  th e  l o c a l  c o u rth o u se . At th e  a f f a i r  he met s e v e ra l  young
l a d le s ,  in c lu d in g  a  M iss Helen Goddard, who he s a id  was th e  p r e t t i e s t
o f  a l l .  He saw h e r  s e v e ra l  tim es and l a t e r  no ted , a f t e r  w alking h e r
30home by m oonligh t, t h a t  he found h e r  e s p e c ia l ly  memorable.
A few days l a t e r ,  w hile  making s e v e ra l  s o c ia l  c a l l s  i n  town,
Polignac came upon a  band. Im pu lsive ly  he jo in ed  i t ,  and he and th e
31m usicians went about se ren ad in g  th e  lo c a l  c i t i z e n s .  But g e n e ra lly  
l i f e  in  camp around Camden proved to  be b o rin g . The ro u t in e  was broken 
by rea d in g , w r i t in g ,  a tte n d in g  an o c ca s io n a l dance, and v i s i t i n g  Helen 
Goddard. 32
The s c a r c i ty  o f  food and su p p lie s  continued to  cause g re a t  
h a rd sh ip s on th e  C onfederates i n  M agruder18  command. He d ec id ed , th e re ­
fo re ,  i n  e a r ly  November, to  d isp e rse  h is  tro o p s , send ing  them in to  w in te r
2 9I b ld . « November 3 , 1864.
30
I b id . . November 11, 1864.
31I b i d . .  November 7 , 1864.
32I b id . . November 11 , 1864.
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33q u a r te r s  so they  would have more room to  conduct fo rag e  o p e ra tio n s .
P o lignac  was o rd e re d  to  move h is  tro o p s  to  a  s i t e  n ear th e  Red
R iv er In  L a fa y e tte  County, A rkansas. Marching In  r a i n ,  th e  d iv is io n  l e f t
Camden on th e  fo u r te e n th , and fou r days l a t e r  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  new camp n e a r
W alnut H i l l ,  which c o n s is te d  o f  a  s in g le  house . The name was g iven  to
34th e  house because i t  se rv ed  a s  a  post o f f i c e  fo r  th e  a re a .
B efore q u a r te r s  cou ld  be s e t t l e d ,  P o lignac  re c e iv e d  o rd e rs  from
K irby Smith to  e s ta b l is h  w in te r  q u a r te rs  I n  Minden, L o u is ian a , where
35s u p p lie s  were more p l e n t i f u l .
K irby Smith had r e c a l le d  P o lig n a c 's  and M ajor G eneral John H.
F o rn e y 's  (fo rm erly  W alk er 's )  d iv is io n s  no t on ly  because su p p lie s  were 
more p l e n t i f u l ,  bu t a ls o  because th e re  was l i t t l e  p ro sp e c t o f  w in te r  
o p e ra tio n s  i n  A rkansas. Furtherm ore, from t h i s  p o s i t io n  he cou ld  co­
o p e ra te  w ith  th e  commanders in  th e  departm ent shou ld  th e r e  be an 
36o ccasio n .
The d is ta n c e  between Walnut H i l l  and Minden was about f i f t y  
m ile s . A lthough P o lignac  had some d i f f i c u l ty  g e t t in g  th e  tro o p s  a c ro ss  
th e  sw ollen  s tream s, th ey  a r r iv e d  a t  Minden on November 26 and were 
re c e iv e d  a s  h e ro e s .
P o lig n ac , e n te r in g  th e  town a t  th e  head o f  th e  d iv is io n ,  was 
b o th  s u rp r is e d  and im pressed  when a  lad y  se n t him a  bouquet w ith  a  n o te  
which read : " a l l  honour to  General de P o lig n a c , o u r g a l la n t  d e fe n d er."
330 . R . . XLI, p t .  4 , pp. 1033, 1082; B a rr , P o l ig n a c 's  Texas 
B rig ad e , p .  51; P a rk s , K irby Sm ith, pp . 439-440.
3 ^ Ib id . ; D iary , November 13-18, 1864.
3 5P ark s , K irby Sm ith , pp . 439-440; B a rr , P o l ig n a c 's  Texas 
B rig ad e , p . 51; O .R .. XLI, p t .  4 , pp. 1052, 1082.
36ib id .
The tro o p s  s e t t l e d  down In  t h e i r  new w in te r  q u a r te r s  and seemed to  be
37s a t i s f i e d  w ith  Minden and th e  su rround ing  a re a .
But fo r  P o lig n ac , camp l i f e  n e a r  Minden, a s  e lsew here , proved to  
be d u l l ,  and as u su a l, he passed  h i s  tim e rea d in g  and w r i t in g , v i s i t i n g  
f r ie n d s ,  a tte n d in g  an o c ca s io n a l p a r ty ,  and com plaining about th e  w eather
The s u l t r y ,  damp L ou is iana  w eather seems to  have tax ed  h is  "system  to
38— th e-u tm o stV ----------------
On December 2 he w rote: "N othing o f  im portance to  re c o rd , no
39news from any q u a r te r ."  By December 18 d ep ress io n  had g o tte n  th e  b e s t 
o f  him, and once ag a in  h is  f r u s t r a t i o n s  were expressed  in  th e  d ia ry . He 
w rote:
I  have fo r  some tim e p a s t  f e l t  th a t  d ep re ss io n  o f 
s p i r i t s  which h i th e r to  has ev er preceded some g re a t  ev en t, 
a s  b e fo re  th e  b a t t l e  o f  Richmond, K y., th e  b a t t l e  o f  
M ansfie ld , e t c . ,  e t c . ,  som ething l ik e  th e  c louds gath ­
e r in g s  b efo re  th e  low ering  sto rm . W ill t h i s  tim e th e  
omen be ju s tif ie d ?? ?^ ®
Although P o lignac  d id  n o t know i t ,  h i s  m il i ta ry  c a re e r  In  
America was about to  come to  an end. As he p re d ic te d , he would have a
ro le  i n  th e  fu tu re , bu t I t  would be a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  ag en t r a th e r  th an  as
a  s o ld ie r  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .
During th e  w in te r  he had re c e iv e d  l e t t e r s  from f r ie n d s  i n  Prance 
who were sym pathetic  to  th e  C onfederacy. T h is  le d  P o lignac  to  decide 
th a t  he would be o f  g re a te r  s e rv ic e  to  th e  South by seek in g  a id  fo r  th e
Confederacy abroad . S ince he had been an a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a n t  in  th e  war,
37D iary , November 26, 1864; B a rr, P o lignac»s Texas B rigade , p . 51
38D iary , November 29, 1864.
39I b i d . ,  December 2 , 1864.
40Ib id . . December 18 , 1864 .
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he f e l t  th a t  he m ight have in f lu e n c e  in  seek in g  a id  in  France* He
planned to  approach Emperor Napoleon I I I  th rough  a m utual f r ie n d )  th e  
41Duke de Morny.
P o lignac  d isc u sse d  th e  id ea  w ith G eneral K irby Smith i n  S hreveport
and asked fo r  a six-m onth  le a v e  o f absence* The commanding g e n e ra l)
r e a l iz in g  th a t  w ithou t a id  th e  Confederacy was doomed) agreed  w ith
42P o l ig n a c 's  suggestion*  Po lignac  then  l a i d  th e  p lan  b e fo re  Governor 
A lle n , who a ls o  ag reed  w ith  th e  p roposa l; bu t none o f  th e  th re e  were o v e rly  
o p t im is t ic  about th e  r e s u l t s  th a t  might be obtained* N e v e rth e le ss , s in c e  
French commercial i n t e r e s t s  lean ed  toward th e  South , i t  was no t beyond
th e  realm  o f  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  th e  P rince  m ight be a b le  to  a rouse  some
A3sympathy and i n t e r e s t  fo r  th e  Southern cause* Because tim e was im­
p o r ta n t  and th e re  was d i f f i c u l t y  in  communication w ith  Richmond, n e ith e r
44P re s id e n t J e f fe r s o n  Davis nor th e  War Department was c o n su lte d .
. P o lignac  suggested  th a t  h is  c h ie f  o f  s t a f f ,  Major T. C. Moncure,
be p e rm itte d  to  accompany him to  "g ive  more w eight to  / h i s /  p resence  
45ab ro ad ."  K irby Smith and A llen  approved. The governor took  th e
41C. J .  P o lig n ac , " P o lig n a c 's  M ission ,"  S ou thern  H is to r ic a l  
S o c ie ty  P a p e rs . XXXII (January-Deeem ber, 1904), p . 366. T h is a r t i c l e  i s  
a  r e p r in t  o f  a  l e t t e r  from Cam ille de P o lignac to  G eneral Marcus J*
W right, A p r il  17, 1901. The l e t t e r  was in te n d ed  to  r e f u te  charges made 
by th e  W ashington P ost on March 14 and 19, 1901, t h a t  i n  1865 Polignac 
was se n t to  France by P re s id e n t Je f fe rso n  Davis to  o f f e r  Napoleon I I I  
" a  r e t r o c e s s io n  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  L ouisiana in  exchange fo r  armed i n t e r ­
v en tio n  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  C onfederacy."
^^P arks, K irby Sm ith, p . 451.
^ P o l ig n a c ,  " P o lig n a c 's  M ission ," S ou thern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  
P a p e rs , XXXII, p . 366.
44I b i d . : see  a ls o  L . Q. W ashington, "The L ost C h ap te r,"  Southern 
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e rs . XXIX (January-Deeem ber, 1901), pp. 344-345.
45P o lig n a c , " P o lig n a c 's  M ission ," S ou thern  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  
P a p e rs . XXXII, pp . 366-367.
181
o p p o rtu n ity  to  w rite  a  l e t t e r  to  th e  French Emperor to  be d e liv e re d  by
h is  a ide-de-cam p, Colonel E rn est M ilte n b e rg e r . M ilten b erg e r was to  be
th e  o f f i c i a l  spokesman fo r  th e  group , re p re se n tin g  th e  s t a t e  o f L ou isiana,
46no t th e  Confederacy* P o lignac  d id  n o t know th e  c o n te n ts  o f  the  l e t t e r ,
bu t M ilten b erg er a s se r te d :
He, /G overnor A lle n /  r e f e r r e d  a t  le n g th  in  th e  most 
p a th e tic  manner to  th e  s tro n g  and sa c re d  t i e s  th a t  bound 
France and L o u is ia n a . He a ls o  s ta te d  in  very p o s i t iv e  
language, the  imminent danger, i n  case  th e  C onfederate  
S ta te s  should succumb, to  th e  French occupation  o f  Mexico 
and warned him th a t  i n  such  a contingency th e  immense ^
F ed era l Army would beyond doubt be tu rn ed  tow ard Mexico*
A fte r  P o llgnac*s d e p a rtu re  K irby Smith wrote John S l i d e l l ,  Con­
fe d e ra te  M in is te r  in  F ran ce , th a t  fo re ig n  in te rv e n t io n  was a  n e c e ss ity :
I t  cannot be too  s tro n g ly  im pressed  upon th e  Emperor o f the  
French th a t  th e  s e c u r i ty  o f  h is  empire i n  Mexico and th e  
i n t e r e s t  in  h is  own Government a l l  demand immediate i n t e r ­
fe ren ce  to  r e s to r e  peace and e s ta b l is h  firm ly  th e  n a t io n a l i ty  
o f  th e  C onfederate S tates*^®
K irby Sm ith, aware o f fo re ig n  sen tim en t reg a rd in g  s la v e ry , d ec la red  th a t
n in e ty - f iv e  p e r cent o f  th e  p la n te r s  i n  h is  departm ent would accep t any
system  o f  g radual em ancipation t h a t  would In su re  Independence and peace 
49fo r  th e  people* P o lig n a c , many y e a rs  l a t e r ,  w rote: " In d eed , many
Southern le a d e rs  knew too  w ell t h a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s la v e ry  proved
50th e  g r e a te s t  bar to  every  hope fo r  fo re ig n  a s s is ta n c e ."
4 6I b id . , p. 367*
4^Alcee F o r t ie r ,  A H is to ry  o f  L o u is ia n a * IV (New York: Joyant
and Co*, 1904), p* 60*
480 . R*. XLIII, p t .  1 , p .  1319.
49I b id . * pp. 1319-1320.
50P o lignac , "P o lignac*s M iss io n ,"  Southern H is to r ic a l  Society
P ap e rs , XXXII, p . 370.
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On January  10 , 1865, P o lig n ac , M ilten b erg e r, and Moncure l e f t
Shreveport f o r  F ran ce , t r a v e l in g  a c ro s s  Texas to  Mexico by stagecoach*
The Texans, h e a r in g  o f  P o lig n a c 's  jo u rn ey , welcomed him a t  every  s ta g e
51o f  h is  t r i p ,  r e c e iv in g  him a s  a  guest o f  th e  s ta te *  The p a r ty  f i n a l ly
a r r iv e d  a t  M atam oras, Mexico, around th e  f i r s t  o f  F eb ruary , where they
were d e ta in ed  fo r  about two weeks b e fo re  ta k in g  a  sh ip  to  Havana, Cuba*
Upon a r r iv a l  i n  Havana th ey  were d e ta in e d  fo r  an o th e r two weeks b e fo re
52boarding a  S pan ish  s h ip  s a i l in g  fo r  C adiz , Spain* A f te r  a  storm y
fou rteen -day  voyage, th ey  a r r iv e d  a t  Cadiz on March 21, and to o k  a  s ta g e -
53coach to  M adrid and from th e re  t r a v e le d  to  P a r is  by tr a in *
On th e  l a s t  day o f  th e  t r i p ,  w hile  read in g  a  new spaper, P o lignac  
le a rn e d  th a t  th e  Duke de Morny had died* He r e a l iz e d  th a t  w ith  th e  
death  o f  h i s  f r ie n d  th e re  was l i t t l e  hope o f  accom plish ing  h i s  m ission*
In  f a c t ,  he t e n t a t i v e ly  decided  no t to  seek  an audience w ith  th e  Emperor*
Upon a r r iv in g  i n  P a r i s ,  however, he was g re e te d  by a  f r ie n d  who was an 
o f f ic e r  i n  th e  F rench army, a  Major de V atry , who was on th e  E m peror's 
m il i ta ry  s t a f f .  The m ajor a rran g ed  an in te rv ie w  w ithou t d i f f i c u l t y .
A ccording to  P o lig n a c , he was w e ll rece iv ed  by th e  Emperor*
They ta lk e d  o f  th e  w ar, bu t n o t o f  p o l i t i c a l  issu es*  When P o lig n ac  to ld  
hi™ th a t  th e  Confederacy would f ig h t  to  th e  l a s t  fo r  s t a t e s '  r i g h t s ,
53T b id . ,  pp* 367-368; P o lignac  w rote th a t  he though t th e  p a r ty  
l e f t  L ou isiana  i n  March, 1865* T h is however, i s  in c o r r e c t ,  f o r  he r e ­
corded in  th e  d ia ry  t h a t  they  l e f t  fo r  Texas on January 10 , 1865* For 
th e  account o f  th e  t r i p  g iven  in  1865 se e  D iary , January  10-March 22,
1865*
5 ^ P o lig n ac , '‘P o lig n a c 's  M iss ion ,"  Southern H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  
P a p e rs . XXXII, p .  368.
53I b id .
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54th e  Emperor d id  no t rep ly*
P o lignac  th en  re q u e s te d  p erm iss ion  to  in tro d u c e  Colonel M ilten ­
b e rg e r , w ith  th e  l e t t e r  from th e  governor o f  Louisiana* She Emperor 
h e s i ta te d ,  wanting to  know th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  correspondence* When 
P o lignac  a ssu re d  him th a t  he d id  n o t know th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  l e t t e r ,  th e  
re q u e s t was granted* She two C onfederate  o f f i c e r s  re tu rn e d  th e  nex t day, 
and th e  Emperor rem ained s ta n d in g  a s  he re c e iv e d  them* He d id  no t open
th e  l e t t e r  b u t l a i d  i t  on a  ta b le  nearby* Shey ta lk e d  a  few m inu tes,
55th en  l e f t .  M ilten b e rg e r, w r it in g  o f  th e  in te rv ie w , said, th a t  he and 
P o lignac  to ld  th e  Emperor o f  th e  purpose o f  t h e i r  v i s i t :
She Emperor l i s te n e d  a t t e n t iv e ly  • • • and then  in ­
formed us th a t  he had a t  two d i f f e r e n t  t im e s , endeavored 
to  g e t England to  jo in  Prance in  ta k in g  a c t io n  i n  b e h a lf  
o f  th e  C onfederate S ta te s ,  b u t w ithou t su c c e ss , and Prance 
cou ld  no t a c t  in dependen tly  o f  England* He th en  k ind ly  
s a id  i t  was too  l a t e  to  ta k e  f u r th e r  a c t io n ,  and such was 
th e  c a se , a s  th e  d is a s tro u s  news o f  L e e 's  army • • • i n -  
d ic a te d  th e  e a r ly  and in e v i ta b le  f a l l  o f  th e  Confederacy*
L a te r  in  a  l e t t e r  to  James E* H a rriso n , P o lignac  w rote:
When I  l e f t  th e  coun try  on what I  expected  to  be a  
s ix  m onth 's absence , I  was unaware o f  th e  h o p e less  con­
d i t io n s  o f  a f f a i r s  in  th e  east*  I  saw th e  Emperor on my 
a r r i v a l  and about t h a t  tim e th e  news o f  L e e 's  su rre n d e r 
reached  u s , which pu t an  end to  a l l  my hopes* I  was g lad  
in  a  m anner-to have been sp a red  th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  l a s t  days 
o f  th e  Confederacy, a l th o  i f  th e  d i s a s t e r  cou ld  have been 
fo re see n , I  shou ld  no t have l e f t  th e  coun try  on a  hope­
l e s s  m ission*S?
With th e  f a l l  o f  th e  C onfederacy, th e re  was no need fo r Polignac
54I b id . . pp. 368-369.
5 5I b id . . p . 369.
56F o r t i e r ,  L o u is ia n a . XV, p* 60.
57Cam ille de P o lignac  to  G eneral J .  E. H a rriso n , August 20, 
1867, copy in  D iary , August 20, 1867.
to  r e tu r n  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s .  He had fought fo r  a l o s t  cau se , y e t
he had no t sw erved from th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  he was r ig h t*  He n ev er l o s t  h is
58lo v e  fo r  th e  Confederacy and th e  p r in c ip le s  fo r  which i t  stood* Many
y e a rs  l a t e r ,  w r i t in g  to  a  f r ie n d  in  Texas, he s a id  he had jo in e d  th e
Confederacy "n o t a s  a  common a d v e n tu re r , borne on th e  f ic k le  wave o f
chance, b u t a s  a  th in k in g  man w ith  an u p rig h t purpose • • • and I  w i l l
ev er be th a n k fu l th a t  I  devoted a  span o f  my l i f e  to  defending  th e
59Southern  C onfederacy.
P o lig n ac  m ain tained  a  deep i n t e r e s t  in  th e  South and was always 
eag er to  r e c e iv e  news from h is  form er comrades in  arm s. He was p a r t ic u ­
l a r l y  g r ie v e d , e a r ly  i n  R eco n stru c tio n , because he b e lie v e d  t h a t  th e  
R ad ica l R epub licans, i n  c o n tro l o f  th e  n a tio n a l  government had made 
unbearab le  demands on th e  p r o s t r a te  South . He f e l t  th a t  th e  R a d ic a ls , 
by t h e i r  a c t io n s ,  were deepening " th e  channel between th e  two se c tio n s"  
which he s a id  "n o rth e rn  egotism  has dug and which th e  l a t e  c ru e l  war has 
f i l l e d  w ith  Southern  b lood . " 60
He lam ented th a t  th e  C onfederates had done t h e i r  duty in  f ig h t ­
in g  " f o r  a  nob le  and ju s t  cause , hallow ed by th e  most sa c re d  r i g h t s  • • 
and y e t  we have f a i l e d ."  S t i l l ,  acco rd ing  to  P o lig n ac , th e r e  was th e  
co n so lin g  though t th a t  a lthough  "o u r cause has been allow ed  by th e  R uler 
o f  a l l  b e in g s  to  p e r is h ,  y e t  th e  'p r i n c i p l e s '  on which i t  was based a re
58"M ajor G eneral P rin ce  C am ille de P o lig n ac , C*S*A*," U nited  
D aughters o f  th e  Confederacy M agazine. XX (January , 1957), p* 22.
59D a lla s  Morning News. January  21, 1963.
fiO
C am ille de P o lignac  to  G eneral J .  E. H a rriso n , August 20, 1867 
copy in  D ia ry , August 20, 1867.
61I b ld .
im p e rish a b le •" He b e lie v e d  th a t  one day th e  " p r in c ip le s  might loom 
up triu m p h an tly  even from th e  ru in s  o f  th e  South and th e  wreck o f  our 
h o p es."  He b e lie v e d  t h a t  th e  unhappy South would see  a  b r ig h te r  day when 
th e  n o rth e rn  people were a b le  to  f re e  them selves from " th e  sh ack les
p laced  on them by an u n p rin c ip le d  o lig a rc h y  whose ran k  p ass io n s  a re  now
62th e  so le  r u le  o f  th e  la n d . . . . "  O p t im is t ic a l ly ,  however, he no ted
th a t :  " I t  may be th e  l o t  o f  a  fu tu re  and h a p p ie r  g en e ra tio n  to  reap
a  b o u n tifu l  c rop  from th e  f i e l d  which th e  Southern  c h iv a lry  and beauty
63have n u rtu re d  w ith  t h e i r  b lood and w ith  t h e i r  t e a r s . "
He hoped th a t  th e  p re sen t c o n d itio n  o f  th e  South would soon
change, and rem in isc in g  about th e  war, s t a te d :  "Oh! th a t  I  cou ld  r id e
my h o rse  in  th e  Empire S ta te  o f  Texas, among a  f re e  and con ten ted  p e o p le ."
In  an a r t i c l e  p u b lish ed  in  th e  N in e teen th  Century Review (1893),
P o lignac  gave h is  views concerning th e  South and s t a t e s '  r i g h t s .  He
p ra is e d  th e  Southern people fo r  t h e i r  cou rage , i n s i s t i n g  th a t  th ey
re c e iv e d  no h e lp  du ring  th e  war, and th a t  s in g le -h a n d ed ly  they  fought
th e  c ru sh ing  w eight o f  ever in c re a s in g  h o s t i l e  ranks sw elled  by European
mere e n a r ie s . " ® ®
He a ls o  i n s i s t e d  th a t :
The C o n s ti tu tio n a l  r ig h t  o f  s e c e s s io n  was in  r e a l i t y  
a b s o lu te . But p o l i t i c a l  t r u th s  do n o t ru le  th e  p o l i t i c a l
6 2I b id .
63I b id .
6 4I b id .
C am ille de P o lig n ac , " U ls te r  and th e  C onfederate  S ta te s ,"  
N ine teen th  C entury Review. XXXIII (June , 1893), p . 929.
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w orld a s  m athem atical theorem s r u l e ,  and in  a  paramount 
n e c e s s ity  fo r  n a tio n a l  u n i ty ,  i f  b e lie v e d  i n ,  g re a t i n ­
ducements were found fo r  look ing  on se c e ss io n  as an aca­
demic and a b so lu te  p r in c ip le .  Thus two o p p o site  d o c tr in e s  
s to o d  ou t i n  b o ld  c o n tr a s t  to  each o ther*  The modern 
n o tio n  o f  n a t io n a l  so v e re ig n ty  p i t t e d  a g a in s t  th e  t r a d i ­
t io n a l  n o tio n  o f  s t a t e  so v e re ig n ty . On one s id e  th e  
a lle g ia n c e  to  an  in d is s o lu b le  ag g reg a te  o f s t a t e s ;  on 
th e  o th e r ,  a l le g ia n c e  to  each s t a t e  considered  as a  
p o l i t i c a l  u n i t .® 6
Po lignac  no ted  th a t  when '.’viewed acad em ica lly , both  n o tio n s  a re  norm al,
and can fu rn ish  th e  b a s is  o f  a  fundam ental compact."  But, he c o n tin u ed ,
" th e  d o c tr in e  o f  n a t io n a l  u n ity  was more i n  conform ity  w ith  modern v iew s.
I t  in au g u ra ted  th e  p o lic y  o f  th e  fu tu re  • • • , w hile  th e  d o c tr in e  o f
67s ta te s *  r ig h ts  clung more to  th e  p a s t ."
P o lignac  p o in te d  ou t th a t  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  s ta te s *  r ig h ts  means 
d e c e n tr a l iz a t io n  and th u s  has i t s  o r ig in s  i n  th e  b e l i e f  in  f r e e  i n s t i t u ­
t io n s .  The d o c tr in e  embodied " th e  wholesome p r in c ip le  o f  d iv is io n  o f  
la b o r  i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  sp h e re ,"  and a s  such " i t  forms a  b a r r i e r  a g a in s t  
th e  encroachment o f  th e  c e n t r a l  power upon th e  p rov ince o f  p r iv a te  
r ig h ts  and i n t e r e s t . "  Furtherm ore, " i t  h e lp s  to  keep th e  e x e rc is e  o f  
ex ecu tiv e  a u th o r i ty  w ith in  p ro p er l im i t s ,  and to  make th e  government o f  
a  country  what i t  r e a l l y  shou ld  be—a lo g ic a l  r e s u l t ,  no t a dom ineering 
cau se . " 68
On th e  o th e r  hand:
The o p p o s ite  d o c tr in e  advoca tes  a  c o n so lid a tio n  o f  th e  
c e n tr a l  power, w hether ex ecu tiv e  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  and an 
ex ten sio n  o f  i t s  a u th o r i ty  and i n i t i a t i v e .  I t  may prove 
f a t a l  to  l i b e r t y .  I t  ten d s  to  id e n t i f y  th e  n a tio n  w ith
66I b id .
67I b id . . p . 930.
68I b id . , p . 931.
th e  p a r ty  in  o f f i c e ,  and lea v es  m in o r i t ie s  unpro tec ted*  I t  
prom otes o f f i c i a l  meddling w ith  p r iv a te  m a tte r s , r i g h t s  and 
c o n tra c ts*  I t  fav o rs  p o l i t i c a l  jo b b ery , se n tim e n ta l and 
em otional p la tfo rm s , f a c i l i t a t e s  th e  co n tr iv an c e  o f  m a jo r i t ie s  
on bogus i s s u e s ,  induces th e  though t t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a s ­
sem blies have every r ig h t  because th ey  have every  power—a 
most p e rn ic io u s  d o c tr in e , which in  tro u b le d  tim es may le a v e  (
a  whole coun try  a t  th e  mercy o f  a  few u n p r in c ip le d  lea d e rs*  • • •
P o lignac  re fu se d  to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  war had been fo u g h t, a s  many
i n s i s t e d ,  to  d estro y  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s lav ery *  He w rote t h a t  b e fo re
th e  war th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ig h t  to  secede was th e  c u rre n t p o l i t i c a l
70c re ed  and was p r a c t ic a l ly  und ispu ted . But l a t e r ,  a f t e r  th e  war broke 
o u t:
th e  q u e s tio n  o f  s la v e ry  was lugged i n ,  and used  by th e  
N orth a s  a  b l in d  to  cover th e  i n ju s t i c e  o f  t h e i r  p o lic y  
o f  coercion* T h e ir  lo g ic  was a  mere p ie c e  o f  so p h is try ;  
fo r  n o th in g  can be more obvious th an  th a t  th e  a b s t r a c t  
r i g h t  o f  a  s t a t e  to  secede—w hether acknowledged o r n o t— 
could  only be an a t t r ib u t e  e s s e n t ia l ly  p o l i t i c a l , p e r­
manent i f  e x is t in g ,  and a s  such independen t from s o c ia l  
fe a tu re s  and c o n d itio n s  o f  m a te r ia l  l i f e  which a re  o f  
a  changing n a tu re , and consequently  from th e  d i f f i c u l t  
c ircum stances a tte n d in g  domestic la b o u r  under which 
't h e  p e c u l ia r  i n s t i t u t i o n , '  a s  i t  has been term ed, s t i l l  
l in g e re d  in  one s e c tio n  o f  th e  Union a s  w e ll a s  in  o th e r  
fo re ig n  s t a te s  and c o lo n ie s . N e v e rth e le ss , th e  bold  
b lend ing  o f  two q u e s tio n s , th e  one s o c i a l ,  th e  o th e r  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and th e  consequent w arping o f  th e  main i s s u e ,  
was a  c le v e r  t r i c k  and answered i t s  purpose w e ll*71
He concluded th e  a r t i c l e  w ith  a  n o te  o f  optim ism  which con­
sp ic u o u sly  lack ed  th e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f te n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  d e fe a t:
a  wave o f  p o l i t i c a l  honesty  has l a t e l y  swept over th e  
land* A t r i e d  and high-handed s ta te sm an  /P r e s id e n t  
Grover C lev e lan d / has re tu rn e d  to  th e  helm • • • • A ll
6 9 I b id .
70 I b id . , p . 927.
71I b id . , pp* 9 2 7 -9 2 8 .
w ell-w ish ers  to  th e  American re p u b lic  must r e jo ic e  a t  h is  
su c c e ss , and h a i l  w ith  u n q u a lif ie d  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  the  inaugur­
a t io n  o f  a  p o lic y  which, w ith  th e  p o te n t ia l  energy derived  
from f re e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w i l l  b e a r th e  n a tio n  onward in  her 
p e ac e fu l p a th , and c o n fe r  l a s t i n g  p ro sp e r ity  on a  generous 
and u n ite d  p eo p le . 7 2
P o lignac  wrote one pam phlet i n  French, L 1 union am ericalne an res  
l a  g u e rre  (P a r is ,  1866), i n  which he defended and j u s t i f i e d  th e  Southern 
cause .
Renewing h is  t r a v e l s ,  th e  P rin c e  v i s i t e d  f r ie n d s  and r e l a t iv e s
a l l  over Europe. According to  h i s  d au g h te r, Agnes, he a ls o  made a t r i p
73to  C e n tra l America; however, when, a n d -fo r  what purpose i s  not known.
7 2 I b ld . ,  p. 931.
73The Marquise de C requl Mont f o r t  de C ourt!v ron , "Cam ille de 
P o lig n a c ,"  p . 2 , in  P o lignac  P a p e rs .
CHAPTER XI
"300,000 men, 10,000 o f f i c e r s ,  4 m arsha ls , and 1 emperor"
P o lig n ac  d id  no t enjoy many y ears  o f  r e la x a t io n  and tra v e l*  In
1870 he was v a c a tio n in g  on th e  I s l e  o f  W ight, o f f  th e  so u th e rn  c o as t o f
England, and h e re  he le a rn e d  th a t  France and P ru s s ia  had  gone to  war*
A lthough he fe a re d  th a t  h is  coun try  was heading fo r  d i s a s t e r ,  he re tu rn e d
to  P a r i s  and o f fe re d  h is  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  French government*^
On th e  s u r fa c e  Emperor Napoleon I l l ' s  F rance, p ro sperous and
u n ite d , was s t i l l  m is tre s s  o f  Europe* But t h i s ,  a s  P o lig n ac  su sp ec ted ,
was s u p e r f ic ia l*  The c o u rt was c o rru p t and the  bu reaucracy  was d ish o n est
and in e f f e c t iv e .  The army, po o rly  o rg an ized , ex trem ely  c o n se rv a tiv e ,
and "p o ssessed  by th e  b l in d  b e l i e f  i n  i t s e l f , "  d id  n o t have th e  a b i l i t y
2" to  cope w ith  th e  unexpected*" I t  was t o t a l l y  unprepared  to  meet th e  
ch a llen g e  th e  combined German s t a t e s  would o ffer*
The o f f i c e r s ,  s e le c te d  fo r  t h e i r  b rav e ry , were drawn from th e  
ra n k s , w hile  th e  h ig h e r  commands were given to  co u rt fa v o r i te s *  However,
^Phe M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ou rtiv ron , " l e  G eneral P rin ce  
Cam ille de P o lig n a c ,"  P a r i s ,  F rance , 1962, p* 2, in  P o lig n ac  Papers* 
Cam ille k ep t a  d ia ry , th e  "Jo u rn a l M i l i t a i r e ,"  du ring  th e  F ran co -P ru ss lan  
War from Septem ber 29, 1870 u n t i l  January 23, 1871^ A m icro film  copy o f  
th e  jo u rn a l i s  i n  th e  C* A* J* M* de P o lignac /W ag/ P a p e rs , i n  L ou is iana  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  A rchives (Baton Rouge, L o u is ia n a ) . H e re a f te r  
a l l  p ap ers  i n  t h i s  c o l le c t io n  w i l l  be c i te d  a s  P o lig n ac  War Papers* For 
th e  b e s t  contem porary account o f  th e  war see  The Times (London), J u ly , 
1870-March, 1871.
2A lfre d  Cobban, From th e  F i r s t  Empire to  th e  Second R ep u b lic .
I I  o f  A H is to ry  o f  Modern France (New York: George B r a z i l l e r ,  In c * ,
1965), p . 204.
3I b id . . p . 205. 189
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none o f  t h i s  m atte red  because France was be ing  swept by a  wave o f 
n a tlo n a llsm i and th e  peop le  wanted to  go to  war w ith  P russia*
R iv a lry  between France and P ru s s ia  fo r  European le a d e rs h ip  was 
th e  b a s ic  cause o f th e  F ran co -P ru ss ian  War. P ru s s ia * s  C hance llo r, Count 
O tto  von Bismark, knowing th a t  a  pow erful France was an o b s ta c le  to  
German u n if ic a t io n )  welcomed a war th a t  would humble France and a t  th e  
same tim e) u n i te  Gormany.
Napoleon I I I  r e a l iz e d  th a t  a  u n ite d  Germany would be a  g re a t 
r i v a l  power and th a t  France m ight lo se  her favored  p o s i t io n  o f  m il i ta ry  
dominance over Europe* R e la tio n s  between France and P ru s s ia  worsened in  
th e  summer o f  1870 when th e  vacan t Spanish  th ro n e  was o ffe re d  to  a  German 
p r in c e  o f  th e  H ohenzollern  fam ily . The French viewed t h i s  a s  an unwel­
comed ex ten sio n  o f  P ru s s ia n  in f lu e n c e  fo r  i t  would b r in g  H ohenzollern 
r u le  to  bo th  t h e i r  e a s te rn  and w estern  borders*
A fte r  a  French p r o te s t  th e  H ohenzollern  can d id a te  was withdrawn* 
But King Wilhelm o f  P ru s s ia  re fu s e d  to  bow to  French demands th a t  he 
never suppo rt a  H ohenzollern  c an d id a te  fo r  th e  Spanish  throne* Bismark 
p u b lish ed  th e  K in g 's  r e f u s a l  i n  a  form which a lle g e d ly  con ta ined  in s u l t s  
to  th e  French* Then Napoleon, on Ju ly  19, prodded by h is  c h a u v in is tic  
w ife , Eugenie, and some o f  h is  m in is te r s ,  d e c la red  war on P russia*
Although th e  Emperor was c o n fid en t o f  an easy v ic to ry , he would 
soon le a r n  th a t  h is  r e g u la r  army, about 250,000 men, would be no match 
fo r  th o se  o f  th e  German s t a t e s ,  which had combined by m il i ta ry  a l l ia n c e s  
under th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f  P ru s s ia .  The P ru ss ia n  G eneral S ta f f ,  ta k in g  
advantage o f  new te c h n ic a l  in n o v a tio n s  i n  th e  ra ilw a y s  and te le g ra p h s , 
had so lv ed  th e  problems o f  "m o b iliz in g , su p p ly in g , and commanding mass
a rm ies ."^
Under th e  guidance o f  Helmuth von M oltke, C h ief o f  th e  P ru ss ia n
G eneral S t a f f ,  th e  Germans were a b le  to  a c t iv a te ,  q u ick ly  and e f f i c i e n t l y ,
over 500,000 men* Having le a rn e d  much o f  h is  t a c t i c s  from o b se rv in g  th e
American C iv i l  War, von M oltke was soon to  prove h im se lf  E urope’s  most
b r i l l i a n t  contem porary t a c t i c i a n .
Meanwhile, upon a r r iv in g  in  P a r i s ,  Polignac h u r r ie d  to  th e  
5
m in is try  fo r  th e  l a t e s t  news. W hile w a itin g  to  see  th e  m in is te r  he
ta lk e d  to  an attache? and expressed  h i s  f e a r  o f  an in v a s io n  from th e
0e a s te rn  f r o n t i e r .  Napoleon I I I ,  w ith  arm ies in  c e n t r a l  and so u th e rn  
P rance, had n o t deployed h is  fo rc e s  p ro p e rly . Should th e re  be an in v a -
7
s io n  from th e  e a s t ,  most o f  th e se  tro o p s  would be l e f t  ou t o f  a c t io n .
The o v e rco n fid en t attache? expressed  no fe a r  o r  concern about a 
German in v a s io n , i n s i s t i n g  th a t  th e  French would "b e a t them anyway." 
R e ca llin g  Napoleon I* s  e a r l i e r  su c c e ss fu l in v as io n  o f  P ru s s ia ,  he asked
g
th e  q u e s tio n : "d id  we n o t go to  B e r lin  in  1806?" P o lig n ac  answered by
p o in tin g  o u t th a t  in  1806 th e  French arm ies were i n  Germany and had
4
Theodore Ropp, War i n  th e  Modern World (New York: C o l l ie r
Books, 1962), p . 161.
5
P robab ly  Cam ille went to  se e  th e  M in is te r  o f  F o re ign  A f f a i r s ,  
th e  Duke de Gramont, who was h is  c o u sin .
®Camille de P o lig n ac , "Une L e t tr e  de G eneral P o lig n a c ,"  r e p r in t ,  
n . d . ,  from th e  Jo u rn a l du L o ire t  (O ctober 11, 1888), page numbers not 
in c lu d e d , i n  P o lignac  War P ap ers .
7  . . .
I b i d . ,  C o u rtiv ro n , "C am ille  de P o lig n ac ,"  p . 2 , i n  P o lignac
P ap e rs .
g
I b i d . ;  P o lig n ac , "Gehefcal de P o lig n ac ,"  i n  P o lig n ac  War P apers .
a lre a d y  c ro ssed  th e  Rhine R iv e r. The c u rre n t  problem , he m ain ta ined , 
and th e  g r e a te s t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  was " to  f in d  th e  b e s t  p lace  to  c ro s s  th e  
R h ine ."  Because th e re  were no perm anent s t r u c tu r e s  spanning th e  r i v e r ,  
th e  army would have to  make th e  c ro s s in g  on pontoon b r id g e s . Polignac 
knew th a t  th e  French would be v i r tu a l l y  d e fe n se le s s  i f  th e  Germans 
a tta c k e d  them a s  th ey  a ttem pted  to  c ro s s  th e  r i v e r .  The attache^, how-
9
e v e r , i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  Rhine cou ld  be fo rded  anywhere by French tro o p s .
D is tre s se d  upon fin d in g  t h i s  same confidence  and enthusiasm  fo r  
war everywhere i n  P a r i s ,  Po lignac  h o p e le ss ly  expressed  h i s  apprehensions 
to  a l l  f r ie n d s  and acq u a in tan ces . N e v e rth e le ss , on th e  b a s is  o f  h is  
m i l i ta r y  experience  and th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  h i s  cousin  and fo re ig n  m in is te r ,  
th e  Duke de Gramont, Polignac was commissioned m ajor on Ju ly  27, 1870, 
in  th e  Gardes N a tio n a le  M obiles o f  th e  Department o f  Haute L o ire  
Haute L o ire , i n  so u th e rn  F rance , was P o lig n a c 1s  n a tiv e  p ro v in ce .
The Gardes N atio n a le  M obiles was an a u x i l ia ry  to  th e  re g u la r  army. 
I t  was a  k in d  o f  re s e rv e  o r  m i l i t i a  fo rc e , i n  which a l l  men a t  th e  age 
o f  tw enty-one, who were n o t in  th e  r e g u la r  army, were e n ro lle d  fo r  f iv e  
y e a r s .  Allowed to  rem ain a t  home, t h e i r  on ly  m il i ta r y  duty was th a t  they  
a t te n d  f i f t e e n  d r i l l s  each year* However, t h i s  o b l ig a t io n  was no t en­
fo rc e d . In  tim e o f  war they  were to  a id  th e  re g u la r  army in  defending 
th e  f o r t r e s s e s ,  c o a s t ,  and f r o n t ie r s  o f  F r a n c e .^
9
I b id .
10D ispatch  from th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  M in is te r  o f  War to  C am ille de 
P o lig n ac , August 1 , 1870, i n  P o lignac  War P ap e rs .
11James D. McCabe, J r . ,  H is to ry  o f  th e  War Between Germany and 
France (New York: The N ationa l P u b lish in g  C o ., and Jones B ro th ers  and
C o ., 1871), pp . 119-120.
P o lig n ac  re tu rn e d  to  Haute L o ire  and was a ss ig n e d  to  th e  a r e a 's
S ix ty -S ev en th  Regiment o f  th e  Gardes N ationa le  M obiles* On Septem ber 16
he was prom oted to  l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l and was given command o f  th e  r e g i -  
12m ent. W hile he was i n  Haute L o ire  t r a in in g  h is  tro o p s , th e  trag ed y  o f  
th e  war became apparent*
In  l a t e  J u ly  th e  Emperor had le d  h i s  army from P a r i s  e a s t  to  th e  
P ru s s ia n  f ro n t ie r*  S o ld ie rs  and c iv i l i a n s  a l ik e  had been joyously  con­
f id e n t o f  an easy  v ic to ry *  There was alm ost a h o lid ay  atm osphere in  
P a r is  a s  i t s  c i t i z e n s  tu rn e d  ou t to  see L 'arm ie  t e r r i b l e  o f f  " in  a l l  th e
sp lendo r o f  i t s  s tre n g th * "  "Amidst shou ts o f  'o n  to  B e r l in ,  on to
13B e r l in '"  th e  army marched east*  The ju b i la n t  s p i r i t ,  however, was 
soon to  d isappear*
The F rench won a  minor v ic to ry  in  th e  i n i t i a l  b a t t l e  a t  th e  
town o f  Saarbrttcken , Germany* A f te r  th e  engagement th e  French Im p eria l 
army f e l l  back in  good o rd e r  to  Sedan, a  sm all town on th e  Meuse R iver 
n ear th e  B e lg ian  f r o n t i e r ,  and p repared  fo r  what was to  be th e  most 
im portan t b a t t l e  o f th e  war* Here a t  th e  B a tt le  o f  Sedan on Septem ber 2 , 
1870, th e  Emperor and th e  e n t i r e  army o f  84,000 men, 2 ,700 o f f i c e r s  
and 39 g e n e ra ls ,  su rren d ered  to  th e  P ru s s ia n s . Sedan was on ly  130 m iles 
from P a r i s ,  and i t s  c a p i tu la t io n  l e f t  th e  road  open to  th e  French c a p ita l*  
But b e fo re  in v e s t in g  P a r i s ,  th e  P ru ss ia n s  moved a  p o r t io n  o f  t h e i r  arm ies 
n o rtheastw ard  and b o t t le d  up th e  l a s t  re g u la r  French army a t  nearby M etz,
12D ispa tch  from th e  M in is te r  o f  War to  C am ille de P o lig n a c , 
O ctober 20, 1870, in  P o lignac  War P apers; C o u rtiv ro n , "C am ille  de 
P o lig n a c ,"  p* 2 , i n  P o lignac  P ap e rs .
"M cCabe, Germany and France, p . 536,
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th e  most im p o rtan t c i t y  i n  the  p ro v in ce  o f  Alsace*
When news o f th e  d i s a s te r  a t  Sedan reached  P a r i s , Napoleon I I I  
was swept from power, and th e  Second Empire was re p la c e d  hy a  R epub lic .
The R epub licansi long opposed to  Napoleon and th e  monarchy) were a t  l a s t  
i n  power* On September 4 th e  Chamber o f  D eputies proclaim ed a  p ro v is io n a l 
Government o f  N a tiona l Defense to  c a r ry  on th e  war* Napoleon I I I ,  mean­
w h ile , a long  w ith  th e  bu lk  o f h i s  im p o rtan t army o f f i c e r s  c o rp s , spent 
th e  rem ainder o f  th e  war a s  cap tiv es*
The new government hasten ed  to  p rep a re  P a r is  fo r  th e  in e v i ta b le  
siege*  R epublican D eputies l i k e  Lebn Gam betta, J u le s  F avre, and Ju le s  
F erry  came forw ard to  continue th e  h o p e le ss  s tru g g le*
By September 15 German fo rc e s  had  surrounded th e  French c a p i ta l .
Except fo r  P a r i s ,  M etz, and o th e r  i s o l a t e d  f o r t r e s s e s  under s ie g e ,  th e
Germans had su c c e s s fu lly  occupied a l l  o f  France n o r th  and e a s t  o f
14O rlean s , th e  m ajor commercial c e n te r  in  c e n t r a l  France* By O ctober 
most o f  th e  r e g u la r  army, in c lu d in g  t r a in e d  o f f i c e r s ,  were p r is o n e rs  o f 
war i n  Germany, le a v in g  France w ith  an enormous le a d e rs h ip  gap in  th e  
m ilita ry *
P o lig n a c , a  uniquely  q u a l i f ie d  b a t t l e  v e te ra n  w ith a  s to r e  o f
command ex p erien ce , was one o f  th e  few seasoned o f f i c e r s  who was not in
c a p t iv i ty  o r  be leaguered  in  one o f  th e  fo r tre s s e s *  He was a t  La Fuy, the
15c a p i ta l  o f  Haute L o ire , t r a in in g  h i s  reg im en t. These Gardes M obiles
14Cobban, From th e  F i r s t  Em pire* pp . 200-201.
15U lysse Rouchon, *'le g e n e ra l p r in c e  C. de P o lig n a c ,1* a r t i c l e  
from u n id e n t i f ie d  newspaper, n . d . , i n  P o lignac  War P ap e rs . .
195
were c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s  w ith  no p rev io u s m il i ta ry  background, bu t P o lig n a c ,
a s  a  v e te ran  o f  th e  American C iv il  War, knew th a t  th e  tro o p s  m igh t, w ith
p roper t r a in in g  and in s p i r a t io n ,  be made in to  an e f f e c t iv e  f ig h t in g  u n it*
A ddressing  th e  regim ent on O ctober 7 , he blamed th e  Empire fo r
drawing th e  coun try  in to  th e  war, p o in tin g  ou t th a t  th e  enemy had occupied
th e  c a p i ta l  and had v i r t u a l l y  decim ated F ra n c e 's  p ro fe s s io n a l  arm ies*
The R epublic , he s a id ,  had rec e iv e d  t h i s  bloody h e r i ta g e ,  b u t i t  was t h e i r
duty to  c o r re c t  th e  e r r o r s  o f  th e  Empire* With p a ss io n  P o lignac  t o ld  th e
men: " th e  coun try  a w a its  your e f f o r t s  and h e ro ic  s a c r i f i c e s , "  and he
concluded w ith : " c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s ,  to  you i s  given th e  honor o f  d r iv in g
back th e  in v ad e rs  from w ithou t th e  f r o n t ie r  and to  e s ta b l is h  in  ou r dear
16country  a  s o l i d  baBe f o r  peace w ith  l ib e r ty * "
Perhaps P o lignac  could  t r a i n  h is  men fo r  b a t t l e ,  bu t th e re  was 
l i t t l e  th a t  t h i s  o r any o th e r  regim ent o f  th e  Gardes M obiles co u ld  hope 
to  accom plish w ith o u t some c e n tr a l iz e d  agency to  c o o rd in a te  th e  Frenchi
m ili ta ry  e f fo r t*
At f i r s t ,  b e s ieg ed  in  P a r i s ,  th e  new government was unab le  to  
conduct th e  war i n  th e  provinces*  T herefo re  th e  y o u th fu l, th ir ty - tw o  
y e a r o ld  Gam betta, w ith  th e  dual r o le  o f  M in is te r  o f War and I n t e r i o r ,  
was charged w ith  th e  conduct o f  th e  e x te r io r  war* On O ctober 7 he made 
a  d aring  escape from P a r i s  by b a llo o n  and upon h i s  a r r i v a l ,  two days 
l a t e r ,  a t  Tours i n  c e n t r a l  F rance , he assumed d i c t a t o r i a l  powers over 
th e  r e p u b l ic 's  m i l i ta r y  forces*
When Gambetta began h is  work, he had no more th an  20,000 to
35,000 re g u la r  s o ld ie r s  who had escaped th e  Germans* H is m i l i ta r y  o b je c tiv e
16I b id .
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was th e  r e l i e f  o f  P a r is  b e fo re  p ro v is io n s  ra n  o u t. He would have to
r a i s e  an army whose ta s k  would be to  f ig h t  i t s  way th rough  th e
17b e s ie g e r 's  l i n e s  around the  c a p i t a l .
Im m ediately upon a r r iv in g  a t  h i s  new h ead q u a rte rs  Gambetta
18te le g ra p h e d  P o lignac  a t  La Puy to  come to  Tours fo r  a  co n fe ren ce . He
e v id e n tly  was aware o f  P o lignac*s p a s t  m i l i ta r y  s e rv ic e ,  and considered
him to  be th e  on ly  top  m il i ta ry  mind a v a i la b le  fo r  c o n s u lta tio n .
T his was a  unique o p p o rtu n ity ; i f  P o lignac  im pressed  Gambetta,
he would p robably  be e lev a ted  to  a  p o s i t io n  o f  a u th o r i ty  and p lay  a
m ajor ro le  i n  th e  war. For th e  f i r s t  tim e he would be a b le  to  make
im p o rtan t m i l i ta r y  d ec is io n s  on a grand s c a le ,  P o lignac must have been
aware o f t h i s  p o s s ib i l i ty ,  and he was no t one to  m iss an o p p o rtu n ity  to
advance h is  c a re e r .
At th e  in te rv ie w  Gambetta asked th e  P rin c e  fo r  h is  p ro fe s s io n a l
o p in io n  on how an army could be r a i s e d  q u ic k ly , P o lig n ac , drawing from
h is  C iv il  War experience , suggested  th a t  th e  government shou ld  r e s o r t  
19to  c o n s c r ip tio n , Polignac a ls o  suggested  th a t  th e  b e s t  defense would 
be to  cu t o f f  th e  enemy's l in e s  o f communication and supply  w ith  t h e i r  
base  i n  Germany. T his could be done, he th o u g h t, w ithout too  much d i f f i c u l ty
17Cobban, From th e  F i r s t  Em pire, p ,  201; W illiam  S te a rn s  D avis,
A H is to ry  o f  France (New York: Houghton M if f l in  C o., 1919), p , 507;
Emile B ourgeois, H isto ry  o f Modern F ran ce . 1815-1910. I I  (London:
Cambridge U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1922), p . 187,
^ P o l ig n a c ,  " Jo u rn a l M i l l t a i r e , "  O ctober 14, 1870, T elegraph 
from th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  M in is te r  o f  War to  Cam ille de P o lig n ac , October
10, 1870, P o lig n a c , "G eneral de P o lig n a c ,"  i n  P o lignac  War P ap e rs .
19P o lig n a c , "G eneral de P o lig n a c ,"  i n  P o lignac War P ap e rs .
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'because most o f  th e  Germans, engaged in  s ie g e  o p e ra tio n s , were 
v i r tu a l ly  imm obile, P o lig n ac  was convinced th a t  h is  t a c t i c s ,  i f  im ple­
mented, would be s u c c e s s fu l  and would g ive Gambetta enough tim e to  r a i s e  
and t r a i n  h is  army*
P o lignac*s t a c t i c s  were m i l i t a r i l y  sound* The Germans, who 
viewed th e  French tro o p s  w ith  contem pt, had no f e a r  th a t  th e  raw le v ie s  
could s tan d  up a g a in s t  t h e i r  arm ies* But G enerals von Moltke and P rin c e
F red eric  C h arle s , a s  w e ll a s  King Wilhelm, exp ressed  th e  fe a r  th a t  th e
21green tro o p s m ight c u t o f f  t h e i r  l i n e s  o f  communication. Furtherm ore, 
in  th e  d ra f t  law  o f  1873, th e  French would copy th e  P ru ss ian  system  o f  
re q u ir in g  u n iv e rs a l  m i l i ta r y  s e rv ic e .
According to  P o lig n a c , Gambetta showed c o n sid e ra b le  i n t e r e s t  i n  
h is  p ro p o sa ls . But a t  a  second m eeting , a f t e r  c o n fe rr in g  w ith  re p re s e n ta ­
t iv e s  o f  th e  army, Gambetta had changed h is  mind* Now he in s i s te d  th a t
" i t  was necessary  to  guard  c e r ta in  p o in ts  and to  ho ld  c e r ta in  ro u te s  e tc .  
22etc**" The r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  army considered  P o lig n a c 's  p ro p o sa ls  
too rash* I t  must have seemed ra s h  indeed  to  th e se  co n serv a tiv e  French 
o f f i c i a l s  to  le a v e  P a r i s  to  th e  mercy o f  th e  enemy* And Gambetta, no t a  
m il i ta ry  man, f a i l e d  to  be convinced by P o lignac*s arguments* He may 
have even been su s p ic io u s  o f  an a r i s to c r a t  who would co n sid er abandoning 
th e  c a p i ta l  to  th e  German invaders*
N e v e rth e le ss , Gambetta needed competent o f f i c e r s  and o ffe re d
20 I b ld .
21I b id *: L* P . B ro c k e tt, The Year o f B a t t le s  (New York: J .  W;
Goodspeed and Co*, 1871), p* 280; F* E* Whit to n , Moltke (London: Cons­
ta b le  and Co*, L td* , 1921), p . 296; Denys Cochin, " S t r a te g ic ,"  The 
F ig a ro . March 31, 1920*
22P o lig n ac , "G eneral de P o lig n a c ,"  in  P o lignac  War P apers .
P o lignac  th e  rank  o f  g e n e ra l and th e  command o f  a l l  th e  F ra n c s -T ire u rs  o f
23France w ith  a  f re e  hand to  app ly  h ie  id e a s  in  th e  East*
The F ra n c s -T ire u rs  were an i r r e g u la r  fo rce  o f  v o lu n te e rs  who
engaged p r im a r ily  in  g u e r r i l l a  ta c t ic s *  S pring ing  up a l l  over France in
l a t e  Septem ber, u t t e r ly  w ithout d i s c ip l in e  and o rd e r , th ey  sometimes
formed bands o f  c o n s id e ra b le  numbers* Although th ey  o c c a s io n a lly  made
r a id s  on th e  German l i n e s ,  they  u su a lly  r e l i e d  on "bushwackingn ta c t ic s *
The Germans h a ted  them f o r  t h e i r  savage methods and r i g h t f u l l y  accused
24them o f  com m itting many a t r o c i t i e s *  Because King Wilhelm co n sid ered
th e  F ra n c s -T ire u rs  lo w -c la ss  ou tlaw s who were ta k in g  advantage o f  th e
m is e r ie s  o f  th e  war, he o rdered  them to  be executed whenever caught*
T h e re fo re , " th e y  g e n e ra lly  p re fe r r e d  th e  s a f e r  i f  l e s s  honorab le  p lan
25o f  p lu n d erin g  t h e i r  own countrym en," and became " o b je c ts  o f  t e r r o r  to
t h e i r  own people* Wandering independen tly  over th e  co u n try , they
plundered  and d estro y ed  th e  p ro p e rty  o f th e  p e a sa n ts , even com m itting
26d a rk e r o u trages*"
P o lig n ac  d e c lin e d  th e  g e n e ra lsh ip  and th e  new command because, 
he s a id ,  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  F ra n c s -T ire u rs . o f  an unknown q u a n ti ty ,  
was too  "em bryotic" and th ey  cou ld  no t be used en m asse* He to ld  Gam­
b e t ta  th a t  he p re fe r re d  to  co n tin u e  in  a  modest rank  among th e  e f f e c t iv e
27d efenders o f  th e  country*
23I b id .
24B ro c k e tt, The Year o f  B a t t l e s * p . 276; McCabe, Germany and 
F rance , p* 458*
25B ro c k e tt, The Year o f  B a t t l e s * p . 276.
2 6McCabe, Germany and F rance , p* 458*
27P o lig n a c , "G eneral de P o lig n a c ,"  in  P o lignac  War Papers*
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T his m eeting between th e  P rin c e  and Qambetta r e v e a ls  a  g re a t 
d ea l about Polignac* Here was a  man who had always seemed obsessed  w ith  
th e  d e s ire  fo r  a  h igh  command* In  th e  C onfederate  army he had experienced  
g re a t  f r u s t r a t io n  a t  no t be ing  g iven  a  s u p e r io r  p o s i t io n  u n t i l  n e a r  th e  
end o f  th e  war* Now, a s  l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l)  he re fu se d  a  g en era lsh ip  
w ith  a  la rg e  command* Perhaps t h i s  in d ic a te s  th a t  even though he d e s ire d  
an in c re a s e  i n  ran k , i t  was n o t on ly  th e  ran k  th a t  he wanted; he a ls o  
wanted to  be in  a  p o s i t io n  where he cou ld  be e ffe c tiv e *
Perhaps one reaso n  he re fu s e d  to  command th e  F ra n c s -T ire u rs  was 
t h a t  they  were outlaw s and he d id  n o t want to  have h i s  name a s so c ia te d  
w ith  such an unsavory lo t*  More im p o rta n tly )  from a  m il i ta r y  vieW) th e  
F ra n c s -T ire u rs  were t o t a l l y  w ith o u t t r a in in g  and d is c ip l in e  and could  
n o t be o rgan ized  and u n ite d  to  form an e f f e c t iv e  f ig h t in g  force*
P olignac  must have been d isa p p o in te d  to  be so r ig h t  t a c t i c a l l y  
and y e t  n o t to  be g iven  r e l i a b l e  fo rc e s  to  prove h is  theorems* H is 
su g g estio n s  to  Gambetta were m i l i t a r i l y  sound* And, although, he would 
become a  g e n e ra l , he was d e s tin e d  to  p la y  a  secondary r o le  in  th e  war* 
Gambetta would no t c a l l  on P o lig n ac  a g a in  to  give h i s  m il i ta r y  op in ions 
on ta c t ic s *  S ince th e re  i s  no evidence th a t  e i th e r  man harbored  i l l  
f e e l in g s  tow ard th e  o th e r ,  one can only  sp e c u la te  a s  to  th e  reasons fo r  
Gambetta*s decision*  I t  may have been th a t  Gambetta sim ply d isag reed  
w ith  P o lignac*s o p in io n s  and decided  n o t to  c a l l  on him again—o r i t  
may no t have been q u i te  t h a t  sim ple*
There may have been a  c la s h  o f  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  because bo th  men 
were haughty and arrogan t*  I f  Gambetta had no doubts about P o lignac*s 
repub lican ism  b efo re  t h e i r  m eeting , he probab ly  d id  afterw ard*  Here 
was an a r i s t o c r a t ,  a  l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l, who no t only d isag reed  w ith
h is  m i l i ta r y  o b je c t iv e s ,  b u t who a ls o  tu rn e d  down what th e  h igh-handed 
Gambetta must have co n sid e red  an im portan t command.
I t  i s  very  p o s s ib le  th en  th a t  th e  P rin c e  p layed  a  secondary  r o le  
In  th e  war because he was a  member o f  th e  P o lignac  fam ily . T h is f a c to r  
shou ld  no t be u n d e rra ted ; many a r i s to c r a t s  were opposed to  th e  w ar, and 
many looked fo r  th e  day when th e  monarchy would be r e e s ta b l is h e d . The 
P o lignac*s were alw ays c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  monarchy and th e  
R o y a lis t c au se , som ething th e  R epublicans d e te s te d . Moreover, P o lignac  
was a  co u sin  o f  Napoleon I l l ' s  fo re ig n  m in is te r ,  th e  Duke de Gramont; 
and th e  R epublicans p lac ed  a  good d ea l o f  th e  blame fo r  th e  war on th e  
D uke's incom petent han d lin g  o f  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s .  At any r a t e ,  a f t e r  th e  
m eeting , P o lig n ac  re tu rn e d  to  La Puy to  r e jo in  h is  reg im en t. And Gam­
b e t t a ,  Ig n o rin g  th e  P r in c e 's  su g g e s tio n s , s e t  about to  r a i s e  an army.
Gambetta was "above a l l  th in g s , a  popu lar o ra to r  . . .  and i t
would be im p o ssib le  to  f in d  one more e l e c t r i c a l  o r more v ib ra to ry  i n  th e
28shock and trem or o f  h is  w ords." With a  fe rv e n t appeal to  p a tr io t i s m ,
r e c a l l in g  p a s t  g lo r ie s ,  he summoned a l l  ab le -b o d ie d  Frenchmen to  r a l l y
29around th e  c o lo r s .  H is ap p ea ls  were no t i n  v a in ; in  l e s s  th an  fo u r
months he was a b le  to  r a i s e  600,000 men—arm ies more th an  tw ice  a s  la rg e
30as  th e  French fo rc e s  a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  w ar.
Gambetta cou ld  r a i s e  la r g e  a rm ies , bu t th e se  u n d is c ip lin e d , i l l -  
equipped, and sometimes sh o e le s s  and c o a t le s s  c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s  "w ith o u t 
competent o f f i c e r s ,  embodied in  th e  h a s te  o f  p a n ic , . . .  had n o th in g
O Q
McCabe, Germany and F rance , p . 810.
29B ourgeo is , Modern F ran ce , p . 189; W hitton, M oltke. p . 284; 
D avis, H is to ry  o f  F ran ce , p . 507.
30D a v is , H isto ry  o f  France« p* 507#
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31"but f e rv id  p a tr io t is m  to  p i t  a g a in s t  Von Moltke*s v e te ra n s ,"  The French
o f f i c e r s  were only "brave  am ateurs who had to  le a rn  th e  grim  a r t  o f  war
by le a d in g  t h e i r  fe llo w  c i t i z e n s  a g a in s t  th e  most s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  p repared
32army in  th e  w orld ,"  These c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s  knew l i t t l e  about weapons,
s in c e  Napoleon I I I  had p ro h ib ite d  t h e i r  use to  a l l  excep t th e  re g u la r
33army. They needed tim e to  be t r a in e d  befo re  th ey  cou ld  face  hardened
and ex p erien ced  P ru ss ia n  s o ld ie r s .  To make m a tte rs  w orse, G eneral von
M oltke "had one gu id ing  r u le —to  deny th e  raw le v ie s  th e  tim e to  grow
34in to  seasoned  s o ld ie r s ,"  H is p o lic y  was so su c c e ss fu l th a t  by th e  end
o f  O ctober, 1870, he could  s a r c a s t i c a l ly  re p o r t  th e  F rench lo s s e s  as
35"300,000 men, 10,000 o f f i c e r s ,  4 m arshals , and 1 em peror,"
W ith th e  su rre n d e r  o f  Metz on October 27 , 1870, an a d d it io n a l
200,000 P ru s s ia n s  were f re e  to  o p e ra te  a g a in s t th e  new French a rm ies , 
6am betta*s on ly  hope to  r e l i e v e  P a r is  r e s te d  on an army h a s t i l y  put to ­
g e th e r  on th e  L o ire  R iver in  c e n t r a l  F rance, By th e  end o f  November t h i s  
fo rc e , th e  Army o f th e  L o ire , based  a t  O rleans, s ix ty  m ile s  so u th  o f  
P a r i s ,  had in c re a se d  to  180,000 men. On October 20 P o lignac  had been 
promoted to  b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l, and on November 24 h is  rank  was r a is e d
to  m ajor g e n e ra l. He was a ls o  given command of th e  F i r s t  B rigade , F i r s t
36D iv is io n  o f  I n f a n t ry ,  T w entieth  Army Corps, o f th e  new army,
3 1 I b i d . ,  p . 506.
3 2I b i d . . p . 508.
33B ro c k e tt, The Year o f  B a t t l e s , p . 280.
3 4 W hitton, M oltke. p . 295.
I b id . . p . 287.
36D ispatches from th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  M in is te r  o f  War to  Cam ille 
de P o lig n a c , O ctober 20 and November 24, 1870, i n  P o lignac  War P ap e rs .
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Gambetta p lanned to  fo rce  h is  way in to  P a r is  b e fo re  th e  P ru ss ian
re in fo rcem en ts  from Metz could a rr iv e *  But th e  commander o f  h is  army, a
B o n a p a rtis t g e n e ra l, D 'AUrelle de P a la d in e , rep u te d  to  be r u th le s s ,  was
h e s i t a n t .  He in s i s t e d  th a t  h is  tro o p s  were u n f i t  fo r  such an e n te r p r is e .
In s te a d  o f  moving a g a in s t  P a r is  he took  up a  p o s i t io n  n o rth  o f  O rleans
where he w aited  fo r  re in fo rcem en ts  and p rep a red  to  meet th e  a t ta c k  o f  one
37o f  P r u s s ia 's  a b le s t  g e n e ra ls , P rin c e  F re d e r ic  C h arle s .
From November 28 through December 4 th e  French and P ru ss ia n  
arm ies fought a  s e r i e s  o f  b a t t l e s  in  f ro n t  o f  O rlean s . The on ly  im portan t 
engagement th a t  P o lig n a c 's  b rig ad e  took  p a r t  i n  was on November 28 a t  th e  
town o f  Beaune l a  Rolande. In  a  s ix -h o u r  b a t t l e  th e  French were unable 
to  tak e  th e  town occupied by th e  enemy. The sou rces do not in d ic a te  the
movements o f  e i th e r  Po lignac or h is  b rig ad e  during  th e  b a t t l e .  The
38rec o rd s  p o in t ou t only th a t  th e  P rin c e  “ gained  g re a t d i s t in c t io n , 11
and th a t  by h is  "courageous conduct, . . .  h i s  composure and d e c is iv e
39s p i r i t  he a t t r a c t e d  a t te n t io n  to  h im s e lf ."  As aommander o f  a  b rig ad e ,
P o lig n a c 's  r o le  was no t im portan t enough to  be m entioned by th e
c h ro n ic le r s  o f  th e  b a t t l e s .  At any r a t e ,  a f t e r  s ix  days o f  heavy but
sp o rad ic  f ig h t in g ,  th e  Germans c u t th e  French army in  two and fo rced  i t
to  f a l l  back to  th e  L o ire . The Germans im m ediately  occupied  O rleans and
40p repared  to  d riv e  a g a in s t th e  d iv ided  army.
37McCabe, Germany and F rance , p . 465; B ro c k e tt, The Year o f 
B a t t l e s , pp . 303-304.
38C o u rtiv ro n , "C am ille de P o lig n a c ,"  p . 2 , i n  P o lignac  P ap e rs .
39Rouchon, "p rin c e  de P o lig n a c ,"  i n  P o lignac War P ap e rs .
40B ro c k e tt, The Year o f B a t t l e s , pp . 308, 311, 327; McCabe,
Germany and F rance , pp. 490, 492; M e lv ille  D. Landon, The F ranco -P russian  
War i n  a  N u tsh e ll (New York: G. W. C a rle to n  and Co., 1962), p . 429.
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Gambetta had w asted h i s  h a lf -p re p a re d  army in  th e  f r u i t l e s s  
a ttem p t to  advance on P a ris*  A f te r  re o rg a n iz in g  h is  fo rc e s , c a rv in g  two 
arm ies o u t o f  th e  Army o f  th e  L o ire , he d isp e rse d  h is  tro o p s  a s  w idely
41a s  p o ss ib le  i n  o rd e r  to  p rev en t them from being  cap tu red  by th e  Germans*
G eneral C h arles  B ourbaki, an o ld  p ro fe s s io n a l s o ld ie r  w ith  th e  r e ­
p u ta tio n  o f  be ing  a  f i g h te r ,  was g iven  command o f  th e  F i r s t  Army o f  th e
L o ire . P o lig n ac  now commanding th e  F i r s t  D iv is io n , Tw entieth Army C orps,
42was a ss ig n ed  to  B ourbaki1s  army*
I n  l a t e  December, B ourbaki, a t  Bourges, a  town f i f t y  m ile s  so u th
o f  O rlean s, was o rd e re d  to  move h i s  army by r a i l r o a d  alm ost 200 m iles
to  th e  east*  H is m ission  was to  a t ta c k  th e  Germans b esieg in g  B e lf o r t ,
th e  only rem ain ing  f o r t r e s s  c i ty  h e ld  by th e  French* B e lfo r t  was lo c a te d
i n  th e  A lsace and L o rra in e  re g io n  n e a r th e  S w itzerland  f ro n t ie r*  A
second o b je c tiv e  was to  c u t o f f  German l in e s  o f communication i n  th a t  
43sec to r*
E a r l i e r  th e  Germans had ag reed  to  an a rm is tic e  only i f  th e  r i c h
p rov inces a long  h e r  w estern  b o rd e r , A lsace and L o rra in e , were g iven  up
by th e  French* The Government o f  N a tio n a l Defense had re fu s e d  to  g ive
up th ese  p rov inces*  Thus Gambetta knew th a t  th e  lo s s  o f  B e lfo r t  would
mean th e  lo s s  o f  A lsace and L o rra in e , and t h i s  would be a blow to  French 
44p re s tig e *
He b e lie v e d  th a t  h is  army would have l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  b reak in g
^ B r o c k e t t ,  The Year o f  B a t t l e s * p* 327*
^ ^ o l ig n a c ,  " Jo u rn a l M i l i t a i r e ,"  December 11, 1870, i n  P o lignac  
War Papers*
^ ^ B ro c k e tt, The Year o f  B a t t l e s , pp* 327, 346; McCabe, Germany 
and F rance , p* 521* .
^ B r o c k e t t ,  The Year o f  B a t t l e s * p* 346*
th e  s ie g e  a t  B e lfo r t  because th e re  were only  60,000 German tro o p s  in  th e
45area*  Bourbaki had a t  l e a s t  100,000 men i n  h i s  army*
B ourbaki, however, was no t a s  a g g re ss iv e  a s  Gambetta th o u g h t,
and upon a r r iv in g  in  th e  th e a te r  o f  o p e ra tio n s  he became h e s i ta n t .
F ea rin g  th a t  numbers would count fo r  l i t t l e  a g a in s t  v e te ra n s , he spen t
46more tim e m aneuvering th an  f ig h t in g . P o lig n ac  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  Stench
w ith  su p e r io r  numbers, shou ld  a t ta c k  b efo re  th e  enemy could  b r in g  up 
47rein fo rcem en ts*  He was n o t ,  however, in  a  p o s i t io n  to  in f lu e n c e
command dec isions*
N e v e rth e le ss , i n  m id-January G eneral B o u rb a k i^  tro o p s  engaged
th e  P ru s s ia n s  i n  a  number o f  b a t t l e s  n ear B e lf o r t .  P o lig n ac* s d iv is io n
took  p a r t  i n  s e v e ra l  o f  th e s e  f ig h ts ,  th e  most n o ta b le  being  th e  B a tt le
o f  V i l le r s e x e l  on January  9 , fo r  which he re c e iv e d  th e  Cross o f  th e
48Legion o f  Honor fo r  g a lla n try *  Here ag a in  th e  re c o rd s  do n o t in d ic a te  
h i s  movements du ring  th e  b a tt le *
At any r a t e ,  th e  German v e te ran s  proved to  be to o  much fo r  th e  
p o o rly  equipped raw French l e v ie s .  On January  18 Bourbaki had had enough
45P o lig n ac , " Jo u rn a l M i l i t a i r e ,"  December 31 , 1870, i n  P o lignac  
War P ap ers ; McCabe, Germany and F rance, p . 522*
^6P o lig n a c , " Jo u rn a l M i l i t a i r e ,"  January  12, 1871, i n  P o lignac  
War P ap ers ; McCabe, Germany and F rance* p* 522; F ie ld  M arshal Count Hel­
mut h K arl B ernhard Gray von M oltke, The Franco-German War o f  1870-71* 
Trans* C lara  B e ll  and Henry W. F ish e r , I I  (New York: H arper and B ro th ers
1892), p . 337.
^ P o l ig n a c ,  " Jo u rn a l M i l i t a i r e ,"  January  12 , 1871, in  P o lignac  
War P ap e rs .
^8I b id * , January  9 , 1871; C ourtiv ron , "C am ille  de P o lig n a c ,"  p* 3 
i n  P o lignac  P ap ers ; see  a lso  a r t i c l e  about P o lig n ac* s  m il i ta r y  se rv ic e  
i n  th e  F ran co -P ru ss ian  War, from an u n id e n t i f ie d  new spaper, n* d . , in  
P o lignac  War Papers* H e re a f te r  c i te d  as P o l lg n a c 's  m i l i ta r y  s e rv ic e ,  
i n  P o lignac  War P ap e rs .
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h is  tro o p s  were “g re a t ly  dem oralized , and s c a rc e ly  capable o f  making an
49e f f e c t iv e  re s is ta n c e * "  He began r e t r e a t in g  im m ediately tow ard D ole, a
town about f i f t y  m ile s  sou thw est o f  B e lfo rt*  On January 24, a f t e r  le a rn in g
th a t  an o th e r German army had moved up to  Dole and was b lock ing  h is  l i n e
o f r e t r e a t ,  B ourbaki, i n  d e s p a ir ,  made an u n su ccess fu l a ttem pt to  ta k e  
50h is  own l i f e *
He was rep la ce d  by G eneral Clinchamp, who im m ediately tu rn e d  th e  
army i n  a  s o u th e a s te r ly  d i r e c t io n  toward th e  Ju ra  Mountains* H is des­
t in a t io n  was P o n ta r l i e r ,  a  town a c ro ss  th e  m ountains n e a r th e  Swiss 
border* The French s o ld ie r s ,  h a r r ie d  a l l  th e  way by th e  P ru s s ia n s , 
floundered  knee-deep in  th e  snow a s  they  c ro ssed  th e  mountains* But
th ey  d id  no t move f a s t  enough to  p rev en t th e  Germans from c u tt in g  them
51o f f  from P o n ta r lie r*  Once a g a in  th e  escape ro u te  was blocked*
Clinchamp now had two ch o ices ; he cou ld  e i th e r  su rre n d e r o r  he 
cou ld  le a d  h is  army, about 85 ,000 , in to  in te rn m en t in  n e u tra l  Sw itzerland*
The Sw iss F ed era l government ag reed  to  g ive  re fu g e  to  th e  French i f  th ey  
l a i d  down t h e i r  guns and su rre n d e re d  a f t e r  c ro ss in g  th e  f ro n t ie r*  C lin ­
champ ag reed , and on February  1 , h i s  h a lf - s ta r v e d  tro o p s  began c ro s s in g
th e  b o rd er a t  th e  v i l la g e  o f  T rav e rs ; by th e  t h i r d  th e  whole army was in  
52Sw itzerland* One w itn ess  gave th e  fo llow ing  d e s c r ip tio n  o f th e
d e fe a te d  army a s  i t  c ro sse d  th e  f r o n t ie r :
/T he s o l d i e r s /  w ith  uniform s worn and to rn  • • • dragged 
them selves a lo n g , r a th e r  th an  marched* • • • The s ig h t  o f
49McCabe* Germany and F ran ce* p* 524*
50I b id . * pp . 523-524.
51 I b ld .
5 2I b ld . * p . 525.
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th e  m ise rie s  o f  t h i s  army made lo o k e rs -o n  sh u tte r*  S ick  by 
thousands; th e  dying b re a th in g  t h e i r  d e a th - r a t t l e  amid th e  
snows; some having  l o s t  t h e i r  to e s  by f r o s t ;  o th e rs  f a l l i n g  
v ic tim  to  th e  typhus o r  o th e r  m alad ies; everywhere a  rack in g  
cough; dead h o rse s  encumbering th e  road—such were th e  s ig h ts  
and sounds encountered  every moment. 5 3
One s o l d i e r 's  response  to  an o f f i c e r  who had g iven  him an o rd e r
54was: "S ince  we have passed  th e  f r o n t ie r  we a re  no lo n g e r in  th e  se rv ice * "
The war was now over* E a r l i e r ,  on January  28, P a r i s ,  fa c in g  s ta r v a t io n
and r i o t s ,  su rren d ered  a f t e r  fo u r months o f  siege*
The c a p i ta l  h e ld  ou t u n t i l  th e  d a i ly  b read  r a t io n  had 
been reduced to  300 grammes, • • • Horse meat was s e l l i n g  
a t  12 fran c s  ($2*40) p e r pound (500 grammes), bu t a  person  
was allow ed to  buy on ly  30 grammes p e r  day* B ats were 
w orth 2  fran cs  apiece* The l io n s ,  e le p h a n ts , and g i r a f f e s  
i n  th e  m enagerie had long  s in c e  been se rv ed  up i n  ex c lu s iv e  
re s ta u ra n ts*  Firewood and co a l had become exhausted  in  a
w in te r  so sev ere  th a t  wine fro ze  i n  th e  vats*  7oung
c h ild re n  were dying by hundreds fo r  la c k  o f  m ilk , and o f 
course  th e  m o r ta l i ty  among th e  in v a l id s  and th e  o ld  was 
f r i g h t f u l . 55
The p re lim in a ry  t r e a ty  was sig n ed  on February  26, 1871* France
l o s t  A lsace  and L o rra in e  and was fo rced  to  pay a  huge indem nity  o f  f iv e
b i l l i o n  fra n c s  i n  go ld  (one b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ) .
The a v a i la b le  re c o rd s  in d ic a te  t h a t  P o lignac  was s in c e re ly  in ­
t e r e s t e d  in  th e  w e lfa re  o f  h is  troops*  D uring th e  campaign th ey  had 
s u f fe re d  g re a t ly  from th e  march in  th e  snow and ic e  and from s le e p in g  
on th e  frozen  ground* Polignac had r a i s e d  t h e i r  s p i r i t s  w ith  noble
53I b i d . ,  pp. 525-526*
5 4 I b i d . ,  p . 528.
55D avis, H is to ry  o f  F rance* p , 510*
^6P o lig n ac , " Jo u rn a l M i l i t a i r e ,"  December 31 , 1870, January  4, 
14 , 1871; Eouchon, " p r in c e  de P o lig n a c ,'• "P o lignac*s m il i ta r y  s e r v ic e ,"  
i n  P o lignac  War P a p e rs . . .
and p a t r i o t i c  language, u rg in g  them on and p ra is in g  them fo r  t h e i r
57a b i l i t y  to  endure such hard sh ip s*
He had done a l l  t h a t  he cou ld  to  keep h is  men p repared  fo r  b a tt le *
He had "had new m il i ta ry  equipment d is t r ib u te d "  and acco rd ing  to  one o f
h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  a  Major Roche des Breux: " th an k s  to  him /the P r in c e /  the
M obiles de l a  Haute L o ire  were th e  only M obiles to  wear re d  uniform
58tro u s e r s  and c a rry  th e  *Chassepot guns*1"
The tro o p s  had p robab ly  perform ed w e ll i n  combat* In  an a r t i c l e
from an u n id e n tif ie d  new spaper, th e  a u th o r , r e f e r r in g  to  th e  S ix ty -
Seventh  Regiment, which was p a r t  o f  P o lignac*s d iv is io n ,  w rote th a t  th e
59u n i t  "rem ained a t  h e a r t  th roug hou t th e  campaign a  model regim ent*"
One o f  P o lignac*s o f f i c e r s  w rote: " th e  o f f i c e r s  and men o f  h i s  d iv is io n
have been a b le  to  a p p re c ia te  h i s  sp le n d id  calmness du ring  a c tio n , and
GOh is  d e te rm in a tio n  when i n  command."
Po lignac  seems to  have been s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h is  m en's performance* 
On January  25 he commended them fo r  t h e i r  conduct in  th e  re c e n t engage-
f i * i
ments* L a te r ,  a f t e r  th e  war was l o s t ,  he to ld  them th a t  they  had done
57Rouchon, "p r in c e  de P o lig n a c ,"  i n  Polignac War P apers .
58Hedwige de P o lig n a c , Les P o lig n a c . p . 250; P o lig n a c , "Jou rna l 
M i l i t a i r e , "  January 4 , 1871, D ispa tch  from th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  M in is te r  o f  
War to  Cam ille de P o lig n a c , O ctober 13 , 1870, i n  P o lignac  War P apers .
59"P o lignac*s m i l i ta r y  s e r v ic e , 11 i n  P o lignac  War Papers#
60Hedwige de P o lig n a c , Les P o lig n a c . p . 250; Rouchon, "p rin ce  
de P o lig n a c ,"  i n  P o lignac  War Papers* The war papers a ls o  c o n ta in  a  
number o f  l e t t e r s  w r i t te n  by P o lignac*s o f f i c e r s  p ra is in g  him as a  
commander*
fiT
"P o lignac*s m i l i ta r y  s e rv ic e ,"  in  P o lig n a c 's  War P ap e rs .
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t h e i r  b e s t |  bu t he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e re  would always rem ain " th e  conso la­
t io n  o f  b r in g in g  back ou r f la g  unconquered, s o i le d  only by th e  d u st o f  
th e  b a t t l e f i e l d , " 62
With th e  co n c lu sio n  o f  peace, P o lignac  re s ig n ed  h is  commission.
On March 25, 1871, a t  S a in t  C laude, a  town on th e  French f r o n t i e r  n e a r
03Lake Geneva, S w itz e rla n d , he assem bled th e  tro o p s  to  b id  them fa re w e ll .
In  a  s t i r r i n g  speech he p ra is e d  th e  s o ld ie r s  fo r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  and t r i e d
to  ease th e  p a in s  o f  d e fe a t:
During th e  long  and hard  campaign, undertaken  fo r  th e  
most s a i n t l y  o f  c au se s , th e  defense  o f our co u n try , I  have 
been w itn ess  to  your p e rse rv e ra n c e , to  your u n w illin g n e ss  to  
g ive  u p , to  your h a rd sh ip s , to  your s tru g g le s  and to  your 
s u f f e r in g s .
D uring th e  long  and p a in fu l  march in  snow and i c e ,  and 
th e  tum u lt o f  b a t t l e  i n  th e  face  o f  murderous cannon, to  th e  
lo n e ly  f ro n t  l i n e ,  n ea r th e  p a le  f i r e s  o f  th e  camp, X have 
seen  you a t  my s id e *6
"The days we have passed  to g e th e r ,"  he d e c la re d , " w i l l  alw ays be 
fo r  me o ccasio n s  o f  th e  most p rec io u s  memories and most s in c e re  p r id e ."
He p o in ted  ou t t h a t  a lth o u g h  th e  hazards o f  war had no t g iven  them any­
th in g  fo r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  they  should  bow to  th e  designs o f  P rov idence .
They shou ld  r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  homes and pu t to  use what they  had le a rn e d  
from t h i s  page i n  t h e i r  h i s to r y .  They shou ld  r e f l e c t  on th e  le s s o n s  o f
th e  war and, he s a id :  " a f t e r  having done your duty to  your coun try  as
65brave s o ld ie r s ,  you must a s  w ise c i t i z e n s  r e b u ild  your s o c ie ty ."
P o lig n ac* s  m i l i ta r y  c a re e r ,  which had taken  him around th e
6 2I b id .
63I b id .
6 4 I b id .
65 lb id .
w orld  a s  a  p a r t ic ip a n t  in  th re e  w ars, had come to  an end* There would be 
o th e r  wars in  o th e r  p la c e s , bu t th ey  would n o t a t t r a c t  h i s  In te re s t*  
A lthough he was on ly  th ir ty - n in e  y e a rs  o ld ,  C am ille de P o lignac  would no t 
ta k e  up arms ag a in  to  f ig h t—he had seen  h is  l a s t  b a t t l e f i e l d  a s  a  so ld ie r
CHAPTER XII
"T h e ir v o ic e s  a re  hushed, hu t t h e i r  memory s h a l l  l iv e "
P o lignac  had in h e r i te d  a  g re a t deal o f  money from h is  p a re n ts  and 
was a b le  to  spend th e  rem ainder o f  h is  l i f e  i n  th e  p u rsu it  o f  l e i s u r e .  
Thus he re tu rn e d  to  h i s  f i r s t  lo v e , m athem atics, a tte n d in g  m athem atical 
congresses where he was t r e a te d  a s  an 'equal by th e  w o rld 's  le a d in g  
m athem aticians.
Furtherm ore, th e  end o f  h is  m il i ta ry  c a re e r  d id  not te rm in a te  h is  
fr ie n d sh ip  w ith  h i s  comrades a t  arm s, p a r t i c u la r ly  th o se  f r ie n d s  he had 
made during  th e  American C iv il  War. He con tinued  to  correspond w ith  
some to  th e  very  end o f  h i s  l i f e  in  1913; and he p e rso n a lly  c o n tac ted  
many o f  th e  C onfedera tes who had, a f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  C onfederacy, f le d  
to  France o r  E ngland.
The John S l i d e l l s  were among h is  P a r i s ia n  f r ie n d s . S l i d e l l 's  
o ld e s t daugh te r, M a th ild e , m arried  th e  Baron Emile E rlanger o f P a r i s .  
During h is  numerous v i s i t s  to  th e  E rla n g e rs , P o lignac  met and f e l l  i n  
love  w ith one o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s ,  M arie L angenberger. She, l i k e  C am ille , 
had a  g rea t lo v e  and a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  m usic . 1
Cam ille and M arie were m arried  on November 4, 1874, a t  Ingelhe im , 
th e  e s ta te  o f  Baron Wilhelm E rla n g e r n ear F ra n k fo r t, Germany. The 
F o lignacs were h a p p ily  m arried  fo r  fo u rteen  months; a l l  seemed w e ll ,  and
^The M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C o u rtiv ro n , "Notes on P r in c e  
Cam ille de P o lig n a c ,"  P a r i s ,  F tance , 1966, p . 1 , in  Polignac P a p e rs .
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th ey  were e a g e rly  expec ting  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i ld .  But trag e d y  s t ru c k  when 
M arie d ie d  a f t e r  g iv in g  b i r th  to  a  daughter} Armande. M arie was tw enty- 
fo u r y e a rs  o ld . 2
The trag ed y  was such a  shock th a t  P o lignac  does no t seem to  ever 
have q u i te  g o tte n  over i t .  For th e  rem ainder o f  h i s  l i f e  he showed g re a t 
concern fo r  th e  h e a l th  o f  h is  fam ily  a s  w ell a s  h i s  own. He never com­
p la in e d  abou t h i s  i l l n e s s  and d id  no t perm it h is  fam ily  to  in q u ire  about 
i t ,  even though they  knew th a t  he o ften  d id  n o t f e e l  w e ll .  They knew 
from re a d in g  h i s  d ia ry , th a t  he had had severe  headaches during  th e  C iv il  
War and th a t  th e se  headaches con tin u ed . But they  d id  n o t dare to  q u e s tio n
him abou t h i s  h e a l th .  For rea so n s  o f  h e a l th ,  he would n o t e a t  b u t te r  o r
3d rin k  m ilk , bu t he never ex p la in ed  th e  reason  fo r  h i s  a b s tin e n c e .
A f te r  M arie*s death  P o lignac  took th e  pen and "p u t some o f  h is
lo v e  and sorrow  in  a  poem" d ed ica ted  to  h is  d au g h te r, Armande.
To My Daughter Age Two
You who i n  your sky have 
a  p a s t  w ithou t r e g r e t s ,
A p re se n t w ithout f e a r ,
Who have a t  your ta b le  no empty s e a t s ,
No l i g h t s  tu rned  o u t.
R ejo ice  i n  th e  Lord!*
C am ille  had two rem aining b ro th e rs , Ludovic and Edmond. A lphonse, 
th e  o ld e s t ,  had d ied  in  1863 a t  th e  young age o f  th i r ty - s e v e n .  S ince 
Ludovic rem ained in  A fr ic a  most o f  th e  tim e , Edmond became a  g re a t  com­
f o r t e r  and companion to  Cam ille i n  th e  y ears  fo llo w in g  h i s  w ife*s untim ely
^ Ib id .
^The M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C ourtiv ron  to  Roy H atton ,
F ebruary  16 , 1965, i n  P o lignac P ap e rs .
4
C o u rtiv ro n , "N otes on Cam ille de P o lig n a c ,"  p . 2 , i n  P o lignac
P a p e rs .
212
d e a t h ,8
Edmond) th e  m usician  and composer) had much th e  same I n t e r e s t s  
as C am ille , Armande grew up w ith  h e r  f a th e r  and uncle  " in  an atm osphere 
o£ ten d e rn ess  and m usic, . • ,"  In  th e  fam ily  t r a d i t io n )  she le a rn e d  to  
speak French, E n g lish , and German. Armande was an " e x c e p tio n a l, h ig h - 
s tru n g  c h i ld ,"  who l ik e  many o f  h e r  a n c e s to rs  had a  n a tu ra l  t a l a n t  fo r
0
m usic. At th e  age o f  fo u r she was a b le  to  compose themes on th e  p ian o . 
R a is ing  a m o th e rle ss  c h i ld  was a d i f f i c u l t  ta s k , and in  1883, 
seven years  a f t e r  M arie*s d e a th , Cam ille m arried  an E n g lish  g i r l ,
M argaret E liz a b e th  K night, who was a c lo se  f r ie n d  o f th e  P o llgnac  fam ily . 
M a rg a re t's  m other, J e s s ie  Anne Ramsey, had m arried  C a m ille 's  co u sin ,
Count A lexandre de P o lig n a c , who d ied  o f d ip th e r ia  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  
m arriage  le a v in g  h is  w ife  c h i ld l e s s .  J e s s ie  l a t e r  m arried  C harles 
A llanson  K nigh t. They had two c h ild re n , C harles M orley, and M argare t,
7
C a m ille 's  second w ife .
M argaret was on ly  e ig h te e n , w hile  h e r  husband, C am ille, was
f i f ty - o n e .  They were m arried  on May 5, 1883, in  S t .  George Church,
8Hanover Square, London, n e a r  th e  home o f M a rg a re t's  m other.
At th e  tim e C am ille l iv e d  in  P a r i s ,  bu t he "had no coun try  s e a t . "  
A fte r  th e  b i r t h  o f t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i ld ,  a  d au g h te r, Constance Mabel, in  
1885, Po lignac decided th a t  th e  tim e had come to  f in d  a  permanent home
g
in  th e  country  where th e  fam ily  might enjoy r id in g ,  d r iv in g , and sh o o tin g . 
5I b id .
6I b i d . , pp . 2 -3 .
7
Ib ld«f p* 3«
8I b id .
g
I b id . , JP<b« 4 .
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The fam ily  t r a v e le d  e x te n s iv e ly  t r y in g  to  f in d  an e s t a t e  th a t
would be a p p ro p r ia te  and appealing* They found n o th in g  In  so u th e rn  France
o r  n o r th e rn  I t a l y .  F in a lly  i n  A u s tr ia  they  d isc o v e re d , " in  th e  p rov ince
o f  C a rn io la , th e  b e a u t ifu l  scenery  and en joyab le  summer m ountain c lim a te
o f  th e  v a lle y  o f  th e  r i v e r  Sava. . . . "  The v a lle y  la y  between th e  J u l ia n
and C a r in th ia n  A lps. Com pletely s a t i s f i e d ,  they  decided  th a t  t h i s  would
be t h e i r  permanent home. P o lignac purchased a  co u n try  e s t a t e ,  where he
" f e l t  he cou ld  g ive h i s  fam ily  th e  same s o r t  o f  happy l i f e  he and h is
b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r  had enjoyed in  B avaria du rin g  h i s  f a t h e r 's  e x i le
from F rance . " 1 3
The name o f  th e  e s t a t e  was "Podvin" o r  l i t e r a l l y  t r a n s la te d ,
"under th e  v ine" (P o l Vinum). The p ro p erty  may have belonged to  th e
P rin c e  B ishops o f  A u s tr ia , fo r  in  th e  sev en teen th  and e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r ie s
th e  B ishops h e ld  e c c le s i a s t i c  t e r r i t o r y  in  p a r t s  o f  C a rn io la . The
enormous coun try  house had sp ac io u s rooms, and each was f i l l e d  w ith  la rg e
o i l  p a in t in g s . 1 1
Hanging in  th e  drawing room was a  huge p a in t in g  o f  P h a ro ah 's
daugh te r and h e r  maidens f in d in g  Hoses i n  th e  b u l lru s h e s .  In  th e  d in ing
room hung a  b e a u t i f u l  p a in t in g  o f  a  s ta g  h u n t. Every room in  th e  house
12was f i l l e d  w ith  p a in t in g s  d e p ic tin g  e i th e r  B ib l ic a l  o r,.hun ting  scen es .
The f u r n i tu r e ,  s e le c te d  by P o lig n ac , came from th e  L ouis XV p e rio d  and
13had to  be tra n s p o r te d  from France*
1 QI b id .
n i b l d .
1 2 I b i d . , p . 5.
1 3 I b id .
The fam ily  spen t many happy hours in  th e  drawing room which con­
ta in e d  fou r huge g i l t  arm chairs o f  re d  s i l k ,  p laced  n e a r  a  p iano w ith
P o lig n a c 's  v io l in  ly in g  on i t .  When th e  P rin c e  p layed  h is  v io l in ,  Mar-
14g a re t alw ays accompanied him on th e  p ian o . As a  fam ily  man P o lignac:
. . .  was a  te n d e r  and lo v in g  husband and f a th e r .  He 
tau g h t h is  c h ild re n  to  v a lu e  th e  same high  p r in c ip le s  and 
id e a ls  fo r  which he fought and in  which he s in c e re ly  be­
l ie v e d .  He i n s t i l l e d  i n  them a  lo v e  o f  th e  Confederacy^ 
and from him they  le a rn e d  o f  Southern  h o s p i t a l i ty ,  / a n d /  
Southern  lo y a l ty . 1 5
The l ib r a r y ,  which th ey  c a l le d  th e  "g reen  room," was a d ja ce n t to
th e  drawing room. Polignac sp en t many th o u g h tfu l hours h e re  among h is
books, working m athem atical problem s, and keeping  up h i s  correspondence. 
There was a ls o  a  la rg e  g la s s  case  in  th e  l ib r a r y  c o n ta in in g  th e  sword 
given to  him by Governor A llen  o f  L o u is ian a  a s  w ell a s  th e  r e l i c s  he had 
c o lle c te d  from th e  C iv il  War and th e  P ran co -P ru ss ian  Weir.
According to  P o lig n a c 's  d au g h te r, Agnes, (M arquise de Crequi 
M ontfort de C ourtlv ron , 1887- ) ,  h e r  f a th e r  never s l e p t  lo n g e r them
fo u r hours a t  a  tim e . He alw ays worked very  l a t e  a t  n ig h t on h is  mathe­
m a tic a l problem s and would g e t up e a r ly  i n  th e  m orning, make h is  own 
c o ffe e , and g e t back to  work. Agnes say s a s  a  sm all c h i ld  she would
14I b i d . . p . 6 .  In  A ugust, 1914, a t  th e  ou tb reak  o f  World War I ,  
th e  P o lignac  fam ily  was fo rced  to  f l e e  from A u s tr ia  to  I te i ly .  A f te r  th e  
war th ey  re tu rn e d  only to  lo s e  th e  e s t a t e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  World War I I .
The M arquise w r i te s :  " th e  f u r n i tu r e ,  p ic tu r e s ,  l in e n ,  books, e tc  . . .
which were n o t s to le n  during  th e  German occupation  o f  th e  coun try  in  
1940, were c o n fisc a te d  by th e  Communist government o f  T ito  i n  1944."
15"M ajor G eneral P rin c e  C am ille  de P o lig n ac ,"  C. S . A .,"  U nited 
D aughters o f  th e  Confederacy M agazine. XX, p . 22.
X6C o u rtiv ro n , "Notes on C am ille  de P o lig n a c ,"  p . 5, i n  Polignac
P ap e rs .
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"c reep  ou t o f  bed e a r ly  and go to  keep him company." Sometimes th e  maid
would p rep a re  t o a s t ,  and Cam ille and h is  daughter would have to a s t  and
o l iv e t  cheese to g e th e r . On th e  o th e r  hand, M argaret c lung  to  many o f  th e
E n g lish  custom s, one o f  which was to  r i s e  l a t e r  in  th e  day than  her
husband. T h is , however, d id  n o t b o th er Cam ille fo r  he l ik e d  to  spend tim e
17alone con tem pla ting  a  m athem atical problem .
The people o f  C arn io la  were Slovenes and spoke a  d ia le c t  r e la te d
to  R u ssian . P o lignac  q u ick ly  le a rn e d  th e  language and endeared h im se lf
to  th e  n a t iv e s .  T h is was im p o rtan t, fo r  du ring  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e
n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  th e  S lav  c o u n tr ie s ,  under A u s tr ia n  r u l e ,  w'efe f ig h t in g
fo r  r e c o g n itio n  o f t h e i r  n a tiv e  tongue in  th e  u n iv e r s i t i e s  to  supplem ent
th e  o f f i c i a l  German language. Agnes p o in ts  out t h a t  many country  people
s a id :  " I f  th e  P rin c e  de P o lignac  speaks to  us i n  our own language, why
18do th e  A u s tr ia n  o f f i c i a l s  d isd a in  to  do so?"
One o f  th e  fam ily*s f a v o r i te  pastim es was t r a v e l in g ,  and in  1887,
a  few months a f t e r  th e  b i r t h  o f  Agnes, P o lignac  decided  to  tak e  h is
fam ily  to  C o n stan tin o p le  where he had spen t some tim e du rin g  th e  Crimean
War. C a re fu lly  choosing th e  most scen ic  r o u te ,  they  journeyed l e i s u r e ly
19down th e  Danube R iver by way o f  Budapest to  C o n sta n tin o p le .
P o lig n ac  o f te n  t r a v e le d  to  th e  v a rio u s  A u s tr ia n  p rov inces seek in g  
r id in g  and d r iv in g  h o rse s  fo r  h i s  s ta b le .  One o f  h i s  g re a t  p le a su re s  
was h is  d a ily  r i d e ,  a  h a b it  t h a t  continued u n t i l  he was very  o ld . H is 
w ife  M argaret p re fe r re d  to  d riv e  about in  h e r  open V ic to r ia n - s ty le
17The M arquise de Crequi M ontfort de C o u rtiv ro n  to  Roy H atton , 
February  16 , 1965, i n  P o lignac  P ap e rs .
18C o u rtiv ro n , "N otes on Cam ille de P o lig n a c ,"  pp . 5-6 , in  
P o lignac  P a p e rs .
19I b id . . p . 6 .
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20c a r r ia g e .  The c h ild re n  a ls o  had t h e i r  own p o n ies . The C arn io la  w in te rs
were very  severe  and th e  P o lig n ac s  u su a lly  l e f t  t h e i r  e s ta te  sometime in
O ctober to  spend th e  w in te r  w ith  t h e i r  grandm other a t  hor Chateau de l a
S ou rce-d u -L o ire t i n  F ran ce} n e a r  O rlea n s . The c h ild re n  enjoyed th e  w in te r
w ith  t h e i r  grandm other, and C am ille and M argaret enjoyed the  Chateau
21because O rleans was n ear P a r i s .
In  1899 th e  P o lig n ac* s  had a  son , V ic to r  M ansfield , named a f t e r
th e  C iv il  War b a t t l e  a t  M an sfie ld , L o u is ia n a . A f te r  V ic to r* s b i r th  th e
P o lig n acs spen t t h e i r  w in te rs  a t  t h e i r  g randm other's  home on the  R iv ie ra ,
22Cannes, F rance, which was c a l le d  th e  " V i l la  J e s s ie ."
♦  ...................
F requen tly  C am ille t r a v e le d  a lo n e . He o f te n  went to  Germany to
v i s i t  h is  s c h o la r ly  f r ie n d s  and in  A p r i l ,  1908, he went to  Rome to
a s s i s t  a t  a m athem atical c o n g re ss . Throughout h is  l i f e  he "was devoted
to  m athem atics and th e  problem s he s tu d ie d  wore h is  g re a te s t  i n t e r e s t .  • 
23• ."  He was a  member o f  th e  Sotaietet Mathamatifeque de France and th e
24Soteiete? Philom atihue de P a r i s .
P o lignac "had to  th e  extrem e th e  sense  and love  of ju s t i c e ."
During th e  Dreyfus a f f a i r  i n  1894, when France was d iv ided  over th e
q u e s tio n  o f  whether o r n o t t h i s  Jew ish  o f f i c e r  was g u i l ty  o f  tre a so n ,
2P o lignac  defended Dreyfus and fought fo r  h is  a c q u i t t a l  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  
20I b i d . ,  p . 7 .
21 I b id .
2 2I b id .
23I b i d . ,  p . 8 .
24T ra n s la tio n  o f  "Le P r in c e  Cam ille de P o lig n a c ,"  The F ia g ro . 
November 19, 1913, in  Marcus J .  W right P ap e rs .
25C ourtiv ron , "N otes on C am ille de P o lig n a c ,"  p . 8 , i n  P o lignac
P ap e rs .
A gain , du ring  th e  Boer War i n  1900, Polignac opposed th e  E ng lish
and S c o t t i s h  members o f th e  fam ily  and took  h is  s ta n d  w ith  th e  Boers* 
S a id  an o b se rv e r: "had he been younger, /  he_ / would have gone to  a id
them i n  t h e i r  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t ,  what he considered , B r i t i s h  a g g re ss io n ."
P o lig n ac  never knew th e  ag o n ies  o f te n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  o ld  age*
He rem ained m en ta lly  a l e r t  and p h y s ic a lly  a c t iv e  to  th e  v e ry  end o f  h is  
l i f e *  He a ls o  k e p t up h i s  correspondence w ith  th o se  comrades who were 
s t i l l  l iv in g *  On O ctober 6 , 1913, s h o r t ly  before  h is  d e a th , he wrote 
h i s  f r ie n d  G eneral Marcus J .  W right and expressed  c o n tin u in g  lo v e  fo r 
th e  South and th e  war he had p a r t i c ip a te d  in  many y e a rs  e a r l ie r *  He 
w rote:
And now a l a s t  F arew ell to  th e  companions o f  th e  
S ou thern  cause* T heir v o ic e s  a re  hushed, b u t t h e i r  memory 
s h a l l  l i v e  in  th e  Southern la n d  and in c i t e  h e r  sons to  th e  
e x e rc is e  o f  c iv ic  v i r tu e s ,  and even when th e  echo o f  th e  
peans sung in  t h e i r  very  names and deeds s h a l l  have p a led  
under th e  th ic k  v e i l  o f  o b liv io n  which th e  r u th le s s  hand 
o f  Time sp reads over th e  w orld , y e t  in  a l l  c o u n tr ie s  and 
a t  a l l  t im e s , many independent T h inkers, m o r a l i s t s ,  p h i­
lo s o p h e rs , econom ists, c o n sc ie n tio u s  se a rc h e rs  i n  th e  
a n n a ls  o f  h is to r y  a f t e r  th e  moving sp rin g s  o f  men*s aim s 
and a c t io n s ,  w i l l  in  t h e i r  weighty m ed ita tio n s  be moved 
to  a  sym pathetic  re c o g n itio n  o f  th e  a b s tra c te d ly  im p e rish ­
a b le  p r in c ip le s  upon which th e  Southern cause was e s ta b ­
l i s h e d ,  and th u s  im p l ic i t ly  ren d e r to  i t s  lo n g  d ep arted  
D efenders th e  s i l e n t  Homage Of Thoughts u n s p o k e n .™
A few weeks latex} on November 15, 1913, P o lignac  d ied  suddenly
o f  c e re b ra l  edema. He and h is  e n t i r e  fam ily were a t  th e  house o f  h is
28daugh ter M abel, th e  Comtesse M ichel de P ie rredon  i n  P a ris*
The fu n e ra l  mass "was a tte n d e d  by se rv an ts  a s  w e ll a s  men o f
26I b i d . * p . 9 .
27C am ille  de Polignac to  G eneral Marcus J .  W rig h t, O ctober 6 , 
1913, in  Marcus J .  W right P ap e rs .
28C ou rtivron , "Notes on C am ille de P o lign ac ,"  p . 1 0 , in  P olignac
every i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  m il i ta ry  and a r i s t o c r a t i c  m ilieu s* 1' P o lignac*s body
was tak en  to  F ra n k fo r t, Germany, where he was b u ried  in  th e  fam ily  v a u lt
29o f  h i s  f i r s t  wife*
On November 19, 1913, th e  o b itu a ry  in  th e  P a r is  newspaper, The 
F ig a ro , gave th e  fo llow ing d e s c r ip t io n  o f  Cam ille de P o lig n ac :
He had th e  h ig h e s t sen se  p o s s ib le  o f j u s t i c e  and honour* 
Everyone loved to  c o n su lt  t h i s  r e a l  g re a t gentlem an ( in  th e  
f u l l e s t  sense o f  th e  word) who was a  f r ie n d  on whose d e licacy  
and su re  judgement one cou ld  alw ays re ly*  He was a  b r i l l i a n t  
t a l k e r  and no one cou ld  t e l l  a  s to ry  b e t t e r  th a n  he did* A ll 
th o se  who approached him were under th e  s p e l l  o f  h i s  wonderful 
p e rs o n a l i ty  and none who met him ev er fo rg o t th e  b lu e  eyes 
in  which k indness and in te l l ig e n c e  e q u a lly  shone* Love o f 
work was to  him a r e l i g io n ,  a  r e l i g io n  o f which he ever was 
th e  most f a i th f u l  and firm  d is c ip le * 30
C am ille de P o lignac had l iv e d  a  f u l l  and e v e n tfu l l i f e  and he d ied  s a t i s ­
f ie d  th a t  he had always fought on th e  s id e  o f  t r u th  and ju s t ic e *
S h o rtly  befo re  h is  d ea th  th e  P rin c e  req u e s te d  th a t  th e  sword o f  
honor given to  him by Governor A llen  be donated to  th e  C onfederate
Museum in  Richmond, V irg in ia*  A cco rd ing ly , on January  14 , 1918, th e
31sword was p re sen te d  to  th e  museum by h i s  d augh te r, Agnes*
P o l ig n a c 's  s e rv ic e  to  th e  Confederacy was no t fo rg o tte n  by the  
descendan ts o f  h is  form er comrades i n  arms* Today th e re  i s  a  monument a t  
th e  M ansfie ld  P ark , M ansfie ld , L o u is ia n a , d ed ica ted  to  th e  "L afa y e tte  o f  
th e  S ou th ,"  w ith  the  in s c r ip t io n :  "Here G eneral Mouton f e l l .  Here P rin ce
C am ille de P o lignac  sprang to  th e  head o f  th e  tro o p s  to  ta k e  th e  f a l le n  
l e a d e r 's  p la c e  and b ear them to  v ic to ry * "
29I b i d *
30T ra n s la tio n  o f  "Le P r in c e  C am ille de P o lig n a c ,"  The F ig a ro . 
November 19, 1913, in  Marcus J* W right Papers*
The P rin c ess  de P o lig n ac  to  G eneral Marcus J* W right, 
December 16 , 1913, in  Marcus J* W right Papers*
CHAPTER XIII
C onclusion
C am ille  de P o lignac  was a  rom antic f ig u re  from a  rom antic  
age—-the n in e te e n th  century* He was v e r s a t i l e  and ta le n te d  and 
re c e iv e d  re c o g n itio n  a s  a  s c h o la r , en g in eer, s o ld ie r ,  m athem atic ian , 
and m usician*
He was o f  nob le  b i r t h ,  descended from a fam ily o f  r e b e ls  w ith  a  
h is to ry  o f  involvem ent in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  i n  France. He was born  
in to  an environm ent i n  which he was tau g h t th a t  a  man shou ld  have a  
purpose i n  l i f e  and th a t  he should  s ta n d  on h is  p r in c ip le s  r e g a rd le s s  
o f  th e  outcome*
The French n o b i l i ty  was e s s e n t ia l ly  m il i ta ry  i n  i t s  o u tlo o k , and 
i t s  young men t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r is k e d  t h e i r  l iv e s  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  to  
win d i s t in c t io n  and g lo ry . I t  was only normal th a t  C am ille , a  member 
o f  t h i s  a r i s to c r a c y ,  would fo llow  th a t  t r a d i t io n .  A t r u e  b e l ie v e r  in  
’•F a te , 11 he assumed th a t  i t  was h is  d e s tin y  to  be a  g re a t  b a t t l e  
c a p ta in  and d id  e v e ry th in g  p o s s ib le  to  he lp  h is  "F a te11 along*
U nlike h is  two b ro th e r s ,  C am ille d id  not have th e  b e n e f i t  o f 
a  m i l i ta r y  education* Forced to  jo in  th e  French army a s  a common 
s o ld ie r ,  he soon won d i s t in c t io n  in  th e  tren ch es o f S evastopo l du rin g  
th e  Crimean War* In  combat he was brave to  th e  p o in t o f  being  
re c k le s s  and seemed to  ca re  l i t t l e  fo r  h is  own l i f e *  T h is d is p la y  o f 
courage on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  was re p e a te d  in  bo th  th e  American C iv i l  War
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and th e  F ran co -P ru ss ian  War.
A lthough th e  p ro sp ec t o f  a d is t in g u is h e d  m i l i ta r y  c a re e r  was 
c e r ta in ly  a  f a c to r  t h a t  induced Polignac to  jo in  th e  C onfederacy, i t  
was no t h is  only m otive. He b e liev ed  i n  th e  cause fo r  which he was 
f ig h t in g .  "We l iv e  and d ie ,"  he once w ro te , " in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  what we 
b e lie v e  to  be th e  t r u th  and fo r  which we a re  p rep a red  to  s a c r i f i c e  
e v e ry th in g . " 1
P olignac was a  man who b e liev ed  in  th e  p r in c ip le  o f s t a t e s '  
r i g h t s .  But o b v io u sly , th e  trium ph o r f a i l u r e  o f  s t a t e s '  r ig h ts  in  
America could  not have a f fe c te d  h is  l i f e  m a te r ia l ly .  T herefo re  he 
must have been m o tiva ted  by p r in c ip le ,  a s  w e ll a s  by th e  com pelling 
d e s i r e  fo r  d i s t in c t io n ,  i n  t r a v e l l in g  to  a  s tra n g e  la n d  to  f ig h t ,  and 
to  d ie  i f  need b e , fo r  th e  Southern cau se . T h is  d is t in g u is h in g  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c  was d isp lay ed  in  a l l  a sp e c ts  o f  h i s  l i f e .  He assumed 
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  as he saw i t ,  w hile m a in ta in in g  a  fam ily  t r a d i t i o n .  At 
th e  same tim e , th e re  w ere, of course , many s u b t le  and complex fo rce s  
t h a t  shaped th e  l i f e  and thought o f a man such a s  P o lig n a c , and which 
were a s  pow erful as  th ey  were perhaps unconscious.
Among th e  thousands o f fo re ig n e rs  who fought in  th e  American 
C iv i l  War, Cam ille de P o lig n ac , with th e  d is t in g u is h e d  t i t l e  o f p r in c e , 
was one o f  th e  few a l i e n s  who ro se  high enough i n  ran k  to  e f f e c t  s ig ­
n i f i c a n t ly  th e  outcome o f  b a t t l e s  and cam paigns. Furtherm ore, a t  th e  
age  o f  th ir ty - tw o , he was one o f  the youngest g e n e ra ls  in  th e  war; and 
he was th e  only  person  owing a lle g ia n c e  to  a  fo re ig n  coun try  who a t ta in e d  
th e  rank  o f m ajor g en e ra l in  e i th e r  th e  C onfedera te  o r Union army.
t e le p h o n e  in te rv ie w  w ith  V ic to r M ansfie ld  de P o lig n ac ,
A p r i l  16, 1964.
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C e rta in ly  P o l ig n a c 's  t i t l e  opened many doors th a t  m ight o th e r ­
w ise have been c lo se d . He d id  no t h e s i t a te  to  use h is  s o c ia l  p o s i t io n  
fo r  p e rso n a l advantage; and he promoted h is  i n t e r e s t  whenever p o s s ib le ,  
i n  th e  f i e l d  a s  w ell a s in  th e  C onfederate  c a p i ta l  a t  th e  " c o u r t"  o f  
P re s id e n t D avis.
Polignac was shrewd and c a lc u la t in g ,  and depending upon th e  
s i t u a t io n ,  he could  e i t h e r  be a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  a rro g a n t, o r  a g g re ss iv e , o r 
he cou ld  be dem ocratic , humble, and re s e rv e d . His method o f  se c u rin g  
fa v o rs , however, was ty p ic a l  o f  th e  TVench n o b i l i ty ;  i t  was th e  
accep ted  way to  o b ta in  prom otions in  th e  French army. In  r e s o r t in g  to  
such p r a c t ic e s ,  th e  P rin c e  was only  fo llow ing  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  h is  c la s s .
I t  would be e rro n eo u s , however, to  assume th a t  Po lignac  was 
g iven  h is  rank  because o f  h i s  t i t l e  and s o c ia l  p o s i t io n  a lo n e . I t  i s  
t ru e  th a t  h is  f i r s t  appointm ent o f  l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l in  1861 was a  
co u rte sy  commission, ou t o f  de ference  to  h is  t i t l e .  The o th e r  
prom otions in  ran k , however, were based p r im a rily  on m e rit.
He had th e  b a s ic  p e rso n a l q u a l i t i e s  re q u ire d  to  be a good com­
m ander--knowledge, i n t e l l ig e n c e ,  and courage. But he had a  problem  o f 
ad justm en t—le a rn in g  how to  d ea l w ith  c i t i z e n  s o ld ie r s  and g e t t in g  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  dem onstrate  h i s  m i l i ta r y  a b i l i t y .  He worked hard  to  
prove th a t  he was d ese rv in g  o f  h igh  ran k .
I t  i s  rem arkable t h a t  th is  p o lish e d  Frenchman was a b le  to  come to  
th e  Confederacy and become a h igh  ran k in g  g e n e ra l. To do t h i s  he had 
to  overcome a  language problem  and win th e  confidence and re s p e c t  o f  
so u th e rn  farm boys who were n a tu r a l ly  p re ju d ic e d  and su sp ic io u s  o f 
fo re ig n e rs . I t  was n o t an easy ta s k ,  bu t by 1864 he had overcome a l l  
o b s ta c le s  and had become a good commander. More than  th a t ,  and most
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rem arkab le , he was a b le  to  give p a t r i o t i c  speeches t h a t  in s p ir e d  h is  
men to  f ig h t  fo r  t h e i r  co u n try .
During th e  war P o lignac never commanded more th an  2,000 men in  
b a t t l e .  T h ere fo re , i t  i s  im possib le  to  say  what he m ight have done 
w ith  a  l a r g e r  fo rc e . He d id , however, become a  good commander a t  th e  
d iv is io n  l e v e l .  He had perform ed w ell; i n  every engagement i n  which he 
was e i th e r  a  p a r t ic ip a n t  o r  in  command, he d isp la y e d  such q u a l i t i e s  
o f  le a d e r s h ip , courage, and g a l la n t ry ,  th a t  he was p ra is e d  by h is  
s u p e r io r  o f f i c e r s .
P o lig n a c 's  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  C onfederate  cause was l im ite d  
p r im a r ily  to  th e  T ra n s-M iss iss ip p i Departm ent, and in  p a r t i c u la r  to  
th e  b a t t l e s  a t  M ansfield  and P le a sa n t H i l l ,  L o u is ia n a . In  th e se  b a t t l e s  
he p layed  an im portan t r o le  in  re p u ls in g  th e  F e d e ra ls , and th u s  helped  
save n o rth w estern  L o u is ian a  and e a s t  Texas from o ccu p a tio n . But i t  i s  
a ls o  s ig n i f ic a n t  th a t  in  P o lignac*s m il i ta ry  c a re e r  and in  h is  a t t i tu d e s  
one se e s  how fo re ig n  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  g en e ra l responded to  a  c o n f l i c t  
t h a t  was b a s ic a l ly  A m erica 's  c i v i l  war.
In  th e  F ran co -P ru ssian  War Polignac hoped to  app ly  th e  knowledge 
he had le a rn e d  during  th e  C iv il War; but h is  o p in io n s , a ltn o u g h  m i l i t a r i l y  
sound, were too  r a d ic a l  fo r  th e  c o n se rv a tiv e  F rench . France would no t 
have won th e  war, bu t i t  i s  not unreasonable  to  sp e c u la te  t h a t  i f  
flam betta would have tak en  P o lig n a c 's  ad v ice , perhaps th ey  cou ld  have 
g o tte n  a  b e t t e r  peace t r e a ty .  N e v e rth e le ss , P o lignac  se rv ed  h is  coun try  
to  th e  b e s t o f  h is  a b i l i t y .  He d is tin g u is h e d  h im se lf  in  b a t t l e  and 
became a m ajor g e n e ra l.
At th e  end o f  th e  F ranco-P russian  War P o lignac  c lo sed  a m il i ta ry
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c a re e r  th a t  had taken  him around th e  w orld . He was only th i r ty - n in e  
y e a rs  o ld , young enough to  f ig h t  in  o th e r  w ars. But now th e re  were no 
causes fo r which he was w illin g  to  g ive  h i s  l i f e  to  defend. France was 
n o t invo lved  in  a  m ajor war u n t i l  1914, th e  y e a r  a f t e r  he d ie d .
C am ille de Polignac never reached  h is  g o a ls ; h is  achievem ents, 
a lthough  im p re ss iv e , were never what he th ough t they  should  have been. 
But th e re  i s  no evidence o f  f r u s t r a t io n  i n  th e  y ea rs  a f t e r  he ceased 
b e ing  a  s o ld ie r .  He accepted  d e fe a t w ithou t resen tm ent and b i t t e r n e s s .  
Having f a i l e d  to  achieve h is  " d e s t in y ,"  b u t s a t i s f i e d  th a t  he had done 
h is  b e s t ,  he bowed b e fo re  h is  " F a te ."
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